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EARTHQUAKE ENGINEERING
STRENGTHENING & RETROFITTING:

* Wood Frame Houses
* Apartment Buildings
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* Building Code Consulting

* Compliance with Building Dept. Viola
tion Orders

* Conditional Use Permit

* Subdivisions, Variances. Zone Changes

* Representation in Public Hearings
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Moyal & Moyal, North American Center

8 Finch Ave. West, Toronto, Ontario MZN 6L 1 Canada

Tel: (416) 733 - 0330

Fax: (416) 250 - 1818
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Greek agriculture minister

Invited to visit Iran ETTELA’ AT

TEHRAN - The Ambassador of the Islamic Republic of Iran to Athens,

Mehdi Khandagabadi, Wednesday met Greek Agriculture Minister Stefanos ! N T = R N A T ! O N A L
Tzoumakas and handed him an invitation by Iran’'s agriculture minister to
pay an official visit to Tehran.

Tzoumakas accepted the invitation and said he was looking forward to
hold talks with Iranian officials during his visit to Tehran before the end of
this year, an Iranian embassy sourcetold IRNA in Athens..

Khandagabadi and Tzoumakas during the meeting explored the possibil-
ities of Greek-Iranian cooperation in the agriculture sector.

FUST0

299 films attended Intl. festivals,
26 awarded last year

TEHRAN - Some 299 Iranian feature and short films were among entries
in international film festivalsin the past Iranian year (March 21, 1997-March
20, 1998), said Farabi Cinematic Foundation Wednesday.

In a report on the occasion of the government week (August 24-30), the
foundation added that Iranian films received 26 international awards.

Meanwhile, 539 16-35 mm films were produced by the cinematic affairs
department of the Culture and Islamic Guidance Ministry last year.

The department also captioned over 30 English, Portuguese and Spanish
films while 35 long and short films were montaged over the period.
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Japanese official:

Jan seeks expangion

o Snctions walve

TEHRAN - Next week’'s
EU-U.S. ministerial meeting
in  Vienna is to discuss
progress on last May's
agreement by  President
Clinton to grant waivers to

European companies in-
vesting in lran's oil in-
dustry, according to the
agenda.

The Austrian presidency
of the European Union said
that talks between U.S. Sec-
retary of State Madeleine
Albright and Foreign Min-
ister Wolfgang Schussel
would focus on decisions
made at the last EU summit
in London four months ago,
IRNA reported from Lon-
don. These will include the
“state of implementation of
the compromise achieved in
London over U.S. sanction

Kharraz:

threats against European
companies engaged in Cuba,
Libya and Iran,” it said in a
statement released on the In-
ternet.

The meeting is being
held within the framework of
the transatlantic dialogue,
concerning stimulating trade.
Other topics include political
cooperation regarding the
situation in Russia, the Ko-
sovo crisis, Cyprus and the
fight against terrorism.

Also attending the meet-
ing isthe EU Trade Minister,
Sir Leon Brittan, who led
more than two years of nego-
tiations that led to the U.S.
lifting its sanctions threat
against a consortium, headed
by Tota of France, de
veloping Iran's South Pars
gasfield.

No talkswith Taliban
aslong asit denies
kidnapping Iranians

TEHRAN - No talks will
be held with the Taliban as
long as they deny kid-
napping 11 lranian dip-
lomats and a journalist, said
Foreign Minister Kama
Kharrazi.

In an interview with the
English daily ‘Iran News
published Wednesday, Khar-
razi added “there is no point
in holding discussions at this
time, but we will talk to
them only when the Taliban

clarify their position re-
garding the Iranian hos
tages.”

On the visit of Pakistani
Minister of State for Foreign
Affars, Kharrazi said “we
have asked for clear answers
from the Pakistanis.”

However, the Taliban
have broken their commit-
ments and have attacked the
Iranian consulate in Mazar-i
Sharif which is an attack on
Iranian territory.”

He stressed, “ Taliban has
violated international laws
and Pakistan which, based
on the statements made by
the Islamic militia has prom-
ised certain things to Iran,
must give us clear answers

ranwi

regarding the lIranian dip-
lomats held hostage by the
Taliban.”

He added that Iran wish-
es to cooperate with al re-
gional countries to resolve
the Afghan crisis.

