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Iranian female footballers
officially start training

TEHRAN - Iranian female footballers officially started the first ever
women’s football training course in the Islamic Republic on August 23, the

Women's Sports newsl etter announced in its August/September | ssue. | N

The training sessions are held in Hgjab-2 and Chizar gymnasiums by

provincial women's sports department.

In aninterview with IRNA last May, head of the Physical Education Or-
ganization, Mostafa Hashemi Taba, said that the organization’s department
for women's sports had started expert works on the issue and that if the ex-
perts announced the sport was not harmful for women they can go on playing

football.

There are many football fans among Iranian women.

lran wel comes expansion
of relations with Persan
Gulf countries

TEHRAN- In a response
to a communique issued at
the end of sixty-eighth ses-
sion of the (Persian) Gulf
Cooperation Council
(P)GCC foreign ministers in
Jeddah, Iran’s Foreign Min-
istry spokesman Mahmoud
Mohammadi here Saturday
expressed delight over “the
steps taken in the direction
of bolstering relations and
mutual confidence building
between the Persian Gulf
states and the Islamic Re-
public of Iran.

M ohammadi further
stressed that “one of the ba-

Mohajerani:

sic principles of lran's for-
eign policy is promotion and
strengthening  of  relations
with the neighboring and
Muslim countries, particular-
ly those nations of the Per-
sian Gulf region,” IRNA re-
ported.

“Broadening and deep-
ening of relations and re-
gional cooperation are the
only way out for bringing
about stability and security
inthe strategic region of the
Persian Gulf,” highlighted
the Iranian spokesman.

Mohammadi went on to
say, “continued exchange
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ported.

ment.

visits and talks, promotion
of cooperation between the
nations of the region is the
best strategy for improving
mutual trust between Persian
Gulf states and eliminating
misunderstanding.”

He repeated, however,
that Iran's Persian Gulf is-
lands of the Greater and
Lesser Tombs as well as
Abu-Moussa are an integra
part of the Iranian territory,
and added that the Islamic
Republic stresses continued
negotiations with UAE for
settling the issue of the is-
lands.

Freedom should not
be lost to limitations

TEHRAN- Minister of
Culture and Islamic Guid-
ance Ataollah Mohgjerani
here Saturday warned that in
setting limits to  freedoms,
one should not act in way to
destroy freedom.

Speaking in a joint ses-
sion between the officias
from the Ministry of Culture
and Islamic Guidance and
managing directors of the
press, Mohajerani said it is a
great achievement for the
country to see peopletrying
to obtain news from the local
media and not from foreign
media, IRNA reported.

The Culture and Islamic
guidance Ministry should
help al voices to be heard,
however, that does not imply
that the ministry agrees
with al such voices, Mo-
hajerani stressed.

One should not ban an
article from publication only
because he disagrees with
the article, he said, adding
that at the time when the |Is-
lamic system has reached
stability, “no one should
worry about raising of cer-
tain issuesin the press.”

Unfortunately,  Iranian
press are lagging behind
some neighboring coun-
tries’ press even though the
latter have been around for
only 40 or 50 years.

Adopting stands hastily
and political adventurism are

amongst the plagues harm-
ing freedom of the press,
Mohgjerani said, adding that
some articles express more
than just difference of opin-
ionsand are actualy “sub-
versive” material.

The meeting, the first of
its kind, was also attended
by the head of Tehran's Jus-
tice Department, Ali Razini,
and the head of the special
court for press violations,
Ali Rabi’e.

Deputy Minister of Cul-
ture and Islamic Guidance
for Press Affairs, Ahmad
Borgani, also addressed the
meeting, saying that the
press is one of the important
venuesin the society where
freedom is being manifested
and that “it is our task to
safeguard this divine bless-
ing.”

“We should learn to tol-
erate each other and take
heed of the cautions and
thus prevent repetition of
previous incidents.

“What distinguishes the
current era is that today we
have a strong and stable sys-
tem and a powerful govern-
ment who is resolved to pave
the way for development of
freedom of the press.”

