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EARTHQUAKE ENGINEERING
STRENGTHENING & RETROFITTING:

* Wood Frame Houses
* Apartment Buildings
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* Building Code Consulting

* Compliance with Building Dept. Viola
tion Orders

* Conditional Use Permit

* Subdivisions, Variances. Zone Changes

* Representation in Public Hearings
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|talian delegation to arrive
In Iran in October

TEHRAN- A high-ranking industrial-commercial delegation from Italy is

to visit Tehran from October 4-8, said a local source in an interview with | N

IRNA in Rome Monday. The source said the delegation would be led by
Italian Foreign Trade Minister Augusta Fantozzi. What has encouraged Italy
to have trade relations with Iran is the possibility of exporting 5,000 billion
liras worth of goods to Iran, made possible after resumption of insurance cov-
er for exports to Iran. The Italian daily Corriere Della Sera wrote on Monday
that the Italian export insurance ingtitute. SACE, is to sponsor the visit.
Members of the delegation are to be chosen from among industrialists, trad-
ers and farmers, the daily added.
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Jordanian foreign minister leaves Tehran:

Pe()p|e’s rights must 1ran, Jordan geared to upgrade
political, economic ties

be preserved within
constitution

TEHRAN - President
Mohammad Khatami said
here Sunday evening that the
congtitution is the basis in
the Islamic Republic and
people's rights must be re-
spected within this frame-
work.

The president made the
remark in a meeting with
members of the central coun-
cil of the Islamic Codlition
Society, IRNA reported.

The president said, “if
we are able to implement a
system of government in
which people live a suitable
life and their prestige, dig-
nity and legitimate freedom
are preserved, we have gone

along way in attracting peo-
ple to Islam and demonstrat-
ed that Islamic government
ispractical.”

Turning to government
plan to rehabilitate the econ-
omy, he said the administra-
tion wants to delegate re-
sponsibilities to the people,
to create a safe atmosphere
for investment and provide
the necessary conditions to
activate the private sector.

President Khatami re-
ferred to law as “an axis for
convergence in the society”
and added that laws should
be implemented with no hes-
itation.

Asfor the issue of youth,

the president said, “we must
be concerned about the
youth’s individual and social
rights just as we are con-
cerned about their spiritual
matters and problems.”

The president laid em-
phasis on the role of religion
in the society saying that
from sociological point of
view, eliminating religion
from the society means re-
moving the pillars of col-
lective identity.

Prior to the president’s
remarks, Secretary of the Is-
lamic  Codition  Society
Habibollah Asgarowladi
praised the president's ef-
forts in preparing a plan to

Central Bank loosens grip
on foreign exchange trading

TEHRAN - Per new
guidelines from Centra
Bank of Iran and effective
two weeks from now, the
foreign exchange (forex)
earned outside the country
can be traded in free mar-
ket at a mutually agreed
upon rate between the buy-
er and the seller, the Man-
aging Director of Iran's
Export Promotion Bank,
Norouz Kahzadi, said on
Sunday.

Enumerating the cases
covered by the law, Kah-
zadi enumerated the forex
excess to the exporters
commitment to the Central
Bank as well asthe income
earned by Iranians residing
abroad including in-

heritance, IRNA reported.
However, he added, the
law does not allow import
of goods using the forex
earned outside the country.
The officia further re-
ported that in the near fu-
ture the bank would make
available at its branches
throughout the country the
information on daily trad-
ing at the Stock Exchange.
The bank would also do
stock trading using satellite
networks, he added.
Turning to the facilities
offered to exporters by the
bank, Kahzadi said that
exporters were granted Rls
450 hillion in credits last
year (ended March 20) and
that the figure would rise to

week.

Tehran-London flight,

a step to expand ties
between two countries

TEHRAN - The non-stop Tehran-London flight that
began Sunday night is a step for expanding cooperation
between Iran and Britain, said the Director of British
Airwaysin Iran, Robert Chaplin here Monday.

Talking to reporters, he said “we are witnessing ex-
pansion of tourism and trade activities in Iran which is
fast becoming a center of oil and its affiliate industries
in the Persian Gulf region. On the other hand, since the
Islamic Republic is an important center for
and business affairs, these flights will assist international
passengers to have easier access to other destination in
theworld,” IRNA reported.

