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Iran, Kuwait call for
promotion of bilateral ties

TEHRAN - Senior Kuwaiti officials have called for further promotion of I N

relationswith Iran.

At the end of his diplomatic mission to Kuwait, the Iranian Ambassador,
Gholamali Sanati, held separate talks with officials at the Kuwaiti Justice
Ministry, Ministry of Foreign Affairs and the son of Emir of Kuwait.

Further expansion of cooperation between the two governments, par-
ticularly in political, trade and cultural fields were among the subjects re-

viewed at the meetings.
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‘People appreciatereal
worth of government
administrators

TEHRAN - The Leader
of the Isamic Revolution,
Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, as-
sured the cabinet ministers
that people appreciate the
real worth of the administra-
tion and of government ad-
ministrators.

Addressing President
Mohammad Khatami and his
cabinet ministers on the first
day of the government week
(Aug. 24-31) here Monday,
the Leader said the popular
support for the administra
tion is a divine asset that
could be forever safeguarded
by sincere and well-
intentioned efforts, IRNA re-
ported.

Ayatollah Khamenei
said if a government system
should be able to bring the
people close to an optimum
level in terms of their spir-
itual and material needs
within divine values it has
then taken a stride forward
towards God.

The Leader appreciated
the gravity of the tasks un-
dertaken by President Kha
tami’s administration and
said the administration must
inform the people of what it
has fulfilled. He said the en-
emies of the Idamic Re
public aways aggrandize
every possible weak point
which situation, he said,

Speak

Sectarianiam, extremism run
counter to [Samic principles

TEHRAN - Iranian Parliament Speaker Ali Akbar Nateq
Nouri said here on Monday that sectarianism, extremism and
violence run counters to Islamic principles.

In a meeting with grand mufti of Lebanon Muhammad
Rashid Qabbani, Nateq Nouri said the enemies are working
hard to overshadow the common goals of the Muslims by
magnifying minor differencesin abid to reach their ominous

objectives and therefore the Mudims and

Islamic states

should exercise vigilance, IRNA reported.
He said world Muslims are seen as an entirety in Iranian
diplomacy and this is the reason for global arrogance's an-

imosity against Iran.

Nateg Nouri said the only way to liberate Palestine is uni-
ty of the Muslims in accordance with the lofty teachings of
Islam and Prophet Mohammad (peace be upon him).

The grand mufti of Lebanon briefed Nateq Nouri on the
resistance of the Lebanese people and said the unity of the
Muslims and support of the Islamic states are the only means
to deal with the Zionist expansionism.

The leader of Dar el-Fatwa of Lebanon appreciated Iran’s
support for the Muslimsin Lebanon and called Iran as a mod-

e Islamic state.

Qabbani arrived in Tehran on Sunday.

Industria goods
export up 40 c

TEHRAN - The export
of industrial goods, man-
ufactured by units affiliated
to the Industries Ministry
rose to Dirs 1.13 hillion last
year from DIrs 76 million in
1989, showing an average 40
percent growth, said deputy
industries minister for ec-
onomic and financial affairs
Ebrahim Bahadorani here on
Monday.

Bahadorani told IRNA
that the country imported
goods worth Dlrs 2.919 bil-
lion last year against Dlrs
2.722 bn imports in 1989.

In the said period, he
said, the country in return for
every 100 dollars worth of
imports exported 2.8 dollars
worth of goods but at the
same time the ratio of export
to import reached 38 to 100
dollars last year.

The industries sector im-
ported Dlrs 2.919 billion
worth of goods last year, the
deputy industries minister

Moreci

TEHRAN - Projects con-
cerning laying of city natural
gas pipelines in 45 cities are
to become operational during
the government week (Au-
gust 24-31) or by late March
next year, said deputy oail
minister for gas affairs Ham-
dollah Mohammadnejad.

He said that in line with
policies to replace fossil fuels
with natural gas, the re
fineries of Vali-e Asr, Khan-
giran, Sarkhun and Bidbo-
land have raised their daily
gas refining capacities up to
150 million cubic meters, in
the past five months, up 12.5
percent compared to the cor-
responding period last yesr.

795 kilometers of 30 to
56-inch high pressure gas
pipelines have been designed
and produced between Au-
gust 1997 and July 1998, said

He said that country
earned DIrs 9.48 hillion from
export of non-oil commod-
ities from 1995 to 1997.

