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KLM, Air France, British Airways
Kuwait Airways; lran Air, Turkish Airline

SKYWAYS TRAVEL
301 South Tryon St. Suite 75
Charlotte, NC 28202
Tel: 704 - 370 - 0054
Fax: 704 - 370 - 0055
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A.GHARIB SERVICES

418 NOLAN AVE.

GLENDALE, CA 91202
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New Version, up to 10 Educational games!
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1-888-ANDISHEH
FAX:(650)856-8201

E-mail:info@andisheh.com Multimedia
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VISIT THE GLORY OF ANCIENT PERSIA
Join uson our “RED CARPET” atwo weeks fully escorted
Journey to IRAN
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EARTHQUAKE ENGINEERING
STRENGTHENING & RETROFITTING:

* Wood Frame Houses
* Apartment Buildings

COMPLETE
MUNICIPAL SERVICES
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OFFICE OF ADMISSIONS AND RECORDS
PACIFIC SOUTHERN UNIVERSITY
9581 W. PICO BLVD.
LOSANGELES. CA. 90035 U.SA.
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“FERDOUSI” LEARNING CENTRE

* Building Code Consulting

* Compliance with Building Dept. Viola
tion Orders

* Conditional Use Permit

* Subdivisions, Variances. Zone Changes

* Representation in Public Hearings

16055 VENTURA BLVD., SUITE 725
ENCINO CA 91436 .
(818) 501 - 1028
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Moyal & Moyal, North American Center

8 Finch Ave. West, Toronto, Ontario MZN 6L 1 Canada

Tel: (416) 733 - 0330

Fax: (416) 250 - 1818

e-mail: henrymoy @ idirect. com, http://web. idirect. Com/~ visacan
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Japanese deputy foreign
minister to visit Iran

TEHRAN - Japanese Deputy Foreign Minister Minoru Tamba is to visit

Iran in anear future, an official source said on Wednesday.

Tamba's visit to Tehran is within the framework of bilateral talks be-
tween deputy foreign ministers of the two countries, the source said.

Iran’s Deputy Foreign Minister for Asia-Pacific Affairs Mohsen Amin-
zadeh led the Iranian delegation to the previous round of talks, held in Tokyo

in February.

According to the source, the issue of the meeting between heads of the
two states on the sidelines of the U.N. session will be aso discussed during

the visit.

Khatami:
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- lran-Saudi ties herald brighter
futurefor Mudlim world

TEHRAN - President
Mohammad Khatami here
on Wednesday said that am-
icable relations between Iran
and Saudi Arabia heralds a
much brighter future for the
region and the Muslim
world.

Receiving Saudi crown
prince's son Turki ibn Ab-
dullah, Khatami added, “the
Islamic Republic of Iran has
always sought cooperation
and cordia relations
amongst Muslim states and
al the countries in the re-
gion,” IRNA reported.

President:

Persian Gulf security should be

The president reiterated
Iranian commitment to re-
moval of tensions and
strengthening of friendship
amongst Muslim states, add-
ing “this friendship is what
we're al in need of because
we all care about security.”

Highlighting the im-
portant roles of Iran and Sau-
di Arabia in the security of
the region, Khatami said
meetings of the two coun-
tries’ officials is a source of
confidence for the whole
Muslim world.

The president, who

chairs the Organization of
the Ilamic Conference, re-
ferred to the Zionist regime
as the biggest threat to the
regional states. All Muslim
states should work in har-
mony to defend the rights of
the Pdestinian nation, Kha-
tami added.

The chief executive fur-
ther stated that the Islamic
Republic commits al its re-
sources to the cause of peace
and security in the region

The Saudi officia de-
livered a message from the
kingdom’s crown prince to

provided by regional states

TEHRAN - Omani Air
Force Commander Major
General Mohammad ibn
Mahfuz Al-Aresi in Tehran
on Wednesday submitted a
message from Oman’'s Sul-
tan Qaboos bin Said to Pres-
ident Mohammad Khatami.

President Khatami said
Hormuz Strait and the Per-
sian Gulf are the strategic
points in the world requiring
security which should be
provided by the regiona
states themselves, IRNA re-
ported.

