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EARTHQUAKE ENGINEERING
STRENGTHENING & RETROFITTING:

* Wood Frame Houses
* Apartment Buildings

COMPLETE
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OFFICE OF ADMISSIONS AND RECORDS
PACIFIC SOUTHERN UNIVERSITY
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“FERDOUSI” LEARNING CENTRE

* Building Code Consulting

* Compliance with Building Dept. Viola
tion Orders

* Conditional Use Permit

* Subdivisions, Variances. Zone Changes

* Representation in Public Hearings
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Moyal & Moyal, North American Center

8 Finch Ave. West, Toronto, Ontario MZN 6L 1 Canada

Tel: (416) 733 - 0330

Fax: (416) 250 - 1818

e-mail: henrymoy @ idirect. com, http://web. idirect. Com/~ visacan
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Foreign minister to visit

Central Asia

TEHRAN -

Iran’'s Foreign Minister Kamal Kharrazi is to pay an officia

visit to a number of Central Asian countries in the next few days, diplomatic I N

sources said in Almaty Tuesday.
Meanwhile, a source at the Kazakh Foreign Ministry told IRNA that the
Iranian foreign minister in his tour of Central Asiawill aso visit Kazakhstan,

the first to the country since he took office last August.

Completion of the Caspian Sea legal regime and expansion of
Kazakhstan economic relations, in the area of oil in particular, will betop on
the agenda of Kharrazi’s talks with senior Kazakh officials, the source add-
ed.

Saudi official:

Iran-
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Tehran-Riyadh cooperation
consolidates Muslim unity

TEHRAN - Saudi crown
prince's son Turki ibn Ab-
dullah here Tuesday after-
noon said that Iran-Saudi
cooperation  would  help
bring Muslim states closer to
each other.

In a meeting with the
head of presidential office,
Mohammad Ali Abtahi, the

Saudi official expressed sat-
isfaction with the upward
trend of Iran-Saudi political,
economic and cultural re-
lations, IRNA reported.

Abtahi termed the ex-
panding cooperation be-
tween the two countries asa
source of hope for the whole
Muslim world.

Iran callsfor
expansion of tieswith
Mudlim, Arab states

TEHRAN - A member
of parliament’'s presiding
board Taha Hashemi said
Monday in Cairo that expan-
sion of relations with all Is-
lamic and Arab countries is
top in the agenda of Iran's
foreign policy.

Making the remark in a
meeting with head of For-
eign Relations Commission
of the Egyptian People’'s As-
sembly, Muhammad Ab-
dullah, he added that pro-
motion of bilateral
parliamentary  cooperation
will lead to further con-
solidation of Tehran-Cairo
relations, IRNA reported.

He stressed that the Is-
lamic Republic of Iran is de-
termined to broaden its re-
lations with countries which
respect the principles of the
Islamic Republic.

Referring to expansionist
policies of the Zionist re-
gime, Hashemi urged Mus-
lim countries to counter Zi-

onist conspiracy through
their unity.
Welcoming Iran’s in-

itiative to expand ties with
regional countries, Abdullah
stressed that exchange of vis-
its between the two countries
officials will help promote
bilateral relations.

Referring to historical re-
lations between the two na-
tions, he voiced Cairo’s in-
terests in bolstering ties with
Tehran.

Calling for establishment
of common Islamic market
to counter  enemy con-
spiracy, the Egyptian official
said that enemies of Islam
want to see economy of
Muslim countriesin ruins.

As to the recent Zionist
measures to judaize Beit ul-
Mogaddas, Abdullah ex-
pressed the hope that Mus-
lim countries through their
unified action will force the
enemy to withdraw.

The Iranian parlia
mentarian Monday handed
over a message from Parlia
ment Speaker Ali Akbar Na-
teq Nouri to his Egyptian
counterpart Ahmad Fathi Su-
rur.

Canada voices
readiness to invest In
lran’ s economic zZones

BANDAR ABBAS, Hor-
muzgan - The Canadian
Ambassador to  Tehran
Charles Michael de Salabery
here Monday said that his
country is interested in in-
vesting in the special mines
and metals zone in this
southern port.

Making the remark while
touring the zone, he added
that he will make efforts to
introduce potential of the
zone to Canadian companies,
IRNA reported.

