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Iran’ s disabled team ranks
third at world contest

TEHRAN- The Iranian disabled team ranked third at international track

and field competitions which concluded Saturday in Stokemandville, Britain. | N

The Iranian athletes bagged nine gold, 10 silver and 5 bronze medalsin

the competitions.

The U.S. disabled team took the first place followed by South African

team.

This is the sixth time the Iranian team is taking part in the Stoke-
mandeville competitions. Last year, the Iranian athletes could not competein
the contest since they were not granted visa by the British government.

The Iranian disabled team returned home early Monday morning.

TEHRAN - Iranian hos-
tages in Afghanistan are
alive and efforts are made to
bring them back safe, an-
nounced a prominent of-
ficia in the Foreign Min-
istry Monday.

The ministry spokesman
Mahmoud Mohammadi in
an interview with Tehran
Times published Tuesday
brushed aside areport print-
ed in Persian daily ‘Zan'
and said, “it is wrong, our
people in Afghanistan are
aive.”

“We are exploring al
avenues for their safety and
return to their home,” Mo-

hammadi said.
Taliban kidnapped
around 80 Iranians in-

cluding 10 diplomats ad one

reporter when they seized

Mazar-i Sharif on august 8.
Zan or woman in its

Thursday’s issue quoting a
pakistani daily Muslim said
the hostages are not alive.

“No,” said Mohammadi,
“we categorically deny the
report and our information is
that our people in Af-
ghanistan are safe.”

Meanwhile, a close aide
of Taliban leader Mulla
Mohammad  Omar  ac-
knowledged on Monday that
IRNA correspondent Mah-
moud Saremi and 11 Ira-
nian diplomats had been
transferred safely from Ma-
zar-i-Sharif to a place near
Qandahar in southern Af-
ghanistan.

Mullah Hassan Qalcheie,
who has travelled to south-
ern parts of the Persian Gulf,
told IRNA’s news liaison in
Dubai on Monday that  the
group of Iranians are kept in
aplace near Qandahar.

Iran’s efforts to phase
out 0zone depletion

substances appreciated

TEHRAN - The Asian
and Pecific Center for Trans-
fer of Technology (APCTT),
a U.N. regiona ingtitution
based in New Delhi, has ap-
preciated Iran’s efforts to
phase out ozone depletion
substances (ODS).

“Iran has produced and
tested first non-chloro fluoro
carbon (CFC) products suc-
cessfully in major domestic
refrigerator ~ manufacturing
companies,” says a report in
APCTT’s journa ‘Vatis Up-
date’, the July-Aug. 1998 is-
sue, IRNA reported from
New Delhi.

The report also says that
it is expected that new prod-
ucts will be produced in Iran
on alarge scale by late 1998.

It clears Iran of man-
ufacturing ODS in the coun-
try, adding that ODS are im-
ported for  consumption,
mainly in the refrigeration

(domestic) and poly urithane
(rigid) foam industries.

“Iran will replace CFC-11
and CFC-12, which cause
ozone depletion, by cyclo-
pentane (foam blowing agent)
and hydro fluoro carbon
(HFC)-13 4a (refrigeration),
respectively,” saysthe report.

The report aso hails
Iran’s ozone protection unit's
decision to focus its efforts
on projects and sub-project
preparation and imple-
mentation for a wide range of
enterprises, including small
and medium  enterprises
(SMES), organizing public
awareness campaigns, pre-
paring seminars and work-
shops, etc.

The APCTT was es
tablished in 1977 as a U.N.
regional institution under the
aegis of the Economic and
Social Commission for Asia
and Pacific (ESCAP).

Cabinet approves
budget circular for
next year

TEHRAN - The cab-
inet ministers in a meet-
ing, chaired by President
Mohammad Khatami, ap-
proved the executive cir-
cular on budget for the
next lranian fiscal year
(starting March 21,
1999).

The circular, presented
by the Plan and Budget
Organization, has been
prepared with due respect
for President Khatami’s
economic  rehabilitation
plan. It aso stipulates de-
centralization in planning

by turning over dis
tribution of provincial de-
velopment budgets to

provincial planning coun-
cils, IRNA reported.

