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Iran, Brunal call for further

expansion of ties

TEHRAN

- Bruneian Minister of Foreign Affairs
Tuesday in Bandar Seri Begawan expressed satisfaction over the upward

trend of Iran-Brunei political relations.

He made the remark in a meeting with the outgoing Iranian Ambassador

to his country Javad Ansari, IRNA reported.

Referring to great potentia in the two countries, Mohammad stressed that
promotion of bilateral economic relations will be in the interest of both Mus-
lim nations. He also expressed the hope that more delegations will be ex-

changed between the two countries.

Both officials stressed that Iran-Brunei cooperation are to the benefit of

world of Islam.

Haji Mohammad
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|ran to take every action to
secure release of diplomats

TEHRAN - Iranian For-
eign  Ministry spokesman
Mahmoud Mohammadi said
on Wednesday that Iran will
take every action it deems
necessary to secure release
of Iranian citizens from cap-
tivity of the Tdiban.

Speaking at a press con-
ference, Mohammadi said,
“if we reach the point that
release of the Iranian na
tionas will be available
through diplomatic means,
then we will go ahead with it
" IRNA reported.

The option to handle the
case from the position of
power is high on the agen-
da of Foreign Ministry, Mo-
hammadi said.

He said the Foreign Min-
istry has launched extensive
diplomatic initiatives to
bring home those taken hos-
tage by the Taliban and For-
eign Minister Kama Khar-
razi is personally supervising
the operations.

He said the Taliban have
violated every international
standard.

The Foreign Ministry is
busy examining the dip-
lomatic channels to per-
suade the Taliban to release
the Iranians.

He said the diplomacy of
the Islamic Republic of Iran
has never envisaged inter-
ference in the internal affairs
of Afghanistan.

“We don’t have the in-
tention to violate border with
Afghanistan, but, if the Tal-
iban violate Iranian border
line or launch any attack on
the Iranians living on border
areas, it will be strongly
dealt with,” Mohammadi
said. He called on the United
Nations to take arole in set-
tlement of the Afghan crisis
and said the Idamic Re

Kargozaran:

public of Iran has always
recommended the rival par-
ties in Afghanistan to follow
the policy of dialogue and
negotiation and form a
broad-based government in
the country.

He said the image the
Taliban introduce of Islam is
something towards which
the Muslim world cannot re-
main indifferent.

The Taliban militia took
11 Iranian diplomats, IRNA
reporter Mahmoud Saremi
and 35 truck drivers hostage
when they overran the north-
ern Afghan city of Mazar-i-
Sharif on August 8.

The truck drivers were
carrying food and emer-

gency supplies to the Af-
ghan population.
Meanwhile, Foreign

Minister Kama Kharrazi
said on Wednesday the Is-
lamic Republic of Iran will
take action from position of
strength to secure the release
of its nationals held captive
by the Taliban.

In a meeting with the
families of the captive Ira-
nian diplomats, IRNA re-
porter and truck drivers,
Kharrazi said, “captivity of
your beloved ones and our
colleagues by the Taliban
has become a national issue
and a matter of prestige for
the Islamic Republic of Iran.

“Iran will take action
from position of strength to
secure their release.

“Those taken hostage by
the Taliban are soldiers of
the Islamic Revolution of
Iran. They were working at
the Iranian consulate to pro-
tect Iran’s national interests
and thus defending them is
an obligation for us al,”
Kharrazi said.

The foreign minister said

the Leader Ayatollah Ali
Khamenei and President Mo-
hammad Khatami are over-
seeing the efforts to secure
the release of the captive Ira-
nians.

“We are mobilizing all
our resources to bring our
beloved ones home,” Khar-
razi said.

He said the Tdiban's ac-
tion is a gross violation of
the internationa conven-
tions and the group (Taliban)
can no longer ignore the rea-
sonable and legitimate de-
mand of the Iranian nation
and that of the international
community.

