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EARTHQUAKE ENGINEERING
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Head of Civil Aviation dies

In plane crash

RASHT, Gilan

in northern Iran. It crashed immediately after take off.

The area was cordoned off by police and a team of investigators left for

the area.

Khatami:

- The head of Iran’s Civil Aviation Organization, Ali | N
Shahcheraghi, died when his single-engine plane crashed near Rasht airport
Wednesday morning. The pilot of the plane was aso killed in the incident
which occurred due to heavy fog.

Shahcheraghi was to join the Minister of Road and Transport, Mahmoud
Hojati in Ardebil. The plane, which took off from Tehran, refueled in Rasht
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Britain, Iran explore grounds for

Dialog, most rational way
to create peace, stability

TEHRAN - President
Mohammad Khatami here
Tuesday considered dialog
as the most rational way to
remove tension and crisis
and to forge peace and sta-
bility in the region.

The president told the
visiting Armenian Foreign
Minister, Vartan Oskanyan,
that the dialog should nat-
urally be based on mutual
respect and resolve of the
regional countries on non-

interference in one an-
other’'s domestic affairs,
IRNA reported.

Stressing the need for
restoration of peace and sta-
bility to Central Asia and
Caucasia, Khatami said,
“there are those who do not
like to see region in peace
and stability and from my
point of view they want to
covet this region and the
newly-independent states.”

The president added that
no force except those of the
region are fit to be present
in the region.

Khatami referred to the
Zionist regime’'s influence
in the region as a cause of
concern for the Islamic Re-
public. He added that Iran
who is a staunch opponent
of the Zionist regime due to
its domination seeking ten-

dencies and hostile attitude,
will never tolerate in-
fluence and domination of
Zionists in the region.

Stressing friendly re-
lations between Iran and
Armenia, the president said
such relations are needed in
the course of development
and progress.

Turning to deep and
strong relations between
the Iranians and Armenians
and friendly ties between
the two countries, he
voiced lran’s readiness to
boost Tehran-Yerevan re-
lations and establish coop-
eration in bilateral and re-
gional level.

Oskanyan, who arrived
here Monday on a 2-day
visit, supported Iran’s pol-
icies vis-a-vis disputes in
Caucasia, saying Iran plays
avery important rolein res-
toration of peace and stabil-
ity to the region.

The Armenian minister
also called for promotion of
Tehran-Y erevan relations.

Meanwhile, Foreign
Minister Kamal Kharrazi in
second round of his talks
with his Armenian counter-
part on Tuesday said that
security and stability in the
regionisa suitable ground
for regional development.

Britain.

products.

BIPC to increase
petrochemical
products this year

TEHRAN - Bandar Imam Petrochemical Complex
(BIPC) is expected to produce 4,430,000 tons of pet-
rochemical products this year to achieve a six percent in-
crease over itslast year's output.

Chairman of the board of directors and Managing Di-
rector of Bandar Imam Joint Stock Company Abbas
She'ri-Mogaddam told IRNA here on Tuesday that the
NF unit of BIPC received I1SO (International Standard
Organization) 9002 certificate from the SGC company of

She'ri-Mogaddam said the NF unit produced half of
products which can be sold by BIPC.

A mgjor portion of the products, especialy liquid gas
and pentane plus, are exported, he added.

The Iranian official said the complex is expected to
export as many as 2.2 million tons of its products by the
year end on March 20, 1999.

The complex, the largest in the Middle East, managed
to achieve 99 percent of its goals by producing 1,896,000
tons of petrochemical products in the first five months of
the year (March 21-August 22), he added.

He said that 236,000 tons of the BIPC' s products were
offered to domestic markets between March 21 and Au-
gust 22 and 969,000 tons to markets abroad.

BIPC produced a total of 4.3 million tons of products
last year, he said, adding that the complex earned RIs 706
billion in the first five months of the year from sale of its

The complex sets aside a major portion of its earnings
to repay its domestic and foreign debts amounting to DIrs
50 million, he said, adding that the |ast installment of for-
eign debtsisto be paid by September 1999.

Namibian president:

He said that Tehran is
ready to have multi-faceted
cooperation with Yerevan,
Baku and Thilisi in the ar-
eas of anti-narcotics cam-
paign and health.

The two sides discussed
major regional issues, in-
cluding latest developments
in the Caucasus and Kar-
abakh crisis.

