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Economy minister opposes
rise in hard currency rates

TEHRAN - Minister of Economy Hussein Namazi voiced his objection
to increasing parity rates of foreign exchangesin order to promote exports.

He told the annual two-day gathering on trade policies and foreign trade | N

that rise in foreign exchange rates might be effective for a short period of
time but in the long run will lead to increases in costs and eventually prices

of export commodities.

To boost exports, the quality of Iranian products must be improved so
that they would be able to compete with their foreign equivalents at inter-
national markets, he pointed out.

Namazi stressed that mutual interests of government and people must be

taken into consideration in export activities.

Khatami receives Chirac’s message:

Next century, an erafor dia

TEHRAN - French For-
eign Minister Hubert Ve
drine said here on Sunday
that prospect of Tehran-Paris
relations is promising and
that no issue can prevent
them from continuing to
hold talks.

Talking to reporters at
the end of his two-day visit
to Tehran at Mehrabad air-
port, Vedrine said the time
has come to resume an im-
portant wide-scale talks with
Iran.

He expressed satisfaction
with outcome of his talks
with Iranian officials and
said that al his addressees
were stressing that Iranisin-
terested in holding con-
structive talks with France in
all fields.

Paris is also interested in
holding talks (with Tehran),
believing that no issue
should pose as a hindrance
in current trend of affairs in
order to move towards fu-
ture.

More high-level political
talks and contacts and expan-
sion of Tehran-Paris ec-
onomic  cooperation are
among practical ways to ex-
pand relations between Iran
and France, said Vedrine,
stressing that France would
further encourage its big and
medium-sized companies to
invest in Iran and have activ-
itiesthere.

He called on Iran to offer

further facilities to French
companies in thisfield.

He said that his country
is interested in expanding its
cultural relations with Iran.

Hailing Iran as a big and
strategic country, Vedrine
said that as member of the
U.N. Security Council and
as an important country in
Europe, France is willing to
exchange views with Iran on
international crises.

He said that he and his
Iranian  counterpart have
agreed to hold regular talks
on international crises.

Vedrine thanked Iran for
its truly sincere and warm
hospitality towards him and
said that he is leaving Iran
with full confidence, be-
lieving that cooperation be-
tween lran and France can
be highly helpful.

Earlier on Sunday, Ve
drine handed a message to
president Mohammad Kha-
tami from his French coun-
terpart Jacques Chirac.

Calling the current cen-
tury as an era of clashes,
pressure, colonialism, terror
and hatred, President Kha-
tami expressed hope that the
upcoming century would be
an era of dialogue, peace,
cooperation and tranquility.

“We try to build the up-
coming century an era for
didlogue among civiliza-
tions” said the president,
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adding there is no other a-
ternative for peace and hu-
manity but dialogue and it
requires a universal resolve.
Tehran believes that Paris
can play an important role in
thisregard, Khatami said.

Khatami, also the chair-
man of the Organization of
the Idamic  Conference
(OIC) stressed the need for
mutual respect and said that
the differences should be
solved through common
sense and logic.

The president further un-
derlined promotion of Teh-
ran-Paris political, economic
and trade ties and hoped that
the visit would be a step to-
wards improvement of bi-
lateral relations.

The chairman of the OIC
further touched on the Pal-
estinian issue and said that
Paris stance towards the
Palestinian issue is more ra-
tional than that of other
Western countries.

Expressing regret over
appaling acts being per-
petrated in Afghanistan in
the name of Ilam, Khatami
said treatment of people, eth-
nic groups and women in
particular by no means cor-
respond with Islamic laws.

Calling terrorism the
century’s most ominous phe-
nomenon, Khatami said over
the past 20 years Iran has
been a target of terrorism.
He further referred to what

TEHRAN - The seventh
hand-woven Persian carpet
exhibition was inaugurated
here Sunday by First Vice-
President Hassan Habibi.

During the inaugural cer-
emony in which a number of
domestic and foreign carpet
experts were also present,
Habibi called for establish-
ment of a center for dis
semination of information in
order to pave the way for
further recognition of inter-
national carpet markets,
IRNA reported.

Habibi further referred to
importance of ‘appropriate
design’ in carpet industry
with an aim of promoting ex-
ports of carpets, adding that
exports of carpets with low
quality should be prevented.

The Islamic Republic of
Iran is trying to maintain the
high position and top qual-
ity of Persian carpets in the
world as in the past, he not-
ed.

Since carpet industry
plays a key role in providing
employment opportunity, ap-
propriate planning should be
made by the officials con-
cerned to improve pro-
duction and export of the Ira-
nian hand-woven carpets,
Habibi stressed.

