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EARTHQUAKE ENGINEERING
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* Representation in Public Hearings
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Iranian referee to judge at
world competitions

TEHRAN - An Iranian referee is to judge at world young adult tae kwon
do championship to be held in Istanbul, Turkey, September 10-14.

Mehdi Kashanian, one of Iran’s experiences referees, has been invited by
the International Tae Kwon Do Federation to judge at | stanbul competitions.

He will accompany the Iranian young adult tae kwon do athletes to the

contest.

TEHRAN - Leader of
the Islamic Revolution Ay-
atollah Ali Khamenel has
confirmed policies outlined
by President Mohammad
Khatami  for the re
habilitation of the country’s
economy.

In reply to aletter by the
president, the Leader said
that all the points raised in
the letter were sound and
that he approves al of them,
IRNA reported.

The Leader in his reply
dated August 1, wished suc-
cessfor Khatami and his ad-
ministration in managing the
country’s economy and re-
moving its bottlenecks. No
doubt, stressed the Leader,
public cooperation with the
government is of prime im-
portance.

Khatami in his letter to
the Leader requested him to
comment and offer guide-
lines on his economic planin
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L eader confirms president’s plan
for economic recovery

order to boost confidence in
the society and set direction
for the officials.

President Khatami said
that following exchange of
views and  consultations
with many prominent re-
ligious personalities as well
as managers and experts
over economic issues, a
package of policies was for-
mulated in an effort to re-
habilitate country’s econ-
omy.

New horizon opened for
Iranian foreign policy

TEHRAN - Iranian For-
eign  Ministry’s Director
General in charge of Persian
Gulf department, Ali Asghar
Khaji, says that a new ho-
rizons has opened for Iranian
foreign policy since Pres-
ident Khatami took office
one year ago.

Making the remarks on
the occasion of the comple-
tion of President Khatami’'s
first year in office, he told
IRNA that Iran’s foreign pol-
icy has become more active
in international fora during
the period.

He noted that discussion

on clashes, quarrels and ten-
sion no longer dominates
other countries relations
with Iran and instead under-
standing, dialogue and ex-
pansion of ties have been in
the spotlight.

Such policies have been
more effective in the Persian
Gulf states, the Foreign Min-
istry official said.

He further said that the
problems faced by Iran in
the past in its relations with
other countries no longer ex-
isted now and at present new
areas of cooperation were
being explored.

Iran, Jordan to discuss
political, economic
cooperation

TEHRAN - Jordanian Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign
Minister Jawad Anani said that he will visit Iran next week to
deliver a message from King Hussein to Iranian President
Mohammad Khatami, daily Jordan Times Monday reported.

Anani said that he will meet with his counterpart Kamal
Kharrazi and hold talks on the political and economic coop-
eration between the two countries, IRNA reported from Ath-

ens.

During the visit which will start on Saturday, an invitation
will be extended to President Khatami to visit Jordan, Anani

said.

The minister told the Jordan Times that among the issues
expected to be raised with Iranian officials are Iranian-Arab
relations, the elimination of weapons of mass destruction in
the Middle East and the Arab-Israeli peace process.

“After a break of several years, we believe that with the
new political leadership in Iran the time isripe to develop and
enhance bilateral tieson al levels,” Anani said.

The minister said that the two sides will discuss establish-
ment of a joint venture to produce phosphate fertilizer in Jor-
dan which will mostly be exported to Iran.

“We will also discuss how to increase trade volume be-
tween the two nations. We shall explore the industrial fields
where we can launch joint ventures,” he said.

Jordan’s diplomatic ties with Iran resumed in the early
nineties after Amman and Tehran severed ties during the
eight-year-old Iragi imposed war.

Severa lIranian officials have visited Amman in the past
four years and discussed ways of improving ties with Jordan.

London club hoping
tofinaize
Mahdavikiatransfer

TEHRAN - Tottenham
Hotspur football club said
Monday that talks to sign
Iran’s world cup midfield
star Medhi Mahdavikia were
gtill ongoing but hope to
complete the transfer before
the start of England’s pre-
miership league on August
15

The north London club’s
Swiss coach Christian Gross
said last week that he was
“quite confident” of com-
pleting a deal, reported to be
worth more than Pnds 2.5
million (DIrs 4 m). One of
the questions is over the
length of the contract.