It was announced in
the session that the next
year budget executive
circular will be formulat-
ed in a manner to ensure
that both the government
and the people will main-
tain  their  purchasing
power at the predicted in-
flation rate.

Meanwhile, Vice-
President and head of the
bureau in charge of de-
prived areas affairs, Jalil
Besharati, briefed the ses-
sion on projects in-
augurated during the gov-
ernment week (August 24-
30).

He said 2,336 infra-

structure,  construction,
production and job-
creating projects have

gone on stream in de
prived rural areas.

A credit of RIs 302
billion was spent on 1,878
infrastructure projects. A
total of 4,254 villages
with a total population of
340,000 families will ben-
efit from these projects,
he said.

Besharati added that
458 projects have become
operational in various
parts of the country creat-
ing 2,198 new jobs.

The ministries of en-
ergy, health, agriculture
and construction jihad car-
ried out the highest num-
ber of development pro-
jects in deprived areas,
Besharati told the cabinet
ministers session.
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| ranian hostages
INn Afghanistan alive

The Taliban leader has
assigned a senior Taliban
commander Mulla  Raketi
to watch Saremi and the Ira-
nian diplomats, he said.

He said that the IRNA
correspondent was ill and
later underwent medical
treatment by aphysician dis-
patched by Taliban to the
prison and is now in a good
condition.

The Taliban source
claimed: “the Taliban will
show its goodwill  for im-
provement of relations with
the Islamic Republic of Iran
by setting free the Ira
nian diplomats, IRNA cor-
respondent and other Iranian
nationals at an appropriate
time.”

He declined to say when
the Iranian nationals would
be freed.

In response to a question
as to why Taliban has kept
mum on the fate of the Ira-
nian diplomats and IRNA
correspondent in  Mazar-i-
Sharif, he said it was not
necessary to do so. “Taliban
wants good neighborly re-
lations with the Islamic Re-
public of Iran.”

Earlier, news and polit-
ical sources in Afghanistan
had spoken of  Taliban
transferring the Iranian dip-
lomats and IRNA cor-

respondent to a prison in
Qandahar.

On August 16, President
Mohammad Khatami, while
voicing Tehran’s  concern
about the fate of the Iranian
diplomats and IRNA  cor-
respondent, said: “we will
continue our efforts ve-
hemently to secure the safe-
ty and return of our beloved
ones.”

The president made it
clear: “the Islamic Republic
of Iran is capable of de-
fending its borders and the
safety of its citizensand dip-
lomats. We intend to solve
the issue through the dip-
lomatic methods and under-
standing and we hope there
will be no need to use other
methods.”

Last Friday, the U.N. Se-
curity Council issued a res-
olution condemning the
take-over of the Iranian con-
sulate in  Mazar-i-Sharif
and capture of its staff and
other Iranians and calling for
their immediate release.

The resolution 1193, ap-
proved unanimously by al
15 members of the Security
Council, called on al parties
involved, particularly Tal-
iban, to do their utmost for
the safe passage of the staff
of Iranian consulate and oth-
er missing Iranians.

Larijani:

Visas now issued in Qeshm

Free Trade Zone

TEHRAN - Beginning August 24, visas for foreign travelers to Qeshm
Free Trade Zone (FTZ) are issued upon arrival at the island’s international
airport, reported the Qeshm FTZ public relations office Sunday.

The report also said that 14 day visas will be issued at the airport, so
that foreign visitors do not have to obtain visas before traveling to the is-

The report added that foreign visitors who want to travel to other parts
of the country, can also apply for visain Qeshm.

President enjoys wide support from
people, parliament and L eader

TEHRAN - Tehran's
Member of Parliament, Mo-
hammad Javad Larijani, in
an exclusive interview with
Iran News, commented on
Tehran-Washington ties. “I
believe that before taking
any action our officias
should entertain this ques-
tion: Through ties with the
United States, would our
national interests be met?
We have to take any meas-
ure which guarantees Iran’s
national interests. In this
context it is time we looked
at relations with the U.S.
through moderate eyes.”

