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EARTHQUAKE ENGINEERING
STRENGTHENING & RETROFITTING:

* Wood Frame Houses

* Apartment Buildings

* Commercial Buildings

* Concrete Tilt-Ups
Office, Warehouse

* Reinforcing Wall to
Roof Connection

* Welded Steel
Moment Connection

* Compliance with L.A. City
Retrofit Ordinance

COMPLETE
MUNICIPAL SERVICES

BUILDING & SAFETY

Inspection  of

damaged Bldgs.

* Expediting Complicated Bldg. Permits

* Architectural Design Services

* Structural Engineering Services

* Custom Homes, Shopping Centers,
Condos, €tc...

* Civil Engineering Services

* Fina Inspection & Certificate of
Occupancy

* Building Code Consulting

* Compliance with Building Dept. Viola
tion Orders

* Conditional Use Permit

* Subdivisions, Variances. Zone Changes

* Representation in Public Hearings

16055 VENTURA BLVD., SUITE 725
ENCINO CA 91436
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Iran, New Zealand to boost

ECONOMIC cooperation .

TEHRAN - New Zealand and Iran have voiced readiness to boost ec-

onomic cooperation.

New Zealand's Ambassador to Tehran Warwick Alexander Hawker and
Construction Jihad Mohammad Saeedi-Kia in a meeting
Wednesday explored fresh avenues for expansion of bilateral economic and

Minister of

trade cooperation.

lran, Italy trade

T E R N
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TEHRAN - The volume
of trade between Iran and
Italy during the past Iranian
year (ended March 20)
reached Dlrs 2.6 hillion, the
head of Iran-ltaly joint
chamber of commerce, Meh-
di Behkish, said on Wednes-
day.
Iranian  exports  ac-
counted for DIrs 1.78 billion
of the total trade, he told
IRNA.

According to Behkish,
Iran has to import machinery
from Italy in order to be able
to export the products to the
country.

Amongst the major ma-
chinery lIran imports from

Italy, Behkish  mentioned
those for packaging, food,
textile, steel and stone pro-
cessing industries.

Noting the DIrs 1.2 hil-
lion credit offered by Italy to
support  Iranian industries,
the official said that Iranian
banks are more inclined to
grant loans for government
sponsored projects.

“The Central Bank of the
Islamic Republic of Iran
should take initiative to a-
low the private sector to ac-
cessthe DIrs 1.2 billion Ital-
ian credit,” he said.

Behkish opined that the
Iranian banks and not the
government or the Central

Assyrian church leader:

Minorities
enjoy security,
camin lran

TEHRAN - Leader of the World East Assyrian Church Pa-
triarch Mardankhaee IV in ameeting with Judiciary Chief Ay-
atollah Mohammad Yazdi here on Wednesday hailed as
“unique” the calm life and security enjoyed by religious mi-

noritiesin lran.

Mardankhaee said that al religious minorities and people
in Iran are living under a calm and secure conditions, IRNA

reported.

“We totally confirm and support the viewpoints of the Is-
lamic Republic of Iran,” said Mardankhaee, thanking Iranian
officials for administrating socia justice and providing re-
ligious minoritieswith the same rights as that of their Muslim
countrymen. He called for expansion of relations between Is-

lam and Christianity.

Ayatollah Yazdi said that the judiciary has the duty to en-
sure that all people enjoy their legitimate rights.

He said that Iranian Constitution and laws forecast rights
for religious minorities, especially those concerning their civil
status and the judiciary guarantees the rights of al religious

minorities.

Considering the sensitive conditions prevailing in the
world, the divine religions should concentrate on common
points and avoid discord, he said.

Concluding his remarks, Y azdi regretted that human rights
has been turned into a political tool in the world.

Bank exp

TEHRAN - Some 12
People including eight bank
staffers, the man in charge of
the bank’s central heating
system and three workers
were injured and taken to
hospital, commander of the
fire-fighting sguad Abbas
Alizadeh said.

He told IRNA the explo-
sion a Bank Saderat in
southern Tehran was
caused by combustion of the
gas emission from petrol

used for cleaning the central
heating section of the build-
ing.

The hot weather in the
central heating section has
also worsened the situation
and contributed to the blast,
he said.

The firefighter said no
one has received critical in-
jury.

The counter of the bank
a the ground floor is the
worst damaged  section of

Bank should be recipients of
the loan from Italy. Under
that scenario, he added, the
private sector can receive
loans from the domestic
banks and the banks dedl
with the creditor.