The one-week exhibition
will conclude on August 29.

Grand Persian carpet

exhibition opens

Also speaking at the cer-
emony, Commerce Minister
Mohammad  Shariatmadari
said “drop in export of the
hand-woven carpets has not
been due to foreign ex-
change rate fluctuations or
the price coded for commod-
ity; rather, externa factors
needed to be taken into con-
sideration for the current
fluctuation.”

He said, “it is necessary
to take various aspects of car-
pet production, design and
trade into consideration.”

Shariatmadari underlined
the need for devising a com-
prehensive plan for pro-
duction and export of car-
pets, making optimum use of
the resources and raising the
efficiency parameter in vari-
ous phases of carpet pro-
duction.

He said that his ministry
plans to make full use of all
its facilitiesin order to intro-
duce Iranian carpet to all
countries around the world,
thus enhancing its market
worldwide.

He added that “efforts
would be orchestrated for
triggering ‘urgent’ plans for
the formation of the supreme
carpet council, imple-
mentation of ratifications in
the area of acquisition of
high quality materials, the

Expediency Council
advisesreplacing gas
with other fuels

TEHRAN - The Expediency Council in its latest session
stressed the need to substitute gas with other fuels in energy
consumption pattern of the country.

The session, chaired by Akbar Hashemi Rafsanjani and at-
tended by the council members, including the executive, leg-
isation and judiciary chiefs, ratified two more articles of the
country’s macro policies on the oil and gas energy resources.

The council is to continue debate on the issue in its up-

coming session.

Head of the oil and gas commission of Majlis was aso

present at the session.

MPs to debate establishment
of Cooperative Bank

TEHRAN - Maglis is
scheduled to debate a draft
bill on establishment of
cooperative banksin its open
sessions this week.

Rapporteur of economic
and financial affairs commis-
sion of the Maglis Mo-
hammad Reza Khabaz said
the motion is aimed to attract
more capital from the private
sector and cooperatives and
to expand activities of non-
governmental  banking in-
gtitutions.

Khabaz added that active
banks in the country are
faced with problems arising
from imbalance in dis

tribution of banking credits
between public and private
sectors. Furthermore due to
the complicated bu-
reaucracy, the banking sys-
tem fails to meet the credit
requirements of the public.

If approved by the Maj-
lis, the Cooperative Bank
will be a secure means to ab-
sorb liquidity of the private
sector which is estimated to
be about RIs 125,000 billion
at present, said the official.

The constitution bans es-
tablishment of private banks
and a present only govern-
mental banks are active in
the country.

use of natural dyes in weav-
ing capets, loan ac-
commodation for the carpet
weavers, setting up coop-
eratives for a concentrated
activity of carpet production
and exports and the es
tablishment of permanent
carpet fairs.

He said that to this end
parliament has ratified a bill
for insurance of the carpet
weavers as well as its ex-
ecutive article of association.

He thanked carpet weav-
ers for paying 1.5 percent of
their export  revenues to
government.

Head of Export Pro-
motion Center of Iran
(EPCI) Mojtaba Khosrowta)
said that the seventh carpet
exhibit had formerly invited
6,000 purchasers of Iranian
carpets abroad to inspect the
fair.

Khosrowtgj said that spe-
cia facilities have been
made available to the pur-
chasers and participants, in-
cluding foreign exchange
regulation facilities.

He said that variety of
old and new carpets, in vari-
ous sizes and weights, in dif-
ferent configurations and de-
signs have been set on
display at the said exhibit.

A group of researchers
are expected to identify old
carpets, provide an iden-
tification for them or offer
them to museums, he added.

According to Khosrowtgj
a total of 300 ingtitutes and
production and commercial
companies as well as a num-
ber of artists have put on
show more than 100,000 car-
pets a 20 halls in 60,000
sguare meters of lands.

The fair will close on
August 29.

happened in Tanzania and
Kenya as human tragedies
and said anti-terrorism cam-
paign needs a global will.

Terrorism means resort
to force for solving prob-
lems and what has been
raised by the U.S. should
have been raised at an inter-
national tribunal so that if
some people were found
guilty the whole  world
would deal with them.

Vedrine calling as pos-
itive the talks he had with
the Iranian officials during
his stay here, said, “al your
remarks on dialogue among
civilizations are eagerly fol-
lowed up in France.”

Rejecting unipolar world
system, Vedrine said “we
arefor a balanced world.”