He further issued awarn-
ing to the Tdliban to release
the captive Iranians.

The families of the hos-
tages thanked the Foreign
Ministry for intensive efforts
to get the Iranian nationals
released.

UN,, O

TEHRAN - Iran’s envoy
to the United Nations Mo-
hammad-Hadi Ne-
zhadhosseinian addressed a
letter to the U.N. Secretary
General Kofi Annan
Wednesday calling on him to
employ every possible de-
vice by U.N. offices world-
wide in order to secure the
release of Iranian captives
from the custody of the Tal-
iban in Afghanistan.

He said Iran looks for-
ward to seeing that Iranian
diplomats and other Iranian
citizens abducted by Taliban
in Mazar-i-Sharif 11 days
ago would be set free by ne-
gotiations and  peaceful
methods.

People should practice right
to determine their own fate

TEHRAN - Kar-
gozaran-e Sazandegi (ser-
vants of construction) Party
here Wednesday issued a
statement calling on differ-
ent groups to refrain from
restricting the Experts As-
sembly to a factional mon-
opoly.

In its statement, the par-
ty said if any group or
mainstream  with limited
political capacity and fac-
tional interests wants to
monopolize such a sacred
institution, it is actually
suppressing the institution
and harming its prestige

and credibility, IRNA re-
ported.

Underlining the out-
standing status of the Lead-
er in the Islamic system
and the Constitution of the
Islamic Republic, the Kar-
gozaran Party stressed the
need for respecting peo-
ple’s right to decide their
own fate.

In its statement the par-
ty also called on the ulema,
thinkers and experts to un-
dertake the commitment
and let people know their
capabilities and  com-
petence.
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The party also called on
those responsible for hold-
ing the election to safe-
guard people’s votes and
act honestly.

Referring to certain
concerns over the fina
screening of the candidates
by the Guardian Council,
the party noted people con-
sider it below the dignity of
the Guardian Council not to
be impartial in its fina
screening of the candidates.

The Kargozaran-e Sa-
zandegi Party also called
on the Interior Ministry to
try to make a record of the
people’s participation in
the elections especialy
now that there are 38.5 mil-
lion people eligible for vot-
ing, the youth in particular.

In this connection Sec-
retary General of the Islam-
ic Coalition Society, Hab-
ibollah Asgar Oladi said on
Wednesday that the enemy
tries to contaminate the at-
mosphere of the election to
tarnish the people’s image
of the elite.

The third election of the
Assembly of Experts is
slated for October 23.

Meanwhile, the Kar-
gozaran-e Sazandegi Party
called on the parliament to
drop the bill to increase the
minimum age limit for vot-
ing.

A parliament deputy
and a member of the Kar-
gozaran-e Sazandegi Party,
Hossein Mar’'ashi, told
IRNA that the politica
committee of the party ina
statement issued Wednes-
day underlined the im-
portance of the youth par-
ticipation in the third
election of the Assembly of
Experts slated for October
23.

He said that in its state-
ment, the party said that to
preserve the good relations
between the young genera-
tion and the legislature and
in light of the fact that the
religion considers 15 as the
age of maturity, the parlia-
ment should drop the bill.

Earlier Wednesday the
parliament commission for
domestic affairs approved
to increase the minimum
age limit to 16 from the
current 15.

Niyazov.

All joint agreem
ran will
mplemente

|0
with

€

TEHRAN - Turkmen President Saparmurat Niyazov,
said in Ashkhabad Wednesday that all projects launched
in recent few years with Iran in his country will be com-

pleted in future.

Making the remark during his meeting with outgoing

Iranian

Ambassador to the country Mehdi

Mir-

Aboutalebi, he said the problem of border crossing by
passengers from both countries would be removed soon,
IRNA reported from Ashkhabad.

Exchanging views with Iranian diplomat on Af-
ghanistan issue, Niyazov further expressed hope that the
Iranians abducted by Taliban militia should be released

soon.