Asked to comment
whether American officials
are reliable, Larijani said,
“It should be said that one
cannot trust the minds and
the goodwill of American
officials, but there is ev-
idence that Americans are
reconsidering their foreign
policy on Iran. The policies
of President Khatami have
led American officials to
revise their policy on Iran.

“What the outcome of
such revisions might be is
not clear,” the MP said. He
added that if thisrevisionin
U.S. foreign policy on Iran
is for the best, then there
would exist a tension-free
climate between Tehran

and Washington. Otherwise,
relations would be limited to
lofty statements exchanged
between the two countries.”

He said that there is the
possibility that the two
countries would not reach
the point of resumption of
ties. “But the core of the is-
sue must be that we strike
a proper balance. That
means in our relations with
the United States, which has
certain stands regarding
Iran, we decide on the kind
of attitude we must adopt on
different levels.”

Asked to express his
views on May 23, 1977
presidential €elections, Lar-
ijani said, “What 20 million
votes meant is that people
did not see in the right fac-
tion hopes for development,
as they see in the person of
Khatami. They expected
modern and efficient gov-
ernance from Khatami.”

Larijani made a refer-
ence to the economic re-
habilitation plan proposed
by President Khatami, say-
ing, “In third proposal, the
Executives of Construction
have demanded a more
transparent approach toward
a free market economy. The
president’s advisers believe
that through the control of

70 huge dams under

construction in lran
[—

TABRIZ- Some 70
huge dams are under con-
struction across the coun-
try which, when opera-
tiona, will  provide 20
billion cubic meters of
water, it has been an-
nounced here.

Speaking a the in-
auguration ceremony for
‘Onligh’ reservoir dam in
‘Onligh’ village in Miy-
aneh, Deputy Minister of
Energy for water affairs,
Zargar said that the dams,
whose allotted budget ex-
ceeds Rls 30,000 hillion,
will become operational
by the end of the Third
Five-Year Development
Plan, IRNA reported.

According to Zargar,
irrigation systems are be-
ing installed in an area of
760,000 hectares of farm-
ing lands and they will
also become operationa
by the end of the Third
Development Plan.

He said that due to the
scarcity of rainfalls which
is dueto the geographical
location of the country,
the government should in-
vest  more than ever in

PRESDENT SADVISER:

water supply projects.

In the first and second
five-year development plans
water projects received nine
percent of the total budget,
he said, adding that in the
post-revolution era, 60 huge
dams have been constructed

Press Law should be amended in proper
atmosphere, free from factiona affiliations

TEHRAN - “Press law
should be amended in a
proper atmosphere, free

from partisanship affilia-
tions,” said Jamilen Kad-
ivar, the president’s press
adviser.

Speaking to Iran News,
Kadivar emphasized, “The
difference of opinion be-
tween the Judiciary, Leg-
islative and  Executive
branches of government ver-
sus the press is due to am-
biguity in existing press
laws... Our press laws have
both positive and negative
points. But we must see
whether conditions are suit-
able for their change. Al-
though | believe that this
law should be amended, |
don't think the present at-
mosphere in parliament is
suitable for such a change.
For not only will the press
not gain more freedom, but
in all probability it will lose
some of the freedoms it has
gained after years of ef-
fort... It is the duty of the
deputy minister of culture
and the Islamic guidance to
trace the weak and strong
points in the press and to
eliminate any legal ambigu-
ities. As a whole, we must
act in a concerted manner
toward solidarity and close-
ness of different branches of
our government.”

Commenting on recent
attitudes emerging from the
Judiciary and Executive
branches of government re-

garding the press, Kadivar
stressed, “One difference
between the Judiciary and
the Executive branch (Min-
istry of Islamic Guidance) is
a different interpretation of
freedom, particularly the
freedom of the press and the
contents of the press law.
The wider the differences
become, the more acute the
clash will be. Regretfully,
due to the narrow approach
toward the press by the Ju-
diciary, we have witnessed
increased pressure on the
press. While the Ministry of
Culture and the Islamic
Guidance and the President
insist on further freedom of
the press and a variety of
opinions, the Judiciary is
concerned with the security
of the country. To resolve
this difference, it is nec-
essary for the repre-
sentatives of these two
branches to meet in order to
defuse tension.”

