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lran,

Monday.

Japanese Deputy Foreign Minister Minoru Tamba, Japanese Am-
bassador to Tehran Takaya Suto and officials from Japanese Foreign Min-

istry will take part in the talks.

Iran will be represented by Deputy Minister for Asia-Pacific Affairs

Mohsen Amin-Zadeh.

During the 2-day talks, the officials will exchange views on issues of mu-

Japan to hold
tal ks next week

TEHRAN - The sixth round of talks between deputy foreign ministers of
Iran and Japan to promote mutual understanding will be held in Tehran next

tual interest, the international situation and bilateral relations.

The past round of talks was held in Tokyo in November 1997.

TEHRAN - The Leader
of the Islamic Revolution,
Ayatollah Ali  Khamenei,
here on Tuesday expressed
regret about the bloodshed
in Afghanistan and the mis-
chief by the Taliban militia.

“The Taliban must make
up for the ugly act of seiz-
ing the Iranian citizens and
very respectfully return
them home,” IRNA quoted
the Leader as saying.

Speaking on the occa-
sion of the anniversary of
return of the former POWs
to the Islamic motherland,
Ayatollah Khamenei re-
ferred to the Taliban as a
group of ignorant and im-
mature people, adding “the
Iranian nation, government
and armed forces do not tol-
erate the acts of mischief
by the U.S., let alone those
of this bunch of lowly peo-
ple.”

It's a pity that the fate of
the Muslim nation of the no-
ble country of Afghanistan

Rrafsanjani:

Taliban

layin
vli)/itﬁ/firge

TEHRAN - Chairman of
the Expediency Council Ak-
bar Hashemi Rafsanjani said
on Tuesday that the Taliban
are playing with fire.

Addressing a group of
former prisoners of war
(POWSs) on the anniversary
of their return home, Ay-
atollah Rafsanjani said it is
regrettable that a group of
Iranian children have been
taken captive by an im-
mature and unwise group of
people in  Afghanistan,
IRNA reported.

“It should have been
known to our neighbors that
Iran overlooks no tyranny or
mischief,” the chairman of
the Expediency Council said.

“Those who have seen
the power of the Islamic Re-
public of Iran know that the
Iranian nation is strong
enough to forcibly free its
children from captivity with-
out any negative effect,”
Rafsanjani said.

He said patience has its
own limits and the Taliban
should not misuse it.

Rafsanjani  said, “we
hope the Taliban by under-
standing the power of the Is-
lamic Republic of Iran
would seize the opportunity
given by Iran to release the
children of the Iranian nation
who had been serving the
oppressed people of Af-
ghanistan.”

“The enemy should not
forget that the country of
martyrs, the war disabled
and the POWSs cannot be in-
filtrated,” Rafsanjani said.

to fal in the hands of a
bunch of ignorant people
who don't know their own
interest, don’t understand
Islam and politics and have
little understanding of for-
eign conspiracies, Ayatollah
Khamenei added.

Expressing sorrow about
the Afghan situation, the
Leader wished that by the
grace of Allah the people of
the war-torn country du-
plicate its victories over the
Soviet army, this time
against the ignorant and im-
mature elements.

Touching on foreign in-
terference in Afghanistan,
the Leader stated “past ex-
perience shows that a gov-
ernment and country which
interferes in this kind of af-
fairs and renders assistance
to aggressive and criminal
elements would be the first
and biggest loser.”

On the return of the
POWSs, held captive by the
Iragi regime during the Ira-
gi-imposed war, the Leader
said that their return marked
a memorable and historic
day for the Iranian nation.

Resistance and per-
severance of the POWs was
a source of honor for the
Iranian nation, and their re-
turn was made possible only
by the will of Allah the Al-
mighty, Ayatollah Kha-
menei added.Stressing the
importance of “timely re-
sistance” to safeguard the
country’s independence, the
Leader said that the best of
the nation’s children are
those who persevere and
sacrifice during the hard
times to defend the coun-

try’'s  honor and in-
dependence and their na-
tional identity.

“The likes of these peo-
ple are our young people

Nouri:
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who by resisting the enemy
brought the nation honor,”
the Leader added.

Ayatollah Khamenei re-
ferred to the Basij (vol-
unteer forces), armed forc-
es, Idlamic Revolution's
Guards Corps (IRGC) and
other religious faithfuls as
the real source of the coun-
try’s power, adding “a coun-
try and a nation which pos-
sesses such youth, will
enjoy great honor because
no world power can impose
its might on it or can control
itsfate.”

Therefore, the Leader
stated, “the lranian nation
should always be grateful
and express its gratitude to
these devoted elements.”