Alluding to the 7th pres-
idential elections in Iran in
which Khatami was elected
as the president of the coun-
try, Vedrine said “France
was highly impressed with
your election and the mas-
sive turn-out of people. My
visit to Iran aims to promote
tieswith Iran.”

Referring to the regional
crises, he said there are lots
of crises in the world and
given Iran-France common
stance the two countries
can cooperate with each oth-
er in solving the crises.

Meanwhile, the lranian
and French foreign min-
isters in  second rounds of
their talks here on Sunday
explored ways of strength-

0g among civilizations | Pakist

ening Tehran-Paris polit-
ical, economic and cultural
ties and  discussed up-
grading bilatera  coop-
eration at the regional and
international levels.

Kamal Kharrazi and Hu-
bert Vedrine adso ex-
changed views on the key
regional and international
issues, including those per-
taining to Afghanistan, Ko-
sovo, the Persian Gulf, Iraq
and the Caucasus, and
struggle against smuggle of
narcotics.

Escalation of crisis, in-
humane and war mongering
measures of Taliban and
the need for putting an end
to the painful and critical
conditions of Afghan peo-
ple were among other topics
between the Iranian and
French foreign ministers.

They expressed concern
about the Kosovo crisis and
the deplorable conditions of
regional citizens as well as
its harmful impacts on the
Balkans peace process.

Vedrine said that his
country is ready to explore
means of  cooperation with
the Islamic Republic of Iran
in fighting smuggle of nar-
cotics and check the dan-
gers which the drugs might
pose to the European coun-
tries.

They also agreed on pre-
paring the ground for
strengthening  mutual ec-
onomic, scientific and cul-
tural cooperation.

sides planning talks with the officials of
the Islamic Republic of Iran.

Upon his arrival, Kanju told reporters
at Mehrabad airport that he is expected to
hold talks with high ranking Iranian of-

Tehran to host first Intl. symposium
on biomechanics in sports

TEHRAN - The first international symposium on biomechanics in sports
is to be held in Tehran next week with the participation of instructors from
Germany, France and Canada.

Secretary of the symposium, Shahbazi, termed holding of the symposium
as an effective step towards promoting biomechanics at domestic and inter-
national levels.

The executive committee of the symposium held a session in which Sec-
retary General of the National Iranian Olympic Committee Amir Husseini
was present.

The participants discussed ways of holding the symposium in the best
possible manner.

an’s state minister
1IN Tehran

TEHRAN - The Pakistani Minister of
State for Foreign Affairs Siddique Khan
Kanju arrived here Sunday evening to
submit a message to President Mo-
hammad Khatami from Pakistan's Prime
Minister Mohammad Nawaz Sharif, be-

ficials on recent developments in the war-
stricken country of Afghanistan, IRNA re-
ported. Describing |slamabad-Tehran re-
lations as very ‘friendly’, he deduced that
there exist no tension in the two countries
bilateral relations.

According to informed sources, Paki-

stan’s council of ministersin its sessionin

Islamabad last week decided to send Kanju
to Tehran to explain current Afghan situa-
tionto senior Iranian officials.

Japanese businessmen
seek to Invest in lran

TEHRAN - Japanese
Ambassador to Tehran Ta
kaya Suto said that the re-
cent visit of the Japanese ec-
onomic delegate to Tehran
has spurred great interest
amongst the Japanese busi-
nessmen to invest in the Is-
lamic Republic of Iran.

Speaking to IRNA, Suto
added that the Japanese gov-
enment has also taken
measures to encourage in-
vestments in Iran including
making available short term
insurance for exports.

According to the am-
bassador, the issue of ec-
onomic cooperation would
figure prominently in the
talks between the two coun-
tries deputy foreign min-
istersin Tehran on Monday.

The Japanese deputy for-

Former prison head
assassl nhated

TEHRAN - Former head
of the Prisons Organization
of Iran Assadollah Lajevardi,
58, was martyred Sunday
morning by two armed as-
sailants at his business outlet
at Tehran's grand bazaar.

According to eye
witnesses, the two gunmen
entered his office and en-
gaged in conversation with
him when suddenly one of
them opened fire at him us-
ing a Uzi machine gun,
IRNA reported.

It is said that an elderly
man who intervened was
also shot dead.

According to the report,
one of the two assailants was
immediately arrested.

Police cordoned off the
traditional marketplace, ba

zaar in Tehran shortly after
the attack and the bodies of
the victims were transferred
from the shop where Lg-
evardi and his brother were
doing their business.

