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Moyal & Moyal, North American Center
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France to cooperate with [ran in

new car production

TEHRAN - The French car manufacturer PSA Peugeot

inlran.

A joint Saipa-Citroen committee will be formed to formulate plans for
the manufacture of parts and cars by Saipaand their marketing abroad by Ci-
troen. The initial agreement was signed by Citroen and Saipa some four

years ago.

ran, Jordan toexam

TEHRAN- The visiting
Jordanian Foreign Minister
and Deputy Prime Minister
Jawad da-Anani said here
Saturday evening that the

Jordanian delegation is car-
rying messages of friendship
and brotherhood.

Making the remark in a
meeting with Iranian Foreign
Minister Kama Kharrazi,
he called for utilization of
immense potential in both
countries, IRNA reported.

Referring to exchange of
visits between the two coun-
tries officials, Al-Anani said
that such visits will lead to
expansion of Tehran-
Amman relations.

Briefing Kharrazi on the
latest regional developments
and the recent Zionist meas-
ures to judaize the holy
Qods, he said that Jordan
feels threatened by such
moves.

Kharrazi called for iden-
tifying potential and facil-
ities in both countries to
promote bilateral cultural,
economic and political coop-
eration.

Referring to exchange of
delegations, particularly in
the past oneyear, he ex-

pressed the hope that the up-
ward trend in Tehran-
Amman ties will continue.

Kharrazi also urged is
lamic countries to resist ex-
pansionist policies of the Zi-
onist regime through unity
and solidarity.

The issue of the holy
Qods and rights of the Pal-
estinian nation enjoy a pri-
ority in Iran’s foreign policy,
he noted.

Iran as the current chair-
man of the Organization of
the Islamic Conference
(OIC) stresses solidarity of

Muslim nations to rescue
Bait-ul Mogaddas, to deter
expansionist policies of the
Zionist regime and to re-
cover rights of Palestinians.

On Turkey-lsrael  mil-
itary pact, he said it is detri-
mental to the region and re-
gional cooperation.

Both ministers under-
lined the need for increased
consultations between the
two countries.

Jawad a-Anani  arrived
in Tehran on Saturday and
was welcomed by his Iranian
counterpart Kamal Kharrazi.

Al-Anani told a press
conference that the aim of
his visit is to build appropri-
ate infrastructure for de-
velopment of bilateral re-
lations.

He said his visit is aimed
a going ahead with nego-
tiations between the officials
of Iran and Jordan.

Al-Anani said his talks
with the Iranian officials
would focus on bilateral re-
lations, issues of mutua in-
terest in the Persian Gulf, the
Middle East as well as topics
on economic, tourism and
cultural exchanges.

the Jordanian foreign
minister said his negotiations
would aso include regional
and international issues con-
sistent with the Mudim
world owing to Iranian pres-
idency of the Organization
of the Idamic Conference
(QIC).

Asked about the the mil-
itary pact between Turkey
and the Zionist regime, Al-
Anani said “Turkey is one of
the largest Islamic states, we
may have differences with
Turkey, but, we should not
incite Turkey with 95 per-
cent Muslim population. In-
stead, we should hold con-
structive  didogue  with
Turkey.”

Egyptian official:

Wide horizon open
for Egyptian-Iranian
cooper ation

TEHRAN - Egypt’s new head of interests section in
Tehran, minister plenipotentiary Mohammad Rifah al-
Tahtawi, has  expressed optimism over the future of

Egyptian-lIranian relations.

In statements made to Egyptian newspaper Al-Shaab
published Friday, the Egyptian diplomat said both Egypt
and Iran were exerting  efforts to build confidence and

to explore horizons and scope for

them, IRNA reported from Athens.
Al-Tahtawi, who departed Cairo Thursday on his

way to Tehranto take up his new post, said there was a

wide horizon open for

cooperation between

cooperation between Iran and

Egypt especidly in the fields of economy, trade and in-

dustry.

He said Egypt and Iran shared common positions on
many issues and some subjects and issues were under

discussion.

The Egyptian diplomat noted that the present stagein
Egypt-Iranian ties was witnessing a number of positive

developments.

He pointed out that there were regular contacts be-
tween the two Muslim countries in internationa arenas

like the Organization of
NAM and the UN.

