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lranian moviein U.S.

film festival

TEHRAN - The Iranian movie ‘Paper Plane’ directed by Farhad Meh-
ranfar is an entry in the competition section of 12th U.S. ‘“Wine Country’

Film Festival in progresstill August 16.

The Paper Plane won the Silver Peacock award in the 29th Indian Film

Festival, IRNA reported.

It also won the special award of afilm festival in France.

Mehranfar’s film was aso awarded a prize at International Children and
Y oung Adults Film Festival of ‘Zlin" in the Czech Republicin May.

President:

[ N

T E R N

ETTELA'AT

T I O N

The Only International Persian Daily Newspaper

A L

~ lran’s military might a deterrent
agalnst aggression

TEHRAN - President
Mohammad Khatami here
on Saturday highlighted the
importance of having a
strong military, adding that
such force serves as a de-
terrent against enemies ag-
gression.

President Khatami, who
was speaking during his visit
to a military exhibit set up
by the Ministry of Defense,
caled on the Iranian armed
forces to focus on beefing up
the country’s defenses and to
stay above political fac-
tionalism, IRNA reported.

Shiuvalo:

He said that successful
test of Shahab IV missile in-
dicated that Iran relies onits
own expertise to develop its
defenses.

Khatami rejected alega
tions that foreigners had a
rolein Iranian success in de-
velopment of the Missile,
adding that Iran achieved the
feat despite many sanctions
against it.

Iran does not need any
country’s permission to

strengthen its defenses, the
chief executive stressed.
Stating that Iran's mil-
itary might is intended for
defending the country, the
president added that the Is-
lamic Republic cannot and
does not have any aggressive
intentions against  other
countries due to its divine,
Islamic and national values.
He further emphasized
that that Iran's military
strength by no means con-

No Russian assistance for
lran’s missile program

TEHRAN - Russian Am-
bassador to Tehran Kon-
stantin  Shiuvalo said here
Saturday that so far his coun-
try has rendered no as
sistance to Iran to develop its
missile program, adding that
it will not offer such as
sistancein future.

Speaking to IRNA, Shiu-
valo pointed to the U.S.
sanctions on  seven Russian
firms and said Moscow was
awaiting Washington's  of-
ficia clarification of the is-
sue.

As for the Caspian Sea
legal regime, the Russian
ambassador said Russia's
stance was the just division
of Caspian seabed resources
and those beneath it on the
basis of a consensus among
neighboring littoral states.

Meanwhile, he added,
Moscow seeks continuation
of shared exploitation of wa-
ter and biological resources
of the sea for a free
shipping, fishing and pres-
ervation of environment
while observing agreements
already reached among the

Rowhani:

littoral states.

Drawing a comparison
between stands adopted by
Iran and Russia on the sea,
he said there are more shared
views than differences be-
tween the two countries.

The Russian ambassador
said that the two countries
believe that  issues per-
taining to the legal regime of
the Caspian Sea should be
solved through consensus
among five littoral states.

Both Moscow and Teh-
ran believe that no country
except the littoral states has
the right to determine the
fate of the land-locked sea,
or to mediate in theissue, he
said.

He stressed that empha-
sis on the implementation of
1921 and 1940 agreements
until formulation of the new
legal regime, objection to
transfer of pipeline on the
seabed and call for a speedy
conclusion of an agreement
on biological resources of
the sea are among stands
shared by Moscow and Teh-
ran.

He said Russia has pro-
posed that a session of the
special working group be
held in Moscow in early
September at deputy foreign
ministerial level of the lit-
toral countries to discuss the
Caspian Sealegal regime.

Meanwhile, Iranian Am-
bassador to Pakistan, Mehdi
Akhoundzadeh, was quoted
in Islamabad Friday as say-
ing that no nuclear  coop-
eration exists between Iran
and Pakistan.

According to the Urdu-
language ‘Khabarin’ news-
paper, the ambassador also
ruled out possibility of any
such cooperation between
the two countriesin future.

The Iranian diplomat
stressed that Iran’s missile
program is solely aimed at
defensive purposes. This is
despite the fact that Israel
has aways been threatening
Iran, Akhoundzadeh added.