The signing of 20-year
old Mahdavikia, voted the
young Asian player of the
year, would make him the
first Iranian footbaler to
play for an English club.

His arrival in London
last Wednesday heightened
speculation of an imminent
deal. But a spokesman for
Tottenham told IRNA that
negotiations were “still on-
going.” He said, however,
that the club “hoped a deal
would happen soon.”

The north London team
has been under pressure
from its supporters to lure
big name stars after strug-
gling against relegation last
season, while local rivals,

Arsenal, won the champion-
ship.

The club has been linked
with such players as Dutch
internationals as  Patrick
Kluivert and the de Boers
brothers, but so-far, its only
pre-season capture has been
Paolo Tramezzani for Pnds
135 m from Itay's Pi-
acenza.

At the same time, Lon-
don’s once top team has
been the subject of specula-
tion that it may lose its Eng-
land defender Sol Campbell
to Italian giants Inter Milan
for Pnds 15 m.

After four defeatsin sev-
en preseason friendly
games, Tottenham on Mon-
day moved its training camp
to the Netherlands, where
they face Feyenoord on Sat-
urday.

Their last game against
west London club, Queens
Park Rangers from the lower
nationwide league, was de-
scribed as a lacklustre per-
formance that ended in a
scoreless draw.

Apart from hopes of
Mahdavikia, Tottenham
have other internationals,
Darren Anderton and Les
Ferdinand of England and
Norway's Allan Nielsen yet
to return after world cup

duty.

For example, he con-
tinued, Tehran-Riyadh ties
were improving and Iran-
Bahrain relations have made
progress to an extent that
both countries were about to
exchange ambassadors.

He said over the past few
months Iran has managed to
solve a great number of the
problems it used to have
with Iragq for many years
since the end of the war, cit-
ing exchange of POWS,
searching for remains of Ira-
nian and Iragi soldiers killed
in the war and paying pil-
grimage to holy places in
Iraq by Iranian nationals as
examples of the issued set-
tled by the two countries.

In response to a question
on wether there existed any
obstacle on the way of pro-
moting ties with Persian
Gulf states, Khaji said that
no one can claim that in pro-
moting their ties countries
seek similar goals, rather
there are some points in
common as well as some dif-
ferences in opinion.

“We never claim that we
have settled al our problems
with other countries. But we
favor expansion of ties and
believe that disputes can be
solved more easily under a
friendly atmosphere,” he
said.

Cairo ready
for diaog,
cooperation
with
Tehran

TEHRAN - A member
of parliament presiding
board Taha Hashemi Sun-
day in Cairo submitted a
message form Parliament
Speaker Ali  Akbar Na-
teq Nouri to the Speaker
of Egyptian People’'s As-
sembly Ahmad  Fathi Su-
rur. Referring to religious
and political background
of the two countries, Su-
rur expressed the hope
that the visit of the Iranian
parliamentary  delegation
to Egypt will lead to ex-
pansion of Tehran-Cairo
relations, IRNA reported.

Underlining the need
to remove the existing ob-
stacles in the way of fur-
ther promotion of ties be-
tween the two nations, he
voiced Cairo's full readi-
ness for dialog and coop-
eration with Tehran.

Referring to  Zionist
conspiracies, the Egyptian
speaker called on the Is-
lamic countries to unite to
counter the plots.

He welcomed Iran’s
initiative to form an as-
sembly comprising repre-

sentatives  from  parlia-
ments of Muslim
countries.

Hashemi said that his
visit to Cairo is aimed at
discussing with the Egyp-
tian officials establish-
ment of the Islamic coun-
tries  Inter-Parliamentary
Union.

He stressed that the
Iranian Parliament  wel-
comes formation of the
Iran-Egypt parliamentary
friendship groups.

Hashemi expressed the
hope that Muslim nations
will be able to counter Zi-
onist plots through form-
ing their inter-
parliamentary union.

Khatami said that the
package was forwarded to
the Leader after being re-
viewed and amended in
meetings with the Cabinet
ministers.

The letter stressed that
the following topics have
been given priority in the
new economic policies:
combined economic and so-
cial approach in tackling
economic  issues, prec-
edence of social justice,
public participation, ur-
gency of creating employ-
ment, providing public ac-
cess to economic
opportunities, security for
investment, reducing gov-
ernment involvement and
full implementation of usu-
ry-free banking activities.