On participation of Ca
nadian companies in various
Iranian projects, he sad a
Canadian consultant com-
pany isinvolved in construc-
tion of Karoun-3 dam. An-
other Canadian company is
negotiating expansion of a-
uminium projects with Ira
nian officials, Salabery add-
ed

Canada as a mgjor world
aluminium producer, has
vast experience and ex-
pertise in auminium in-
dustry and can help Iran ex-
pand its aluminium projects,
he said.

Lauding Iran’s efforts to
expand special mines and
metals zone, the Canadian
ambassador noted that Iran
by doing so has paved the
way for further investment
by foreign companies.

In his visit, the Canadian

Risein

TEHRAN - 1.5 million
tons of steel products were
produced out of 1.8 million
tons of unprocessed steel in
the first four months of the
year (March 21-July 22),
said managing director of
National Iranian  Steel
Company (NISC) Mostafa
M oazenzadeh.

Moazenzadeh said that
steel sheets alone con-
stituted more than 650,000
tons of the total output last
year and the remaining por-
tion included iron bars and
rods.

He said that about 5.5
million tons of steel prod-
ucts were produced last
year, adding that the main
problem facing Iranian
steel mills last year was im-

ambassador was presented
with a comprehensive report
on status of the zone, the
suitable grounds that exist in
the zone for foreign in-
vestments and economic pri-
orities of the zone.

The deputy head of the
zone Behroz Khosravi who
was briefing the Canadian
ambassador explained that
the zone was established by
the Iranian government in
1997 with an am of ab-
sorbing foreign investments
and utilizing  domestic
skilled work force.

Almahdi Aluminium
Factory and a steel jetty have
been set up in in the 1,200
hectare specia zone, he said.

The aluminium factory,
steel jetty at which ships
with  capacities up to
150,000 tons can berth,
cheap energy, water, elec-
tricity, access to high seas,
the international airport of
Bandar Abbas, rail roads
and domestic work force
are among the major ad-
vantages of the zone, he
added.

Representatives  from
some foreign countries such
as Japan, Australia and Ger-
many have visited the area
so far, expressing their re-
spective countries’ readiness
to invest in the zone, he con-
cluded.

“President Khatami’s
motto is dialog and there is
no problem that cannot be
solved through dialog,” Ab-
tahi added.

Prince Turki ibn Ab-
dullah arrived here on Tues-
day and was officialy wel-
comed a the airport by
Abtahi.

Abdullah is visiting Iran
to hand over messages from
his father Prince Abdullah
to President Mohammad
Khatami and Expediency
Council Chairman Ay-
atollah Akbar Hashemi Raf-
sanjani.

Talking to reporters, Ab-
dullah expressed happiness
with successful testing of

Rowhani:

Shahab-3 missile by Iran and
said that his country is not at
all concerned about the is-
sue.

Lauding the outstanding
role of Iran and Saudi Ara-
bia, Abtahi said for his part
that cooperation between
Iran and Saudi Arabia at re-
giona level would be highly
effective in settling problems
facing the region and the
world of Islam.

He expressed hope that
relations between Tehran
and Riyadh would further
expand and exchange of vis-
its between the two countries
would help solve the prob-
lems plaguing the Musliim
world and the region.

TEHRAN - Omani Air
Force Commander Major
Genera Mohammad bin
Mahfouz bin Sa'd al-Arezi
in Tehran on Tuesday called
for  direct  negotiations
among the regional states to
bring closer their viewpoints
on military issues.

In ameeting with Iranian
Minister of Defence and Lo-
gistics Admiral Ali Shamk-
hani, the Omani military of-
ficial emphasized the need
for multi-faceted develop-
ment of relations among the
Persian Gulf states and ex-
pressed pleasure with hisvis-
it to Iran, IRNA reported.

Shamkhani said the his-
torical relations and the com-
mon religious belief and na-
tional interests of the two
nations are the significant
parameters for development
of defence cooperation be-
tween Iran and Oman.

Shamkhani  referred to

President’ s foreign
policy “successful”

TEHRAN - First Vice-Speaker of Par-
Hassan Rowhani
“positive and successful” President Mo-
hammad Khatami’s foreign policy and

liament

defense programs.

Speaking on the first anniversary of
President Khatami’s administration, Ro-
whani said effective strides have been
taken in the field of foreign relations in
the past year, IRNA reported.

“At least one can say that there has
been more efforts than before towards
building confidence with regiona coun-
tries and neighboring states,” said Ro-
whani who is aso secretary of the Su-
preme National Security Council.