The two sides also hoped that the Afghanistan crisis
would be solved in a near future stressing that neighboring
countries should concentrate their efforts on establishing
peace and stability in Afghanistan instead of meddling in

itsinternal affairs.

Mutual cooperation in oil, gas and Caspian Sea were
also reviewed in the meeting, with the two sides hoping
that the coming visit of an Iranian oil delegation to Turk-
menistan next week would bear fruits in relation to the
purchase and transfer of Turkmen oil and gas.

The Iranian envoy aso
requested that U.N. secretary
general inform the Iranian
representative office at the
U.N. of the results of the me-
diation of U.N. offices for
securing the release of Ira

nian hostages.
Meanwhile,  Secretary-
General  of Jeddah-based

Organization of the Islamic
Conference (OIC) Azeddine
Laraki on Wednesday called
for freedom of the Iranian
diplomats and IRNA re
porter taken captive by the
Taliban at Iranian consulate

Deputy FM:

in Mazar-i-Sharif.

Issuing a statement, La-
raki said the immunity of the
diplomatic delegations are
guaranteed in Vienna Con-
vention of 1961.

Taliban militia arrested
11 lranian diplomats and
IRNA reporter Mahmoud
Saremi when the group over-
ran Mazar-i-Sharif on Au-
gust 8.

The OIC  secretary-
general expressed concern
over the latest developments
in Afghanistan and called for
non-interference  of other
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nts Austria ready to expand economic

Talebi steps down as national
soccer team head coach

TEHRAN - Head coach of the national Iranian soccer
France 1998, Jala Talebi, resigned from his position due to family reasons,
said press advisor to the Soccer Federation, Khosrow Valizadeh, here Tues-
day evening.

Talebi has announced that he is unable to coach the national team or any
club or national team of other countries for the next
due to family engagements, the advisor told IRNA.

However, Talebi will hold his previous position as technical advisor to
the national team.

He pointed out that the committee of national soccer teams will
its nominees for the post in a near future.

team at world cup

four or five months

propose

relationswith [ran

TEHRAN - Austria is
eager to expand economic
relations with Iran, said the

spokesman for the Austrian
Chamber of Commerce

George  Krokhenberg in
Vienna Tuesday.

He told IRNA in Vienna
that the head of Austrian
Chamber of Commerce Le-
opold Mathertanr will travel
to Iran in the Iranian month
of Shahrivar (August 23-
September 22) and will par-
ticipate in a seminar on ve-
hicle production.

The seminar which will
be held with the cooperation
of the Austrian economic
representative in Tehran and
Iranian Industries Ministry,
will focus on the capabilities
of Austrian side to deliver
unfinished vehicle spare
partsto Iran. Krokhenberger
added that ‘Iran-Khodro’
company produces 100,000

C urged to medigte In Iranian hostage 1Ssue

countries in Afghanistan’s
internal affairs.

He recommended other
states to honour the sov-
ereignty and territorial in-
tegrity of Afghanistan.

He said the OIC has al-
ready launched intensive ef-
forts to bring about national
reconciliation in Afghanistan
and help form a broad-based
government in the country.

Laraki voiced OIC's
readiness to follow up the
peace process in Afghanistan
along with the international
community.

lran, France to discuss main
topicsin bilateral relations

TEHRAN - Iran's Dep-
uty Foreign Minister for Eu-
rope and America Morteza
Sarmadi said that the forth-
coming visit to Tehran of
French Foreign Minister Hu-
bert Vedrine that was going
to be made after the hectic
days of recalling am-
bassadors would offer an
opportunity to Iran and
France to discuss principal
topics in their mutua re-

lations.

He said establishment of
good and balanced relations
between lran and France
would be to the mutual inter-
est of both countries as well
as promote peace and secur-
ity throughout the region.

