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STRENGTHENING & RETROFITTING:

* Wood Frame Houses
* Apartment Buildings

COMPLETE
MUNICIPAL SERVICES

€ v s . . . e - * Commercial Buildings |BUILDING & SAFETY . B . e .
AR 1) e Gillas g 2 g Mt ¢ e Gl * Concrete Tilt-Ups * d££§é?ggs of EARTHQUAKE Yo _)‘ WMJKAQLAJULw| .iﬂﬂ‘d:-wlbjiu}).g

Office, Warehouse

* Expediting Complicated Bldg. Permit:
* Reinforcing Wall to ek el et J. rermits

el B gl o 5Y 3 oS S Wil 5 ) .
Mt foi e ;f * Architectural Design Services 42 ‘9‘_) )_3 @Lfﬁdl&wj‘_l)‘égyt

- D g Roof Connection * Structural Engineering Services
. . . s gy . * Welded Steel * Custom Homes, Shopping Centers,
L Lol s g 2 95 o0 Lol b Moment Connection gQU?CIJES, etc... Sorvi
el e . T * Compliancewith L.A. City |* Civil Engineering Services o
Pl adlSe )y ol Retrofit Ordinance i OE'CTJ"’F")angSpeC“O” & Cerificate of 10¢ < J.A|

OFFICE OF ADMISSIONS AND RECORDS
PACIFIC SOUTHERN UNIVERSITY
9581 W. PICO BLVD.
LOSANGELES. CA. 90035 U.SA.

(1) ABY = Y€ 1 i
objigelee
)
SW9e

“FERDOUSI” LEARNING CENTRE

* Building Code Consulting
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Moyal & Moyal, North American Center

8 Finch Ave. West, Toronto, Ontario MZN 6L 1 Canada

Tel: (416) 733 - 0330
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President invited to

Kazakhstan

TEHRAN - President of Kazakhstan Nursultan Nazarbayev has invited his

Iranian counterpart Mohammad Khatami to pay an officia visit to Kazakhstan, | N
Kazakh state-run television announced Monday morning.

Nazarbayev extended his invitation during the last week visit of Iran’s For-
eign Minister Kamal Kharrazi to Kazakhstan's capital, Astaneh, IRNA re-

ported.

Kazakh Foreign Minister Kasymzhomart Tokayev last week told his Iranian
counterpart that his government is preparing for President Khatami’ s visit to the

country.

No timeis yet announced for the visit.
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French foreign

lran ready to defend its
national interests

TEHRAN - The parlia-
ment speaker said on Mon-
day that Iran has adopted the
policy of wait and see vis-a-
vis the capture of its dip-
lomats and other Iranian na-
tionals by Taliban militia but
“we will defend our national
interests if we feels that they
are seeking to disturb secur-
ity of theregion.”

Ali-Akbar Nateg-Nouri
told Cypriot Ambassador to
Tehran George Virdis that
without a doubt, Taliban and
their foreign supporters are
responsible for the con-
sequences of their acts,
IRNA reported.

He expressed hope that
the problem would be solved
through international circles.

Turning to  Tehran-
Nicosia political relations
and mutual cooperation at in-
ternational level, Nateg-

Nouri expressed satisfaction
with bilateral cooperation
and expressed hope that
commercial and economic
relations between the two
countries would be upgraded
to afavorable level.

He said that the Iranian
and Cypriot parliaments play
a key and effective role in
al-out expansion of bilateral
relations, adding that Iranian
Parliament is ready to have
al kind of cooperation with
Cypriot House of Repre-
sentatives.

Virdis termed the capture
of an IRNA reporter and Ira-
nian diplomats by Taliban in
Mazar-i-Sharif as an open vi-
olation of the Vienna con-
vention, which calls for im-
munity of diplomats. He said
his country condemns such a
move.

He stressed that his gov-

Export Promotion
Bank to ease foreign
exchange trading

TEHRAN - The Export Promotion Bank will offer facil-
ities to ease trading of foreign exchange earned outside the
country, an officia of the bank Ali Asghar Zarkeshan told
IRNA on Monday. The new facilities would be available

starting August 23, he added.