These confidence-building measures
can further consolidate peace and stability
in the region and prove as irrational pres-
ence of foreign forcesin the Persian Gulf,
thus preparing the ground for their speedy
evacuation from the region, he further

added.

Asfor Iran’sties with European coun-
tries, he said outstanding achievements
have been made in this connection and
ties with Europe have been mended.

Return of the European ambassadors
to Tehran, constructive dialog instead of
critical dialog and the visit of a number of
senior European officials to Tehran, es-
pecialy the EU Troika, are among these
achievements, Rowhani pointed out.

Rowhani, also head of the parliament
foreign commission, said last year major
industrial countries such as Japan and
Russia upgraded their relations with Iran.
the successful

Moreover,

assessed as

Islam.

meet of the Organization of the Islamic
Conference (OIC) in Tehran was a major
development in lran's
which forged further unity in the world of

foreign policy

However, he said, al together Iran’s
performance in the field of foreign re-
lations was positive last year, further dem-
onstrating realities of the Islamic Republic

to the world public opinion.

states.

The SNSC secretary also highlighted
Iran’s efforts in such fields as defense,
easing tension in relations with neigh-
boring countries including Irag, preserva
tion of stability and security on western
borders and forging closer ties with Paki-
stan and southern Persian Gulf littoral

In fact, developments in Iran’s foreign
policy minimized threats against the Is-
lamic Republic of Iran, Rowhani added.

Underlining the effective steps Iran

has taken in building up its defensive

might.

Rowhani

summit

power, the parliament vice-speaker said
the successful test-fire of the long-range
Shahab-3 missile was one of the sad
measures which

revealed Iran’s missile

“Of course Iran has previously con-
ducted many missile tests with different
ranges but the recent test was a new step,”
divulged.

Rowhani said that basic steps taken in
defensive areas have amost led Iran to-
wards self-sufficiency to the extent that to-
day the country has no need for the out-
side world in military technology and
manufacture of weapons.

MP asks government to draw up
new fuel consumption pattern

TEHRAN - A member
of the Oil Ccommission of
the Mgjlis, Morteza Zarin-
Gol, caled on the govern-
ment to formulate and imple-
ment a new pattern for op-
timal consumption of fuel,
the daily Iran reported.

The paper further quoted
the deputy as saying, “gov-
ernment must  provide the
vulnerable classes with the
necessary  subsidy  but
eliminate or minimize sub-
sidy to the well-to-do.”

Head of the oil commis-
sion of the Majlis added that
cost of producing and re-
fining oil products are by far
higher than their market
prices.

Zarin-Gol said, “it is un-
fair to provide fuel to afarm-
er who is engaged in pro-
ductive and agricultura
activities in a rura area at

the same priceit is offered to
an entrepreneur in  Tehran
who owns several cars.”

The pattern can be
worked out and implemented
within few months and by
doing so make up for alarge
portion of the budget deficit,

he added.

As another step to reduce
the budget deficit, export of
carpet and agricultural prod-
ucts can be promoted
through removal of the pre-
vailing impediments, he told
Iran.

lran, ASan states
to manufacture
joint satellite

TEHRAN - Joint man-
ufacture of a multi-purpose
satellite will begin soon by
Iran and five other Asian
countries, Deputy Post, Tel-
ephone and Telegraph Min-
istry for International Af-
fairs Mehdi Tabeshian said

quarterly stedl products

port of 2.4 million tons of
steel products.

He added that 400,000
tons of ferro aloy and
steel were imported last
year.

Moazenzadeh said that
300,000 tons of iron wares
were imported in the first
quarter of the year (March
21-June 21).

More than 210,000
tons out of total were im-
ported via northern ports.

He referred to Russia
and Ukraine as the main
suppliers of steel products
to Iran in the said period.

He expressed hope that
more than 1.5 million tons
of steel products would be
produced out of about 6.5
million tons of

Reporting on the pro-
duction of 200-300, OOO
tons of high quality steel by
Isfahan foundry this year,
Moazenzadeh said that it
would relieve part of mar-
ket shortages.

M oazenzadeh expressed
hope that export of steel
products would earn the
country Dlrs 350 million
thisyear.

He said 150 million dol-
lars in foreign exchange
has been earmarked to steel
mills this year and they are
required to earn the rest of
their needed hard currency
through export of their
products.