Islamic Conference (OIC),

1egroune
for promotion of t1es
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Citroen will | N
cooperate with Iran’s Saipa group in the production of anew car, Xantia.

An agreement has already been signed between the two sides according
to which 51 percent of the parts needed for the new car will be manufactured
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Pakistani ambassador summoned to Foreign Ministry:

|ran calls for immedliate release of
Its diplomats in Afghanistan

On the subject of holy
Qods, Al-Anani said the
holy Qods concerns every |s-
lamic state and the Muslim
world should show appropri-
ate reaction to the Zionist
conspiracy to judaize Al-
Qods. They should consider
even a military option, if
necessary, Jordan’s foreign
minister said.

Kharrazi said at the air-
port that Tehran-Amman re-
lations are growing and
hoped that Mr. Al-Anani’s
visit to Tehran would serve
to further develop bilateral
ties.

Al-Anani is adso ex-
pected to hold talks with
President Khatami and Par-
liament Speaker Ali Akbar
Nateq Nouri.

Officidls who are ac-
companying him will aso
hold talks with their counter-
parts on economic, trade,
and cultural areas.

§ | UK, Iran discuss
waysto improve

relations

TEHRAN - Ways to improve bilateral relations were
discussed at a first meeting between British Foreign Of-

fice Minister

Derek Fatchett and Iran Charge d'Affaires in London
Gholamreza Ansari in London Wednesday afternoon.
The Foreign Office described the talks as “useful” on
astart of amore constructive relationship. The need was
to develop political dialog and practical cooperation on
matters of mutual interest as well as addressing issues of
concern, a spokesman said, quoted by IRNA from Lon-

don.

Ansari aso described the meeting as “warm and cor-
dial” and said that both sides were serious in finding
ways to expand ties both between the UK and Iran and

the European Union and Iran.

The talks were the first between the charge d' af-
faires and a British minister since the Labour govern-
ment came to power in May ~ 1979.

It follows last month’s EU Troika delegation visit to
Iran to start substantive discussions in a party that in-
cluded asenior British official.

It also comes after Fatchett was seen adopting a new
tone on future relations in an interview with IRNA two

weeks ago.

Speculation in the British press has suggested that the
UK is hoping to upgrade relations to ambassadorial lev-
el and may be considering a ministerial visit to Tehran
for the first time since the 1979 Islamic Revolution.

[ranian judokawins silver at
world armed forces championship

TEHRAN - Iranian judoka Masoud Akhondzadeh, Friday won a silver
medal in 60 kg category at the international armed forces judo champion-
ships, being held in St. Petersburg.

Last Wednesday, Mohammad Miran, won a gold medal in the 100 kg
plus category, the first gold medal won by Iranian army in 20 years.

Another Iranian judoka, Ali Chamankhah, bagged a bronze medal in 81
kg category.

TEHRAN-  Pakistan's
Ambassador to Tehran Javid
Hossein Saturday night met
with Iran’s special envoy on
Afghan affairs Alaeddin
Boroujerdi and expressed re-
gret over kidnapping of Ira
nian diplomats by the Tal-
iban militia

Javid added, “Taliban
militia have informed senior
Pakistani  government of-
ficials of the good health of
the Iranian diplomats and
the Pakistani government
will do al it can to ensure
their safe  return.”

Boroujerdi  summoned
the Pakistani ambassador to
the Foreign Ministry, after
kidnapping of 11 Iranian dip-
lomats from the Iranian
consulate in Mazar-i Sharif
and condemned the seizure
of lranian embassy by the
Taliban forces.

He added, “the Pakistani
government and Taliban of-
ficials are  responsible for
the health and safety of the

| ran condemns bomb
blasts at U.S. embassies

TEHRAN - The Idamic
Republic of Iran condemns
the bomb explosions at U.S.
embassies in Nairobi, Ken-
ya, and Dar es-Salaam, Tan-
zania, said Foreign Ministry
spokesman Mahmoud Mo-
hammadi here on Saturday.

Mohammadi told IRNA
that Iran expresses its sym-
pathy with families of the
victims of the explosions.

The Idamic Republic of
Iran condemns any acts
which may result in the

death of innocent people, the
Foreign Ministry spokesman
reiterated.