The Central Bank announced last week that the foreign ex-
change earned outside the country can be traded in free mar-
ket at a mutually agreed upon rate between the buyer and the

seller.

The cases covered by the new regulation include foreign
exchange excess to the exporters: commitment to the Central
Bank as well as the income earned by Iranians residing abroad

including inheritance.

The Export Promotion Bank officia said that the bank
will use its computerized and satellite facilities as well as its
links with foreign banks to offer fast services for foreign ex-
change transactions inside and outside the country.

The Export Promotion Bank has 17 branches throughout

Judiciary warns
countries fanning flames of
war in Afghanistan

the country.

TEHRAN - Iranian Ju-
diciary on Monday warned
countries fanning the flame
of war in Afghanistan,
against continuation of the
ongoing crisis in that coun-
try. In session of judicial of-
ficials, presided over by
chief of the Judiciary, Ay-
atollah Mohammad Y azdi,
Muslim  countries  were
urged to take action to pre-
vent tyranny against the Af-
ghan people, IRNA reported.

Ayatollah Yazdi con-
demned the arrogant powers
for blatant intervention in
Afghan affairs and called on
the international community,
especialy the U.N. and hu-
man rights organizations, to
adopt serious and practical
measures to end Taliban's
crimes in Afghanistan.

The audience aso ex-
pressed concern over the
bloody war and genocide in
the Muslim country.

Aluminium
production in Arak
up 7 pc thisyear

TEHRAN - The pro-
duction of various kinds of
aluminium ingots by the
Arak aluminium company in
the first five months of the
current Iranian year (started
March, 21) registered a sev-
en percent increase com-
pared to the corresponding
period the previous year,
said the Director General of
the company Mehdi Hagji
Monday.

He told IRNA that, so
far 35,000 tons of aluminium
ingots have been produced in
the company this year and
the figure is expected to
reach 120,000 tons by the
year end.

Referring to the shortage
of raw materials in previous
years, Haji said that 10,000
tons of the aluminium prod-
ucts have been exported
abroad this year.

He also said that the Dirs
25 million earned from the
exports of aluminium prod-
ucts has been allocated to
import of raw materials.

The director general of
the Arak auminium com-
pany said that due to short-
age of raw materials and low
level of production, the com-
pany has not been able to ex-
port its products in the last
three years.

He added that the com-
pany plans to export 35,000
tons of its products this year.

He said that most of 16
different kinds of raw ma
terials used in auminium
production, are imported.

Haji concluded by saying
that with the ‘Jajeroum’ alu-
mina powder plant coming
on stream in the Khorasan
Province, the raw materia
shortage would be resolved.

|RIB urged to establish
direct link with youth

TEHRAN - Parliament Speaker Ali Akbar Nateq Nouri
on Monday called on the Islamic Republic of Iran’s Broad-
casting (IRIB) to establish a direct spiritual link with the
young audience. Addressing members of the IRIB council for
the youth from all provinces, Nateq Nouri said Islam has giv-
en specia significance to the youth.

“The great Prophet of Islam (peace be upon him) aways
stressed the importance of the youth and paid special attention
to the young generation both in words and in deeds,” Nateq
Nouri said. He recommended the radio and television to pro-
vide the youth with special programs to fill their leisure time
and offer guidance to them on their everyday’s life including
marriage. “Radio and television should introduce models for
the youth in ethical and moral grounds,” Nateq Nouri said.

ernment would do its utmost
diplomatic efforts to secure
the release of Iranian hos-
tages.

Terming as “excellent”
relations between Tehran
and Nicosia, he said that
grounds are available for ex-
pansion of bilateral econom-
ic and trade relations.

He conveyed the warm
greetings of the speaker of
Cypriot House of Repre-
sentatives to Nateg-Nouri
and invited him to pay an of-
ficial visit to Cyprus, which
was welcomed by the latter.

TEHRAN - UNESCO
Director General Federico
Mayor Monday condemned
the Taliban militia in Af-
ghanistan as a power which
“openly violates human
rights,” which “humiliates
and discriminates against
women” and which “inflict
mutilation.”