Kharrazi referred to the
wrong interpretation  that
Tehran's developing ties
with one European country
is amed at the replacement
of another and added, “polit-
ical ties are a prerequisite for
economic ties and therefore,
we want to promote econom-
ic ties with those countries
with which we have no polit-
ical problem.”

Rafsanjani:

TEHRAN - President
Mohammad Khatami here
on Tuesday said that gov-
ernment receives its author-
ity from people and it
should use the authority to
protect people's rights and
to help them lead an hon-
orablelife.

The president made the
remark in a ceremony to
honor government’'s — ex-
emplary employees. The
ceremony was part of the
week-long Martyr  Rgjaie
festival, named after the late
Iranian president who was
martyred in a bombing by
the MKO terrorist organiza-
tion on August 30, 1981,
IRNA reported.

Khatami spoke about the
historical estrangement of
governments from their peo-
ple, stating that to prevent
such separation govern-
ments should always note
that they are supposed to
safeguard people’s rights
and that people have the
right to question their gov-
ernment on how it's ex-
ercising its authority.

Touching on the recent
terrorist attacks in Tehran,
the head of the Supreme
National Security Council
said “through such acts, the
frustrated enemies of our
nation aim to take the vi-
brancy out of the society.

“By portraying the so-
ciety as insecure, they want
to say that the government
is separated from the people
and then present themselves
as the savior of the people.

“Those who have noth-
ing to say and selfishly con-
sider themselves as guar-
dians of the people, always
speak with guns.”

The former head of the
Prisons  Organization  of
Iran, Assadollah Lagevardi,
was assassinated last Sun-
day in his business outlet in
an MKO terrorist operation.
Two bystanders were also

OVETITEN: Inseparanie

gunned down by the terror-
ists.

The president went on
warning that any move to
separate people from their
government and to dis
hearten them is detrimental
to the national interest

Speaking on the in-
efficiency of the govern-
ment’s administrative sys-
tem, Khatami said that the
cure is to make changes to
government regulations,
adding “a considerable part
of the inadequacies is
caused by the organizational
shortcomings and certainly
not due to a fault of the
hard-working employees.”

On the recently pre-
sented economic re-
habilitation plan, the pres-
ident said “the government
should not be expected to
cure the chronic economic
illsin a short period of time.

“Solution to those ills

require people’s support
and participation and a na-
tional resolve.”

Khatami expressed hope
that the Third Development
Plan coupled with the just-
presented economic  re-
habilitation plan would
bring about a change in the
economic management of
the country with tangible
results.

Honoring the group of
exemplary employees, the
president said that the gov-
ernment owes its ac-
complishments to the hard
work by its employees
across the country.

The chief executive
went on to answer ran-
domly selected questions
submitted by the employees
present at the ceremony.

One of the attendees
had expressed concern
about publication of articles
in the press which he had

reported from Beirut.

said.

Iran, Lebanon ink draft
agreementsto expand
mutual cooperation

TEHRAN - An Iranian economic delegation visiting
Beirut on Wednesday signed some draft agreements on
mutual cooperation with Lebanese officials.

The advisor to the housing and urban development
minister, Hassan Tizmagz who is leading the delegation,
said that the delegation has studied ways to further ex-
pand mutual cooperation with Lebanese officials, IRNA

The two sides signed a draft agreement on aviation
cooperation between Tehran and Beirut as well as elim-
ination of double taxation in their trade transactions, he

Another draft agreement to cover economic and cul-
tural cooperation was also inked in the meeting, Tizmagz
said. The Iranian official also described Wednesday's
meeting with Lebanese Minister of State for Transport
Omar Miskawi, Minister of Economy and Trade Fuad
Siniora and president of the Chamber of Commerce and
Industry Jacques Sarraf as positive.

The Iranian delegation which arrived in Beirut on
Sunday night left Lebanon for Syria on Wednesday .

Armed for ces, one of most
popular strata in society

TEHRAN - Head of the
Expediency Council Akbar
Hashemi Rafsanjani
Wednesday said the Iranian
armed forces are one of the
most popular stratain the so-
ciety.

ingtoexport engineering

SVI0esto Azerbajjan

TEHRAN -

Iran’s Ambassador to Baku Alireza Bigdeli in a

meeting in Baku on Wednesday with Azeri Prime Minister Ar-
tur Rasi-Zade underlined the need to implement political and ec-
onomic agreements signed by the two countries.