He further noted that the
recent successful test of Sha-
hab-3 missile by Iran poses
no threat for neighbouring
countries.

Cooperation within OPEC will
prevent price slump

TEHRAN - The visiting
Venezuelan Agriculture
Minister Ramon Ramirez
Lopez met and conferred
here on Saturday with Par-
liament Vice-Speaker,
aso the head of parlia-

ment’s foreign relations
commission, Hassan Ro-
whani.

In the meeting, Ro-
whani stressed the im-
portance of Iran-
Venezuela cooperation in

Conferenceto be held on
Karbaschi, management

TEHRAN - Kar-
gozaran-e Sazandegi Party
(servants of reconstruction)
announced Friday that it
will hold a 3-day gathering
to both appreciate the out-
standing efforts of former
mayor Gholamhussein
Karbaschi and to discuss
management issues in the
post-revolution era, wrote
Iran Daily, quoted by
IRNA Saturday.

A large group of in-
tellectuals, politicians, art-
ists and sociologists will
attend and or present ar-
ticles on various aspects of

Prominent
|ranian
musician
hospitalized
In Paris

TEHRAN - Prominent
Iranian musician Faramarz
Paivar, has been hospitalized
in southern France because
of heart problems.

Paivar is a master of the
Iranian traditional musical
instrument ‘ santoor’.

According to Iran’s per-
manent office in the United
Nation's Educational, Sci-
entific and Cultural Or-
ganization (UNESCO), Pai-
var is presently in stable
condition. The Iranian repre-
sentative to the organization,
Ahmad Jalali, has visited
the musician in the hospital
and discussed his health with
the medical team treating
him. Jalali told IRNA in Par-
is that Paivar's doctors be-
lieved he was recovering
relatively well but needed
further medical care.

Karbaschi’'s services to the
revolution at the confer-
ence, entitled ‘man-
agement, construction and
judgement’, the article fur-
ther pointed.

The conference is to be
held in Tehran from August
8-11.

In related news, the
journalists association is
planning to hold a panel
discussion on the same sub-
ject, in which a number of
prominent journalists, in-
cluding Ezzatollah Sahabi,
and Mohammad Sadeq Ja-
vadi-Hessar, managing di-
rectors of Iran Farda mag-
azine and the daily Toos
will participate, Iran Daily
added.

OPEC and further high-
lighted the decisive role of
oil in the two countries
economies, IRNA reported.
Pointing to direct role of
major industrial countriesin
the slumping oil prices, Ro-
whani said that the price of
the crude should be above
Dlrs 90 a barrel considering
the inflation over the span
of 140 years of oil explora-
tion in the world. Rowhani
hoped that oil prices rise
through further reduction of
the output by OPEC and
other producers. The Ira-
nian officia further ad-
vocated the expansion of
Iran-Venezuela inter-
parliamentary cooperation.
The Venezuelan ag-
riculture minister expressed
his country’s desire to ex-
pand its cooperation with
the Islamic Republic of Iran
mainly in the areas of ag-
riculture, fisheries and bio-

technology. The Ven-
ezuelan official expressed
hope that cooperation

among oil producing coun-
tries would reverse the
slump in ail prices.

stitutes a threat to security of
other countries. It rather,
Khatami added, contributes
to the security of the friendly
countries as well as the Mus-
lim world.

The Islamic Republic is
further willing to share its
scientific and technical ad-
vances with Muslims states
to boost their defensive ca-
pabilities, the president add-
ed

' Elsewhere in his re
marks, the president said that
Iran is not threatened by any

Muslim or  neighboring
countries.
“The Zionist regime is

presently the biggest threat
in the region and the world,”
Khatami added.

Armed with a stockpile
of nuclear, chemical and bio-
logical weapons, the Zionist
regime is a major threat to
theregional countries aswell
as others, the president said.

Khatami expressed re-
gret that U.S. policies are
greatly influenced by the Zi-
onist regime, adding that the
policies conflict with the in-
terests of American nation in
the long run.