“Meanwhile,” she add-
ed, “The Judiciary is ex-
pected to understand this
new atmosphere, based on
people's expectations after
the May 23 presidential
elections.”

Touching upon the new
atmosphere in the parlia-
ment for the impeachment
of the minister of culture
and the Islamic guidance,
Kadivar, wife of the min-
ister, Ataollah Mohajerani,
said, “He considers im-
peachment as a historical

and momentous opportunity
for expressing his views and
policies. But | think that the
parliament will not give him
this opportunity any time
soon. For the time being,
there is not concern about
impeachment.”

inthe country.

Zargar said that by the
end of the current year on
March 21, seven damswith a
capacity of 1,250 million cu-
bic meters and 70,000 hec-
tares irrigation capacity will
be completed.

Official:

‘Onligh’ dam is high
reservoir dam the con-
struction  operation  of
which was started early
1996. It will supply water
for 400 hectares of farm-
ing lands in ‘Onligh’ in
Miyaneh.

market prices and dis
tribution system, a basic
justice will be created in
the society, and then they
can proceed to other pro-
jects. This indicates that
different economic of-
ficials might not reach a
common point. Of course,
regardless of such differ-
ences of opinion, the art of
the president -- based on
the support of the Leader --
is to adopt a final policy
and then urge his Cabinet
members to adapt them-
selvestoit.”

The MP referred to the
president's programs and
said “I think that the pres-
ident’s mottos are correct.
For example, his emphasis
on a civil society brings
about growth in the coun-
try’s civil structure. Also,
Khatami’s mottos on de-
tente policies are good. We
must have good ties with
the outside world. It should
not be forgotten that ten-
sion has aways been im-
posed on us. This motto
makes our foreign policy
clear. The face that Khat-
amis is ready to listen to
others is a very good fea-
ture, because unless differ-
ent views meet, our coun-
try cannot witness
prosperity.”

“However, our coun-
try’s problem is that we do
not have a proper under-
standing of government.
We look at government
more or less as an ad-
ministrator. We cannot ac-
cept planning; rather, we
escape from it. For ex-
ample, following a simple
change in an office, wide
administrative changes oc-
cur in that office. These
problems are chronic in
our country. Therefore, the
president must be con-
cerned with the efficiency
of the government, oth-
erwise mottos like free-
dom, tolerance, civil so-

ciety, social and lega se-
curity will lose color after a
time.”

Larijani touched upon
the difficulties in the way
of the president and said
that there is a difference
between difficulties and
putting spokes in a whesl.
No government comes to
power assured that every-
thing is prepared for it;
and, therefore, it is natural
that there would be several
difficulties in the way of
any given government. But
about the creation of prob-
lems for the government, |
must say that the govern-
ment of President Khatami
is strong enough. Khatami
enjoys wide support from
the people, a wide range of
parliament deputies and,
more  importantly, the
Leader.”

“l should say that the
government of President
Khatami has everything. It
is not right to term the gov-
ernment as ‘unsuccessful’
because of some problems
created in its way,” Lar-
ijani said. He added that
even if some deputies crit-
icize the government, they
are doing it for the govern-
ment’ s sake.

He further referred to
recent remarks by the Par-
liament Speaker Ali Akbar
Nateg Nouri, who warned
the country against the rep-
etition of historical events
like  “Constitutionalism”
and the disintegration of
the Soviet Union, “1 am of
the opinion that if such re-
marks are made for the
well-being of the govern-
ment, they are natural and
are not wrong. But | do not
see ‘Gorbachevism’ as a
correct interpretation for
the future of our Revolu-
tion. | believe that the ex-
istence of the Leader brings
about a kind of harmony
and coherence in the sys-
tem.”

Tehran to host

conference on world
freetrade

TEHRAN - The first
ever conference on world
free trade is to be held in
Tehran soon, with participa
tion of Iranian economic of-
ficials and representatives of
the TUV standard institutes
of Germany and Austria,
head of Iran branch of TUV
institute Heidar Gholi Kha-
lili said on Monday.