According to press section of the Iranian embassy in Baku,
in the meeting, Bigdeli described as “positive” the outcome of
recent visit by Iranian Foreign Minister Kamal Kharrazi to Baku
and suggested that political and economic accords signed by the
two countries be implemented, IRNA reported from Baku.

The two sides a so exchanged views on determination of the
Caspian Sea legal regime, transfer of gas and oil, and export of
services to the Republic of Azerbaijan by Iranian companies.

Enumerating Iranian companies capabilities in rendering
technical and engineering services, the Iranian ambassador
called for provision of suitable conditions for Iranian companies
to actively participate in international tenders announced by

Azerbaijan.

The Azeri prime minister in reply referred to the economic
conditions prevailing in the region and called for promotion of
cooperation between the two countries.

Expressing satisfaction with extensive participation of the
Iranian companies in Azerbaijan, Rasi Zade expressed hope to

visit Tehran in the future.

|ranian envoy bidsfarewell to
Cypriot president

TEHRAN - Iranian Charge
d'Affares to Nicosa on
Wednesday met and conferred
with the Cypriot President, Glav-
kos Klerides In the mesting a
the conclusion of his misson to
Cyprus, Farazi touched on the
Iranian president’s initiative of
‘didog amonggt civilizations,
adding “the double standard ex-
ercised by the big powers in
dedling with theissuesrdating to
the Third World countriesis part-
ly responsible for prolonging ten-
sons” IRNA reported.

The Iranian diplomat caled
for expangon of Iran-Cyprusties
specidly their bilaterd trade and
commercid reations The Cy-
priot presdent expressed satis
faction with the upward trend of
Iran-Cyprus ties, adding that the
Idamic Republic has a specid
place in the Cypriot foreign pol-
icy. Klerides expressed hope to

discuss the two countries re-
lations with the Iranian president
on the dddlines of the upcoming
summit  of the Non-Aligned
Movement in South Africaor in
New York on the sddines of
the U.N. Generd Assembly next
month.

Speaking at the inaugural
ceremony of the scientific,
cultural and sport congress
of children of the air force
personnel, Rafsanjani said
achievements gained in the
course of the sacred defence
(1980-88 Irag-Iran war) and
the country’s security is
owed to the bravery of the
armed forces, air force in
particular, IRNA reported.

He said the state-of-the-
art in the Iranian air force

was highly commendable in
terms of expertise, equip-
ment and skilled personnel,
reiterating the significant
role that the air force played
in the scared defence.

Underlining the status of
the youth in the society, he
said that young people are
the most valuable assets
whose intellectual and spir-
itual development demanded
sound cultural, sports and ar-
tistic planning.

Iran’s commercial fleet
to be modernized

i

TEHRAN - As a part of
modernization and develop-
ment plans of the country’s
commercial fleet, the |slam-
ic Republic Shipping Line
(IRSL) has ordered 27 new
vessels, worth DlIrs 750
million, of which two have
already joined the fleet.

According to a report
released on the occasion of
the government week (Au-
gust 24-30), the IRSL is to
receive 10 multi-purpose
vessels from South Korea
and five others from China,

al of which will be de
livered to Iran by 2000.

Apart from foreign pur-
chases, the organization has
ordered building of six
vessels to Sadra Inter-
national Company, four oil
tankers to Sadra-Negar and
two more to Arvandan-e
Iran.

Some 17 of the multi-
purpose ships each has a
22,000 tons capacity, four
73,000 ton and two pas-
senger ships with 234 seats,
the report said.

Minister callsfor expansion of cultural associations

TEHRAN - Minister of
Culture and Islamic Guidance
Ataollah  Mohgjerani, has
called for expansion of cul-
ture and arts associations.

He told the senior of-
ficials of the ministry that 300
culture and arts associations
were granted license in the
last Iranian year (ended
March 20, 1998). This, he
said, will help promote cul-
tural and artistic activities.

Due to the emphasis laid
on cultural issues by Pres-
ident Mohammad Khatami in
his election campaign, peo-
ple, artists, thinkers and those
involved in cultura activities
in particular, have more ex-
pectations from the present
administration, |IRNA re
ported. Meanwhile, in a gath-
ering of cinematographers,
Mohajerani said that more
movie theaters should be built

in the country.

He said that the ministry
has given top priority to com-
pletion of under construction
cultural and artistic centers.