Martyr Assadollah Lagj-
evardi with a bright record
of services for the Islamic
Revolution both before and
after the victory of the Islam-
ic Revolution in 1979 fell
victim to aterrorist act along
with his brother.

Lajevardi joined the
corps of the Isamic Revolu-
tion when he was young and
became a confidential per-
sondlity to the late Imam
Khomeini.

Lgevardi, a revolutionary
activis who was himsdf a
prisoner in the former regime,

Commerce minister calls
for cutting dependence
on oll revenues

TEHRAN - Commerce Minister Mohammad Shar-
iatmadari said here on Saturday that expansion of non-ail

export

and cutting dependence on crude oil export rev-

enues in the long run are an inevitable necessity.

Speaking to the first annual seminar of the com-
mercia policies and international trade, Shariatmadari
said that fluctuations in price of oil have affected govern-
ment’s revenues and country’s potential for purchase of
raw materials and new technology, thus hampering the ec-

onomic development process.

He said that one cannot ignore the mid-term goals and
country’s situation in devising commercia policies but
there should be attention to the existing resources and
the international economic devel opments.

He added that prevailing conditions necessitate more
momentum in expansion of non-oil goods export. The
seminar wound up work on Sunday.

French, lranian parliamentarians
discuss Paris-Tehran ties

TEHRAN - The visiting
French parliamentary del-
egation discussed political,
regional and international
developments as well  as
Tehran-Paris ties in separate
meetings with Iranian Mgj-
lis (parliament) deputies.

Vice-President of the
Majlis Foreign Commission
Mohammad Javad Larijani,
said that globalization and
global identity does not im-
ply that nations must give
up their identity.

It is high time cultural
assault raised at an inter-
national level and at a
large scale, Larijani said,
adding, Tehran and Paris
can cooperate in to this
end.

Larijani aso voiced
Iran’s willingness to expand
relations with all countries

on the basis of national in-
terests and mutual respect.

He added that parlia-
ments can help governments
in making investments and
forging long-term  coop-
eration, in the fields of en-
ergy, industry, agriculture
and communication in par-
ticular.

Head of the French par-
liamentary delegation,
Bouche Ron, said that glo-
balization is a reality but it
differs from becoming
Americanized. He added
that Tehran and Paris can
put combatting cultural in-
vasion top on the agenda of
their cultural cooperation.

Ron stressed that for
France Iran has a specia
status in the Middle East.

Meanwhile, the Iranian
co-chairman of the Iran-

France parliamentary
friendship group, Mah-
moud Jamali, told the

French delegation that clos-
er ties between the two par-
liaments can pave the way
for promotion of Tehran-
Paris ties in forging mutual
understanding and  off-
setting biased propaganda
of enemies of the two
countries.

He said that expansion
of tourism, industrial and
economic cooperation es-
pecialy between the pri-
vate sectors of the two

countries are the best
means for further con-
solidating Tehran-Paris
ties.

was asked to administer the
Prisons Organization after es-
tablishment of the Idamic Re-
public of Iran.

He resigned from his
post as head of the Prisons
Organization last year and
returned to the same busi-
ness he did in bazaar before
the victory of the Idlamic
Revolution.

Police is investigating
the case and the motives be-
hind the assassination.

President  Mohammad
Khatami in a message here
Sunday offering condolences
to the Leader, nation and the
family of the martyr As
sadollah Lajevardi, asked the
country’s information and
security officialsin charge to
immediately identify and ar-
rest the terrorists who
gunned down Lajevardi and
two other men on Sunday
morning.

The message read, “the
dirty hands of the assassins
once again martyred another
soldier of the Islamic Rev-
olution and a faithful ser-
vant of the people and Islam-
ic sovereignty, Lajevardi
along with other innocent
men to further blacken their
terroristic file.”

The president under-
lining the determination of
his administration to do
everything possible within
its capacity against the ter-
rorists.

Meanwhile, a spokesman
for the terrorist Mujahedin
Khalg Organization (MKO)
in a contact with the Reuters
in Dubai claimed re
sponsibility for the attack.

eign minister, Minoru Tam-
ba, arrived in Tehran Sunday
night to take part in the
scheduled deputy foreign
ministerial meeting. The last
round of such talks took
place last November in Ja
pan.
Suto further said that cul-
tural issues as well as those
relating to consular affairs
would aso be discussed in

Qil Ministry official:

the upcoming meeting.

Touching on the Jap-
anese foreign policy towards
Iran, the ambassador said
that Iran is viewed as a very
important  country  with
which Japan seeks broad re-
lations.

He further lauded the Ira-
nian policy for remova of
tensions and expansion of
ties with other countries.