Rabi’e, on behdf of the
managing directors, under-
lined the powerful role the
press plays in preservation of
the security and stability in

the society and in creation of
avibrant atmosphere for
peopl€e's socia and econom-
ic participation. Ali Razini in
a brief speech told the meet-
ing that to safeguard the
freedom of the press certain
boundaries should be ob-
served and that does not
mean exerting pressure and
suppression. Referring to the
press as the fourth pillar of
democracy, Razini said that
if the boundaries are ob-
served by the press, the free-
dom will be consolidated.

|RGC commander:

Iran condemns any
military intervention
In Afghanistan

TEHRAN- Commander of the Islamic Revolution’s
Guards Corps (IRGC) Mgjor General Rahim Safavi said
on Saturday that the IRGC would hold a three-day mil-
itary exercise dubbed as ‘Ashura-3' a the northeastern
part of the country. 70,000 troops from the corps air and
ground forces will take part in the exercise in the coming

days, he added.

He said the war games are designed to strengthen the
country’s defensive power and deterrent capabilities and
to exercise rapid deployment operation, emergency dis-
patch of the Basij (volunteer) forces to join the IRGC

ground force units as well as to boost the

military

knowledge of the commanders at the desert and moun-
tainous regions of the country, IRNA reported.

He said the military exercise is also designed to test
IRGC's new weapons and exercise rapid deployment of

thousands of troops and dispatch of Basij forces from
other provinces to the northeastern Khorasan Province by

the air within 48 hours.

The exercise would further help the commanders
learn the geographic specifications of the area, he added.

Safavi said the military exercise is aso the symbol of
renewed allegiance to Commander-in-Chief of the Armed
Forces Ayatollah Ali Khamenei. It will aso display the
national solidarity, and organized presence of the people
to defend the country in Ashura  battalions, Safavi added.

Asked whether the military exercise is prompted by
the new situation in Afghanistan and whether the Iranian
forces would engage the Taliban, Safavi said, “we con-

demn any military interference

not recognize the Taliban.”

in Afghanistan. We do

Safavi added, “we see the grouplet as creation of for-

eign states.”

Pointing to Pakistan’s interference in Afghanistan, Sa-
favi hoped that Islamabad would place its relations with
Iran above those with the U.S. and the Taliban.

He said the Islamic Republic of Iran is interested in
peace and stability in the world and the region, because

Iran regards peace
manity.

and security to the benefit of the hu-

On Tehran's interest in convergence of the Muslim
and neighboring states in the region, Major General Sa-

favi said if one day the

security in the region isput in

jeopardy, it would affect all countries in the region.
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Iran’ s disabled team bags 24
medals in world sitting contests

TEHRAN - The Iranian disabled team bagged 9 gold, 10 silver and 5
bronze medals in international sitting competitions of world disabled athletes
which concluded in Stockmandville, Britain Saturday.

The medals were won by the Iranian disabled athletes in different
fields including javelin throw, shot put and discus throw, IRNA re-

The Iranian disabled athletes have taken part in Stockmandville com-
petitions for six times. Last year, the Iranian team could not compete in the
contests since its members were not granted visa by the British govern-

Iran’s media -savvy president
hosts radio phone-in

TEHRAN - Go ahead
cdler, President Mohammad
Khatami is on theline.

“Is that really you? |
can't believe it?’ The 61-
year-old |ranian woman said,
her voice shaking.

“Yesit is, but why can't
you believe it? You are sim-
ply taking to your humble
servant. Your President’sim-
portance is derived directly
from you, the people,” Kha
tami responded, according to
a Reuters report published in
the English language daily
Iran News Saturday.

The cdler, who broke
down in tears, was par-
ticipating in a national tele-
phone cal-in to the pres-
ident, broadcast on state-run
radio on Thursday afternoon.

Some callers cried, oth-
ers swooned, a few com-
planed, and some even
asked for persona favors,
but all expressed thanks for
the opportunity to directly
address their president.

It was vintage Khatami,
who portrays himself as a
man of the people with me-
diasavvy events such as
standing at the rear of a
lunch queue or wading into
crowds, smiling and glad-
handing the excited spec-
tators.