Stressing the im-
portance of peace and sta-
bility in the region, Khar-
razi said that Iran’s
principled policy is based
on helping settlement of re-
gional crises.

Oskanyan briefed Khar-
razi on latest developments
in Karabakh and the stance
taken by his country vis-a-
vis the issue, saying that
restoration of peace and se-
curity in the region is
among main goals of Ar-
menia.

He stressed the im-
portance of regional coop-
eration with an aim to help
restore tranquility and sta-
bility in the region.

He said that his country
is interested in having mul-
tilateral  cooperation with
Iran, Georgia and Azer-
baijan in the region in the
areas of anti-narcotics cam-
paign and health.

Oskanyan said at the
end of his two-day visit to
Tehran on Tuesday that ec-
onomic relations between
Iran and Armenia would be
promoted in light of uti-
lizing the existing potential.

Tehran-Yerevan  ties,
the joint venture projects,
including rebuilding of Ira-
nian and Armenian roads
and laying of the pipelines
for transfer of Iranian nat-
ural gas to Armenia, and
the commercia tariffs were
among topics discussed in
his talks with Iranian of-
ficials.

Oskanyan said that Ira-
nian, Greek and Armenian
foreign ministers are to ex-
plore ways of having tri-
lateral cooperation in a
meeting in Tehran on Sep-
tember 7.

axpansion of bilateral trade

TEHRAN - The deputy head for international affairs of
the Chamber of Commerce, Industries and Mines Freydoon
Entezari in a meeting with a high ranking British economic
delegation explored ways of expansion of trade between the

two countries.

Stating that the British companies showed great interest in
the conference on oil and gas held in London as well as the
Iranian exhibition, Entezari called on British government to
create the political atmosphere conducive to expansion of bi-
lateral commercia relations, IRNA reported.

The public relations department of the Chamber of Com-
merce quoted Entezari as saying that the British imports from
Iran have been reduced dramatically in the current year com-

pared to the years before.

He added that the reduction is mainly due to the fact that
Britain stopped importing Iranian oil this year whereas in the
recent years, it imported 80 percent of its oil needs from Iran.

Stating that Britain offers good market for Iranian goods,
Entezari said that the Iranian exporters should acquire the
knowledge of export and prepare themselves for competition

in British market.

He further pointed to Britain meeting most of its food and
agricultural needs through imports and expressed the hope
that due to Iran’s relatively low usage of chemicals in farm-
ing, Iran’s agricultural produce will find a good market in
Britain. The meeting of the Iranian official with the British ec-
onomic delegation was held in Tehran on Sunday.

Promising prospects for Tehran-Havana

economic cooperation

TEHRAN - Cuban Minister of Investment and Economic Cooperation
Ibrahim Ferrabaz Garcia, and the outgoing Iranian Ambassador, Masood
Edrisi, Tuesday discussed promotion of Tehran-Havana economic ties.

Edrisi considered the forthcoming Iran-Cuba joint commission as a an
indication of promotion of Tehran-Havanatiesin the recent years.

Garcia, welcoming the holding of the Iran-Cuba joint commission,
termed as promising prospects for promotion of Tehran-Havana economic

Tokyo welcomes promotion
of relations with Tehran

TEHRAN - The visiting
Japanese Deputy  Foreign
Minister Minoru Tamba said
here Tuesday that Tokyo
welcomes great develop-
ments in Iran following the
election of President Mo-
hammad Khatami.

Making the remark in a
meeting with Foreign Min-
ister Kamal Kharrazi, he ex-
pressed the hope that Teh-

ran-Tokyo relations  will
further expand in future,
IRNA reported.

Tamba extended an in-
vitation from Japanese For-
eign Minister Masahiko Ko-
mura to Kharrazi to visit
Tokyo.

He also voiced Komura's
interest in exchanging views
with his Iranian counterpart
on the sidelines of the U.N.
General Assembly session.

Turning to the critical
situation in Afghanistan, the

tion, Assadollah Lajevardi.
ism by the MKO,”

he said.

terrorism.

without its authority.