He expressed hope that
through international coop-
eration and an all-out cam-
paign against terrorism the
sinister phenomena of terror-
ism will be uprooted.

Elsewhere in his re
marks, Mohammadi said the
goal behind Foreign Minister
Kama Kharrazi’'s visits to
the republics of Azerbaijan,
Turkmenistan and Ka

Presidential advisor:

zakhstan is to consolidate re-
gional cooperation and se-
cure collective interests of
regional states.

Kharrazi is to hold talks
with officials of the re
publicson bilateral relations
and significant issues which
would solidify bases of ec-
onomic and political coop-
eration and of regional sta
bility, he added.

Issues concerning the
Caspian Sea, expansion of
cooperation and  enhance-

Social justice will not be sacrificed
for economic devel opment

TEHRAN - The pres-
idential advisor for ec-
onomic affairs, Ali Maz-
rouei, Saturday said that the
Isamic Republic of Iran
ranks in the upper half of
180 countries in terms of hu-
man devel opment.

Speaking in an economic
round-table, Mazrouei said
that the 90’ s has been named
by the United Nations as
decade of human develop-
ment, adding that Iran has
had a 75-79 ranking in the
U.N. reports during the pe-
riod, IRNA reported.

The presidential advisor
explained that peoplée’s polit-
ical and economic participa-
tion, the latter manifesting it-
sdf in form of the private
sector, are the yardsticks for
determining human develop-
ment.

On which of the palitical

Tehran, Wellington to boost
bilateral economic ties

TEHRAN- Ways of in-
creasing trade exchanges be-
tween Iran and New Zea-
land was discussed between
head of Iran's Chamber of
Commerce, Industries and
Mines, Ali-Nagi Khamoushi,
and New Zealand's new Am-

Rafsanjani:

bassador to Tehran, Warwick
Alexander Hawker.

Hawker dtressing the
variation factor in goods ex-
changes said that diversity
will help boost trade and ec-
onomic cooperation between

Iran, Saudi Arabia geared
to consolidate relations

TEHRAN - Visiting Saudi crown prince's son Prince Turki
ibn Abdullah met head of Expediency Council AyatollahAkbar

Hashemi Rafsanjani.The prince conveyed the best regards of the
Saudi crown prince to Rafsanjani and said that his recent visit to
Saudi Arabia aimed at exchange of views and consolidating
friendly ties with regional countries notably Saudi Arabia has
been very constructive and fruitful, IRNA reported.

Rafsanjani termed as important the roles played by the Is-
lamic countries of Iran and Saudi Arabiain regional affairs and
said exchange of each others' potentialities and capabilities and
strengthening of regional cooperation are of great importance.
He said the Iranian and Saudi officials are intent on expanding
relations with each other and no obstacle exists in the way of
such atrend. He also thanked the warm hospitality of Saudi of-
ficias during his visit to that country and said his talks in Ri-
yadh has been an essential element in consolidation of ties
among the countries of the region. He expressed hope that all
agreements reached during his visit to Saudi Arabia would be

implemented in due course.

New Zealand and Iran, IRNA
reported.

Alluding to the economic
crisis which hit his country in
1970s, and the economic re-
forms his country underwent
in 1990s, Hawker said the
New Zealand government has
managed to curb the inflation
and keep it a a single digit
figure.

According to the public
relations office of the cham-
ber, Khamoushi referred to
the successful experiences of
Iran in overcoming the
economic problems and ec-
onomic rehabilitation plan,
introduced by President Mo-
hammad Khatami, and called
on Wellingtonto share  its
experiences with Tehran.

To handle its economic
problems which stem from its
dependence on il revenues,
Iran is bent on promoting its
non-oil exports and for-
eign trade, the Iranian official
said.

Holding trade exhibitions
and exchanging economic
delegations will help further
promote bilateral trade ties,
Khamoushi noted.

or economic developments
should be given higher prior-
ity in the country, Mazrouel
said that the president’s
plans pursue a just, balanced
and sustainable develop-
ment.

Development in genera
can advance the cause of hu-
man development only if it
fully observes justice and
progresses in a balanced and
sustainable way, he said.

Turning to the budget
deficit facing the govern-
ment, the officia noted that
oil exports account for 80
percent of the country’s rev-
enues, adding that the recent
drop in oil prices has caused
the government’s revenues
to drop by some DIrs seven
billion from the projected

Dlrs 16 billion for the year.