He said it was a “regime
which, in the name of a mis-
guided and unacceptable in-
terpretation of the Quran,
fails to respect the most ba-
sic rights and no longer a-
lows even humanitarian or-
ganizations to come to the
help of its needy popula
tion.”

Speaking after Taliban's
continuing  offensive in
northern  Afghanistan, in
which scores of Iranians, in-
cluding an IRNA journalist
and 11 diplomats were ab-
ducted, Mayor &aso con-
demned its “utter disregard”
towards the internationa
community.

“This new offensive with
its train of indiscriminate vi-
olence, bombing of civilian
population and violations of
human rights, proves that the
Taliban and those who sup-
port them do not want to ad-
mit the obvious violence
will solve none of the prob-
lems,” hesaid.

Taliban excludes itself
from the community of na-

Mali callsfor
participation
of Iranian
companies
Inits
development
projects

TEHRAN - Iran's Am-
bassador to Bamako Ghol-
am-Ali Fahim Davatgar met
on Monday with Malian For-
eign Minister Modibo Sidibe
and submitted him a mes-
sage from his Iranian coun-
terpart Kamal Kharrazi.

In the message, the Ira-
nian foreign minister ex-
pressed satisfaction with the
current level of mutual coop-
eration and called for further
expansion of the two coun-
tries relations, IRNA re-
ported.

The Ilamic Republic of
Iran attaches specia im-
portance to its relations with
the Third World countries,
the message emphasi zed.

The Malian foreign min-
ister in reply referred to the
historical relations between
Iran and Mali and sharing of
identical position on various
issues, calling for participa-
tion of Iranian companies in
in road and bridge building
projectsin Mali.

He described the recent
visit to Tehran of the Malian
president and his talks with
Iranian authorities as a sign
that the leaders of the two
countries are willing to de-
velop bilateral relations,
Modibo Sidibo said.

Opening an embassy in
Tehran and appointing an ex-
perienced ambassador who
have aready held ministerial
post by the Malian govern-
ment is evidence of the high
importance Mali attaches to
itsties with Tehran, he said.

minister duein
Tehran next week

TEHRAN - French Foreign Minister Hubert Vedrine
heading a delegation isto visit Tehran next week, an informed

source announced Monday.

Speaking to IRNA, the source said that the French foreign
minister is scheduled to arrive in Tehran on Saturday on atwo

day officia visit.

According to political experts, the visit by the French for-
eign minister is of great importance and can be regarded as a
turning point in Tehran-Paris relations, the source said.

In response to a question posed by reporters on his forth-
coming visit to Tehran, the French foreign minister said
France cannot be absent from the close relations the Western
countries had begun to establish with Iran.

The French minister is scheduled to meet with his Iranian
counterpart Kamal Kharrazi and other top officials of the
country during his stay in Tehran.

UNESCO condemns Taliban
for utter disregard of
International law

tions, which unanimously re-
quest a rea cease-fire and
negotiations among parties
in Afghanistan, the
UNESCO director genera
said in apressrelease.

In another development,
Iranians residing in New
York held a gathering at the
Islamic institute of the city
Sunday night, calling for the
release of Iranian diplomats
and IRNA bureau chief from
the captivity of Taliban mi-
litia.

The lIranians were ab-
ducted by Taliban in the city
of Mazar-i Sharif, in north of
Afghanistan, August 8.

Since the abduction of
the diplomats, Iranians re-
siding in different states
have repeatedly contacted
IRNA office at the United
Nations and called for a se-
rious reaction by inter-
national human rights or-
ganizations to pressure the

Taliban and their supporters
to release the kidnapped Ira-
nians.

In their Sunday night
gathering, the lranians con-
demned the Taliban move
and termed it an anti-Islamic
measure.

The participants at the
gathering, aso including
Muslims from other coun-
tries, prayed for the immedi-
ate release of the Iranians
from the captivity of the Tal-
iban.

The U.N. Security Coun-
cil in a strongly worded
statement last Thursday con-
demned the Taliban for turn-
ing down the demand of the
international community and
for continuation of blood-
shed in Afghanistan.

