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Intl. photo festival to be

held in Tehran

TEHRAN - The third international biennially-held photo festival will

open in Tehran on September 7 for 35 days.

Coincident with the international festival, Iran will aso hold the eighth
domestic photo festival at the Contemporary Arts Museum in Tehran, be-
ginning on September 7. The museum official said over 1,200 photographers
from 59 countries including Argentina, Germany, Austria, U.S., Japan,
Spain, Britain, Italy, Canada, Turkey, Lebanon, Poland, Russia and Iran will

take part in the international festival.

He said 268 photos from the Iranian and foreign photographers would be

displayed at the museum during the two festivals.

EM spokesman:

el
I

TEHRAN - Foreign Min-
istry spokesman Mahmoud
Mohammadi said on Tues
day that Iran will do what it
deems necessary to secure
safety and freedom of the
Iranian diplomats and cit-
izens held as hostages in Af-
ghanistan.

In reaction to Taliban
leader's statement that the
Iranian diplomats are held in
Afghanistan because 10,000
Afghan people were killed
with their (diplomats’) weap-
ons, Mohammadi said, “we
do not have prisoner of war
in Afghanistan and those tak-
en captive by Taliban are
diplomats, reporter, lorry
drivers or relief workers,”
IRNA reported.

He said, “we have never
been involved in Af-
ghanistan’s internal conflict
and the Iranian consulates
were busy with their routine
operations in the past few
days in Herat and Jalalabad.
We had only consular re-
lations with Afghanistan at
ordinary level.”

“If the Taliban attempts
to evade its responsibility re-
garding the safe passage of
the lranian diplomats and
other nationals of Iran, it will
have to bear grave con-
sequences of its act,” the
Foreign Ministry spokesman
said.

He said Iran has taken
every diplomatic measure

through its friendly states,
the United Nations and the
International  Committee of
the Red Cross (ICRC) to get
the Iranian diplomats and na-
tionals freed soon.

Asked by IRNA on the
current large-scale military
exercise along Iran’s eastern
borders with Afghanistan,
Mohammadi said in addition
to preventing sporadic cross-
border traffic of Taliban and
the growing number of con-
Voys carrying narcotic drugs
into Iran, the war game is a
warning to those who violate
international regulations and
try to damage the nationa
security and interest of Iran.

“Any hostile act against
the Ilamic Republic of Iran
will be responded strongly,”
Mohammadi said.

Mohammadi also
warned Taliban against the
consequences of evading re-
sponsibility regarding the
fate and safety of the kid-
napped Iranians.

Mohammadi said Tehran
holds Taliban responsible
for the safety of the Iranian
nationals and diplomats.

The Foreign Ministry
spokesman said that prior to
their capture of Mazar-i
Sharif, Taliban had been in-
formed by Pakistan of the
presence of the Iranian dip-
lomats in Iran’s consulate
general.

The Islamic Republic of

Conferenceon Idamic
banking system opens

TEHRAN - The Islamic
banking system, which is
based on people's contribu-
tion, guarantees the interests
of consumers without hav-
ing the risk of increasing in-
terest rate under inflationary
conditions, a high ranking
official said Tuesday.

The Economy and Fi-
nance Minister Hossein Na-
mazi addressing the opening
day of the 9th Islamic bank-
ing conference, said that un-
der such a banking system
based on people's contribu-
tion, banks would receive
their legal fees and the ac-
count holders would get
more dues than they recelve
now under present banking
system.

Also speaking at the con-
ference, Governor of the
Central Bank of Iran (CBI)

Mohsen Nourbakhsh said
that deposits in the country’s
banking system until June
21 reached Rls 121,000 bil-
lion. The deposits showed
an increase of RIs 2,859 bil-
lion in the first quarter of
the year (March 21-June 21),
he added.

Nourbakhsh said that the
amount of banking facilities
granted by banks to ap-
plicantsin the first quarter of
the year increased by RIs
2,559 billion.