Khatami, to most of the
calers, reiterated his pres-
idential campaign themes of
tolerance, respect for the law
and strengthening civil so-
ciety.

The moderate cleric,
who won an overwhelming
election victory last year on
a broad platform of political
and social reform, waxed €l-

ndiaties close, growing

Pretoriato attend NAM's

TEHRAN - Iranian Foreign Minister Kamal Kharrazi  ar-
rived in Pretoria, South Africa on Sunday to attend the mini-
sterial meeting of the Non-Aligned Movement (NAM).

The foreign ministers of the 113-member international or-
ganization are expected to prepare draft resolutions to be pre-
sented to the NAM summit meet for final approval, IRNA re-
ported. The 12th NAM summit is scheduled to be held in
Durban, South Africafrom September 2-3.

The summit will study regional crises, including situation
in Afghanistan, Kosovo, the Middle East, environment, re-
structuring the United Nations Security Council and dis-
armament.

NAM’s South Commission promotes cooperation be-
tween the developing countries and seeks changes in the
United Nations to give developing countries greater decision-
making power. NAM holds summit meet every three years.

The eleventh NAM summit was held in Cartagena, Co-
lombiain 1995.

The Iranian foreign minister left Tehran for South Africa
on Saturday.
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TEHRAN - In an ex-
clusive interview with the
Islamic Republic News
Agency in New Delhi,
former Indian prime min-
ister and present |leader of
the opposition ‘Janata
Dal’ (JD), member of
Indian Parliament as well
as the member of India's
parliamentary committee
on foreign relations, 1.K.
Gujral spoke on a host
of issues including Indo-
Iran ties, The Non-
Aligned Movement
(NAM) and fate of the
kidnapped Iranians.

In reply to a question
on Indo-lran ties at
present, Gujra said
“whenever | think of
Indo-Iran relations, | see
them in a broader context
of long history of ties be-
tween the two nations; the
history of standing to-
gether as friends in close
cooperation in virtualy
all fields of human inter-
ests -- culture, archi-
tecture, music, poetry,
language etc. | can not
think of any other two
cultures which have in
the past interacted so in-
timately and closely. To-
day’s India and today’s
Iran find this imprint very
legible and deeply in-
grained in their re-
lationship with each oth-
er.

“Indo-Iran ties are very
close, improving and all-
encompassing.  Politically,
both countries have reacted

Yazdi:

to world events together.
They have looked at the
post-Cold War events from
the same side of the angle. |
will describe the current
state of Indo-Iran relations
as very positive.

“lran’s progress and
development is a matter
of great interest to India,”
he said, adding “India ap-
preciates aspirations of
the people of Iran to
build a strong and modern
society, based on the
ethos of their own culture
and history. Iran is build-
ing a credible future of its
own and that has made
and will make a positive
bearing on Indo-Iran re-
lations.”

Asked to comment on
a number of ambitious
projects between the two
countries such as the gas
pipeline which is yet to
take off, he said, “if the
Indo-lran gas pipeline
project has got delayed, it
is because of the circum-
stances beyond the control
of both India and Iran.
As against the pipeline
project, the multilateral
trade and  transit agree-
ment for transporting In-
dian and Central Asian
goods through Iran is a
landmark development in
Indo-lIran relations, and
the agreement is being ex-
pedited very speedily.

“Also, the economic
projects which fall under
the bilateral framework
are working well. Bi-

lateral economic ties be-
tween the two countries
have considerably im-
proved in the past dec-
ade.”

On his view on the re-
cent developments in Af-
ghanistan, he said, “let
me first look at the cur-
rent developments in Af-
ghanistan from the Indo-
Iranian ties angle. Con-
cerns of Indiaand Iran re-
garding the current situa-
tion in Afghanistan are
common. Both want a
peaceful solution to the
Afghan crisis. both coun-
tries are against foreign
intervention in Af-
ghanistan and both have
worked together to help
warring sides in Af-
ghanistan reconcile.

“As far as my views
on Afghanistan imbroglio
are concerned, | would
say that the country has
been the victim of global
power-politics. The prob-
lem in Afghanistan is not
the creation of its people.
It has been imposed from
outside. It is the creation
of a third country or
countries.”