On weapons of mass de-
struction the president said,
“l unequivocally state that
driven by our Islamic values

Floods,
landdide
kill 301n
northern
Iran

RASHT, Gilan -
some 30 people have re-
portedly been killed and
45 others been injured as

a results of floods and
landslide in the city of
Masuleh on Friday.

According to the eye-
witnesses, mud slides as a
result of the rainfalls on
Friday washed away cars
and trucks carrying tour-
ists visiting the area.

According to IRNA,
more than 500 relief
workers are presently
searching for bodies of
thevictims.

Although unofficia
accounts put the death
toll at more than 100, it
isimpossible to verify the
figure before the conclu-
sion of the search opera-
tion.

and humanitarian principles,
we are against proliferation
of weapons of mass de
struction.

“We shake the hands of
al governments and the be-
nevolent forcesin promotion
of peace and in removing
such weapons from the en-
tireworld,” he said.

The president said that
expansion of cooperation
with regional countries es-
pecially  security  coop-
eration, has been given high
priority in Iran’s foreign pol-
icy.

He referred to the pres-
ence of foreign forces in the
Persian Gulf as a threat
against the regional security,
adding that regiona states
should rely on their own for

their defense.
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Iran’s free-style wrestling
youth team departs for U.S.

TEHRAN - Iran’s young free-style wrestlers are to
youth world championship within the age category of 17to20intheU.S,, it
was announced by Iran’s Wrestling Federation on Saturday.

The Iranian wrestlers left Tehran Sunday morning for the United States
of Americavia Turkey, IRNA reported.

The three-day contest is to be held in Nevada State from August 6-9 at-
tended by young world champions of wrestling.

The Iranian team consists of eleven wrestlers in 49, 52, 56, 60, 65, 70,
76, 83, 90 and 115 kgs weight categories.

take part in the

L eader sends message
to students assembly

TEHRAN - Leader of
the Islamic Revolution Ay-
atollah  Ali Khamenel on
Saturday sent a message to
the national conference of
the Ilamic associations of
university students in Ta
briz.

The Leader noted that
the Idlamic associations
were founded in the uni-
versities by those sym-
pathetic with the Islamic
Revolution and with the
aim of promoting the rev-
olutionary spirit and Islamic
knowledge in the academic
centers, IRNA reported.

The Leader referred to
devotion to Islam and the
Idamic Revolution as ab-
solute necessities for any Is-
lamic entity in universities
and elsewhere.

Ayatollah ~ Khamenei

Foreign minister
elaborates on outcome
of OIC Qods meeting

TEHRAN - Foreign Min-
ister Kamal Kharrazi re-
turned home Saturday morn-
ing from a two-day meeting
of the Qods Committee of
the Organization of the Is-
lamic Conference (OIC),
held in Casablanca, Mo-
rocco.

Speaking to IRNA at
Tehran's Mehrabad  Inter-
national Airport, Kharrazi
said given the potential threat
of the recent illegitimate de-
cisions of the Zionist regime
on the holy city of Qods, it
was necessary for the com-
mittee to adopt a firm stance
in this connection.

He said that cooperation
among member countries
and the outcome of the 17th
session of the Qods Com-
mittee was different from the
previous meetings both in
terms of quality and quan-
tity.

Kharrazi said that al Is-
lamic countries which have
relations with the Zionist re-

Lari:

gime have been urged to
make a revision in their re-
lations and close down their
representative offices in Tel
Aviv.

Moreover, the U.N. Se-
curity Council has also been
asked to enforce all its res-
olutions in support of the
holy Qods, said Kharrazi.

He said that al countries
and world bodies which have
provided the Zionist regime
with financia assistance
have been urged to stop
their aid.

Foreign ministers and
diplomatic representatives of
16 member countries of the
Qods Committee, including
Iran, took part in the meet-
ing which was opened by
King Hassan of Morocco on
Wednesday night.

The Moroccan king, OIC
Secretary General Ezeddin
Laraki and Chairman of Pal-
estinian  Authority  Yasser
Arafat attended the closing
session.

said today the enemies
propaganda campaign and
cultural schemes have tar-
geted faith in Islam and com-
mitment to the Islamic Rev-
olution, the very essence of
independence, honor  and
progress of the country.