Speaking to IRNA, he

400,000 jobs will be created if
semi-finished projects are completed

GORGAN, Golestan -
Currently, there are 10,100 in-
dustrial  projects  throughout
the country left unfinished due
to shortage of liquidity, said
the deputy head of ad-

President Khatami sends
congratul atory messages
to Maaysia, Kyrgyzstan

TEHRAN - President
Mohammad Khatami in sep-
arate  messages Monday
congratulated the Malaysian
King, Tuanku Jaafar ibn a-
Marhum Tuanku Abdul Rah-
man, prime minister Ma
hathir Mohammad, the gov-
ernment and its people on
the occasion of the an-
niversary of the country’s
independence day.

In his message, Khatami
expressed hope that in the
light of deep cultural ties, re-
lations between the two

countries will continue to
grow in al areas, IRNA re-
ported.

Meanwhile, in a separate
message cabled to Kyrgyz-
stan's  President, Askar
Akayev,  Khatami con-
gratulated him on the occa
sion of anniversary of the
country’s national and in-
dependence day.

In the message, President
Khatami expressed hope that
relations between the two
countries will strengthen fur-
ther in the future.

ministrative and  financial de-
partment of the Industries
Ministry, Iraj Akbari Sunday.

Speaking to IRNA in
Gorgan, he said that many of
the projects had been in the
process of construction or or-
dering equipment and ma
chinery. Akbari added had the
projects been  completed,
400,000 employment op-
portunities would have been
provided. He further said once
operational, the industrial pro-
jects will increase per capita
income in the country and
boost exports.

Referring to the shortege
of liquidity, he said that in cur-
rent lranian year (started

Karbaschi’s lawyer expects
histotal acquittal

TEHRAN - The attorney of the suspended mayor of Teh-
ran, Gholamhossein Karbaschi, here on Sunday said that the de-
fense team expects no less than total acquittal of the embattied
mayor in the appeal court. Following Karbaschi’ s conviction on
embezzlement chargesin the preliminary court, he appealed the
verdict on August 16. Keshavarz further told IRNA that 15
days past the appedl, it is yet to be determined which branch of
the provincial court system is picking up the case. Vowing that
the defense team would use al legal means to defend the rights
of its client, Keshavarz said that the attorneys do not expect the
sentence to be commuted. They rather expect atotal acquittal,

he added.
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March, 21), only Rls 1,500 hil-
lion has been earmarked to
the industrial and mining sec-
tor which can by no means
address the needs of the sec-
tor. Akbari also added that the
industries sector needs an av-
erage annual budget of RIs
10,000 hillion, cautioning that
if the current  trends continue,
it will take years to complete
the semi-finished projects.

Referring to creation of
employment opportunities as
one of the benefits of the in-
dustria projects, Akbari called
for increase in the budget and
other facilitiesfor the sector.

He adso said that in the
government week (August 24-
30), 301 industrial projects
with a capita investment of
RIs 775 hillion went on stream
and 8,280 jobs created.

said that with regards to im-
portant role of non-oil ex-
ports in the country’s for-
eign exchange earnings, the

quality of domestically-
made products should be
upgraded.

The am behind the
gathering is to acquaint
commercial managers of the
country with inter-
nationally-recognized stan-
dards, particularly those of
Germany and Austria, he
said, hoping that holding
such gatherings will help
boost the standard of Ira-
nian products to to an ac-
ceptable international level.

According to dtatistics
on export of commodities
and services to European
countries, the volume of ex-
ports to Europe is not sig-
nificant and therefore it was
necessary for lran to im-
prove the quality of its
goods in consistent with in-
ternational standards.

He said that the coun-
try’s strive to get a share on
international markets is
now bearing fruits and that
the Tehran gathering is re-
garded as an opportunity for
Iranian managers to become
familiar with achievements
of the advanced world coun-
tries.

In the one-day gath-
ering, the TUV standard in-
dtitute of  Austria is to
present the latest in-
formation on ways of en-
hancing the quality of man-
ufactured goods.
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