Chaplin added that the non-stop Tehran-London
flights will have two hours shorter flight time.

Referring to the objective of establishing non-stop
flight between Tehran and London, Chaplin said that to
improve our standards of service and to be in step with
the company policies, the British Airways has opted to
house the crew in Tehran which enables the airline to
have three non-stop flights between the two cities each

economic

TEHRAN - The Chinese
Minister of Foreign Trade
and Economic Cooperation
Shi Guang Sheng said that
China  attaches great im-
portance to its economic and
trade relations with Iran.

Meeting the Iranian Am-
bassador to China Mo-
hammad Hossein Mallagk,
Sheng likened the relations
between Iran and China to
those of two neighboring
countries.

He added that in addition

Chinaattaches great importancetore i

to economic relations, China
attaches great importance to
political ties between the two
countries.

Stating that convening of
joint Iran-China economic
commission is a reflection of
the two countries desire to
expand bilateral economic
relations, he said that the
trend will continue in future.

Sheng said that the world
is becoming more polarized
and third world countries
have to speed up the process

Europe’ s Caspian research
team in Anzali

ANZALLI, Gilan - A scientific delegation consisting ex-
perts from Switzerland, Russia, Italy, the Netherlands and
France aboard a research ship arrived here last week as part
of their mission of studying the ecosystem and environ-
mental issues of the Caspian Sea.

Didier Noirot, the photographer of the research team
told IRNA that the Caspian Sea has remained unknown to
most of the world people, adding that the results of their re-
search work would be made known to the world.

He added that during their recent visit to Russia and
Azerbaijan Republic they performed a comprehensive re-
search on caviare fish species and also on destructive ef-
fects of ail pollution on seaanimals.

Among their other objectives, he said, is to study the
various bed resources of the Caspian Sea.

He stated that their research ship is owned by France's
Costeau research institute and their research work is car-
ried out under the auspices of UNESCO.

The director general of the provincial environment or-
ganization Shabanali Nezami also said that the objective of
international research delegation is to take photos of the
Caspian Sea environment in abid to reflect the realities of
the Caspian littoral regions and sources to the world.

RIs 600 billion this year.
The bank is also of-
fering credits to countries
importing Iranian man-
ufactured goods, the credits
having a one year term for

consumer products and
three years for capital
equipment, the officia

said. According to Kahzadi,
the per capita revenues
from non-oil exports cur-
rently stands at DIrs 50.

Nateg Nouri:

TEHRAN The Jor-
danian Deputy Prime Min-
ister and Foreign Minister
Jawad a-Anani said on
Monday, “we support the the
policies of the Isamic Re-
public, its constructive di-
alog, in particular.”

Al-Anani, speaking to re-

porters before leaving Teh-
ran, said that there are good
grounds for expansion of
ties between Iran and Jordan
and added that his talks with
high ranking Iranian of-
ficials have been fruitful,
IRNA reported.

He reiterated that Tehran

ran, South Korea
study expansion of
cooper ation

TEHRAN- South Korean Ambassador to Tehran Shin
Jang Bum conferred here on Monday with head of Iran-
South Korea parliamentary friendship group at the Iranian

Parliament Hussein Hashemi

on expansion of an all-out

cooperation between the two countries.
In the meeting, Hashemi welcomed joint investments
by Iran and South Koreain microwave, electronics, mines,

shipping as well as car manufacturing industries, IRNA

reported.

The Iranian Parliament is ready to legidate al nec-

essary laws
eration between the

which lead to expansion of mutua coop-
two countries, he said.

World countries including European Union member
states now have a better understanding of the Iamic Re-

public of Iran’s stands, he said.

Iran as a powerful country plays a key role in pre-
serving peace  and tranquility in the region, he said.

The South Korean ambassador in reply called for fur-
ther enhancement of his country’s all-out relations with
Iran mainly in the fields of telecommunications, elec-

tronics industries and auto

making.

In the forthcoming session of joint economic commis-
sion to be held during the second haf of October in Iran,
cooperation in metals, petrochemical, oil and mineras

would top on the agenda of talks,

Shin Jang Bum said.

and Amman have decided to
remove the problems hin-
dering the expansion of bi-
lateral relations, caling for
more exchange visits by of-
ficials of the two countries.