On his reaction to the
unfortunate development
of the kidnapped Iranian
diplomats and IRNA bu-
reau chief in Afghanistan
by the Taliban, he
said, “my sympathies are
with Iran. | am concerned
about the safety and se-
curity of the Iranian dip-
lomats and the journalist

Iranian judicial system based on Isiamic laws

TEHRAN - Head of the
judiciary Ayatollah Mo-

hammad Yazdi here on
Sunday told the Grand Mufti
of Lebanon that Iranian pu-
nitive laws are fully based
on Islamic law (Sharia), and
that the courts do not issue
verdicts which violate Is-
lamic laws. In the meeting
with  Muhammad Rashid
Qabbani, Yazdi further stat-
ed that during his term as
the chief of the judiciary,
changes have been made to
the judicial system to make
it consistent with the Islam-
ic judicial laws, IRNA re-
ported.

He stressed that the Ira-
nian system of government,
including the three branches
of the government, are es-
tablished in accordance with
the teachings of the Holy
Quran.

On the issue of Muslim

unity, Yazdi said that the
Muslim world should come
together to frustrate the con-
spiracies of  its enemies.

He welcomed the visit of
the grand mufti of Lebanon
to Tehran as helpful to the
unity of Muslims.

Qabbani expressed
pleasure over the Islamic na-
ture of the judicial system in
Iran, adding that verdicts is-
sued based on the Islamic
Sharia would sure please
God and his prophet.

Meanwhile, the grand
mufti of Lebanon told a
press conference in Tehran
on Sunday the Muslim
world is proud of the
progress and development in
the Islamic Republic of
Iran.

He said Iran is the bas-
tion of the region and the
growth in Iran’s power will
strengthen  the  Muslim

world, IRNA reported.

Sheikh Qabbani said the
Lebanese people are keenly
following up the develop-
ments in the Islamic Re-
public of Iran and see the
developments in Iran being
on the direction of re-
inforcement of the Islamic
principles and the front
which supports Palestine ef-
fectively.

He said he exchanged
views with the Iranian of-
ficials on the issue of Pal-
estine. Asked about the situa-
tion in Afghanistan, Sheikh
Qabbani said, “I hope the
conflict in Afghanistan will
come to an end and the Af-
ghan people would come
along with their Muslim
brethren in the  world to
strengthen the Islamic na-
tion.” He hoped that Taliban
would release Iranian dip-
lomats soon.

captured. The civilized
world should now once
again look at the question
of the safety of civilians,
foreigners, diplomats and
journalists in a war situa-
tion in light of Taliban's
action.

On his views about
the NAM movement, he
said, “contrary to the
perception held by some,
NAM is still a relevant
movement. Rather, its
relevance has increased
in the present inter-
national world order.

Its relevance lies in
developing countries’ de-
sire to preserve their
freedom, and to build
their own economic fu-
ture. “The developing
countries have reached a
stage where they can
benefit each other ec-
onomically more than
ever. Also, developed
world’'s economic policy
is not in the interest of
the developing world.
This has further in-
creased the need of
south-south cooperation,
for which the NAM is an
ideal platform.

“Similarly, NAM isrel-
evant for addressing the is-
sue of globa de-
nuclearization and arms
control. We the members of
the Third World need to
take a common stand
against arms race among
ourselves so that we are
able to reserve and preserve
our resources for economic
development.”

oquent on freedom, tolerance
and the role of politicians.

“The problem with our
society,” Khatami told one
cdler, “is that we are con-
stantly searching for a hero.
People should feel that they
are heroes themselves and
politicians are their ser-
vants.”

One frustrated caller ac-
cused Khatami of “com-
promising” his campaign
promises in the face of
“those who seek to block
your plans.”

Khatami responded,
“thank you for speaking so
frankly. Our very intention is
to work within an at-
mosphere of different opin-
ions with a referee caled
law. Those who are opposed
should be free to express
themselves.”

“Society  will  only
progress when the people
have supervision over gov-
ernment. The problem will
not be solved by violence
and we must learn to tolerate
each other.”