The president pointed
out that the said policies are
in conformity with the prin-
cipled policies instructed by
the Leader and stipulated in
the Second Five-Year De
velopment Plan.

He aso remarked that
the Expediency Council
which is in charge of draw-
ing the outlines for genera
policies, will continue its
task so that its approvals, af-
ter being endorsed by the
Leader, will set the frame-
work for those serving in the
legislative, executive and ju-
dicial branches.

Of course, stressed the
president, the proposed pol-
icles as wel as imple-
mentation of programs can
be realized only when the
ground is prepared and
through the convergence of
al principle elements of the
system.

Turkmen
oll swap
with lran

Starts

TEHRAN - Iran’sfirst
crude exchange with Turk-
menistan started last week
when a cargo from Ire-
land's Dragon Oil was
shipped to the Caspian
port of Neka.

According to Petrole-
um Argus, Dragon Qil is
delivering 7,500 barrels
per day, al its offshore
production in return for an
equivaent amount of Iran
light crude to be collected
for export from the Per-
sian Gulf, IRNA reported
from London.

The start of a second
exchange deal between
Iran and Turkmenistan,
involving the UK ail in-
dependent, Monument, is
said to be imminent.

Monument’s  partner,
American oil major, Mo-
bil, has also applied for an
oil swap license to be ex-
cluded from U.S. domestic
sanctions.

To cope with growing
demand, Iran is currently
tendering for the building
of a 392 kms pipéine be-
tween Neka and Tehran to
dlow for exchanges of up
to 370,000 bpd by 2001.

The Nationd Iranian
Oil Company has commit-
ments to meet 120,000 bpd
in swap arrangements that
are conddered to be the
most inexpensive way to
export both oil and gas
from the landlocked Cas

\Pen y,

Lightning kills parents, daughter

In central Iran

Russian ambassador :

TEHRAN - Lightning killed three members of a family in Khosrovan
village in the vicinity of the city of Tafresh in Central Province Monday eve-

Governor of Tafresh Alireza Moharekpour said that the father of the fam-
ily, 65, the mother, 55, and the daughter, 18, were al killed in the incident.
The three were working on their farm when lightning hit the area, he add-

Russia sees promising prospect
for Moscow-Tehran ties

TEHRAN - The Rus-
sian Ambassador to Teh-
ran, Konstantin Shuvalov,
here on Sunday said that
President Mohammad
Khatami  has gained
world’s respect and trust
during his first year in of-
fice.

Speaking to IRNA on
the Iranian administra-
tion's performance, Shu-
valov praised Khatami for
the “maturity and wisdom
evident in his actions, his
deep understanding of the
country’s needs and com-
mitment to his campaign
promises.”

The diplomat stated
that Iran has managed to
better introduce its foreign
policy objectives to the
world. At the same time,
he added, Iran’s inter-
national stature has been
enhanced significantly and
that the country com-
mands more respect than
before.

Shuvalov lauded Kha-
tami’s much promoted in-
itiative for dialog amongst
civilizations. While the na-
tions should make full use
of globalization of econ-
omy, information and com-
munications, he stressed,
they should also preserve
their culture, religion and
ethnicity.

“Dialog amongst civ-
ilizations is a means of
striking a balance between
similarities and differences
which could in turn fa
cilitate blossoming of civ-
ilizations al over the
world,” the Russian dip-
lomat said.

Noting that Iran-Russia

Foreign exchange revenue to reach
DIrs 10.5 bn this year

TEHRAN - Iran’s for-
eign exchange revenue is ex-
pected to reach about DlIrs
10.5 hillion this year from
last year's Dirs 14 hillion,
said Deputy Governor of the
Central Bank of Iran (CBI)
Mohammad-Jafar Mojarad
here on Monday.

Mojarad, speaking to a
gathering of senior directors
of Bank Sepah, said the
country’s foreign exchange
incomes would be about DIrs
nine billion if the DlIrs 1.6
billion foreign debt is sub-
tracted from it, IRNA re-
ported.

He said that Dlrs 3.5 bil-
lion out of the tota sum
would be allocated for im-
port of basic commodities
thisyear.

Over the past four
months, the CBI had pay off
Dlrs 462 million out of the
total newly offered foreign
credits and by the year end it
would have repaid Dlrs 2.8
billion more.