To compensate for the
drop, he added, the ad-
ministration has had to cut
some 20 percent of its de-
velopment projects for the
year.

Another participant at
the round-table was the ad-
visor to the Plan and Budget
Organization, Farhad Dezh-
pasand, who said that the
government has given social
justice a higher priority over
economic development.

The Member of Parlia-
ment from Aliabad, Ei-

nollah Alaa, told the audi-
ence that aviable economic
theory today advocates a
market economy which at-
taches great importance to
socia justice.

U.S. decision not to

affect [ran-IAEA
cooperation

TEHRAN - Spokesman
for the International Atomic
Energy Agency (IAEA), Da-
vid Kyd, said Wednesday
that the recent decision by
the U.S. Congress to reduce
its voluntary contribution to
the agency will not affect
Iran-IAEA technical coop-
eration.

The U.S. Congress on
Monday decided to reduce
U.S. voluntary contributions
to the IAEA by the same
amount that the agency
spends on projectsin Iran.

The spokesman told
IRNA that the U.S. has the
right to set conditions on its
voluntary assistance to the
agency but this has nothing
to do with Iran-IAEA tech-
nical cooperation.

Kyd stressed that IAEA
will continue all its technical
projects as before, adding
that the agency follows in-
structions given by its gen-
era assembly and board of
governors and considers
cooperation with the mem-

ber countries as one of its
tasks.

He termed as unrealistic
the claim that Iran intends to
use Bushehr nuclear power
station for building atomic
bombs. The agency’s coop-
eration with Iran to complete
the power plant is aimed at
elevating its degree of safe-
ty, he said. The spokesman
pointed out that once com-
pleted, the power plant  will
work under full supervision
of the agency and this is the
best guarantee that the pow-
er plant will be used for
peaceful purposes.

IAEA and Iran are coop-
erating in various projects in
the fields of medicine, in-
dustry, agriculture, energy
and research. Many of the
projects have either become
operational or are under im-
plementation.

ment of regiona stability
would top the agenda of
Kharrazi's  talks and of-
ficials of the Caspian Sea lit-
toral states, he continued.

On Jordanian Foreign
Minister Jawad a-Anani's
visit to Tehran, Mohammadi
said that he was now holding
talks with Iranian officials
on Tehran-Amman ties and
on Muslim world issues.

Although Iran and Jor-
dan do not hold common
stance vis-a-vis the Middle
East issues, Iran welcomes
viewpoints being announced
clearly, he added.

As chairman of the Or-
ganization of the Islamic
Conference (OIC) Iran isin-
terested in holding talks and
expanding relations with the
OIC members and has
opened a new chapter in its
cooperation with them in or-
der to serve the interests of
the Muslim world, he con-
cluded.

Ebtekar:

TEHRAN - Vice Pres-
ident Masoumeh Ebtekar,
also the head of the En-
vironmental Protection Or-
ganization (EPO), Saturday
said that development and
environmental  protection
should not be promoted at
each other’s expense.

In a meeting with the
Leader's representative in
Gorgan Province, Ay-
atollah Kazem Nour-Mofidi,
Ms. Ebtekar said “in pro-
tection of the environment
we can not forgo develop-
ment, but at the same time
environmental impacts
should be paid due attention
when carrying out economic
infrastructural projects,”
IRNA reported.

Aiming to raise living
standards, development
would be counter-
productive if it jeopardizes
the environment, Ms. Ebtek-
ar added.

Highlighting the special
attention given to natural re-
sources by religion, the first
woman vice-president
called on ulema to promote
a culture of proper utiliza-
tion of the nature.

Nour-Mofidi concurred
with the vice-president on
promoting a culture of en-
vironmental protection, fur-
ther expressing hope that
development plans in the
newly-established province
would be adopted with due
attention to environmental
concerns.

Meanwhile Ms. Ebtekar
told an audience of women
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Iranian diplomats.”

Boroujerdi also notified
the Pakistani ambassador of
Iranian government's de-
mand for a serious action to
secure immediate release of
the Iranian diplomats.

Foreign minister Kamal
Kharrazi commenting on the
current events in the neigh-
boring Afghanistan, Friday
evening said that no country
should intervene and waste
its potentials and forces in
the devastating civil war.