“We condemn this latest act of terror-
a Foreign Office
spokesman said. “Terrorism is not way to
solve any of the problems in the region,”

The condemnation comes amid govern-
ment moves to curb the activities of the
MKO in the UK. Foreign Office Minister
Derek Fatchett said in an interview with
IRNA last month that Britain “will take ac-
tion” against MK O front groups supporting

Within days, the Charity Commission
froze the bank accounts of a front group
registered under the name Iran Aid to en-
sure that none of its funds go overseas

The UK government has long rec-
ognized the Irag-based MKO as a terrorist
organization, but in June failed to name the
grouplet when issuing a general condemna-
tion of its bomb attack on a Tehran court,
which killed three civilians.

Britain has also yet to respond to MKO
television broadcasts over a satellite chan-
nel that promotes its campaign of terror

UK condemns MK O assassination of
former prison head

TEHRAN - The British government
Wednesday condemned the anti-lran MKO
terrorist grouplet by name for assassinating
the former head of Iran’s Prisons Organiza-

countries.

terrorism.

“Cooperation in the campaign against
terrorism would be possible when the
Western states especialy European Union
member countries display their seriousness
in dealing with the terrorist Mojahedin
Khalg Organization and its sympathizersin
their countries,” IRNA quoted Kharrazi as

saying.

against Iran’s elected government.

In another development, Iranian For-
eign Minister Kamal Kharrazi called on the
Western and European governments to se-
riously stop the activity of terrorist Mo-
jahedin Khalq Organization (MKO) in their

Kharrazi said Tehran expects the West-
ern and European governments to show
their goodwill and seriousness in campaign
against terrorism by stopping the MKO
from taking advantage of the facilities in
those countries for their terrorist objectives.

Hesaid Iran welcomes any cooperation
with Europe and the Western states to fight

He said it is regrettable that the U.S.
and the European states have allowed the
terrorist group to set up representative of-
fices in those countries and raise funds to
finance their terrorist operations and launch
political activities under different names.

Foreign exchange allocations to support

TEHRAN - Dlrs 20 mil-
lion is earmarked to meet
the foreign exchange short-
age, faced by the small in-
dustries, said the In-
dustries Minister,
Gholamreza Shafei.

The minister made the
statement in response to
questions by the in-
dustrialists attending the

salvation of Third World countries possible
only through South-South cooperation

TEHRAN - Namibian
President Samuel Daniel Nu-
joma stated that salvation of
the Third World countries is
possible only through South-
South cooperation.

In ameeting with Iran’s
interim charge d'affaires to
Namibia, Mohammad Tagi
Mohammad Ali, Nujoma
added “we must take ad-

vantage of presented op-
portunities and  through
strengthening our relations
overcome the problems
created for us by the de
veloped countries.”

In the meeting in Wind-
hoek, the two sides ex-
pressed hope that the upward
trend of relations between
the two countries would con-

Australia pleased with expanded
Tehran-Canberra cooperation

TEHRAN - Iranian Am-
bassador to Australia Mo-
hammad Rouhi-Sefat on
Tuesday met and conferred
with the Australian Deputy
Prime Minister and Min-
ister for Trade, Tim Fis-
cher.

In the meeting in Can-
berra, Fischer expressed
pleasure with Iran-
Australia increased coop-
eration during the term of
President Mohammad Kha-
tami, adding “the activities
of some Australian com-
panies specially the B.H.P
in the mines, oil and gas
sector has experienced a
significant growth during
the period,” IRNA re
ported.The Australian of-
ficial further expressed
willingness to visit Tehran
in the near future.

The two sides also dis-
cussed the latest inter-
national developments spe-

cially the issue of captive
Iranians in Afghanistan.

Rouhi-Sefat was con-
cluding his mission to Can-
berra.

tinuein the future.

The Namibian president
further referred to the up-
coming summit of the Non-
Aligned Movement in South
Affrica, adding “I hope that
the summit would adopt ma-
jor decisions on cooperation
and unity amongst third
world countries.”

He further expressed
concern about the Tdiban's
inhumane measure of taking
Iranian diplomats, IRNA
correspondent, truck drivers
and ad workers captive in
the city of Mazar-i Sharif.

The two sides also dis-
cussed the developments in
Angola, the Democratic Re-
public of Congo, Irag and
Afghanistan.