The Industries Ministry
is to export Dlrs 1.147 bil-
lion worth of manufactured
goods this year, he said, add-
ing that in the first four
months of the year Dlrs 331
million worth of industria
products were exported by
the ministry to 125 coun-
tries.

So far, 10 industria pro-
jects have been implemented
and 10 others are under con-
struction by lranian experts
inforeign countries, he said.
He put the total value of the
projects at DIrs 300 million.

He said that Ris 4.248
billion was invested in the
industry sector during the
1995-1997 period.

He added that foreign in-
vestments in the industry
sector dropped to Dlrs 78.4
million last year from about
Dlrs 265 million in 1995.

Mohammadnejad, adding that
this raised the total pro-
duction of the domesticaly
made high pressure gas pipe-
linesto 11,240 kilometers.

He added that the length
of the total city gas networks
has amounted to 44,632 ki-
lometers and the number of
city gas subscriptions to
2,630,392.

According to  Mo-
hammadnegjad 305,469 new
subscribers  were  supplied
with natura gas service with-
in the period, thus raising the
number  of gas subscribers
throughout the country to
3,286,951.

At present, 5,124,000
families all over the country
enjoy natural gas facilities,
he added.

By the year end, Mo-
hammadnejad said, 2,700 km

makes it incumbent on all
government  administrators
to publicize the nationa
achievements as a means to
neutralize  those in-
sinuations.

He said the enemies of
the Islamic Republic also
wish to corrupt the Iranian
youth, and commented that
sadly there are elements in
the country that do things
for the purpose of shattering
the faith of the youth in the
system. He said the natural
expectations from the gov-
ernment is to neutralize all
those vicious efforts of the
enemies of the Islamic Rev-
olution.

In histalksto the visiting
group he also condemned the
U.S. attacks against Af-
ghanistan and Sudan as an
example of state terrorism.

He said the U.S. missile
attacks on the two countries
is violation of the ter-
ritories of the two countries,
and added that the Islamic
Republic condemns the act
on the strength of established
international conventions.

He said what has taken
place in Sudan and Af-
ghanistan is by no way ac-
cepted by independent and
free-loving people in the
world, adding that it is not
acceptable that a government
relying on its military might
attack another country and
kill its innocent people.

He noted that in-
dependent nations of the
world would never accept
such wrongdoings and the
Muslim and valiant nation of
Iran has aways bravely
condemned such actions.

Terming the American
attacks against Sudan and
Afghanistan as a crimina
act, the Leader said: “I do
not know Osama bin Laden
and | do not condone killing
local and civilian people in
Tanzaniaand Kenya, but the
military action of the U.S.
against Sudan and  Af-
ghanistan is as much con-
demnable as killing civilians
in Kenyaand Tanzania.

The Leader aso said as
far asthe Islamic Iran is con-
cerned the U.S.  attacks
against Sudan and Af-
ghanistan is as much con-
demnable as isthekilling of
civilians by the Taliban in
Mazar-i-Sharif ~ of Af-
ghanistan.

UK
partner
joins
Balal
|proj ect

TEHRAN - Premier Oil
of the UK has signed a joint
venture agreement with Can-
ada’'s Bow Valey under
which it will fund 75 percent
of the estimated Dlrs 150
million cost to develop
Iran’s offshore Baldl field.

The British partner fol-
lows Indonesian firm, Bak-
rie, pulling out the project. A
previous joint venture with
UK engineers Pell Frish-
mann also fell apart because
of previous U.S. sanctions
threats that made financing
the deal difficult, IRNA re-
ported from London.

The decision by Premier
Qil to join comes after the
U.S. government accepted to
waiver sanctions against Eu-
ropean companies investing
in Iran’s oil and gas industry
in May.

Petroleum  Argus this
week quoted an executive
from Bow Valley saying that
the waiver made the project
“more comfortable for us to
go ahead,” but added that it
was still “not bullet proof.”

The development of Ba-
lal field is aimed to bring
40,000 barrels of crude per
day on stream by 2000. It is
the latest deal to be accepted
under Iran’s portfolio of
buy-back projects.