The figure stood at Dirs
680 million last year, he
added.

Moazenzadeh said that
NISC plans to increase its
production capacity by
commissioning the
550,000-ton steel mill of
Azarbaijan and the
140,000-ton  steel aloy
plant of Yazd this year.

He added that NISC in-
tends to raise its production
to 12 million tons a year
within three years through
implementation of related
projects.

Concluding his re
marks, Moazenzadeh said
that Chadormalu iron ore
complex in Yazd Province
yields 1.5 million tons of
iron ore and that plan is un-
derway to raise the yield to
three million tons next
year.

here Tuesday.

Addressing repre-
sentatives from China, Paki-
stan, Mongolia, Thailand
and South Korea who have
gathered in Tehran, he said
that the satellite will be used
for telecommunication and
monitoring, IRNA reported.

Manufacture of the sat-
ellite will cost DIrs 20 mil-
lion, Tabeshian said adding
that the participating coun-
tries have paid their shares.

He expressed the hope
that the satellite will be
completed and launched by
the year 2001.

The Idlamic Republic of
Iran has announced readi-
ness to help manufacture of
the satellite’s ground anten-
na and the needed batteries
as well as construction of
satellite stations, he said.

The agreement on man-
ufacture of the satellite was
inked in Thaland three
months ago by the five
countries, Tabeshian con-
cluded.

the wide-scale activities at
the regional level in the Per-
sian Gulf in connection with
detente and convergence of
views on security and mil-
itary grounds and said such
activities would protect re-
gional security against out-
side factors.

The Omani Air Force
commander arrived here
Tuesday morning on a 2-day
visit with a message from
Sultan Qaboos for President
Mohammad Khatami.

Al-Arezi, the special en-

lranian elected ABU

Secretary-general

voy of sultan of Oman, was
greeted at the airport by
Navy Commander of the Is-
lamic Revolution’s Guards
Corps (IRGC), Rear Admiral
Ali Akbar Ahmadian, and
Omani ambassador to Teh-
ran.

Referring to the positive
impact of such visits, he
said, they promote under-
standing among regiona
countries.

Rear Admiral Ahmadian
said foreign countries which
are after plundering the rich

TEHRAN - The governing board of the Asia-pacific Broadcasting Union
(ABU) elected Javad Mottagi as secretary-general of the regional union for a
three-year term.

Mottagi who has served as director of the sports service of the Islamic
Republic of Iran broadcasting (IRIB) replaces former ABU secretary-general
Hugh Leonard at the permanent office of the union in Kuala Lumpur.

Founded in 1964 to assist the development of radio and television in Asia
and the Pecific and its use for educational purposes, the regiona broad-
casting union has 43 full members, 29 additional and 28 associate members
in 51 countries. IRIB is the full member of ABU.

resources of the Persian Gulf
make many justifications for
their illegitimate presence in
the Persian Gulf.

He said the best way to
ward off the enemies is to
solidify  traditional  and
friendly relations among the
Muslim and regional coun-
tries.

The Omani delegation is
to hold talks with senior Ira-
nian military officias.

Ahmadian heading a del-
egation, visited Oman last
April.

|ran expands Caspian exploration
study with UK consortium

TEHRAN - The recently-
formed Caspian ffiliate of
the Nationa Iranian Oil
Company is reported to have
made significant progress in
finalizing terms of a major
exploration study with an in-
ternationa consortium.

Khazar Exploration and
Production Company has
been holding indepth dis-
cussions with three oil firms
with UK links following the
submission of proposals by a
dozen or so largely European
companies relating to un-
explored Iranian offshore
waters in the Caspian, IRNA
reported from London.

Anglo-Dutch Shell, Brit-
ish Petroleum and UK in-
dependent Las Mo, short-

listed to carry out the study
program, were reported by
Middle East Economic Sur-
vey to be now negotiating
expanded arrangements to
cover fast-track identifica
tion of exploration blocks.

Prospects in  areas,
where seismic and other ge-
ological information of suf-
ficient quality already exist,
are expected to be nominat-
ed by the consortium within
six months from when the
exploration study is signed,
possibly later this month or
in September, it said.

The weekly reported
that once priority aress are
established, the three oil
firms will be given an ex-
clusive opportunity to par-

ticipate in buy-back service
contracts for the acreage,
otherwise they would be of-
fered to third parties.