He added that all coun-
tries, including Af-
ghanistan’s neighbors, must
try to persuade the belliger-
ent parties to engage in se-
rious negotiation.

He told IRNA that ethnic
minorities in Afghanistan in-
stead of targetting one an-
other should work to restore
their rights through political
negotiations.

Kharrazi pointed out that
those who are practicaly in-
tervening in  Afghanistan
war want to change coun-
try’s ethnic composition.
This will bear them nothing
but economic losses, socid

insecurity and  more in-
volvement in narcotics, he
said.

The foreign minister
warned that Iran cannot al-
low security of this sensitive
region to be played with and
become a tool for ambitions
of others. He urged the re-
gional governments to play a
more constructive role in
this respect.

In another development,
the spokesman of the Iranian
Foreign Ministry, Mahmoud
Mohammadi,  condemned
continued bloodshed in Af-
ghanistan and killing of in-
nocent people in northern
parts of that country.

He said Iran has re
peatedly announced that war
efforts are no solution to the
Afghan crisis and the region
is in dire need of cam and
tranquility.

He added that due to the
considerable foreign inter-
ference, the Afghan crisis
has entered a new phase
which will bring about fur-
ther massacre of innocent
people and render homeless
thousands of Afghan people.

Shell, BP remain keen
on Iran projects despite
profitsfall

TEHRAN - Anglo-Dutch Shell and British Petroleum

(BP)

remain determined to pursue investment prospects in

Iran despite both oil majors continuing to suffer afall in prof-
itsfrom low oil prices and the effects of the ongoing Asian fi-

nancial crisis.

Shell followed BP this week in reporting a 37

percent

slump in profits from Dlrs 5.4 bn to Dlirs 3.4 bn for the first
half of 1998, IRNA reported from London.
Even on a current cost basis, excluding distorting
factors, Shell earnings fell by afifth.
Despite being forced to trim investments, group managing

director

Phil Watts said that Shell was still evaluating data

on over DIrs 5 bn worth of new buy-back projects presented
by the Nationa Iranian Oil Company in June.
“We are determined to pursue a position in one of the ma-

jor oil
Thursday.

and gas countries in the world,” he told reporters

The attraction of Iran is understood to be the low devel op-
ment costs compared with most of the world.

Earlier BP announced a 26 percent drop in its second-
quarter net income for this year to DIrs 549 m, but similarly
has said it was still keen to invest in Iran.

BP chief executive for exploration, Richard Oliver said his
company was interested in several of Iran’s development pro-
jects and was talking to NIOC about a number of non-Caspian

oil blocks.

Asamagjor investor in the U.S., BP previously put projects
in Iran on a backburner, due to the threat of American ex-
traterritorial sanctions that were waived in May.

Protection of
environment should
become a culture

in the city of Gorgan that
the efforts during the past
two decades have not been
enough to close the educa-
tional and health gaps be-
tween the country’s men
and women.

Special policies should
be adopted in the develop-
ment plans to narrow the
gap, she added.

The vice-president
highlighted the important
role of women in bringing
about sustainable develop-
ment, further referring to
women’'s role as decisive
in promoting efficient use
and management of re-
sources specialy in the
family.

Speaking to reporters
later on Saturday, Ebtekar
announced that seven sec-
tors in the country have
been specifically targeted
for strict adherence to en-
vironmental guidelines
for development.

Ms. Ebtekar enumer-
ated petrochemical and
steel industries, power
plants, dams and under-

water structures, man-made
lakes, airports and industrial
townships as the specific
targets of the recently com-
piled environmental guide-
lines.

She further explained
that the new environmental
laws aim to present a pre-
cise assessment of the
harms and benefits of de-
velopment plans, and thus
to clarify whether they are
economically justifiable.

Speaking about Gole-
stan national park, a very
rich natural preserve in the
country, Ms. Ebtekar said
that the EPO advocates re-
routing the road linking
Golestan to the neighboring
Khorasan.

Stating that the newly-
established Golestan Prov-
ince is a standout in terms
of its bio-diversity, she said
that some of the 700 various
plant species in the region
are unigue in the world.
These species  have been
named ‘Golestan species,
after their natura habitat,
she added.
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