No more hikein price
of ail derivatives

TEHRAN - The prices of
oil derivatives increased early
this year in accordance with
the Second Five-Year Ec-
onomic Plan  (1995-2000)
law, a directive issued by the
Economy Council and this
year's budget law but no more
price hikes are predicted.

Deputy Oil Minister in
charge of refining and dis-
tribution of oil derivatives
Mohammad Agaie said here
on Sunday that policies of
the Oil Ministry and the Na-
tiona Iranian Qil De
rivatives Refining and Dis
tribution Company
(NIODRDC) are based on
meeting public demands
within the framework of the
Second Five-Year Plan.

Agaie said that pro-
duction of oil derivatives
showed a 95 percent in-
crease in the first four
months of the year (March
21-July 22) compared to the
same period last year.

He said that 9.1 million
liters of liquefied gas, about
31 million liters of gasoline,
24.7 million liters of ker-
osene, 64.4 million liters of
gas oil and 76.4 million li-
ters of mazut had been pro-
duced daily in the first four
months of the year.

He added that 8.5 million
liters of liquefied gas, 36.1
million liters of gasoline,
16.4 million liters of ker-
osene, 56.1 million liters of
gas ail, 32.5 million liters of
mazut had been consumed
domestically per day in the
said period.

A 4.6 percent increase
was recorded in consump-
tion of gasoline in the first
four months of the year com-
pared to the figure registered
in the corresponding period
last year, he continued.

Furthermore, he said that
a nine percent increase was
recorded in amount of oil
derivatives reserved at the
NIODRDC-owned res-
ervoirs in  the first four

months of the year compared
to last year' sfigure.

Agaie said that pro-
duction of oil derivatives at
the country’s refineries are
expected to rise to 1.509 mil-
lion barrels a day on the av-
eragethisyear.

He said that 9.583 mil-
lion liters of liquefied gas,
36.300 million liters of gas-
oling, 29.220 million liters
of kerosene, 63.150 million
liters of gas oil and 33.990
million liters of mazut are
expected to be distributed
nationwide on daly basis
thisyear.

He added that the Qil
Ministry aso plans to export
43 million liters of mazut
daily and this year's budget
has envisaged an income of
1.12 hillion dollars from ex-
port of this product.

Agaie said there are plans
to import four million liters
of gasoline daily thisyear.

NIODRDC has the po-
tential to produce 600 mil-
lion liters of motor oil an-
nually and has got the
license for export of 15,000
tons of the commodity,
Agaie stated.

He regretted that
600,000 out of 1.2 million li-
ters of gasoline distributed in
southeastern Province of Si-
stan-Baluchestan daily are
illegally smuggled out of the
country. Over the past six
years, he added, 600 million
liters of gasoline have been
smuggled out of the prov-
ince.

He put the per capitagas-
oline consumption in the
country at about 200 liters
and in Sistan-Baluchestan
Province alone at 240 liters.

He put the growth in gas-
oline consumption at six per-
cent annually over the past
six years and said the figure
stood at 13, 12 and nine
percent for the provinces of
Ardebil, Sistan-Baluchestan
and West Azarbaijan re-
spectively.

Over 50 pcrisein non-metallic products

TEHRAN - Up to 52 per-
cent increase has been reg-
istered for non-metallic prod-
ucts, including  cement,
chinaware, paper, vegetable
ail, polyester fibers, nylon
polyester thread and color TV
sets in the first quarter of the
current Iranian year (March
21-June 21).

Head of the non-metallic
industries department at the
Industries Ministry Hossein
Naji told IRNA here on Sun-
day that production of veg-
etable oil rose by 30 percent,
cement by 14 percent, pow-
der detergents by nine per-
cent, paper by 34 percent,
polyester fibers by 50 per-
cent, polyester threads by
four percent and nylon
thread by one percent in the
first quarter of the year com-
pared to last year's first
quarterly figure.
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Ngji said that production
of industrial products last
year showed an increase of
about 70 percent compared to
the preceding year' sfigure.

He said that more than 40
percent decrease was reg-
istered in production of other
products manufactured by
units operating under his de-
partment’ s supervision due to
a decrease in government's
revenues, the oil price sump

and the liquidity shortage.

He added that his de-
partment plans to export
50,000 tons of vegetable oil
and 30,000 tons of powder
detergents this year.

He sad that planning
should be made for export of
surplus  production of flour,
vegetable oil, cement, tire, gar-
ments, detergents, stationaries,
food, pharmacautical and san-
itary products.
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