“Mr. president, you are
always speaking in the de-
fense of freedom,” said one
caler. “Don’t you think this
freedom could lead to an-
archy?’

Khatami  replied, “the
boundaries of freedom are
expressed in our constitu-
tion, which gives people the
right to express their opin-
ions. The notion that this
freedom leads to anarchy...
is either a misunderstanding
or afallacy.”

“If one particular at-
titude is imposed on society,
in the name of religion, this
could lead to young people's
disillusonment with re-
ligion,” he added.

A seven-year-old girl
complained about the lack of
parks and swimming pools
for girlsin her southern city.

“You are right, many of
our people are deprived, par-
ticularly our girls,” Khatami
told the  chirpy-voiced
youngster. “We must do our
best to eradicate poverty and
improve our peopl€e’s living
standards.”

One young man com-
plained about the in-
flexibility of lran’s military
service laws. “I have a wife
and a child. How can |
spend two years in the mil-
itary?’

Khatami promised the
young man he would try to
help him, “within the boun-
daries of the law, of course.”

Tehran ready to

develop technical

cooperation with
South Korea

TEHRAN- Iranian First
Vice-President Hassan Ha
bibi said on Saturday Teh-
ran is ready to develop tech-
nical cooperation with South
Korea in industry, oil and
gas sectors.

In a meeting with South
Korean First Deputy Foreign
Minister Sun Jun Yung,
Habibi said, “we believe re-
lations between Iran and
South Korea will serve the
interests of the region and
the two countries, IRNA re-
ported.

“Our relations with the
Far-East nations including
China and Japan will aso
benefit  regional  coop-
eration,” Habibi said.

Habibi noted that Teh-
ran-Seoul relations are on a
growing trend.

Development of regional
cooperation will help Iran
and South Koreato upgrade
relations in al areas, Habibi
said.

Sun Jun Yung said there
exist large areas for Iran-
South Korea cooperation.

Seoul attaches great im-
portance to its relations with
the Islamic Republic of Iran,
he said.

He added that South Ko-
rea welcomes Iran’s decision
to have wide-scale coop-
eration with the three Asian
nations of Japan, China and
South Korea.

Khatami withdraws

complaints against
Shalamche, Y a-L esarat

TEHRAN - President Mohammad Khatami here Sunday
withdrew his complaints against managing directors of bi-
weekly Shalamche and monthly Y a-L esarat al-Hussein.

The managers of two magazines were expected to go on
trial in Tehran public court branch 1410 Monday on defama-
tion charges and violation of elections law as raised by Pres-
ident Khatami.

Head of the president’s office, Mohammad Abtahi, in are-
ply letter to head of the court said, “it is better for al of us, es-
pecialy the officials, to be a symbol of Islamic patience and
self-restraint,” IRNA reported.

“We should even try to tolerate such disloyalties and con-
sider it as a price for institutionaizing criticism and freedom
within the framework of law,” said Abtahi.

The letter added that due to the society’s need for in-
creasing the tolerance of individuals and socia groups, Pres-
ident Khatami has withdrawn his complaints against the man-
aging directors of Shalamche and Y a-Lesarat al-Hussein.

Earlier, President Khatami’s attorney had asked the court
to alow him time to obtain president’s final decision on
whether or not to pursue the case.

The complaint was filed by President Khatami’s election
headquarters last year.

Parliament speaker
INnvited to visit Mali

TEHRAN - [lranian
Ambassador to Mali Ghol-
amali Fahimi Davatgar in
Bamako on Sunday handed
over a message from lIra-
nian Speaker of Parlia-
ment Ali Akbar Nateq
Nouri to his Malian coun-
terpart Nouhoun Diallo,
dealing with parliamentary
relations between the two
countries.

Diallo welcomed hold-
ing a conference in Tehran
by the two countries par-
liamentarians and called
for exchange of delega-
tions from the two parlia-
ments to foster legislative
cooperation, IRNA re-
ported.

Nouhoun Diallo invited

Nateq Nouri to visit Mali  timated that 80 percent of

and hoped that he would  the population of the West-
meet the Iranian speaker in ~ ern  African republic of
Bamako soon. It is ess Mali are Muslims.
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