The president expressed
regret about the use of force
and conflicts in the current
century and said war be-
tween the big powers or
against small states and its
worst form of pitting the
brotherly  nations against
each other are al for the in-
terests of the big powers.

He hoped that the world
would reach a level of un-
derstanding in which there
would be no need for use of
force.

President Khatami said,
“we should remove the men-
tality that power is aways
coupled with aggression and
hostility. We want to use
power to serve peace and
friendship.”

He welcomed the mil-

Bitaraf:

itary and defensive coop-
eration between Iran and the
regional states specialy with
Oman and said, “we believe
this military cooperation is
not against any country and
aims only to serve the secur-
ity and peace in the Persian
Gulf  specidly  Hormuz
Strait.”

Fortunately, there appear
to be a growing trend of
friendship between the Is
lamic Republic of Iran, re-
gional states and other coun-
tries. today, we have more
amicable relations with our
friends and neighbours com-
pared to the past, President
Khatami said.

Al-Aresi said the Omani
officials are determined to
develop relations with Iran.

He expressed pleasure
with Iranian cooperation
within the framework of
Tehran-Muscat military
friendship committee.

Meanwhile, the Omani
Air Force commander and
Foreign  Minister Kamal
Kharrazi in a meeting here
on Wednesday explored
ways of expanding Tehran-
Muscat relations.

Al-Ares said that his
country is interested in ex-
panding its relations with
Iran, which he said has an

important role in  main-
taining stability and peace in
theregion.

He termed his talks with
Iranian officids as “pos
itive.”

Kharrazi welcomed mil-
itary cooperation between
Iran and Oman and said that
such cooperation would help
strengthen regional peace
and stability.

Iran attaches specia im-
portance to regiona coop-
eration, Kharrazi said, add-
ing that the Islamic Republic
seeks to expand its ties with
Oman.

President Khatami and ex-
pressed appreciation  for
Khatami’s support for ex-
pansion of Iran-Saudi ties.

Turki  ibn  Abdullah
termed positive develop-
ments in lran-Saudi ties as
“a sign of divine blessing,”
adding that his lranian visit
aims to bring the two nations
closer to each other.

In a separate meeting lat-
er on Wednesday, Turki ibn
Abdullah, held talks with
Foreign Minister ~ Kamal
Kharrazi on Tehran-Riyadh
cooperation.

Kharrazi expressed
pleasure with the friendly re-
lations and cooperation be-
tween the two countries and
said the political resolve of
the officials of Iran and Sau-
di Arabia has helped develop
bilateral relations.

Kharrazi said Iran is the
cradle of Islamic culture and
civilization and the Saudi
Arabiaisthe birthplace of Is-
lam and home to its holy
shrines, adding that ex-
change of visits by the two
countries peoples and gov-
ernment delegations would
serve to  bring the two na
tions closer together and
help the mutual under-
standing.

Kharrazi wished for im-
mediate recovery of King
Fahd who was hospitalized
earlier this week for medical
care.

Turki ibn Abdullah con-
veyed the greetings of Saudi
Crown Prince Amir Ab-

dullah to Kharrazi and said
Saudi Arabiais keen on up-
grading its relations with
Iran in political, economic,
and communications fields.

He said exchange of vis-
its by the officials of Iran
and Saudi  Arabia would
help enhance bilateral coop-
eration.

Turki ibn Abdullah ar-
rived in Tehran on Tuesday
to hand over messages from
Crown Prince Abdullah to
President Khatami and head
of the Expediency Council
Akbar Hashemi Rafsanjani.

Two Iranian films
at Edinburgh festival

TEHRAN - Two Iranian films are being premiered at Edinburgh’s Inter-
national Film Festival later this month to demonstrate how exceptional cinema
isin Iran. A UK-produced documentary on divorce Iranian style is also getting
its world premier at the oldest continually running international film festival,
now in its 52 year in the Scottish capital, IRNA reported from London.

The new films from two of Iran’s most prolific directors include the inter-
national premier of Mojtaba Raei’s Birth of a Butterfly (Tavalod-e Yek Par-
vaaneh) and the British premier of Abolfazl Jalili’s Dance of Dust (Raghs-e

Among awards, Jalili took the Golden Osella at the 1995 Venice Film Fes-
tival for Det Means Girl (Det Y ani Dokhtar).