Firgt phase of combined cycle
power plant operationa in Khoy

TEHRAN - the first phase of the combined cycle power
plant in the city of Khoy, West Azarbaijan Province, was put
into operational in the presence of Energy Minister Hab-
ibollah Bitaraf on the second day of the Government Week
(August 24-31). The power plant, with a capacity of 250 meg-
awatts, has been built at a cost of RIs 30 billion plus DIrs 65
million in a period of three years. The commissioning of the
unit would led to decrease in drop of voltage in the north-
western parts of the country in addition to making it possible
to export power to neighboring countries. The second phase
of the power plant includes a 100 megawatt steam power sta-
tion which will become operational in the next four years. Bi-
taraf put the total capacity of Iranian power plants at 25,000
megawatts, which is amost equal to domestic power con-
sumption. Operations are underway to build a 5,200 megawatt
thermal power plant and an 8,000 megawatt hydro-electric

power station.

inauguration ceremony of
Estahban cement factory
in Fars Province inquiring
about the reasons behind
shortage of foreign ex-
change to import spare
parts.

Welcoming the Es-
tahban cement factory’'s
management readiness in
implementing similar pro-

Alrplanetire
production
plant
kicks off
operation

TEHRAN - An air-
plane tire production fa-
cility was inaugurated in
the defense industria
complex of Doroud, in
Lorestan Province west
of Iran, on Tuesday in
presence of the Minister
of Defense, Ali Shamk-
hani.

The plant, the first of
itskind in Iran, has a ca
pacity to annualy pro-
duce 80,000 tires for pas-
senger airplanes as well
as fighter jets, an in-
formed  source told
IRNA. He further added
that the plant is the first
producer of arplane
tires in the Middle East
and ranks  seventh
amongst its likes in the
world.  The high-tech
plant would address
Iran’s needs for airplane
tire, and thus saves the
country some Dirs five
million in foreign ex-
change on annual basis,
the source said.

small industrial units

jects, Shafei said, “since
cement is a key product in
rebuilding the country, the
Industries Ministry sup-
ports this sort of project
by domestic en-
trepreneurs.” He also sug-
gested that investors who
want to establish new fac-
tories use domestic facil-
ities.

The director general of
Estaban cement factory
Abdolmajid  Jalali-Pour
added, if sufficient for-
eign exchange for import
of spare parts is supplied
to the plant, the factory is
able to produce 1,000
tons of cement by the end

of the current Iranian
year, March 21.
He also said that

27,000 cubic meters of
concrete has been used to
build the production line.
He added that the total
amount of machinery in-
stalled equals 3,000 tons,
more than 75 percent of
which is manufactured
domestically and the rest
imported.

He further said, the im-
plementation of the project
by the private sector has
resulted in large savings
both in rial and foreign ex-
change components of the
costs.

Jalali-Pour said that
complete installation and
operations of the project
have been carried out by
domestic experts and for
the first time in the coun-
try, the design and in-
stallation of the electrical
system and production line
control system, have been
done by the domestic ex-
perts. These, he added, are
further reasons for the cost
savings.

TEHRAN - An lIranian
economic delegation, con-
sisting of representatives
from the ministries of hous-
ing and urban development,
economy and finance, roads

Iran t0 hos_t conference
on Siherian cranes

TEHRAN - Iran’s Environment Protection Organization
(EPO) with the cooperation of the international convention on
wild migrant species will organize a conference on the status
of Siberian cranes in mid-autumn this year.

Dr. Bahram Hassanzadeh Kiabi, director general of the de-
partment of wildlife and aquatics at EPO, said the Siberian
crane, alarge 1.5 meter high white bird with red beak, has dis-

tinct characteristics of its own.

The migrant bird flies to Asian countries, including Iran,
India and China and through its journey passes through Azer-
baijan, Turkmenistan, Kazakhstan, Afghanistan and Pakistan.

Ornithologists and researchers believe that the migrant
bird with a slow reproduction, is subject to environmental
changes which are worth being studied given the importance
of this species. He said that representative of the nine coun-
tries en route the migration of the Siberian crane will gather in
the Caspian city of Ramsar, northern Iran, to study the status

of the bird and ways to protect it.
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Japanese diplomat conveyed
his government’'s concern
over the fate of kidnapped
Iranian diplomats in Af-
ghanistan by Taliban.
Stressing that Taliban's
move is in violation of inter-
national laws, he expressed
the hope that the Iranian cap-
tives will soon be rel eased.
The Iranian minister said

that exchange of visits be-
tween the two countries of-
ficialswill lead to further ex-

pansion of bilateral
relations.
Referring to  Tehran-

Tokyo economic and trade
cooperation, he hoped that in
the light of great potential in
both countries bilateral ties
will grow stronger.