President:

| ranian soccer club coach,
best in Asiain July

TEHRAN - The Asian Football Confederation in a statement issued in
Kuala Lumpur Monday declared head-coach of Estegla soccer club of Iran
Nasser Hejazi asthe best in Asiain the month of July.

Esteglal club, coached by Hejazi, won the first title in the national soccer
leaguein Iran in the past season, IRNA reported from Kuala Lumpur.

The statement further described Hejazi, formerly serving as the goalkeep-
er of lIran’s national team, as having been quite successful in directing Es-
teglal to victory. It further said Esteglal club, which along with Piroozi is one
of most popular teams in Iran, has managed to make its way into Asian
league thanks to Hejazi’ s leadership.

ran expects Pakistan to secure
release of diplomats

TEHRAN - President
Mohammad Khatami said on
Monday there is no doubt
that the Iranian diplomats
kidnapped in Mazar-1 Sharif
are in hands of Taliban and
that Iran will never remain
indifferent toward the fate of
the Iranians now in captivity
in Afghanistan.

While receiving a mes-
sage from Pakistani Prime
Minister Nawaz Sharif sub-
mitted by Pakistani Minister
of State for Foreign Affairs
Sidiqgue Khan Kanju, Pres-
ident Khatami said, “we de-
cisively expect our friends
in Pakistan to inform us of
the fate of the Iranian cap-
tives and admit responsibility
for their health. They are ex-
pected to make Taliban un-
dertake legal and inter-
national obligation towards
the safety of our citizens and
immediately release them
al,” IRNA reported.

The president expressed
concern that outside hands
area work to hinder im-
provement of situation in the
region.

The joint enemies of Iran
and Pekistan have a role in
this crisis by perpetrating
provocative acts, the Iranian
president said, hoping that
the officials of the two coun-
tries would overcome the cri-

ternational impact.

Musim parliamentarians
t0 gather In Teranin
December

TEHRAN - Representatives of Muslim countries' par-
liaments will gather in the Iranian capital in December to
determine the venue and date of the first assembly of heads
of parliaments of these countries, said parliament deputy
from Qom Taha Hashemi here Monday .

Hashemi, who is a member of the presiding board of
the parliament, told IRNA that since some countries have
consultative assemblies, in order to make it al embracing
it was decided to call the assembly
islative and consultative assemblies of Islamic countries'.

Hashemi added that inter-parliamentary relations can
pave the way for political decision-makings of heads of
Muslim states and act as an effective arm of the Organiza-
tion of the Islamic Conference.

He pointed out that the union will definitely have anin-

Turning to his recent visit to Cairo, he said Iran-Egypt
parliamentary friendship group will be formed soon.

‘the union of leg-

sis through wisdom and vig-
ilance.

The president hoped that
Pakistan would launch satis-
factory efforts in this respect
and said, “our friendship is
very fundamental and has
not been gained a a low
price. We do not abandon it,
but the malignant factors are
working hard to disrupt the
friendly relations.”

He said “the Iranian peo-
ple are worried about Paki-
stan’s support for Taliban
and their sentiments have
been severely hurt by the be-
havior of the Taliban.”

Khatami predicted that
the Taliban's rule over Af-
ghanistan would be a shaky
one and constantly prone to
attacks by other ethnic
groups and this would create
problems for Pakistan in the
long run.

Kanju said the Pakistani
government and  nation
would spare no effort to al-
leviate the anxiety in the re-
gion and help release the Ira-
nian diplomats.

Kanju said Iran and Paki-
stan have suffered heavy
losses in the past two dec-
ades as a result of the situa-

tion in Afghanistan.

Earlier on Monday, For-
eign Minister Kama Khar-
razi told the Pekistani state
minister for foreign affairs
that Pakistan's performance
in relation to the Iranian dip-
lomats taken hostage by Tal-
iban in Afghanistan is un-
justifiable. “Pakistan’s
explanations are not con-
vincing at al,” he added.

Kharrazi said the Iranian
people and government are
seeking immediate release of
the Iranian diplomats and
the IRNA reporter by the
Taliban.

The tape recording of a
telephone conversation be-
tween lIranian consulate in
Mazar-i-Sharif and the For-
eign Ministry proved that the
Iranian  diplomats  were
present at the consulate when
Taliban overran it, he said,
adding that any other claim
by the Taliban in this respect
is sheer lie.