This is because, the
Leader added, the historic
defeat suffered by the ar-
rogant front during the Is-
lamic Revolution was rooted

in the sincere faith of the
youth in Islam.

The Iranian youth, spe-
cially the students, shoul-
der a major share of the
campaign against the en-
emies, the Leader said, add-
ing that the Islamic associa-
tions and other Islamic
entities should place them-
selves in the forefront of
such campaign.

Judiciary bans

Toos dally

TEHRAN- Effective immediately Toos daily is banned
from publication, judical sourcestold IRNA Saturday.

The ban order has been issued by a branch of Tehran Jus-
tice Department. The branch has mentioned several articles of

thepress law for the ruling.

Meanwhile, head of the press section of Tehran Province
Justice Department said here Saturday night that Iran’s Idamic
Guidance Ministry had requested revocation of a court order that
had closed down the Persian daily ‘ Toos .

The Justice Department official quoted the press under-
secretary  of the ministry as having argued that the points ad-
duced against the publisher of the daily by the court had al-
ready been fully explained to him and that he had been com-
mitted to observe those criteriain the future.

He said the letter of the Islamic Guidance Ministry would
be sent to bench no. 1410 of Tehran genera courts for re-

examination of the case Sunday.

In the wake of contacts between the officias of the Islam-
ic Guidance Ministry and those of the Justice Department of
Tehran  Province Saturday, provisional agreements for re-
voking the court order have reportedly been reached.

A group of unidentified people gathered in front of the
building of the morning newspaper ‘Toos Saturday morning,
threatening to attack the building.

Toos started appearing at news stands since last Saturday
instead of the outlawed ‘Jame’ e, with contribution of the lat-

ter's editoria staff.

A source at Toos, contacted by IRNA, confirmed the
news, adding, “those who have gathered in front of the en-
trance of the building threaten to death staff of the daily.”

He said that members of the editorial board are out of the
building and only female employees are inside the apparatus.

He said that managing director of the newspaper is in

Mashhad.

Subsequent reports said that those who gathered in front
of the building, scuffled with Masha alah Shams-ul-Vaezin,
the former editor-in-chief of Jame e who serves in the same

capacity at Toos.

Eyewitnesses said that the editor-in-chief of the daily who
tried to enter the building Saturday morning was beaten up by

the protesters.

The group, estimated to be around 30, protested against
what they referred to as the “deceit of the daily in continuing

the path of Jame'e.”

Law enforcement forces are dispersing those who were

gathering in front of the paper.

Constitution, criterion for
performance of officials

TEHRAN - Interior Min-
ister Abdolvahed Mousavi
Lari saidinthe holy city of
Qom on Friday that the con-
stitution which is based on
Islamic jurisprudence, sets

the criterion for the  per-
formance of al the officials
of the Islamic Republic.

Lari, in Qom to meet a
number of grand ayatollahs,
outlined future programs of

lran, Canada boost trade
transactions

TEHRAN - Iran-Canada
trade volume reached Dlrs
12 billion last year up
from DIrs 420 million for the
previous three years, said
Managing Director of the
Foundation of Toronto Car-
pet Exhibits Zia Khos-
roshahi here on Saturday.

Khosroshahi told IRNA

the value of Iran’s carpet ex-
ports to Canada  stood at
about DIrs 150 million an-
nually during the past few
years.

He said that 250,000 out
of the one million sq.m. of
carpets imported by Canada
annually belonged to Iran,
adding that half of  Iranian

carpet exports to Canada un-
officially find their way to
American markets.
Meanwhile, another of-
ficial of the Toronto carpet
exhibit Mehrdad Bageri said
that 14 Iranian carpet com-
panies are to put their car-
pets on display at the exhibit
scheduled for October 10-13.

Mazandaran, Astrakhan sign

TEHRAN - Iran’s Ma-
zandaran Province and
Russia's Astrakhan signed
two protocols on banking
and trade cooperation and
one letter of under-
standing on cooperation
between their chambers of
commerce.

The protocol on trade
cooperation was signed by
Governors General of
Mazandaran and As
trakhan, Davoud Kesh-
avarzian, and Anatoly
Guzhvin, respectively.