As far as economic and
commercia relations of Iran
and France are concerned
they are on the right path and
there are more areas in-

(reak-lranan economic taks

TEHRAN - Iran's Am-
bassador to Athens, Mehdi
Khandagabadi, Wednesday

met greek Deputy Economy
Minister Alekos Batas and
discussed with him issues

linked with  promoting
Greek-Iranian economic
cooperation.

The two officiads re-
viewed the results of the
third meeting of the joint
Greek-lranian economic
commission which was held
last month in  Athens, an
Iranian embassy source told
IRNA in Athens.

Khandagabadi also hand-
ed two messages to Baltas

for Economy Minister Yian-
nos Papantoniou, one from
Iran’s Housing Minister Ab-
dolai Zadeh and the other
from Deputy Foreign Min-
ister for Economic Affairs
Mahmoud Vaezi.

Abdolali Zadeh had led
the Iranian delegation to the
meeting of the joint Greek-
Iranian economic commis-
sion, while Papantoniu head-
ed the Greek side. Veezi
a so attended the meeting.

Baltas is expected to vis-
it Tehran next year for talks
to boost bilateral economic
and trade cooperation with
Iran.

cluding exploitation of nat-
ural gas which are left to be
explored by both the sides, a
dally said in its editoria
Thursday.

A landmark Dlrs two bil-
lion agreement between Iran
and France's Total company
has aready been signed in
September 1977 with the
participation of Malaysian
and russian companies,
wrote Tehran Times.

“Tehran appreciated the
move by Paris in chal-
lenging anti-lran policy of
the United States and back-
ing Total to defy Washing-
ton’s sanctions and invest in
the Islamic Republic. Total-
Iran accord was the biggest
foreign contract after the
1979 triumph of the Islamic
Revolution,” it said.

“Now Foreign Minister
Vedrine is making official
visit to Iran on his own in-
itiative. This opportunity
should be grasped by both
sides for the cultivation of
better mutual understanding
and a comprehensive strat-
egy for a role along with
other friendly countries for
peace and progress across
the globe, wrote the article
in conclusion.

Plan under study for appointment,
dismissal of managers

TEHRAN - A plan is
currently under study at the
State Administrative and
Employment Affairs Or-
ganization on the appoint-
ment and dismissal of man-
agers, divulged a senior
official.

Underlining the sig-
nificance of the element of
manpower in the process of
development, Vice-
President and Secretary
General of the organization
Mohammad Bagerian said
that bodies which examine
qualifications of the per-
sonnel should forge a
meaningful connection with
the administrative system
in the country, especialy
with the management of hu-
man resources.

Bagerian who is also
head of the board for scru-
tinizing qualification of the
personnel, said that other
parameters such as in-
centives, punishment and
professional training should

be taken into consideration
aswell.

He expressed the hope
that checking on qual-
ifications will not be lim-
ited to recruitment stage

but this will be one
throughout the employ-
ment period.

Another speaker at the
meeting, Information Min-
ister Qorbanali Dorri Na-
jaf-Abadi said that the Is-
lamic system focuses on
qualifications and com-
petence of individuals who
hold managerial posts, add-
ing that bodies examining
qualifications should con-
centrate on these prin-
ciples.

Obviously, he stressed,
the recruitment procedure
in the administrative sys-
tem of the country should

be as such that only those
who believe in national val-
ues and interests are em-
ployed.

Meanwhile, Education
Minister Hussein Mozafar
said that given the rapid
pace of progress in the con-
temporary world, a skilled
and qualified manpower
plays an instrumenta role
in the development process
of countries.

Underscoring the im-
portance of the mechanism
for checking qualifications
of individuals, Mozafar
said while the mechanism
should be viewed as a fil-
ter in the management of
human resources, it should
select persons with super-
ior academic, professional
and ideologica  qual-

ifications.

ETTELAAT ON THE INTERNET

http://www .ettel aat.com

vehicles annually and has on
previous occasion, expressed
willingness  to cooperate
with Austrian vehicle man-
ufacturing companies.