He predicted that Iran
will have foreign revenue
deficit of three to 3.5 billion
dollars in the next eight
months of the year, adding
that to solve the problem
various measures will be tak-
en including use of the for-
eign exchange assets and
sale of oil in advance.

The Iranian official said
that based on estimates, if

the country imports DIrs 15-
16 billion worth of goods
annually, it will be possible
to attain a five percent ec-
onomic growth and to do
this new credit lines should
be absorbed. The country re-
ceived four billion dollars
worth of short term credit
lines last year and the figure
is expected to reach about
six billion dollarsthis year.

Referring to the re
duction in non-oil exportsin
the first quarter of this year
(March 21-June 21), Moj-
arad predicted that the figure
would reach three hillion
dollars at best by the year
end.

He said that the volume
of lran's short-term debts
dropped to 24 percent last
year from 76 percent in
1992 while the volume of
long-term debts have in-
creased to 76 percent in re-
cent years from 24 percent
in 1992,

According to Mojarad,
there would remain Dlrs two
billion worth of overdue
debts next year.

Elsewhere in his re
marks, Majarad stressed the
need for coordination be-
tween foreign exchange pol-
icies and monetary ones.

Also speaking at the
meeting, parliament repre-
sentative and member of its
presiding body  Mr. No-

bakht called for revision of
the country’s monetary and
financial policies in order to
give banks further authority
to offer facilities to ap-
plicants from various walks
of life.

Nobakht blamed in-
crease in inflation on the
surge in public demands
caused by the growth in li-
quidity.

ties have grown during
Khatami’s term, Shuvalov
specially expressed satis-
faction with the second
session of  the two coun-
tries’ joint economic com-
mission and the accord to
eliminate double taxation
in their trade.

The ambassador high-
lighted the close coop-
eration between Iranian
and Russian foreign min-

istries, adding that the
grounds are prepared for
continuous  consultations
between the two countries
over bilateral, regional
and international issues.

Russia is pleased with
its relations with “its good
neighbor Iran” and sees
promising prospects for
expansion of the bilateral
ties, the Russian diplomat
concluded.

UK officia urges
resumption of full
export cover for [ran

TEHRAN - The newly appointed chairman of the British
Iranian chamber of commerce has called for the restoration of
full insurance cover for exports for Iran to match the cover be-
ing offered by the UK’ s leading European competitors.

Viscount Waverley also urged the British government to
normalize relations with Iran, saying it was “potentially Brit-
ain's largest single market in the Middle East,” IRNA re-

ported from London.

Speaking in the House of Lords, the cross-bench member
said that he welcomed last week’s decision to resume short-
term officia insurance cover for British exports as a “first

step

But he said it falls “short of the much-needed full cover,

which currently France and ltaly offer, and which Germany

will soon be offering.”

Viscount Waverley also criticized Britain’s visa regime
for Iran as “practically unworkable” and asked if it was “not
high time to exchange ambassadors for the first time in nearly

20 years”

In response, Trade Minister Lord Simons said that the UK
government was “keen to encourage trade relations’ and that
the cover announced for capital goods and services contracts
concluded on cash payment terms and short-term reinsurance

wasthe “right first step.”

It will facilitate some valuable trade and be broadly wel-
comed by exporters, he said, adding that he hoped there would

be more cover to come.

The trade minister congratulated the lord on his appoint-
ment last week as the chairman of the British Iranian chamber
of commerce, saying he was sure it will do a “great deal for
relations and the trade we want to build up with Iran.”

Regarding visas, he said he agreed there was “work to be
done to smooth the procedures, which are not yet what we

would like them to be.”

The decision to make an estimated DIrs 160 million of
short-term cover immediately available to UK exporters
comes in the wake of the British government following efforts
by its European Union partners to improve relations with Iran.

In a further sign of adopting a new tone, Lord Simmons
refused to comment on Israeli-inspired allegations that Iran
was sponsoring international terrorism and persecuting re-
ligious minorities, saying it was a “matter for the government

of Iran to answer.”

|ran to promote cultural ties

with Vietnam

TEHRAN - lranian
Minister of Culture and Is-
lamic Guidance, Ataollah
Mohajerani, in Hanoi Mon-
day voiced Iran’s readiness
to enhance cultura coop-
eration with Vietnam.