Referring to Iran’s chair-
manship of the Organization
of the Islamic Conference
(OIC), Al-Anani said that Is-
lamic countries do not have
coherent groupings able to
resolve their current issues.

But, he added, thanks to
the policy of dialog initiated
by Iran it can help solve the
problems facing the Muslim
world.

Iranian Foreign Minister
Kamal Kharrazi, who was at
the Tehran airport to see off
the Jordanian delegation,
called his talks with his Jor-
danian counterpart as “frank
and sincere” and added that
these taks laid good basis
for expansion of bilatera
ties.

Kharrazi said, “we have
stressed in our negotiations
that disputes between the
two countries left from the
past should be removed.”

He further said, “natural-
ly we have some difference
of opinion on certain issues
but we stressed the fact that
given their common enemy,
all regional countries should
get united.”

The Iranian foreign min-
ister said, “we talked about
the military pact between
Turkey and Israel which is a
threat to the whole region.”

In conclusion, Kharrazi
expressed hope that the visit

| ran needs to reinforce
defensive capability

TEHRAN - Majlis (Par-
liament) Speaker Ali Akbar
Nateg Nouri said on Monday
that Iran needs to reinforce
its defensive capability ow-
ing to the enmity of the glo-
bal arrogance with Iran.

Addressing the officials
of Ministry of Defence and
Logistics, Nateq Nouri said,
“we should not be wesk in
defending the sovereignty
and independence of the
country and in protecting the
Islamic principles and val-
ues,” IRNA reported.

He pointed to the suc-
cessful test-firing of Shahab
3, a medium-range missile
(in duly) and said Iran is in-
terested in peace and secur-
ity in the region and the
whole of the world and is
against any kind of conflict
and war.

Nateg Nouri said,

of their social-economic de-
velopment so that they can
be a force in the inter-
national arena. He said that
the Third World countries
should assist each other, add-
ing that through cooperation
Iran and China can be source
of important developments
in regional and world affairs.

The Chinese foreign
trade and economic coop-
eration minister said that
China is willing to par-
ticipate in projects envi-
sioned in Iran’s Third Five-
Y ear Development Plan.

onSwith

long as Islam governs Iran
and as far as we are com-
mitted to principles and re-
ligious values in line with
the late Imam Khomeini's
aspirations, we don't yield to
the bullying of the ar-
rogants. The world ar-
rogance will, however, go on
with its conspiracies against
Iran.”

Hesaid it isvery naive if
someone thinks that it is pos-
sihle to make softer the
heart of the enemy while be-
ing committed to Islam and
the late Imam’sline.

“We see now that the
Americans who like to play
cat and mouse game have
not taken back from their
conditions and are repeating
their own words,” Nateq
Nouri said.

He said certain flexibility
displayed by the U.S. to-
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The two officials also re-
viewed issues pertaining to
bilateral economic and trade
relations as well as to the 9th
session of joint Iran-China
economic commission.

The two sides stressed
the necessity for the active
participation ~ of Chinese
companies in Tehran inter-
national trade fair.

Iran-China economic re-
lations have expanded in the
recent years and the volume
of bilateral trade surpassed
the Dlrs one billion mark in
1997.

lran, Komi Republic
discuss expansion of
trade cooperation

TEHRAN - Iran’'s Am-
bassador to Russia, Mehdi
Safari, during his two-day
visit to Komi Republic of the
Russian Federation explored
avenues for expansion of ec-
onomic cooperation with
Komi.

At the end of his visit,
Safari hold discussions with
President Yury Spridonov,
as well as Komi’s ministers
of industries, transportation,
communications, foreign re-
lations and oil. He further
met managers of important
factories in Komi, IRNA re-
ported from Moscow.

Meeting with Spridonov,
the Iranian ambassador re-
ferred to the economic po-

tential of the country and
said that Tehran is ready to
export foodstuffs, cloths,
construction materias, car-
pets and vehicles and in re-
turn import wood and paper.

He further called on the
Komi officials to cooperate
with Iran in extracting mines
and implementing oil and
gas projects.

Safari further invited the
Komi president to visit Iran.

The capital of Komi Re-
public, Siktivkar, with a pop-
ulation of 1.2 million people
is located in northern Russia.
It enjoys developed in-
dustries especialy in the
field of paper mill, oil and
coal industries.

wards Iran emanated from its
domestic problems and the
pressure put on the ad-
ministration by the Amer-
ican firms.