He mentioned that Italy
has agreed to all ocate 20 per-
cent of the total credit to
small industrial unitsin Iran.
The full credit offered by
Italy can be used over a pe-
riod of three years and
should be paid off over a
span of 10 years, the officia
added.

Italy’s SACE recently re-
sumed insuring Italian loans
to Iran, Behkish noted.

Mohajerani:

Iranian ambassador:

Caspian Sea affars
should be handled | d

TEHRAN - French Foreign Minister Hu-
bert Vedrine is due in Tehran August 22, ac-

by littoral states

TEHRAN
Mehdi
Sea affairs merely

- Iran’'s Ambassador to Turkmenistan
Mir-Abutalebi said on Wednesday that Caspian
relate to littoral states and there is no

need that other countries concern themselves with such

problems.

The ambassador’ s statement came as a response to re-
marks by certain American officials including the out-

going U.S. ambassador to

Ashkhabad who recently

called for arapid determination of the legal regime of the
Caspian Sea by littoral states.
The Iranian ambassador told IRNA that the U.S. dip-

lomat’s

irresponsible remarks about the Caspian Sea

should be considered as an interference in internal affairs
of the Caspian states, adding that all other countries are
expected to realize that any problem regarding the Cas-
pian Sea could only be handled by littoral states.

The U.S. diplomat had told a Turkmen daily that the
Caspian legal regime should be fixed as soon as possible
in order to lay the groundwork for foreign companies’ ac-

tivities.

Cultural affairs
cannot beignored

MAHABAD, West Azar-
baijan - Minister of Culture
and Islamic Guidance Ataol-
lah Mohgerani said here
Tuesday evening that if the
most indigenous tribes of the
Iranian territory is to be
picked, it will no doubt be
the Kurdish tribe.

He stressed that the ob-
jective of his visit to this
northwestern province is to
meet local people and look
into tourism potential  and
cultural heritage of the re-
gion, IRNA quoted him as
saying.

Mohajerani, who is also
government spokesman, said
that Mahabad region will
turn into a tourist attraction
center with the investment
to be made in the province.

He expressed the hope
that the obstacles in the way
of provincia development
will be removed in the near
future.

Also addressing a group
of local artists in the pro-

oson injures 12

the building.

He estimated that RIs 50
million in damage was in-
flicted on the four-storey
building.

Down-town branch of

Bank Saderat burst into
flames at 11 hours local
time (6:30 GMT) on

Wednesday when workers
were cleaning the  central
heating section with de-
tergent solution mixed with
petrol.

vincial city of Nagadeh
Tuesday, Mohgjerani
stressed that one cannot be
indifferent towards cultural
affairs.

The representative of the
loca artists reported to the
minister on activities and
problems of artistic and liter-
ary associations throughout

the region.
Later, Mohgerani told
reporters that the current

press laws do not cover a
case where the staff of a
banned paper transfer to an-
other dally.

Mohagerani was com-
menting on the ‘Toos daily
which has employed at
least part of the staff of the
recently banned con-
troversial daily Jame'e.

Jame'e lost its license in
the appeal court last Thurs-

day but on Saturday the dai-
ly Toos, a Jame' e look-alike,
entered the national scene.

Commenting on the ru-
mors of his impeachment in
parliament, Mohgjerani said
that he has not heard of such
a motion in parliament.
However, he stressed, to
question and to impeach are
within the legal rights of
parliament.

Turning to cultura pro-
grams in West Azarbaijan,
Mohgjerani said that a cul-
tural and arts center would
be opened in the city of
Khoy which would be the
biggest of its kind in the
northwestern region.

The officia  further
stressed his ministry’s policy
to encourage private sector
involvement in the tourism
Sector.

Iranian experts
overhaul Neka

power unit

NEKA, Mazandaran -
The unit number two of
Neka power station which
stopped working for repair
four months ago is now op-
erating and connected to the
national power grid, pro-
vincial official in charge of
Neka' s Shahid Salimi power
plant Ali Asghari said on
Wednesday.

Diplomat trandlates Holy Quran into Swedish

TEHRAN - A Swedish

Muslim  diplomat  who
served as his country’s
ambassador in several coun-
tries has trandated the Holy
Quran into Swedish and the
work is now under print.

Scholar and former dip-
lomat, Mohammad Kanooz
Baristram, who embraced
Islam years ago, dedicated
ten years of hard work to
trandate God's final revela-
tion to mankind in Swedish,
IRNA reported from Ath-
ens.

Daily Arab News re-

Brunelan minister:

ported that the Swedish
trandlation consists of 1,000
pages and will be published
by one of the famous print-
ing houses in Stockholm.