Calling for the immedi-
ate release of the abducted
Iranians, the Security Coun-
cil warned Taliban not to in-
flict further harm to them.

Iran’ s trade surplus with South Korea

risesto over DIrs 1 bn

TEHRAN - Iran recorded arising trade surplus of over DIrs 1.1 billion with
Korea last year, according to officia figures published in this week’s Middle
East Economic Digest.

The 1997 increase comes as the Korea Petroleum Association reported
Iran’s oil exports to Seoul reached 81.2 million barrels, up from 78 m in 1996
and from 68.3 m the year before, IRNA reported from London.

Figures from the Korea Trade-Investment Promotion Agency shows Iran’s
total exports to Korea rising from DIrs 1.63 bn in 1996 to 1.78 bn last year,
while Korean exports fell from DIrs 844 m to DIrs 611 m during the same pe-

|slamic countries should
further consolidate relations

TEHRAN - Visiting Jor-
danian Parliament Speaker,
Saed Hayel Srour, calling on
Muslim countries to con-
solidate their relations said
in the ancient city of Isfahan
that Tehran-Amman ties
should further expand.

He made the remark in a
meeting with Governor Gen-
eral of Isfahan, Jafar Mou-
savi, IRNA reported.

Referring to ancient his-
tory of Iran and its rich cul-
ture as well as lran's pres-
idency of the Organization
of the Islamic Conference,
(OIC), Srour said it is im-
portant for all Muslim coun-
tries to strengthen their re-
lations with Tehran.

The Jordanian official
lauding Isfahan’s beauty and
cleanness said that Isfahan
symbolizes the history of
Iran and the efforts of its of-
ficials and managers.

Mousavi giving a brief
report on the history of the

city said that about 7,500
tourists visited Isfahan last
year.
The Jordanian delegation
arrived in Isfahan Monday
morning and visited historic
monuments of the city.

Srour and his entourage
visited historical sites in the

ancient city including
‘Imam Square’, some his
torical  bridges, ‘Hasht-
Behesht' (eight heavens)

Building as well as ‘ The gar-
den of Birds'.

While in Tehran, the vis-
iting Jordanian parliament
speaker in separate meetings
with two Iranian MPs Taha
Hashemi and Mohammad
Javad Larijani on Sunday
evening welcomed formation
of Islamic Inter-
Parliamentary Union.

In his meeting with
Srour, Hashemi referred to
exchange of parliamentary
delegations as a major factor
to promote political relations

between the two countries.

On formation of the Is-
lamic  Inter-Parliamentary
Union, he said that the union
will improve parliamentary
and political relations among
Muslim countries while pav-
ing the way for cooperation
of Idamic states at inter-
national level. Briefing Srour
on measures taken by the Is-
lamic states in the past 10
years to form the Islamic

Inter-Parliamentary

Union, larijani called for ac-
tive participation of Jor-
danian Parliament in pre-
liminary sessions of the first
meeting of parliament speak-
ers of Muslim countries.

Srour told the Iranian
deputies that formation of
the union will lead to further
solidarity and unity among
Musdlim nations and govern-
ments. Srour, who arrived in
Tehran on Saturday for a
three-day visit, returned
home Monday night.

New airport to handle four
million passengers

TEHRAN - The first
phase of the Imam Khomeini
International Airport isto be
put into operation early next
year, said an official here on
Monday.

Talking to reporters,
Deputy Minister of Roads
and Transportation for Con-
struction and Enhancement
of Ports and Airports Ab-
dullah Mohammad Hashem
said the airport is able to
handle four million pas
sengers and 120,000 tons of
cargoes annualy once its
first phase is completed,
IRNA reported. Mohammad
Hashem said the project has
so far cost RIs 580 bhillion

New power generation units
to become operational

TEHRAN - Five power
generation units will come
on stream during the Gov-
ernment Week (August 24-
31).

Vice-Chairman of Tav-
anir (Power Generation and
Distribution  Organization),
Masoud Hojjat, told IRNA
that the projects include two
125 megawatt units of gas
turbines in Khoy, a 200 meg-
awatt unit in  Martyr Mon-
tazeri power plant, and two
100 megawatt steam units in
Qom power plant.