It did not know if the for-
eign consortium would be
expanded to include other oil
companies, mentioning that
a number were keen to join
and that EIf Aquitaine of
France and Italy’s Agip were
regarded as the most viable
contenders.

Concurrent  with  the
short-term aim of identifying
exploration blocks, the long-
er-term phase of exploration
study is said to include a vast
swath of deep water territory
in the Iranian sector of the
Caspian basin, that is ex-
pected to take 18 months.

Minister callsfor general
mobilization to rehabilitate economy

TEHRAN - Minister
of Commerce Mohammad
Shariatmadar ~ here on
Tuesday called for a gen-
eral mobilization to help
the government with the
implementation of the re-
cently announced plan to
rehabilitate the country’s
economy.

Speaking at the gath-
ering to discuss veg-
etable oil production in
the country, Shar-
iatmadar said that the
presidential plan sup-

ported by the Leader is
the result of many con-
sultations with experts in
and outside the govern-
ment, IRNA reported.

He further noted that
socia justice is the under-
lying principle in the new
economic plan.

Turning to the issue of
vegetable oil needs of the
country, the official put the
annual demand for cooking
oil in the country at
950,000 tons, of which
only 70,000 tons is pro-

duced in the country.

Noting the jump in the
price of vegetable oil in
world markets, Shar-
iatmadar advocated con-
struction of new oil extrac-
tion factories thus enabling
the country to import oil
seeds instead of processed
oil.

The three-day gathering
is due to discuss ways of
reaching relative  self-
sufficiency in terms of veg-
etable oil and oil seeds.

Achievement of Khatam
administration for women

TEHRAN - The turn-out
of millions of women in the
May 23, 1997 elections in
support of President Kha
tami is an emphasis on the
fact that they have pinned
hope on Khatami's main
presidential  slogan, defense
for indisputable rights of
women.

On the other hand, ac-
knowledgement of women's
potential and opening up of
abright horizon before wom-
en by President Khatami in
the past year and despite the
prevailing economic and po-
litical problems, has further
contributed to the trans
parency of women's par-
ticipation in the state affairs.

Zahra Shojaei, advisor to
president for women's af-
fairs, told IRNA that Pres-
ident Khatami’s approva of

women’s potential has cul-
minated in the appointment
of two female members in
hiscabinet ministers.

Moreover, increase in
the budget allocated to wom-
en's affairs this year and
women'’s access to the fund
to support employment facil-
ities are among many
achievements of Khatami’'s
administration, shesaid.

Soheila  Jelodarzadeh,
Tehran deputy at the parlia
ment, said that appointment
of two women in the cabinet
by President Khatami has for
ever put an end to the wrong
interpretation that women
are not able to hold key po-
sitions.

However, she said wom-
en are expected to be given a
larger share of various min-
istries, especialy the Educa

Iran, Russia express concern
over Afghan crisis

TEHRAN - Iranian Am-
bassador to Moscow Mehdi
Safari and a Russian Foreign
Ministry official in Moscow
reviewed the latest develop-
ments in the war-torn Af-
ghanistan.

The Russian side ex-
pressed his country’s con-
cern over escalation of war
in Afghanistan, IRNA re-
ported from Moscow.

He underlined the need
for an end to the bloodshed
and foreign intervention and
stressed the urgency of the
resumption of talks between
the warring factions.

The Russian official said
Moscow is currently stud-
ying practicall measures to
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halt spread of clashes in the
war-ravaged Afghanistan.

The Russian official aso
raised the ongoing clashesin
Afghanistan in  separate
meetings with Pakistani and
Afghan ambassadors to Mos-
cow.

tion Ministry where half of
the staff are women.

Fatemeh Karrubi, Majlis
deputy for Tehran, said that
the president's belief in
equal presence of men and
women in al arenas as a
guarantor of freedom and po-
litical, economic, socia and
cultura development as
well as creation of job op-
portunities on political and
social scenes are other
achievements of the past

Iranian
disabled team
to competein
world contest

TEHRAN - The national
Iranian disabled track and
field team isto competein the
2nd round of international
track and field competitions
of disabled to be held in
Birmingham, Britain, August
9-16, it was on Tuesday.

The federation for the dis-
abled athletes added that the
Iranian team will leave for
Birmingham today

Thefirst round of the con-
test was held in Berlin, Ger-
many, in 1994.
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