The printing house will
bear forty percent of the ex-
penses while  the Swedish
government will pay the rest
in recognition of the  ex-
cellent services of the trans-
lator.

Swedish Foreign Min-
ister Lenailam was recently
quoted as saying that the
Swedish government was
sponsoring the printing of

the translation. She hoped
that it will play a vital and
effective role in under-
standing Islam.

Three Swedish trans-
lations of the Holy Quran
exist, but Baristram’s trans-
lation differs from the pre-
vious ones due to the fact
that he is a Muslim and has
a good knowledge of Ar-
abic. Cairo’'s Al-Azhar has
endorsed the correctness of
his trandation saying that it
confirmed with the origina
text of the Holy Quran.

Baristram is now busy

lran, cradle of | Slamic
culture, civilization

TEHRAN - The Bru-
neian Minister of Culture,
Y outh and Sports Pehin Haji
Hussein said Tuesday in
Bandar Seri Begawan that
Iran is the cradle of Islamic
culture and civilization.

He made the remark in a
meeting with the outgoing
Iranian Ambassador to Bru-
nei Javad Ansari, IRNA re-
ported.

Voicing his country’s
readiness to utilize Iran's
valuable experiences in dif-

ferent areas, he noted that
the Idamic Republic pro-
vides a good model for other
Mudlim countries with re-
gards to campaign against
cultural assaults.

Announcing Iran’s inter-
ests in expanding bilateral
ties with Brunei, the lranian
ambassador briefed Hussein
about Iran’s plans for social
development.

In another development,
Ansari bid farewell to Bru-
neian Minister of Com-

munications Pehin Zakaria
Monday.

Praising service of An-
sari asthefirst [ranian envoy
to his country, Zakaria ex-
pressed satisfaction over the
growing trend of bilateral re-
lations. Referring to critical
Situation in a number of Is-
lamic states, he urged al
Muslim nations and govern-
ments to work to solve the
existing problems facing
those countries through unity
and solidarity.

with his second project, pre-
paring the trandation of
the Hadith (sayings of the
Prophet).

He told IRNA the En-
ergy Ministry spent DIrs two
million to repair  the plant,
half a million dollars lower
than the figure foreign firms
had demanded to do the job.

Asghari said the power
plant generates 2,000 mega-
watts of electricity which
meets 14 percent of total do-
mestic electricity consump-
tion.

He said 950 megawatts
of electricity produced in
Neka plant is consumed in
Mazandaran Province itself
and the surplusis put on the
national grid.

Neka's energy station is
the largest in Iran with 701
workers and  technicians
keeping it running.

Managing director of ‘Kahneh' taken into custody

TEHRAN - Managing
director of the daily ‘Kha
neh’, Mohammad-Reza
Zd eri, has been taken into
custody for publishing ma-
terial insulting the Islamic
sanctities and the late Imam
Khomeini, IRNA reported.

Khaneh is the publica
tion of the organization of
young journalists. Ac-
cording to the head of Teh-
ran Justice Department’s
Public Relations Office,

Sa’ eed Nobari, the case will
be investigated in the spe-
cia judiciad complex for
government employees Vi-
olationsin August.

The trial would take
place with a jury and would
be open to the public, he
added.

Given that the accused is
a clergy, Nobari explained,
he was not detained during
the initial stage of the in-
vestigations.
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cording to the spokesman of Iran’s Foreign
Ministry Mahmoud Mohammadi.
Inaninterview with IRNA here Wednes-
day, he said the agenda of talks between the
French foreign minister and his Iranian coun-
Kama Kharrazi had not yet been
drawn up, but that it would certainly include
such items as Iran-France relations in the area
of politics and diplomacy, economy, and cul-
ture as well as regional and international is-

terpart

Sues.

The visit of the French official to Tehran
has been scheduled in response to his in-
timation of his desire for a meeting with the

Iranian foreign minister.

TEHRAN - Secretary
Genera of the Organization
of the Islamic Conference
(OIC) Ezzedin Laraki said
that the issue of Qodsis top
on the organization's agen-
da

Speaking to the Iranian
Foreign Minister Kama
Kharrazi on the sidelines of
the 17th session of OIC
Qods Committee in Cas
ablanca, Morocco, Laraki
stressed that all potential of
OIC should be employed to
put an end to the expan-
sionist policies of the Zionist
regime, IRNA reported.

The 16-member Qods
Committee started its two-
day meeting on Wednesday.

Laraki lauded wise pol-
icies and efforts of the OIC
Chairman President Mo-
hammad Khatami, adding
that his performance has pro-

YASUJ, Kohkiluyeh-Boyer Ahmad, -
Dena mountain, known as roof of south
Iran, in the past few days has been a ren-
dezvous for enthusiastic mountaineers, in-
cluding those who recently conquered

Mount Everest.