Blasting those inspired
or fascinated by the West,
the Leader said that “the
group who still reminisces
the former corrupt regime
and seeks friendly relations
with the U.S. are the same
people who scorn the IRGC,
army, war-disabled, former
POWSs, martyrs and their
families, the Basij and Hez-
bollah forces.

“These are self-centered
people who seek only their
own interest and have not
thought of anything but
their own interest through-

out their lives.“ They are ab-

sent when there is danger
and war and are the most

vocal at the peace time.”

The Leader further
praised the faithful youth
and the Basij as real guar-
dians of the Islamic mother-
land, adding “those willing
to defend against dangers
and threats and to safeguard
the revolution, its values
and the good name of the
late Imam, are the same

people who have a spirit of
faith and devotion.

“Thanks God, the peo-
ple faithful to the religion,
revolution and the Imam,
and opposing the U.S. are
today the absolute majority
throughout the country.”

Stating that the enemies
are “as usua gripped with
anillusion,” the Leader add-
ed that the nation’s enemies
who do not see the devotion
of the people including the
youth to Islam and the late
Imam, are sure facing defeat
and disappointment. “I call
on the beloved and faithful
youth to maintain its pres-
ence at the scenes” Ay-
atollah Khamenei said.

The Leader further re-
ferred to the people as the
source of the government’s
power, adding that the three
branches of the government
all belong to the people. This
is what has brought great-
ness to the Iranian nation
which is taking full ad-
vantage of its resources to
reduce the country’s reliance
on sources outside of its bor-
ders, Ayatollah Khamenei

concluded. Prior to the

Leader’s speech, his repre-
sentative for former POWs
affairs Abu-Torabi com-
memorated the victorious
return of the POWs to the

Islamic  motherland. Abu-

Torabi, himself a former
POW, said that the pris-
oners perseverance during
their captivity in the lragi
prisons is a source of honor
for the Iranian nation.

The thousand’s-strong
audience hearing the Lead-
er's speech included fam-
ilies of the martyrs and war
veterans from all regions of
the country.

‘Experts Assantly should comprise expertsin various el

TEHRAN -  Vice
President for Development
and Social Affars Ho-
jatoleslam Abdollah Nouri
Tuesday underlined the need
for participation of expertsin
different fields in the As
sembly of Experts.

Speaking to IRNA, Nou-
ri said the Assembly of Ex-
perts should represent differ-
ent experts with diversified
expertise rather than being
limited to grand religious ju-
risprudents.

“| personally believe that
the Experts Assembly should
be made up of experienced
persoanlities  in ju-
risprudence, political, ad-
ministrative and  cultural
fields with high academic
and professiona expertise
as acknowledged by the peo-
ple,” said Nouri.

Nouri stated that while
approva of political and so-
cia qualifications of the can-
didates is a responsibility of

l[ran U.N. mission;

Sharif on August 8.

Aghanistan.

ognized norms and principles.

Delay in release of abducted
|ranians unacceptable

TEHRAN - Iran’s permanent representetive to the U.N.
Mohammad Hadi Nejad-Husseinian, said on Tuesday that
the Iranian government considers as unacceptable Taliban's
delay in release of Iranian nationals abducted in Mazar-i

The Tablian militia abducted 11 Iranian diplomats and
bureau chief of the ISamic Republic News Agency (IRNA)
after invading Mazar-i  Sharif, in north Afghanistan. They
also captured 36 Iranian relief workers who were carrying
foodstuffs. According to reports, the kidnapped Iranians
have been transferred to Qandahar.

Negjad-Husseinian made the remark in a letter to U.N.
Secretary General Kofi Annan, a copy of which was handed
over to President of the U.N. Security Council Danilo Turk,
IRNA reported from New Y ork.

He also thanked the Security Council for its stance on

The U.N. Security Council in a strongly worded state-
ment last Thursday severely condemned the Taliban militia
for not complying with the demands of the world com-
munity and asked for an immediate release of Iranian dip-
lomats and the IRNA correspondent.

The statement also named the Taliban as the occupier of
the Iranian consulate in Mazar-i Sharif and emphasized that
the move was a flagrant violation of internationally rec-

Nejad-Husseinian added that the Islamic Republic hopes
the Iranian nationals would be released through negotiations
and peaceful means immediately and without further delay.

He said he was concerned that the Taliban has so far re-
frained from talking about release of Iranian nationas and
that there has been no progress in settlement of the issue.

The Iranian envoy called on Annan and the Security
Council to exert pressure on the Taliban and countries sup-
porting it to immediately release the abducted Iranians.

the jurisprudents of the
Council of Guardians it
would be more appropriate
if the task be handled by
more specialized people.