Outlining the plansto in-
crease the country’s power
generation capacity, he said
that at present I1sfahan’s Mar-
tyr Montazeri power plantis
active with 800 megawatts
energy but to increase its
output, plans are underway
to develop the plant through
construction of four 200-
megawatt units.

According to Hojjat, one
of the units has started its
tentative operation since 45
days ago and will officially
be launched in the Gov-
ernment Week.

The first unit of Mon-
tazeri power plant has cost
Dlrs 90 million plus RIs 50
billion, he added.

The Qom power plant
has four 100 megawatt units,
he said, adding that to help
supply the needed industrial
electricity, four other 100
megawatt units with a total
cost of DIrs 138 million plus
RIs 130  hillion have been
constructed.

He added that two gas
turbines, each with a 125
megawatt capacity has been
installed in Khoy power
plant at a cost of Rls 30 bil-
lion plus DIrs 65 million
combined.

Once operationa the
units in Khoy power plant
will plat a key role in pro-
viding neighbouring coun-
tries with electricity. The to-
tal capacity of the country’s
power generation stands at
25,000 megawatts, Hojjat
added.

To meet the country’s
needs for electric power,

some projects are under
way to expand hydroelectric
dams including 1000 mega-
watt Shahid Abbas-Pour,
2,000 megawatt Karoon-3,
2,000 megawatt Magid-
Soleiman and 400 megawatt
Karkheh dams, he said add-

ing that the projects will be

WHO opens
Symposium on
educational programs

TEHRAN - The World
Health Organization (WHO)

started a four-day sym-
posium in Tehran to intro-
duce educational programs

for health personnel in the
region.

Iranian ~ Minister  of
Health Mohammad Farhadi
said the rapid progress in
medical science requires the
graduates to keep up with
findings in the field and to
continue their studies along
with practicing medicine,
IRNA said.

He said some of the med-
ical centersin Iran would be
introduced as the in-
dependent centers to alow
hedth corps to continue
their education.

WHO regional director
for eastern Mediterranean re-
gion Hussein A. Gezary

said in his message to the
symposium, “some member
states have taken active
steps in developing national
systems for continuing ed-
ucation. A notable example
is the Islamic Republic of
Iran where important
achievements have been
made. | am glad that in rec-
ognition of these achieve-
ments, this symposium is be-
ing held in Tehran.”

Experts from Kuwait,
L ebanon, Morocco, Irag, Jor-
dan, Egypt, Yemen, Paki-
stan, Sudan, the United Arab
Emirates, Oman, Libya, and
advisors from England and
Australia have taken part in
the symposium.

completed within the next
four years.

The total consumption of
eectricity in the country
over the first four months of
the year amounted to 34 hil-
lion kilowatt/hours which
has increased by 6.3 percent
compared to the same period
last year.

Sun eclipse
to take
placein

East Asia

August 22

TEHRAN - A Tehran
University astronomy pro-

fessor here Sunday an-
nounced that a circular

eclipse of the sun will take
place in East Asia on August
22.

Irgj Malekpour said that
the eclipse, visible in most
parts of East Asia, will start
at 03:40 hours Iran summer
time (11:10 GMT) and will
end at 09:32 hours local time
(05:02 GMT), IRNA re
ported.

Malekpour said that the
eclipse will beseeninitscir-
cular shape from 04:44 hours
to 08:28 hours local time.

However, he said, the
eclipse will not be visible in
Iran.

It will beseenin Sri Lan-
ka, the Maldives, India, Ne-
pal, Bhutan, Bangladesh,
China, South Korea, Taiwan,
Japan, the  Philippines,
Myanmar, Thailand, Laos,
Vietnam, Cambodia, Ma
laysia, Singapore, Indonesia,
New Guinea, Australia, New
Zealand and the Micronesian
Islands.

As for the circular shape
of the eclipse, Professor Ma-
lekpour said that in this type
of eclipse the moon cannot
cover the sun thoroughly and
as aresult a thin ring of sun
beam will be noticeable
around the dark circle of
moon. It gives the eclipse a
circular shape, he added.