Iranian petroleum
summit moved to London

TEHRAN - Next month's two-day Ira-
has been re-
scheduled to be held at London's Meridien
Hotel starting September 14 from its pre-
viously announced location in Nicosia, Cy-

nian petroleum summit

prus.

Organisers Smi Ltd said the changed ve-
nue was due to recent developments in the
region and international industry requisi-
tion, IRNA reported from London.

The conference is to examine “how to
in lran in the
light of a second round of projects an-
nounced by the National Iranian Oil Com-
pany (NIOC) and earlier contract an-

do business successfully”

nouncements.

Key presentations are being made by
managing director of NIOC (offshore) S. E.

Kuwaiti ambassador:

Jalilian, managing director of NIOC (Kala,
London) Ahmad Rahgozar and Secretary
General of Iran Chamber of Commerce,
Industry and Mines, Ali Shams Ardekani.
Other speakers on investment op-

portunities in Iran include former British

energy minister, Tim Eggar, new chief ex-
ecutive at Monument Oil, senior vice pres-
ident of Elf, Joel Bouchard, director of
Premier Oil, Steve Lowdon, Conoco Mid-
dle East director J. Brooks Buxton and
British gas director Adrian Webb.

The international conference is being
supported by NIOC, the Financial Times
and BP Exploration.
month’s successful
Iranian projects, attended by nearly 500
delegates from 30 countries.

It follows last
launch in London of

lran’smissletest, nothreat toregion

TEHRAN - The test-
firing of Shahab-3 missile by
Iran  has made the Arab
countries happy, sad Ku-
wait's Charge d Affaires
Khaled al-Sheiybani, adding
that the test was no threat to
the Arab and regional states.

In an interview here with
the English daily ‘Tehran
Times  published Wednes-
day, Al-Sheiybani said that
the Zionist regime tries to
portray the Iranian missile as
athreat to the entire region.

The Zionist propaganda
was being launched ignoring
the fact that Israel keeps an
arsenal of over 220 nuclear
missiles, he said.

After coming to power
of President Khatami, friend-

ly relations between Iran
and Arab states have been
strengthening constantly, the
Kuwaiti official said, adding
that Iran-Kuwait political re-
lations are at its highest lev-
el and Kuwaiti government
and people fully support
President Khatami’s pol-
icies.

Referring to the trade ex-
changes between Iran and Ku-
wait, he said that there is more
room for strengthening of ec-
onomic relations between the
two Idamic countries.

Moreover, encouraging
businessmen to invest in
each other's states and ink-
ing of agreement on re
moving double taxation in a
few months, will further

Floods claim 39 lives throughout Iran

TEHRAN - Some 39
persons were killed as a re-
sult of floods which hit vari-
ous parts of the country in
the recent week, said the nat-
ural disaster headquarters of
the Interior Ministry,
Wednesday .

According to the head-
quarters, in Masouleh, Gilan
Province, 29 persons were
killed and 18 others injured
while 30 reported missing.
The floods also damaged 10
houses, trade and govern-

- Eight hydrodectric power
sations under construction

ZANJAN - Minister of
Energy Habibollah Bitaraf
said here Tuesday that eight
hydroelectric power plants
with the capacity of gener-
ating 8,000 megawatts are

currently under construction
in different parts of the
country.

Addressing reporters in
this northwestern province,
he said the power plants will
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gradually become opera
tional by the year 2006,
IRNA reported.

Several combined-cycle
power plants, with power
generation capacity of 6,000
megawatts are also under
construction, he added.

Bitaraf stressed that in
order to meet the eight per-
cent growth in the country’s
energy consumption, some
1,600-2,000 megawatts
should be added to the pow-
er generation capacity each
year. Seven reservoir dams
will also become opera-
tional by theend of the cur-
rent lranian year, March 20,
1999, he added.

ment buildings, IRNA re-
ported.

Some 1000 heads of live-
stock were killed and 50 cars
and six bridges were de-
stroyed in Masouleh.

Floods hit Kojour, a dis-
trict of Nowshahr in Ma
zandaran  Province, fol-
lowing heavy hailstorm,
damaging 19 villages.