“In our view, the Coun-
cil of Guardians is a super-
visory body which is ap-
pointed to defend the rights
of the people, their freedom
in election and support both
the voters and contenders by
removing unnecessary re-
strictions instead of im-
posing restrictions and de-
priving people of their
rights,” Nouri stressed.

He said people will be-
come frustrated if others
make decisions for them
and, therefore, will not turn

out in the elections. “It is
not in the interest of the sys-
tem to make people frustrat-
ed and make them feel that
they are not free to make de-
cisons on affairs of the
country,” he noted.

Underlining importance
of the elections for the Ex-
perts Assembly, Nouri said
the leader has a unique and
exceptional status in the de-
cision-making process in al
the affairs of the country. He
added that people should be
made aware of the high stat-
us of the leader.

He stressed that those
elected to the Expert Aas
sembly must enjoy massive
votes of the electorates.

Iranian embassy in London
denies Timesclaim

TEHRAN - The Iranian embassy in London in a statement
on Monday categorically denied a claim by the Times news-
paper accusing Iranian diplomats of involvement in bombings
in Nairobi and Dar es-Salaam on August 7.

The embassy expressed regret over the Times report
which it said is based on false claims of a terrorist grouplet,

IRNA reported.

It would have been better for the paper to cite the source
of the claim which happens to be the same terrorist group
which the British government has described as a terrorist or-

ganization, added the statement.

The Iranian embassy stressed, “the Islamic Republic of
Iran, which itself has been a victim of terrorism, including ter-
rorist attacks of this same organization, has time and again
condemned any act of terrorism in al forms and shapes.
Therefore, the Islamic Republic of Iran was amongst the first
countries to sympathize with the bereaved families of the vic-
tims of the Nairobi and Dar es-Salaam bombings .”

UNICEF educational facilities
for school age childrenin
deprived regions

ZAHEDAN, Sistan-
Baluchestan - School age
children living in the de-
prived regions of Iran will be
provided with educationa fa-
cilities by the United Nations
Children’s Fund (UNICEF),
said Iran's UNICEF repre-
sentative Sharad Sapra here
Tuesday.

Sapra told IRNA that
UNICEF will implement a
five-year plan up to 2005
which will cover the children
in need of education from Si-
stan-Baluchestan, Hor-
muzgan, West Azarbaijan,
and L orestan provinces.

Sapra added UNICEF
will designate a repre-
sentative in Sistan-

Baluchestan Province to fol-
low up the problems of chil-
drenin his province.

The UNICEF repre-
sentative also lauded Iran for
providing educational facil-
ities for Afghan children and
other children in need of ed-
ucation.The deputy head of
the provincial Education De-
partment Ismail Miri said that
before the victory of the Is-
lamic Revolution only 57 per-
cent of school age children
were covered by the Educa
tion Ministry, but the figure
is now 82 percent.

He said that currently,
7,000 Afghan students are
going to schools throughout
Sistan-Baluchestan Province.

Iranian delegations in Turkmenistan
to follow up agreements

TEHRAN - Severa delegations from various Iranian ministries and or-
ganizations are now in Ashkhabad to follow up and accelerate the imple-
mentation of agreements reached between Iran and Turkmenistan.

The Iranian delegations consist of representatives from the Ministry of
Road and Transportation headed by chief of Iran’s flag carrier (Iran Air)
Shahcheraghi, Physical Education Organization, Iran Khodro company and
Iran’s Qil Drilling Company who are scheduled to meet and exchange views
with Turkmen officials on the aforesaid subjects.

It is expected direct flights between Tehran and Ashkhabad which have
stopped for the past two months due to lack of enough passengers, would re-

[ran’s Afghan policy reviewed

TEHRAN - In the
closed session of the par-
liament here Tuesday, at-
tended by Foreign Min-
ister Kamal Kharrazi and
Information Minister Qor-
banali Dorri Ngjaf-Abadi,
parliament deputies dis-
cussed the latest develop-
ments in Afghanistan and
the necessary measures
Iran should take in this re-
Spect.

Speaking on the side-
line of the parliament ses-
sion, Mohammad Bager
Nobakht, told IRNA that
conditions of the Iranian
diplomats taken captive by
the Taliban, Afghan ref-
ugees, security along east-
ern  border,  Tehran-
Islamabad ties, and pre-
diction of future develop-
ments in Afghanistan fig-
ured prominently in the
session.