Unlike security or foreign
policy issues, the govern-
ment’s involvement in activ-
ities pertaining to cinema,
books, press and other cul-
tural and artistic affairs must
be minimal, the minister add-
ed.

Ausraliacallsfor

TEHRAN - Austraian
Ambassador here, Stuart
Hume, on Wednesday called
for expansion of Tehran-
Canberra sport  relations
prior to Sydney hosting the
Olympic and Paralympic
games in 2000.

Meeting with  Vice
President and head of the
Physical Education Organiza-

rantoapply CNSATM, ADSand saelitein

TEHRAN - Iran’s Civil
Aviation Organization is to
equip the country’s airspace
with the most modern avia-
tion equipment, including ra-
dar system, automatic de-
pendent surveillance (ADS)
and satellite communication
within  CNS-ATM  (com-
munication navigation sur-
veillance air traffic man-
agement), said head of the

organization Ali  Shah-
cheraghi.

In an interview with the
English  dailly ‘Tehran

Times published Wednes-
day, Shahcheraghi who died
in a plane crash on Wednes-
day, added that the related
contracts have been signed
with Tampson company of
France. The projects are par
of the organization's macro
plans for modernization of
the aviation and communica-
tion equipment, he added.

Another giant project
with the macro plan is the
equipment of airspace with
radar system. 10 radar sites
in addition to the six existing
ones have been predicted to
cover country’s corridors
and terminals under a Dlrs
80 million contract signed
with the French company,
Tampson.

All information received
by these radars will gather in
two control centers, he said
adding that contracts have
been signed and operations
are underway to install the
radars.

He said that the control
centers have also been pre-
dicted along with 10 radar

caled as harmful to the na-
tional unity.

In response, Khatami
defended the rights of peo-
ple to express themselves
and to criticize within the
framework of the law, add-
ing “I don't believe that di-
versity of opinions and de-
bates harm the society and
its unity; instead, prev-
alence of the law in the so-
ciety guarantees its unity.”

Responding to another
concern expressed about
“voids in the Islamic ambi-
ence in government agen-
cies,” Khatami said “we
cannot expect all people in
the society to be equals in
adhering to the Islamic
norms, such a society is
non-existent.”

962 exemplary em-
ployees, including 125
women, from the three-
million strong corps of gov-
ernment employees through-
out the country were at-
tending the ceremony.

44 of the employees rep-
resenting the group received
plagues of honor from the

president.

New York.

He said,

governmentsin Tokyo.”

of fieswith

TEHRAN - Lauding the position of President Mo-
hammad Khatami’s government in the international are-
na, the visiting Japanese Deputy Foreign Minister, Mi-
nora Tamba, said Wednesday,
between Iran and the rest of the world will aso help to
expand Tehran-Tokyo ties.”

Speaking to the IRNA on the sixth gathering of Iran-
Japan deputy foreign ministers, Tamba who isin Tehran
for talks with Iranian officials, said that the goal of these
discussionsisforging closer understanding.

He added that given the cordia atmosphere that ex-
ists between the two nations, the Iranian Foreign Minister
Kamal Kharrazi will visit Japan in November at the in-
vitation of his Japanese counterpart.

The Japanese deputy foreign minister also remarked
that foreign ministers of the two countries will meet on
the sidelines of the upcoming U.N. General Assembly in

Referring to the recent trip to Tehran of members of
the Japanese economic association, Tamba reiterated the
friendly relations that exist between the two peoples of
Iran and Japan and added that the Japanese businessmen
favor expansion of Tehran-Tokyo relations.

“the members of the visiting Japanese del-
egation, have realized that the atmosphere for investment
hasimproved in Iran and thisis very important.”

Tamba further added that Tokyo's principa foreign
policy isto expand and strengthen ties with Iran and said,
“Japanese policy on Iran will not alter with changes in

Describing the expansion of bilateral ties during the
previous year as “positive”, he said that Iran-Japan re-
lations have taken a big step forward in the period.”

“the strength of relations

Persian Gulf returning to
center of world oil industry

TEHRAN - The wide
spread reopening of up-
stream activities in the Per-
san Gulf to the private
sector is set to become the
‘grand theme' in the world
oil market during the coming
decade, a new oil report pre-
dicts. Dresdner Kleinwort
Benson research said that
key openings are being led
by Iran and will return the
Persian Gulf to its “rightful
position at the center of the
world oil industry” after two
decades of essentially lost

opportunity, IRNA reported
from London.