Coming from various parts of the coun-
try, the mountaineers climbed 32 heights

of over 4,000 meters.

The fascinating scenery and ever-green
landscape of the mountainous area raised
the admiration of those who climbed the

mountain for the first time.

Dena, with an expanse of about
250,000 sq. km in north of Yasyj,
city of Kohkiluyeh-Boyer Ahmad Prov-
ince, has been declared a protected zone
due to the significance of its flora and fau-

na eco-system.

Natural springs and rivers running on
the slopes of the mountain as well as the

New cooperatives to be set up

TEHRAN - Minister of
Cooperatives Morteza Haji
said that RIs 2,000 hillion
has been alocated to set up
new cooperatives in the
country.

So far, 48,000 coop-
eratives have been reg-
istered in the country, he
added.

Haji pointed out that the
ministry plansto set up large
cooperatives in production

sector with people’'s con-
tribution in order to absorb
small capitals.

Private capitals will help
complete and put into opera-
tion semi-finished industrial
and production projects

which have been left un-

ETTELAAT ON THE INTERNET

finished due to fianncia
problems, he said.

The minister said that the
share of cooperatives in
country’s economy is about
five percent at present and
should reach 40 percent in
next decade, he added.

http://www .ettel aat.com

|ranian youth wrestlers to compete
InIntl. contest in Cairo

TEHRAN - The Iranian Greco-Roman youth wrestling team is to com-
pete in the international Greco-Roman youth wrestling contest to be held in
the Egyptian capital of Cairo on August 18-21,
Wednesday .

The Wrestling Federation added that 10 Iranian wrestlers and their coach-
es are scheduled to leave for Cairo on August 14.

-rench foreign minister
Jein Tehran next month

Vedrine said in Paris on Wednesday that
the time was now right to visit Iran and to
support the government of President Mo-
hammad Khatami.

“The majority of Western countries are
now considering an adaptation of their policy
towards Iran. President Khatami is sending
signs of openness and dialog, not only to the
Europeans but aso to the U.S. and we
thought France should be present in this
movement,” Vedrine said in an interview
with France Inter Radio, quoted by Reuter.

it was announced here

“France cannot be absent but it must be

there with lucidity, naturally with prudence.
When | go to Iran | will talk about the out-
look and development and reestablishment of

relations,” Vedrine said.

OI C places Qods
top on its agenda

moted the organization to the
status of representing the en-
tire Islamic world.

Kharrazi and Laraki also
discussed major Musliim
world issues, including re-
cent lsraeli steps to extend
the municipa borders of
Qods in an attempt to juda-
ize the occupied Arab-
Muslim city.

The issue of Qods was
also discussed in a meeting
between Kharrazi and PA
Chairman Y asser Arafat.

Arafat said that the Zion-
ist regime respects no pact
and, therefore, no agreement
will be reached with Israel.

Stressing that there is a
certain limit to people's pa-
tience and tolerance, the PA
Chairman said sooner or lat-
er the issue will reach an ex-
plosion point.

Pointing to the Zionist

complexes.

regime’s intention to under-
mine legitimate rights of the
Palestinians, Kharrazi  un-
derlined the need for relying
on peoplé€’'s support and con-
tinuation of all-out struggle
with aggressive measures.

Taking to reporters at
Casablanca airport, Kharrazi
said that time is ripe for the
world of Islam to stand the
expansionist policies of the
Zionist regime.

He expressed the hope
that the Qods Committee
will be successful in making
important serious decisions
in this respect. Bangladesh,
Egypt, Guinea, Indonesia,
Iran, lrag, Jordan, Lebanon,
Mauritania, Morocco, Niger,
Pakistan, Saudi Arabia, Se-
negal, Syria and the Pal-
estinian Authority are mem-
bers of the committee.
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unique scenery of Dena valley underlines
the need to make investment in the area for
the establishment of tourist resorts and

The Dena peak with 4,412 meters

height, called ‘ Qash Mastan’, has about 45

heights of over 4,000 meters which receive
a large number of domestic and foreign

climbers each year.

This year three teams from Hungary,
the Netherlands and Sweden climbed a
number of heights where they conducted

some botanical research studies.

capital

Various wild flowers, including tulips,
roses and lilies, are among rare species
which could be found on Dena mountain.

Experts believe that given its out-
standing features, Dena can be turned into

a resort for mountaineering and winter

ists.

sports, attracting a large number of tour-
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