Reviewing Iran's Af-
ghan policy, ten deputies
had criticized Iran’s for-
eign policy in the session,
he said, adding that the

Iran, Russia
explore
grounds for
cooperation
In science,
higher
education

TEHRAN - The Ira
nian Ambassador to Rus-
sa Mehdi Safari dis
cussed Monday with the
Russian Minister of Sci-
ence and Technical Pol-
icy Vadamimir Bulgak
grounds for cooperation
in science, technology
and higher education.

Expressing interest in
expansion of joint coop-
eration in science and
higher education, Bulgak
said that his country is
looking forward to the
visit by Iran’s Minister of
Culture and Higher Ed-
ucation Mostafa Moain
during which he will sign
an agreement on sci-
entific and technical
fields, IRNA reported
from Moscow.

It was agreed that the
trip should be made in the
end of the current Chris-
tian year alowing ad-
equate time for prepara-
tion.

Bulgak adso ex-
pressed Russia’'s readi-
ness to welcome the head
of the Scientific and In-
dustrial Research Or-
ganization of Iran Ahmad
Motamedi on an official
visit to Russia.

He also said that Rus-
sia will hold its third ex-
hibition of scientific and
technological products in
Tehran in 1999.

TEHRAN - The Cus
toms Administration will set
up shop at the permanent
exhibit grounds in Tehran
during the upcoming carpet
exhibit at the site, the Di-
rector General of Customs
Administration, Mehdi Kar-
basian, said here on Tues-
day.

Speaking to IRNA, Kar-
basian said the move aims
to speed up appraisal and
other customs procedures
for export of carpets.

After going through the
customs procedures at the
exhibit site, the buyers can
export their purchases by
land or air without further
procedures at other customs
locations, the official said.

He further explained
that the new facilities would
be available to both do-
mestic and foreign buyers.

Tehran carpet exhibit
will be held August 23-29.

Karbasian also said that
the Customs Administration
is to facilitate import of raw
materials and packaging
equipment required for pro-

parliament decided to hold
similar meetings on the is-
sue of Afghanistan.

He rejected likelihood
of any aggression by the
Taliban against Iran’s east-
ern border and said that the
parliament discussed the
policy Iran should adopt
towards the Taliban.

Security measures to be
adopted along eastern bor-
der were aso discussed in
the session, he added.

In an exclusive inter-
view with IRNA after at-
tending the closed-door
session of the parliament
Tuesday, the foreign min-
ister said that all available
information point to the
fact that the Iranian dip-
lomats and IRNA cor-
respondent, kidnapped by
the Taliban, are all aive
and in good health condi-
tion.

Kharrazi said the ses-
son was a good op-
portunity to speak to par-
liament representatives
and answer their questions
on various issues, especial-
ly those concerning Af-
ghanistan.

The session held “help-
ful” discussions on the root
causes of Afghan problems
and on the plans pursued
by the Foreign Ministry
and the Supreme National
Security Council in this re-
gard, Kharrazi said.

Iran has taken various
diplomatic initiatives for
freedom of its nationals
from clutches of the Tal-
iban and talks are under-
way  with Pakistan, re-
gional states and the U.N.
in this respect, he added.

He said that many
countries, the U.N. Secur-
ity Council and the Eu-
ropean Union have con-
demned such an act
committed by the Taliban
and extensive efforts have
been made so far to con-

vince the Taliban that the
international  community
does not accept such a
move.

“However,” he added
“we hope that these meas-
ures would prove ef-
fective,” the Iranian of-
ficial said.

He stressed that Iran
does and will use al means
avalable to secure the
speedy release of its loved
ones.

He rejected rumors that
Iran intends to recognize
the Taiban and said “we
do not have any intention
of recognizing the Taliban
but believe that a broad-
based government should
come to power in Af-
ghanistan and rights of all
tribes, including Pashtuns,
Tajiks, Shiites and Uzbeks,
should be honored.”

“We are against the
Taliban's behavior and
moves as well as the dan-
gers it has posed to the re-
gion. As a tribe, mainly
made up of Pashtuns, the
Taliban is entitled to play a
role in the future govern-
ment of Afghanistan,” an-
nounced Kharrazi.

“Iran will not stop its
efforts both at international
and regional levels and in
holding contacts with Paki-
stan. We will follow our
own political goa with
might to insure the forma-
tion of agovernment in Af-
ghanistan, which honors
the rights of all the minor-
ities,” he added.

Kharrazi also ruled out
the possibility of a war
breaking out in eastern
parts of the country and
said: “1 do not predict that
any conflict could break
out in theregion.”

He stressed that this is
an issue which concerns
Afghanistan but al the
neighboring countries
should make efforts to in-

sure emergence of good
and formation of a broad-
based government in Af-
ghanistan.