The result, it said, would
have a substantial long-term
impact on oil prices during
which there would be a ma-
jor redirecting of cashflows
by leading private inter-
national oil and gas com-
panies away from high-cost
areas to low-cost Middle
East opportunities.

Its world report sug-
gested that the biggest los-
ers, during an extended pe-
riod of ail pricesin the lower

Dromotion of port tieswith ran

tion, Mostafa Hashemi-Taba,
the Australian diplomat asked
for Iran's opinion for par-
ticipation in the Sydney
Olympic and Paralympic
games, IRNA reported.
Hashemi-Taba said Iran
considers Australia a fore-
runner in sports fields and is
for expansion of its sport re-
lations with that country in

sites. Contract has become
operational in 1997 and the
import of the materials had
started early this year. At
present operations are under-
way to install the radars, he
said.

Meanwhile, plans are at
hand to equip country’s avia-
tion with satellite com-
munication within  CNS-
ATM which is a global pro-
ject for using satellite to give
services and communication
to the fleet.

Shahcheraghi hoped that
the ADS would become
available by the first half of
the next year to begin May
21.

Regarding aviation fleet,
he said Iran needs to pro-
mote its fleet and airlines
and until 1991, Iran had only
two airlines companies, Iran
Air and Asseman.

Due to the government
policy of privatization, six
new non-lranian airlines
were activated carrying
about 19 percent of the cur-
rent passenger trans-
portation.

Welcoming increase of
airline companies by private
sectors, he stressed that the
organization is ready to as-
sist the applicants who want
to invest in aviation fleet of
the country.

As for the facilities for
private sector to invest in de-
velopment of aviation fleet,
he said, the organization
wants non-governmental air-
lines to invest in aviation
fleet. “We encourage them
and will issue licenses for
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different fields.

He added that Iran is ea
ger to participate in Olympic
and Paraympic games in
Sydney.

The Austrdian am-
bassador also expressed hope
that the Iranian sportswomen
can aso participate in the

Sydney competitions.

them rapidly, of course, ac-
cording to international stan-
dards,” he said.

He aso added that the
company which is registered
in Iran will receive fuel at
government price quite dif-
ferent from that of the inter-
national fuel price.

The government will
also provide them with for-
eign exchange facilities and
airport facilities.

He said at present there
are 46 operational airportsin
the country and al are es
tablished according to inter-
national standards.

Iran faces no problems
regarding airport facilities.
The airport's capacity in
Iran stands at 50 million a
year, of which only 20 mil-
lion are used due to short-
ages in aviation fleet, he
sad.

Iran’s aviation corridors
and terminals at present can
give services to two million
flights annually but due to
airplane  shortage, only
500,000 of the capacity were
used last year ending March
20, 1998.

The number of pas

range of between 13 to 17
dollars per barrel, would be
high-cost non-OPEC de-
velopment.

This was despite the hun-
dreds of billions of dollars
being spent to develop non-
OPEC prospects over the
past two decades when the
Persian Gulf became a large-
ly backwater that cost the in-
dustry dearly in terms of ex-
pansion and devel opment.

The London-based an-
alysts pointed to the revival
being led by Iran’s decision
to open up both its offshore
and on-shore sectors to pri-
vate investment and said it
was “symptomatic of the
dramatic changes that are
taking place in the country
today.”

With regard to con-
flicting views about the lim-
itations of Iran’s buy-back
formula, it believe it would
provide “sufficiently at-
tractive returns to interest
many of the major inter-
national oil companies as
well as medium and smaller-
sizefirms.”

1 1 tI
senger seats have increased
to 11,200 in 1997 from
6,700 seats in 1992, he said
adding that the number of
passengers transported by
the aviation fleet increased
to 10.2 million in 1997 from
3.8 million in 1988.

The number of pas
sengers seats must be in-
creased more than three
times of what is today, he
said adding passenger de-
mands stands at 36 million
and the fleet can supply for
10 million only.

Although the fleet hasin-
creased the number of pas-
senger seats, there are still
more demands for increase,
he added.

Iran fully abides by the
Chicago Convention and car-
ries its aviation activities
within the internationally ac-
cepted frameworks and stan-
dards, he said.

“We will never alow an
aircraft to land or take off
from the airport which lacks
necessary standards,” he
said, adding “we have an
open system observable to

every one.”
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