ETTELAAT ON THE INTERNET

http://www .ettel aat.com

and RIs 680 hillion more is
required for its completion.

The tota budget pre-
dicted for construction of the
airport equals 25 percent of
the expenditure on similar
airports in other countries,
he added.

Part of the credit needed
for full completion of the air-
port is to be provided
through usance and by the
Mostazafan and Janbazan
Foundation (MJF), Mo-
hammad Hashem said, add-
ing that Rls 195 hillion has
been allocated for imple-
mentation of the project this

year.

The fund for establish-
ment of the airport has been
provided by the Civil Avia
tion Organization and there
has been no financial burden
on the government in thisre-
spect, he added.

According to  Mo-
hammad Hashem, construc-
tion work on airport started
in 1375 (1996-1997) and are
expected to be completed ac-
cording to the schedule.

There is a four-phase
plan to enhance the northern
part of the airport to handle
20 million passengers and
700,000 tons of cargoes an-
nualy, Mohammad Hashem

said.

The private sector has
been invited to contribute to
the project, he continued.

Meanwhile, the executor
of the project Mohammad
Modlehi told reporters that
there has been a 54 percent
physical progress in con-
struction of the airport since
the MJF took over the re-
sponsibility for building the

arport.
Elaborating on the spec-
ifications of the airport,

Modlehi said that it is con-
structed on a 13,000 hectare
plot of lands southwest of
Tehran. Its runway is 4,200
meters long, 45 meters wide
with 10.5 meter shoulders
alongside, he added.

He continued that the air-
port is capable of hosting the
world’'s biggest airplanes
and rendering services to 14
small or seven huge-bodied
planes at atime.

The passenger terminal
of the airport liesin a 78,000
square meter plot of land
with atwo-storey parking lot
capable of housing 1,800
cars, he added.

The control tower of the
airport isalso being builtin a
1,100 square meter roofed
area, Moslehi concluded.

'Glass Agency’ recelves
Farabl movie award

TEHRAN - Ebrahim Hatami-Kia s movie ‘Glass Agency’
has won the Farabi Foundation’s movie award.

The award is given to movies whose audiences exceed
400,000 within the first four months of their screening and also
fall within the category of committed arts, as defined by the
late Imam Khomeini, IRNA reported.

Glass Agency had previously won eight ‘Crystal Simorgh’
awards in the 16th Fajr Film Festival.

In the ceremony held Sunday night, Deputy Guidance Min-
ister for Movie Industry Seifollah Daad praised Glass Agency
for its great attraction to the viewers, adding that the Iranian
movie industry should obtain a share of the international movie
market. Besides winning international movie awards, the Ira-
nian movies should have a share of global box office, he said.
Touching on general policies of the ministry, Daad said that the
criterion for granting licenses to moviesis for them to be in full
compliance with the law and to be in line with the interests of
the nation. Also speaking at the ceremony was the foundation’s
president, Mohammad Hassan Pezeshk, who said that the mo-
vie foundation will honor top domestic movies at the end of
each season. Hatami-Kia, the director of the award winning
movie, received a RIs 40 million cash prize while the producer,
Mehdi Karimi, received RIs 12 million.

One million tons of sea creatures
harvests to be exported

TEHRAN - One million tons of sea creatures harvests are to be
exported in line with government’s policy to raise export of

non-oil commodities in the Third Five-Year Economic De-
velopment Plan (2000-2005). Managing director of Iran’s Fish-

eries Organization Rasul

Lahijanian told a session of the ag-
riculture council of Zanjan Province,

northern Iran, that

300,000 jobs are expected to be provided under the project for
export of the products, which would also save the country one
billion dollars. He put the share of Zanjan in export of the said

items at 30,000 tons.

You can advertisein

= |

[ELA'AT

| nter national Edition

For details:
Phone:
Fax:
Phone:
Fax:

0171-250-0840
0171-250-0842

(212)246-4521
(212)246-4332

{ Europe (London)

{USA (New York)