Also speaking at the
end of the parliament ses-
sion, the information min-
ister warned the Taliban
against any aggression
along Iran’s eastern border
and stressed Iran’s pow-
erful presence aong its
frontiers.

Najaf-Abadi said that
“we are present along the
border and will not alow
corrupt elements to abuse
our borders.”

He warned the Taliban
that any act of hooliganism
will be detrimenta to
themselves and stressed
that they should immedi-
ately release Iranian hos-
tages.

The Taliban should
know that any illegal and
irrational  behaviour by
them towards Iran will re-
ciprocally affect Iran's be-
haviour towards the Tal-
iban.

Asked whether Iran
would resort to military
means to release lIranian
hostages, he said to defend
the lives of its nationas
Iran will overlook no
means.

He added that no of-
ficia negotiations have so
far been held between Iran
and the Taliban for the re-
lease of the Iranian hos-
tages. Commenting on the
objectives of the Taliban in
taking hostage the Iranian
nationals, he said that giv-
en the fact that it isthe first
time the Taliban have tak-
en lranians captive despite
having similar chances in
the past while occupying
Kabul, Herat and Jdd
Abad, the information min-
ister said blackmailing Iran
is one of the possible mo-
tives behind the Taliban's
move.

Cabinet, Parliament hold
second joint session

TEHRAN - President
Mohammad Khatami here
Tuesday nigh said both the
president and Majlis (parlia-
ment) deputies share a com-
mon feature as they are
elected through people's
vote.

Addressing the second
joint session of the cabinet
ministers and Majlis dep-
uties, the president said
through convergence many
problems of the society will
be solved, IRNA reported.

Pointing to the difference
of preferences and ten-

dencies in the society, Kha
tami said consolidation of
the Islamic system requires
that people feel their rights
are guaranteed “even those
who do not believe in our

Customsfacilitiesat carpet exhibition

duction of export oriented
goods.

He said al customs and
commercial duties levied on
such equipment and raw
materials would be paid
back to the importers within
48 hours.

Karbasian said that the
move isin line with the ad-
ministration’s policy of en-
couraging export of non-ail
commodities.

He sad tha re
imbursement of customs du-
ties, which used to be some-
times as much as half of the
value of the imported com-
modities, would raise the
purchasing power of pro-
ducers of such goods for im-
port of their needed raw ma-
terials.

He added that the Cus-
toms Administration  has
aso facilitated temporary
import of goods required for
production of their export
oriented commodities.

The Customs  Ad-
ministration has removed
unnecessary regulations for
temporary import of such
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faith.”

In the absence of free-
dom, the society will be
more exposed to harms, the
president said, adding that a
nation with greater sense of
dignity and involvement in
state affairs is resistant to
plots and threats.

Underlining re-
inforcement of national con-
solidation, especidly in the
past year, the president ad-
mired tendency of the youth
towards the system and the
revolution.

“We should believe in
youth, recognize their situa-
tion and respect their right of
expression in the society,”
Khatami said.

Elsewhere in his speech,
President Khatami termed

goods, enabling exporters to
temporarily  import  the
goods in the shortest pos-
sible time, said the Iranian
official.

About Dlrs 806 million
worth of goods were tem-
porarily imported from
1994 to 1997, said Kar-
basian, adding that DIrs 400
million out of the amount
were exported and the rest
would be exported in the
next two years.

Under present regu-
lations, exporters can import
such goods after obtaining
banking insurance and
would be allowed to export
them in one to two years.

Iran’s stands at international
scene as “satisfactory” and
outlined the Idamic Re
public’s policy of detente.

Elaborating on the cur-
rent atmosphere prevailing
in the region, Majlis Speaker
Ali Akbar Nateg-Nouri re-
gretted the deplorable situa-
tion in Afghanistan. He de-
plored the irrational attitude
of the Taliban as a “stone-
aged move under the pretext
of Islam.”

Nateg-Nouri  criticized
the reliance of the state econ-
omy on oil, adding that the
il price lumps in the recent
months has forced the gov-
ernment and the Mgjlis to
find ways to minimize its ef-
fects.

The Majlis speaker said
foreign enemies and their
agents are trying to sow dis-
cord and create tension in
the society and warned that
any move in this direction
will displease the Almighty
God.

He said in an effort to
prepare the ground for the
approva of the Third Five-
Year Development Plan, the
Maijlis has formed a commis-
sion to make relevant stud-
ies.

He stressed that by an-
ayzing the first and second
development plans and their
legal and executive short-
comings, more realism will
be practiced in formulation
and approval of the third
plan so that its objectives
will berealized.
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