Iran draws good
response for ail,
gas projects

TEHRAN - More than
70 foreign energy firms have
shown interest in lran's
“buy-back” oil and gas pro-
jects, a Nationa Iranian Qil
Company (NIOC) officid
told the Reuters.

“The foreign companies
response to the offer of our
buy-back projects has been
excellent,” the NIOC official
said.

NIOC last month formal-
ly presented 43 oil and gas
projects worth more than
DIrs 5 billion to international
firms,  representing the
biggest investment  op-
portunity in the Islamic Re-
public since the 1979 revolu-
tion.

The United States, seek-
ing to deny lran investment
in its crucial energy sector,
passed the Iran-Libya sanc-
tions act (ILSA) in 1996
which threatened sanctions
against foreign firms that in-
vest more than Dlrs 20 mil-
lion ayearin Iran.

French, Russian, Ma
laysian, Canadian and Brit-
ish firms are committed to
carry out oil and gas projects
in Iran despite ILSA.

“More than 70 inter-

national oil and gas com-
panies have sent us the re-
quired forms and these in-
clude majors, independents
and other integrated large
companies,” the NIOC of-
ficial, speaking from Tehran,
said.

“As planned, NIOC is
going to invite these com-
panies (to Iran) starting Sep-
tember 1 in order to receive
tender documents and re-
lated data so that they would
be able to forward their
bids,” Reuters quoted the of -
ficial as saying.

Companies would then
be told the deadline for sub-
mitting their proposals on
separate projects.

With oil prices at their
lowest in 10 years, NIOC is
keen to attract foreign in-
vestment to protect the coun-
try’s future earning. Oil ac-
counts for 80 percent of hard
currency earnings.

Firms will be invited to
participate in Iran under the
so-caled *“buy-back” for-
mula which alows firms to
receive payment for their
work through the oil and gas
produced at the field.

j&@ﬁk@_ a
Majlis ready to help Govt
realiZe economic recovery plan

TEHRAN - Majlis (Par-
liament) Speaker Ali Akbar
Nateq Nouri here Tuesday
voiced readiness of the leg-
islative body to help the gov-
ernment to realize its ec-
onomic rehabilitation plan.

Speaking a the parlia
ment  open session, the
speaker congratulated all of-
ficials on the occasion of the
government week (August
24-30) and hailed govern-
ments which served after
Martyr Mohammad Ali Ra-
jaei, IRNA reported.

Underlining the specia
circumstances prevailing at
President Khatami’'s ad-
ministration, Nateq Nouri
said despite the situation in
Afghanistan, the Persian
Gulf and Iraqg, at present Iran
is the safest and most stable

and transport and foreign af-
fairs, arrived in Beirut on
Monday.

The delegation is headed
by Hassan Tizmagz, the ad-
visor to the housing and ur-
ban development minister,
IRNA reported.  Sources
close to Iranian embassy in
Beirut announced that the
visit follows a visit to Leb-
anon of lranian Housing and
Urban Development Min-
ister Ali Abdoldizadeh a
few months ago.

During its three-day stay
in Lebanon, the Iranian del-
egation is to hold talks with

country in the region.

Refuting misinformation
on the attitude of the parlia-
ment towards the govern-
ment, the speaker said
grounds should not be pre-
pared to please the enemy.

Underlining the need for
convergence among the par-
liament, the government and
the judiciary, Nateq Nouri
said all should become unit-
ed and avoid making re-
marks which will create ten-
sion. He said unity among all
government branches and or-
ganizations will be a bliss
which is a much needed ele-
ment in the society. This, he
added will encourage the
people to take greater inter-
est in the forthcoming elec-
tions of the Assembly of Ex-
perts.

A0V Celegeton n Beiutfo econamic ks

Lebanese officials on ways
of promoting bilateral ec-
onomic and commercial ties.

Resumption of flights be-
tween Tehran and Beirut
would be among issues to
be discussed by Iranian and
Lebanese officials at their
meeting.

The Iranian delegation is
also to hold talks with Leb-
anese  Minister of State for
Transport Omar Miskawi,
Minister of Economy  and
Trade Fuad Siniora and pres-
ident of the Chamber of
Commerce and  Industry
Jacques Sarraf.
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