Kharrazi said, “what is
happening in Afghanistan
have brought suffering for
the Afghan people and posed
threat to the security and sta-
bility of the region.”

“The Islamic Republic of

Iran has aways followed the
policy of non-interferencein
the Afghan internal affairs
and helped establishment of
peace in the country,” Khar-
razi said.

He said Iran believes that
a permanent and lasting
peace would be restored in
Afghanistan by setting up a
broad-based government in
which all the ethnic groups
have their pat far from
bloodshed and foreign inter-
ference.

Kanju said Pakistan has
done what it could to secure
the release of the Iranian dip-
lomats and would go ahead
with new efforts to this end.

He said Pakistan too be-
lieves that it is not possible
to solve the Afghan issue
militarily and that a lasting
peace in that country re-
quires formation of a broad-
based government with par-
ticipation of al ethnic
groups.

Kanju said Islamabad is
keen on cooperation with
Iran to help restore peace in
Afghanistan.

Kanju wound up his two-
day visit and left Tehran on
Monday.

Iran, Armenia keen to enhance
multi-faceted relations

TEHRAN - Foreign min-
isters of Iran and Armeniain
Tehran on Monday studied
ways to develop bilatera
cooperation, regional and in-
ternational issues.

Kama Kharrazi of Iran
and Vartan Oskanyan of Ar-
menia emphasized the readi-
ness of Tehran and Y erevan
to enhance the level of mul-
ti-faceted relations and un-
derscored the importance of
bilateral  cooperation  to
peace and stability of the re-
gion, IRNA reported.

Oskanyan said Yerevan
would spare no effort to de-
velop relations with the Is-
lamic Republic of Iran.

He said Armenia is will-
ing to promote cooperation
with Iran in economic areas
and called for Iran’s partner-
ship in carrying out joint ec-
onomic projectsin the region
including road and railway

Faezeh Hashemi:

Iran’ s flag carrier tansports eight
million passengers each y

TEHRAN - Iran’'s flag
carrier, Iran Air, displaces
eight million passengers
on its domestic and for-
eign flights each year,
Iran Air Managing Di-
rector Ahmadreza Kazemi
said on Monday.

Of the total number of
passengers, some 1.4 mil-
lion fly on international
flights, he said, while vis-
iting lran Air ground fa-
cilitiesin Tabriz.

He expressed hope that
the number of flights from
Tabriz to other cities of

ties to be supplied

of gas pipelines would be
added to the urban gas net-
work. Presently, Mo-
hammadnejad, also managing
director of the National Ira
nian Gas Company (NIGC)
said, 306 cities enjoy natural
gas facilities and efforts are
underway to supply 79 other
citieswith similar facilities.
In 1997, he said, 44 bil-
lion cubic meters of natural
gas were refined and distrib-
uted and 27 billion cubic me-
ters of natural gas were re-
injected to oil wellslast year.
Power plants, households
and industries consumed 38,
32 and 30 percent of the total
volume of natural gas distrib-
uted last year, he continued.
Mohammadngad  said
that 50 billion cubic meters
of natural gas are to be re-
fined and distributed and an-

the country would in-
crease soon.

The Iran Air managing
director accompanied by
his deputy in charge of
commercial affairs arrived

other 27 hillion cubic meters
isto be injected into oil wells
this year. Under a new plan,
he added, the volume of nat-
ural gas offered to the gas op-
erated power plants would
riseto 21 billion cubic meters
this year from 16.3 billion cu-
bic meters last year, showing
a 25 percent growth.

As for plans to replace
gas oil with natural gas at the
industry sector, he said the
National Iranian Gas Com-
pany is planning to supply
more natural gas to 500 in-
dustria units in the first
phase this year and to 600
and 700 more units in the
next two years.

Once the project is fully
implemented by the year end,
he added, 7.5 million cubic
meters of natural gas would
be delivered to the industrial

here on Sunday to get first
hand account of the air
traffic as well as pas-
senger and cargo trans-
portation in East Azar-

baijan Province.

with gasfacilities

units per day.

Under the 1998 budget
bill, the NIGC has been au-
thorized to attract 1.4 billion
dollars in investment on buy-
back basis and to this end
talks are underway with sev-
era foreign companies.