Nateq Nouri said the Zi-
onist press and certain seg-
ments of Iranian press are
lobbying that all the dif-
ficulties in the country are
rooted in lran's problem
withthe U.S.

“They want to pit the
people against the govern-
ment by introducing the
U.S. as the angd of salva
tion, but to no avail.”

In which part of the
world, the U.S. has ever
solved problems of a na
tion?” the speaker ques-
tioned.

On Pekistan's nuclear
test (in May), Nateq Nouri

said Pekistan’s nuclear test
was bitter on the one hand,
because the | slamic Republic
of Iran is opposed to prolife-
ration of weapons of mass
destruction and sweet on the
other, because an Islamic
state possessed nuclear arms
along with the U.S., Russia
and the other big powers.

“It is not right the U.S,,
Russia, other powers and
even the Zionist regime have
nuclear arms, but Pakistan
should be deprived of it,”
Nateq Nouri said.

He referred to the re-
gional situation, aliance of
Turkey with lsragl, presence
of the U.S. warships in the
region and situation in Irag
and said, “isn't it necessary
for us to reinforce our de-
fensive capability?’

Multinational U.S. firms
tojoin Tehran Trade Fair

TEHRAN - Some 69 countries round the world
aong with tens of domestic companies are to put on dis-
play their latest products and services at 24th Tehran In-
ternational Trade Fair, deputy head of Export Promotion
Center of Iran Hussein Esfahbodi said on Monday.

Speaking to IRNA, he said that the seven-day fair
will be open to the public from 2-9 October.

Some 207 foreign companies have so far voiced
readinessto take part in thefair.

The international fair is to be set up in a 93,000
square meter roofed area and 50,000 square meter open

area.

Some countries such as Georgia, Kenya, Saudi Ara-
bia, Senegal, Lithuania, Madagascar and Turkmenistan
areto be represented at the Tehran fair for the first time.

Three multinational companies from America are to
participate in the fair, he concluded.

|ran quarries 7.5m tons of
stone annualy

TEHRAN - Industries
Minister Gholamreza Sha-
feie said that 55 million tons
of stones are quarried in the
world annualy of which 7.5
million tons are extracted in
Iran.

Shafeie, who made the
remark at the inaugura cer-
emony of an industrial gran-
ite stone processing unit at
Tehran's Shamsabad in-
dustrial township, said that
despite enjoying about 15

percent of world's stone de-
posits, Iran has a mere share
of one percent in world's
stone trade.

He said that Iran’s share
in world's stone trade should
be raised to 14 percent from
present one percent.

He proposed paying at-
tention to stone processing
industry and to huge amount
of foreign exchange that can
be earned from stone ex-
ports.
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of the Jordanian foreign min-
ister would lead to expansion
of political, economic and
cultural ties between the two
countries.

Earlier on Monday, the
Iranian and Jordanian for-
eign ministers in their sec-
ond round of talks discussed
Tehran-Amman political,
economic and cultural ties,
ways of removing barriers to
expansion of mutua coop-
eration as well as the key re-
giona and internationa is-
Sues.

Latest developments in
the Middle East and the Per-
sian Gulf as well as expan-
sion of relations between
Iran and regional states fig-
ured prominently in the
talks.

Jawad al-Anani said that
he had held “satisfactory”
talks with other Iranian of-
ficials on various dimensions
of bilateral cooperation in
the economic and industrial
fields, including convention
of the third session of Teh-
ran-Amman joint economic
commission in Amman in
September as well as setting
up fairsto put Iranian goods
and industrial achievements
on show in Jordan.

Accelerating conclusion
of contracts for encouraging
and supporting joint in-
vestment, removal of double
taxation mechanism in mu-
tual trade, cooperation be-
tween the Iranian and Jor-
danian private sectors and
cooperation in the field of
mining were among other is-
sue discussed by the two, he
added.

Kharrazi for his part ex-
pressed hope that Iran and
Jordan would manage to pro-
mote bilateral relations by
implementing the mutually
reached agreements.

He called for remova of

Iranian wrestlerstakefirst
place at world contest

TEHRAN - The Iranian wrestlers ranked first at international youth
free-style championship held in Los Vegas, Nevada, by bagging two
gold, two silver and three bronze medals.