The document voiced
the resolute decision of
the two sides to provide
grounds for further pro-
motion of economic coop-
eration and settlement of
trade problems in retail,
wholesale and customs af-
fairs.

cooperation protocols

The two provinces also
pledged to help upgrade
relations between their
chambers of commerce and
set up adirect banking sys-
tem of reciprocal pay-
ments. They expressed
readiness to launch a
shipping line  between
Iran’s Nowshahr port and
Astrakhan, IRNA reported.

To boost tourism coop-
eration, they voiced inter-
est to launch direct flights
between the two provinces.

The Iranian side to the
talks undertook to study
the possibility of providing
grounds for marine trans-
portation.

They also agreed to
carry out feasibility study
on canning lran’s fruits
and vegetables at As
trakhan factories.

In talks with his coun-
terpart, Keshavarzian who
led a 25-man delegation,
described the decision to
inaugurate lran’s consulate
general office in Astrakhan
as an important step aimed
at  expanding regiona
cooperation between Iran
and Russia.

He stressed that sci-
entific and cultural coop-
eration between the two
provinces are keeping pace
with the growing trade ties
and relations have been es-
tablished between the state
technical university of As-
trakhan and universities of
Mazandaran and Gorgan.

Guzhvin referring to
the suitable conditions pro-
vided for Iranian trades-
men and investors in As-
trakhan, said over 10

Iranian companies are ac-
tive in the province.

He added that a marine
cargo transportation line
has been established be-
tween Astrakhan and the
Iranian ports in the Cas-
pian Sea. Some 20 marine
transportation  companies
are active in the sea at
present.

Meanwhile, the two
governors general and rep-
resentative of Russian
Mosbusiness Bank in As-
trakhan, Valery  Sher-
bakov, signed a banking
cooperation protocol
aimed to facilitate immedi-
ate payment of the

amounts of each contract
on exchange of goods be-
tween Iran and Russia in
Astrakhan.

The agreement falls
within the relations be-
tween Mosbussiness Bank
and Iran’s Melli Bank.

The Russian bank has
undertaken to facilitate
payments to real and legal
entities engaged in trade
between Iran and Russiain
Astrakhan and to help the
implementation of inter-
governmental contracts.

The Russian bank will
also help set up a branch
of Iran’s Melli Bank in As-
trakhan.
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his ministry and called for
guidelines of the prominent
religious persondlities in
proper implementation of
plans at the Interior Ministry,
IRNA reported.

He said the government
follows a policy of dialog,
adding that exercising toler-
ance in deliberations and ac-
ceptance of ideas will lead to
calm and tranquility.

Stressing that people
have the right to freedom and
that government should re-
move bottlenecks in the way
of freedom, Mousavi  Lari
said: “every individua can
express himself on the basis
of  his thinking. But, law
should be observed.”

The minister added that no
one can disturb social order
according to one'sown taste.

Wishing success for the
new interior minister, the
grand ayatollahs underlined
implementation of govern-
ment programs concerning
the youth, adding that de-
cisions should be made in a
direction that the youth will
not feel abandoned.

The prominent religious
personalities underlined the
rolethat the youth played in
the victory of the Islamic
Revolution and stated that
since the youth have trusted

President Mohammad Kha-
tami, more  steps should be
taken to solve their prob-
lems. Because, they stressed,
not only the youth are not
corrupt but they are apt to
listen to rightful words.
During the meetings the
issue of freedom and its def-
inition was also raised and
it was stressed that affairs
should beassuchas  that
freedom cannot be misused.
It was also reiterated that the
constitution has stipulated
limits for individua and
group freedom and that no
one is authorized to consider
himself any right out of
this framework
The grand ayatollahs em-
phasized that freedom has
been bestowed on the people
by Almighty God, adding that
it is a wrong notion to think
that people have become bad.
“Therefore,” they
stressed, “to intimidate the
good people  under the pre-
text of security is contra
dictory to freedom.”
Parliament gave a vote
of confidence to Mousavi

Lari on July 22.
He substitutes Abdullah
Nouri who, after nine

months in office, received a
vote of no confidence from
parliament on July 15.
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