Using the investments,
the NIGC is expected to raise
its daily gas refining capacity
to 44 million cubic metersin
two years time, hesaid.

The NIGC is dso to set
up more than six gas relay
stations and admit 330,000
new subscribers in  down-
stream section annudly in a
period of three years, he add-
ed.

construction, gas piping, and
building dams and tunnels.
Oskanyan said the vol-
ume of trade exchange could
be raised thanks to the great
potential for bilateral coop-
eration and called for adop-
tion of free trade regulations
by the two countries.
Kharrazi said the two
countries have made agree-
ments to carry out severa
development projects in-
cluding setting up of power
plant, dam building, rail-
way, pharmaceutica in-
dustry, and gas piping. He
also called for speedy imple-
mentation of the projects.
The two foreign min-
isters discussed tripartite
cooperation between Iran,
Armenia and Greece as well
as tripartite cooperation be-
tween lran, Armenia and
Georgia.
The armenian foreign

Groundis prepared for
expansion of Tehran-Baghdad ties

TEHRAN - Member of
Parliament Ms. Faezeh Ha-
shemi said here Sunday that
common religious and cul-
tural points between the Ira-

Network
of roadsto
grow by
1,000 km

TEHRAN - Minister of
Road and Transportation an-
nounced that the network of
roads in the country is going
to grow by some 1,000 km
by the year end (March 20,
1998).

He further told IRNA
that the road construction
projects in various provinces
would cost the government
Rls 680 billion.

Giving some details on
the projects, Hojjati said that
new lanes would be added to
Tehran-Mashhad road, of
which  the  Neishabour-
Mashhad stretch would be-
come afreeway.

Hojjati also referred to
the ongoing construction of
airports in  Semnan and
Shahroud, adding that the
Shahroud airport would be
inaugurated in the near fu-
ture.
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nians and Iragis lay the foun-
dation for expansion of Teh-
ran-Baghdad relations.

She made the remark in a
meeting with the Iragi
Charge d’ Affaires to Tehran
Salah Nouri  al-Samarmad,
IRNA reported.

Ms. Hashemi who is also
head of Mudim Women's
Sports  Solidarity Council
added that the Islamic Re-
public’s sports policy is pro-
moting global peace and un-
derstanding among nations.

She said that the two
countries, through exchange
of experience, will make out-
standing achievements in the
area of women's politica
and social activities.

Referring to the U.S.
sanctions imposed on Irag,
Al-Samarmad criticized
Washington's policies
against Islamic countries.

The Iragi diplomat in-
vited Ms. Hashemi to visit
Baghdad within the frame-
work of bilateral sports
cooperation.

minister arrived here Mon-
day on atwo day officid vis-
it.

Upon arriving at Teh-
ran’s Mehrabad International
Airport, he said “we regard
the Islamic Republic of Iran
as an important country in
the region which, given its
politicadl and economic ca
pabilities, can play a crucia
role in the regiona develop-
ments.”

Describing Tehran-
Yerevan relations as “ex-
cellent”, Oskanyan said that
he will discuss with his Ira-
nian counterpart, the tri-
partite cooperation between
Tehran, Athens and Yere-
van.

Responding to question
on the latest developmentsin
Karabakh, the Armenian for-
eign minister said, “un-
fortunately it is more than
two years that the nego-
tiations on the disputed en-
clave have stalled and we
think that the reason for this
is the pre-conditions set by
Azerbaijan for negotiations.”

He reiterated that Ar-
menia is ready to begin ne-
gotiations without any pre-
conditions, adding “we are
hopeful that after the next
presidential  elections in
Azerbaijan, some changes
will take place and we can
resume negotiations.”

Welcoming his Ar-
menian counterpart at the
airport, Kharrazi said, “Ar-
menia is an important neigh-
bor and our priority is to ex-
pand relations with our
neighbors.”

“We like to help resolve
the crises in the region and
to strengthen peace in the re-
gion, and this holds true for
the Caucasus,” the Iranian
foreign minister added.

“We will once again de-
clare our readiness to assist
in resolving the Karabakh
crisis in our talks with the
Armenian foreign minister,”
Kharrazi said.

He further said “coop-
eration between lIran, Ar-
menia and Greece is an im-
portant means by which we
can achieve peace and secur-
ity in theregion.”
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