As a result, 120 houses
were damaged by 20 to 80
percent, 250 tons of ag-
ricultural produce were de-
stroyed and 300 hectares of
farmlands and orchards were
damaged by over 20 percent
with some being totally de-
stroyed. Four educational
and health care centers were

Budget official:

damaged by 40 percent.

In Jolfa, Haris and Hadi-
Shahr, in East Azarbaijan
Province, one person was
killed in the floods.

In Meshkin-Shahr and
Khalkhal cities of Ardebil
Province, in northwest Iran,
five persons were killed and
three disappeared while ag-
ricultural lands, buildings
and rura roads were dam-
aged.

Four persons were killed
and four othersinjured while
two cars were damaged in
Orumiyeh, West Azarbaijan
Province.

Floods also damaged res-
identia quarters and farm-
lands in Orumiyeh, north-

Non-oil exports system
to be restructured

TEHRAN - Deputy President and head of Plan and Bud-
get Organization of Iran Mohammad Ali Ngafi told re-
porters here Wednesday that under phase one of nationa ec-
onomic restructuring non-oil exports would be encouraged
and foreign exchange system would be improved.

He said also that certain services would be entrusted to the
private sector and to the cooperatives as part of the project,
IRNA reported. Najafi said the Cabinet had also adopted
measures for speeding up issue of non-oil export licenses at
the Export Promotion Center of Iran and also at the General
Trade Department. According to the deputy president pro-
posed investments in food processing industries and in pack-
ing industries for agricultural products would be given prior-

ity for receiving banking facilities.

London premier for Kiarostami’s
first film after 24 years

TEHRAN - Abbas Kia
rosami’s first full-length fea-
ture, Mosafer (The Traveller)
was privately screened in Lon-
don Wedneday a& an ex-
clusve UK premier 24 years
after the film was made.

The 1974 film, which gives
a unique ingght into pre-
revolution Iran, is being put on
generd release Friday at the In-
ditute of Contemporary Arts,
IRNA reported from London.

The traveler, is about a

young rural football fan setting
off to attend the big match of
the season in Tehran, has never
been previoudy shown in Brit-
ain due to the absence of an
English subtitled print.

The premier follows last
month's release in London of
Kiarostami’s T'am-e Guilass
(Taste of Cherry), which won
the Golden Globe at last year's
Cannes Film Festival.

In 1997, the highly re-
spected Iranian director was

Iran, Azerbaijan to reactivate
border markets

TEHRAN - Iran’s Ambassador to Baku Ali-Reza Bigdeli
and Azeri TradeMinistry official F. Aliyevinameetingin Baku
on Wednesday discussed issues of mutual interest to the two
countries.The two sides at the meeting stressed the need to ac-
tivate Bilesawar and Astaraborder marketsin view of their pos-
itiveimpact onlranianand Azeri border dwellers' standards of
living, IRNA reported from Baku. The Azeri official referredto
last week’ sdecisionby Azeri Cabinettoresumeborder markets
activitiesand expressed hopethat the marketswould resume ac-

tivity inthenear future.

aso awarded UNESCO's Fel-
lini gold medal for achieve-
ments in film, freedom, peace
and tolerance.

west of Iran.

City installations and
livestock breeding farms
were damaged in Damghan,
in Semnan Province, early
this week.

In Hamedan, residential
quarters, public installations
and livestock breeding
farms sustained damage.

The headquarters added
that relief teams of the Red
Crescent Society and the law
enforcement forces are car-
rying out rescue operations
in the flood-stricken areas.

Meanwhile, fire at Ker-
manshah forests, in west of
the country, destroyed tens
of hectares of forest lands.
According to the latest re-
ports, measures are under-
way to control the fire.

boost the economic relations
between the two neighbors,
he added.

Regarding Iran’s tourist
attractions, the diplomat said
in 1996 only 2,000 Kuwaitis
visited Iran and the number
increased to 9,000 in 1997
and that due to Iran’'s new

policies and the facilities
being extended for tourists,
the number of tourists will
increase further thisyear.

The officia finally ex-
pressed hope that the mu-
tual ties between the two
Islamic states would further
strengthen.