The Iranian team with 77 scores was followed by the Russian and
American teams, respectively.

The Iranian youth wrestlers have been world champion for two suc-
cessivetimes.

Wrestlers within the age category of 17-20 from 35 countries com-
peted in the contest which ended Monday.

any obstacle impeding
broadening of bilateral re-
lations and expressed hope
that the ground would be fur-
ther prepared for consolida
tion of mutual cooperation.

In a separate meeting
before his departure, Al-
Anani conferred with In-
dustries  Minister  Gho-
lamreza Shafei on ways of
expanding technical and in-
dustrial cooperation between
the two countries.

According to the public
relations office of the min-
istry, the Jordanian minister
said that his country wel-
comes expansion of  con-
tinuous cooperation in in-
dustrial sector with the
Islamic Republic of Iran.

The Jordanian minister
enumerated his country’s po-
tentialities and existence of
suitable facilities for foreign
investments, and shipping
and transportation as well as
insurance services.

He called on the Islamic
Republic of Iran to provide
Jordan with industrial eguip-
ment for transfer of water
and setting up a pipe pro-
ducing factory.

Referring to the Iran-
Jordan joint economic com-
mission which met last year,
the Iranian minister said that
the area of mutual coop-
eration go beyond the limits
mentioned in the joint com-
mission and that the Iranian
Industries Ministry is de-
termined to expand its in-
dustrial and technical coop-
eration with Jordan.

Elaborating on the
growth of industries in Iran
and measures taken in pre-
vious years in this respect,
the minister voiced Iran’s
readiness to contribute to im-
plementation of industria
projectsin Jordan.

Reporters Sans Frontiers
call for release of IRNA
correspondent

TEHRAN - Reporters
Sans Frontiers Monday
added its voice to theinter-
national campaign for the

release of Mahmoud Sa-

remi, IRNA bureau chief in
Afghanistan, who was kid-

napped Saturday by Tal-
iban militia with 11 Iranian
diplomats in Mazar-i-
Sharif.

In aletter to the head of
the Taliban in Kabul, the
independent  organization
for the defense of press
freedom worldwide pro-
tested at his seizure, saying
he was only in Afghanistan
in hisasajournalist.

General secretary of the
Paris-based  organization
said that Reporters Sans
Frontiers was asking Tal-
iban to ensure Saremi was
“well-treated and is im-
mediately released.”

IRNA’s bureau chief
was kidnapped when Tal-
iban militia overran Ma-
zar-i-Sharif on August 8
and was said to have since
been transferred to the Kan-
dahar area.

Concern has also been
raised about the health of
Saremi, who only returned
to Afghanistan after sur-
gery on his stomach two
weeks ago.

He has been an IRNA
correspondent for more
than 18 months.

Reporters Sans Fron-
tiers said it was sending a
copy of its protest letter to
human rights groups, al
major news agencies, the
Red Cross, and UNESCO
as well as to Iran’'s pres-

ident and Pakistan's prime
minister.

Meanwhile, Iran’s per-
manent envoy to the United
Nations Educational, Sci-
entific and Cultural Or-
ganization (UNESCO) in a
letter to its director general
urged him to make urgent
efforts to secure release of
the IRNA journalist.

The Iranian official Ah-
mad Jalali in his letter to
Federic Mayor vehemently
protested to the arrest of
Mahmoud Saremi by the
Taliban and called on him
to take urgent steps in se-
curing the safety and re-
lease of the IRNA cor-
respondent in accordance
with the organization's
duty of preserving pro-
fessional freedom of re-
porters and defending their
rights.

In another develop-
ment, Iranian Ambassador
to Pakistan Mohammad-
Mehdi Akhondzadeh said
in Islamabad Monday that
Iran had helped exit from
Afghanistan of a number of
its relief workers in coop-
eration with the United Na-
tions. He sad an 8-
member  relief  workers
team and an lranian em-
bassy staffer in Bamian had
returned to Pakistan on
board a U.N. airplane Mon-
day.

Leader of the team,
Mehran Badre'i said that
members of the team had
been in Bamian for a period
ranging from one week to
three months and that they
had been forced to leave the
city dueto lack of facilities.
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