In a meeting with Viet-
nam's Minister of Culture
and Information, Nguin
khoa Diem, he said that
more contacts between Ira-
nian and Vietnamese art-
ists, journalists, film mak-
ers and musicians will help
expand cooperation be-
tween the two nations,
IRNA reported from Ha-
noi.

He added that the cul-
tural agreement and con-
tracts signed by the two
countries film makers

have paved the way for bi-
lateral cultural coop-
eration. Organizing cultura
week at each country will
be a further step in this di-
rection, he added.

Stressing that Iran and
Vietnam, as two revolu-
tionary countries, could
exchange experiences in
cultural fields, Mohajerani
expressed the hope that
his visit to Hanoi, the first
by an Iranian culture min-
ister, will open a new
chapter in Tehran-Hanoi
relations.

Khoa Diem, em-
phasizing the need for
boosting bilateral cultural
ties, said that the visit of
his Iranian counterpart to
Hanoi will have a great

Pakistan, Iran urge need for setting up [1PU

TEHRAN - Pakistan and
Iran on Monday urged the
need for setting up of an Is-
lamic  Inter-Parliamentary
Union (IIPU), for a closer
interaction among the parlia-
mentarians of Muslim coun-
tries.

The matter was dis
cussed during a meeting by
the deputy chairman of the
Foreign Policy Committee of
the Iranian Parliament, Mo-
hammad Javad Larijani with
the Speaker of the National
Assembly  Illahi  Bukhsh
Soomro, in |damabad,
IRNA reported.

Soomro said that the Par-
liament of Pakistan is fully
supportive of creation of a
union of Idamic parlia
mentary states for regular
and closer interaction be-
tween the members from
Muslim countries.

“We are confident that it
will emerge as a very strong
consultative body for the

mutual benefit of the entire
ummah,” he said.

It was agreed that the
meatter should be discussed
amongst the representatives
of Idamic countries at the
forthcoming conference of
Inter-Parliamentary ~ Union
(IPU) in Moscow.

A draft charter for the
association will be prepared
by Pakistan for discussion
during the meeting, he add-
ed

Deliberating on bilateral
cooperation, Soomro said
Iranisa valued friend of Pa-
kistan and the two countries
have deep rooted religious,
cultural and historic affin-
ities.

Presenting a letter to the
speaker from his counterpart
in the lranian Parliament,
Larijani said the main pur-

pose of his visit is to discuss
cooperation with Pakistan on
the proposa of setting up
IIPU, as the two countries
have been pursuing the idea
over the years.

He sad, the co-
ordination committee set up
for the purpose will  meet
shortly in Tehran and final-
ize the agenda, venue and
time for the first meeting of
the proposed body. He said
that the I1PU shall operate in
full  harmony and coop-
eration with the Organiza-
tion of Islamic Conference
and the Inter-Parliamentary
Union.

Appreciating the parlia-
mentary system in Pakistan,
the deputy chairman of the
Foreign Policy Committee of
the Iranian Parliament said,
“parliament in Pekistan is a
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truly representative body and
has matured over the years
to a position of great
strength.”

The Deputy Speaker,
Chaudry Jaffar Igbal, Sec-
retary of National Assembly
Khan Ahmed Goraya and
Iranian Ambassador to Paki-
stan Mohammad Mehdi Ak-
hundzadeh also attended the
meeting.

impact on expansion of bi-
lateral cultural relations.

He said the Vietnamese
film makers are interested
in Iranian films which have
secured international rep-
utation, adding that they
would like to be host to Ira-
nian cinematographers at
Vietnamese film festivals.

Later on Monday, Mo-
hajerani held talks with the
Vietnamese foreign min-
ister.

He told Vietnam’'s Dep-
uty Prime Minister and For-
eign Minister Novien Men-
kam that the opening of
Vietnam’'s embassy in Teh-
ran and the visitsto Tehran
of the country’s deputy cul-
ture minister and vice-
president of its parliament
had paved the way for
broader relations between
the two countries.

The Vietnamese of-
ficials hoped relations be-
tween the two countries
would broaden in every
areain the future.

Referring to the in-
volvement of both coun-
tries in unwanted wars, the
Vietnamese official hoped
broader cultural relations
between Iran and Vietnam
would lay the groundwork
for broader political and ec-
onomic relations between
them.
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