Iran exports
pharmaceutical
productsto 30 countries

KERMANSHAH - 95
percent of the country’s
needed medicine is produced
domestically, said an Iranian
Industries Ministry officia
here on Wednesday.

Director General of the
Food and Drugs Department
of Industries Ministry Mo-
hammad-Mehdi  Parsapour
added that Iran presently ex-
ports pharmaceutical prod-
ucts to 30 countries.

\Meanwhile, head of
Iran's Razi Research In-
stitute (IRSI) Ali-Akbar Mo-
hammadi said that the in-
stitute produces 1.7 billion
doses of 57 types of vac-
cines, serums and antigens
annually.

Mohammadi told IRNA
that 80 percent growth was
registered in IRS’ s production
last year compared to the fig-
ures over the past Six years.

He said that his institute
saves about DIrs 100 million
for the country annually by
producing the aforesaid
items.

He added that tetanus,
whooping cough, diphtheria,
polio, measles and mumps
vaccines as well as snake
and scorpion bite serums are
among major products of
IRSI.

Mohammadi said that 85
percent of vaccines and ser-
ums for human beings, 80
percent of poultry vaccines
and all vaccines for the live-
stock are produced at IRSI,
which exported its surplus
products to 19 countries last

ear.

IRSI is among the first
ten top polio vaccine pro-
ducers worldwide, said
Mohammadi, adding that
contracts have been signed
with France for exchange of
experts, technology, and
technical know-how for pro-
duction of vaccines.

Mohammadi  expressed
hope that IRSI would earn
the country more than 300
million dollars annualy
through export of its prod-
ucts.

Government plans
to create jobs for youth

TEHRAN - Secretary of
the High Council for the
Youth Affairs and pres
idential advisor Morteza
Mirbageri told a press con-
ference in Tehran that the
government has planned to
spend RIs 300 bhillion for
occupation and Rls 50 bil-
lion for participation of the
youth in reconstruction of
the country.

He said RIs 10 billion
of the figure would be chan-
nelled to the young students
studying at high school lev-
el and higher through Con-
struction Jihad Ministry and
the Ministry of Education,
IRNA said.

Mirbageri said part of
the credit will be spent on
equipping data centers
throughout the country ac-
cessible to the vyouth,
launching 10 consultant

British mountaineers
tovigit Iran

TEHRAN - Three women representatives of the British
Mountaineering Council are to visit Iran in late summer in or-
der to exchange experience with Iranian mountaineers and
boost cooperation, said Women'’s Sports Department Wednes-
day. According to the report, the British delegation com-
prising Angela Celia Bull, Glenda Huzter and Kathryn Louise
Pyke, are to climb Alam Kouh and Biston, in western Iran.

During their stay in Iran, the British delegation will in-
vestigate ways to train Iranian women how to climb high
mountains. The Iranian Women Mountaineering Association
plans to send a team to Nepal early this autumn to climb one

of the Himalayan peaks.
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centers in Tehran and three
consultant centers in each
province to give services
to the youth and holding
special festival for the
young generation at na-
tional level annually on the
occasion of Ten-Day Dawn
(Feb.1-11).

The president’s advisor
for youth affairs said part of
the money would go to form
non-governmental agencies
for the youth according to
their own preferences.

He said the High Coun-
cil for the Youth Affars
would help the young pop-
ulation to get in touch sys-
tematically with the young
people who have gained top
positions in various socia
and cultura grounds to
share experience with them.

On the government’s
plan to create jobs for the
young population, Mir-
bageri said according to the

programming annually
800,000 jobs would be
created to absorb the youth.

On housing problem of
the youth, he said the youth
would be provided with
35,000 housing units an-
nually. The houses would
be rented to the young cou-
ples and they will be able to
possess the rented house in
the long run.

In another development,
a senior official aa Con-
struction Jihad Ministry said
that some 17,000 new jobs
will be created in various
handicrafts fields this year
(ending March 20, 1999).

Director General for
Carpet and Rural Industries
Department of the ministry,
Hassan Maki, told IRNA
that a banking credit of RIs
25.5 billion has been ear-
marked for creation of jobs
in these fields in the cur-
rent year. He added that RIs
2.5 billion is to go to train-
ing of work force in various
fields.

Maki pointed out the
ministry plans to develop
and revive rural handicrafts.
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