He adso said that Iran’s
Second Five-Year Develop-
ment Plan (1994-1999) has
created ample opportunities
for the cooperation of Aus-
trian companies in develop-
ment of Iranian industries.

The Austrian companies
have so far cooperated with
Iran  in turbine man-
ufacturing, security systems,
power plant control and wa-
ter digtillation systems and

Rafsanjani:

Respecting you
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Cement production plants.

He said that Iranian ex-
port to Austria in 1977 was
44.2  percent less than that
in the previous year, mainly
due to a reduction of oil ex-
ports.

In the first five months
of 1998, the Iranian export to
Austria  declined by 37.6
percent compared to the fig-
ure of the year before and
topped at 120 million Aus-
trian shillings. This was be-
cause of 37 percent and 74
percent reduction in the ex-
ports of carpets and pis-
tachios respectively.

i

TEHRAN - Chairman of the Expediency Council Akbar
Hashemi Rafsanjani here on Wednesday said that valuing the
youth is a principle of the Islamic system which was born
with the 1979 Islamic Revolution.

Addressing members of the youth council of the Islamic
Republic of Iran's Broadcasting (IRIB), Rafsanjani said that
ignoring the youth is to ignore the country’s future, adding
that planning for the youth is amongst the most important du-
ties of the society, IRNA reported.

Highlighting the importance of IRIB’s cultural programs
for the young generation, Rafsanjani said that educational

programs

should portray realistic goals.

Employment opportunities, marriage, addressing cultural
needs of the youth using attractive tools and methods in the
age of information explosion and fast communications have
to be major focuses of any planning for the youth, Rafsanjani

said.

The former president further stated that all the country’s
resources should be mobilized for education of the youth, a
task he referred to as a grave responsibility.

Rafsanjani praised the IRIB for its attention to the youth
affairs and expressed hope that the attention would grow in

the future.

Foreign companiesto pay
hard currency to receive
commercial caas

TEHRAN - Foreign
companiesare required to
pay charges for issuance
of commercia cards and
licenses for investment in
Qeshm Free Trade Zone
(QFTZ) in hard currency,
announced Managing Di-
rector of QFTZ Behruz

Bushehri in Qeshm on
Wednesday .
Bushehri told IRNA

the move would be in line
with the policy to increase
hard currency revenues
and that the licenses would
be valid for a period of
three years.

He put charges for is-
suing licenses of in-
vestment in the trade, ser-
vicing and industrial
sectors at Dlrs 1,000, Dirs
1,500 and DIrs 2,000 re-
spectively.

Furthermore, he sad
the applicants are required
to pay DIrs 1,500, Dlrs

Khamoushi:

1,000 and Dlrs 700 to get
commercia cards for ac-
tivity in the commercial,
servicing and industrial
sectors respectively.

He said that earlier,
foreign companies paid the
cost for issuance of in-
vestment licenses and
commercia cardsin rial.

He added that payment
of the charges is oblig-
atory for the companies
whose capitals wholly or
partly belong to foreign
entrepreneurs, but it is op-
tional for those which are
fully owned by Iranians.

QFTZ was established
in 1990 under approval of
the government aimed at
expanding export of non-
oil commodities, ab-
sorbing capital for the
production sector and pro-
moting tourism industry
and regiona  develop-
ment.

Economic rehabilitation plan
aims at encouraging investment

TEHRAN - Head of Iran’s Chamber of Commerce, In-
dustries and Mines Ali-Nagi Khamoushi said that the recently
compiled economic rehabilitation plan takes into account the
country’s various economic problems, including the un-

employment.

Khamoushi told a session attended by officials of the
chamber that the plan aims at removing root causes of un-
employment in the country through encouraging investments

in the manufacturing sector.

He aso touched on measures to absorb foreign exchange
by offering specially designed bank saving accounts to both

domestic and foreign depositors.
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