Elsewhere in his re-
marks, Nourbakhsh said no
one agrees to the increasein
liquidity and checking the
growth of liquidity isin line
with the goals of the coun-
try’s economic program. He
said the liquidity growth
was limited to 15 percent
last year.
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spokesman
warned Taliban not to ig-
nore lran’s request or con-
tinue to evade their re-
sponsibility.
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Iran has called on the U.N.
and the International Com-
mittee of the Red Cross to
dispatch a fact finding mis-
sion to Afghanistan to get
information on the where-
abouts of the the Iranian na-
tionals.

The Foreign Ministry
once agan

|RGC commander:

Khatam

TEHRAN - President
Mohammad Khatami of Iran
told his South African coun-
terpart Nelson Mandela in
Durban Tuesday night that
he hoped under his chair-
manship the Non-Aligned
Movement (NAM) will play
itsrole in international arena
effectively.

South Africa assumed
the three-year chairmanship
of the 113-nation Non-
Aligned Movement on
Wednesday, when the 12th
summit got underway,
IRNA reported from Durban.

In a meeting with the
host of the NAM summit,
Khatami congratulated Man-
dela for assuming the task of
leading the movement into

the 21st century, and said the
world wants to see a change
in its status. He added that
after having endured im-
mense hardships during the
present century, the world is
longing for achange.

“As long as the world is
divided into first and second
class nations, we will not be
a witness to a genuine
peace,” President Khatami
stated.

He expressed the hope
that efforts of the new chair-
man will herald peace in the
world.

Khatami praised Pres
ident Mandela for his long
record of struggle and called
him the symbol for all free-
dom loversin the world.

|slamic Republic
seek s peace

TORBAT-E JAM, Khorasan - Commander of the Islamic Revolution’s Guards Corps

(IRGC) Major Genera Yahya Rahim Safavi said here

that the Islamic Republic is a

peace-seeking state and does not seek aggression against any country.

However, Tehran will not tolerate mischievous actsand  disturbances at its borders by
any country, Safavi told a ceremony to kick off the Ashura-3 maneuvers in eastern border
regions of the country, IRNA reported.

He added that interference of foreigners in the neighboring countries and endangering
the regional security and stability “will never be acceptable, and the global arrogance, the
Zionist regime and all countries who have a role in disturbing peace and tranquility in
the region should know that they would be affected by any such insecurity in the region.”

He cautioned foreign states against interference in the neighboring countries. “I hope
our friends have got the message and the enemies pay heed to our advice,” he said.

Safavi stressed that Iran’s policy in the Middle East, Central Asia and Caucasus seeks
strengthening |slam, peace and reconciliation.

He stressed that the Muslim nation of Iran, armed with their 1slamic might and under
the leadership of Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, will repel any aggressions against the country.

Thanks to the precious experiences of the sacred defense and by using modern arms
and advanced technology and expertise, the armed forces, IRGC and Basij (volunteer
forces) are determined and prepared more than ever to defend Iran’'s prestige, dignity,
honor, independence and territorial integrity.

President Khatami:

Common goa

TEHRAN - President

Mohammad Khatami of Iran
and Prime Minister Atal Be-
har Vapayee of India in
Durban Tuesday night met
on the eve of the 12th sum-
mit  of
Movement (NAM) and dis-
cussed critical situation in
the neighboring Afghanistan
and issues of mutual interest.
President Khatami referring
to the long-standing relations
between the two countries
touched on the role of the
two countries in NAM and
said, “common goas have
brought us closer,” IRNA re-
ported from Durban.

the Non-Aligned

Expressing concern over

the situation in Afghanistan,
he said, “the way human be-
ings are being treated in Af-
ghanistan does not conform

with human and inter-
national standards  and
norms.”

He touched on the cap-

tivity of severa dozens of
Iraniansin the hands of Tal-
iban, including 10 diplomats
and the bureau chief of the
Islamic
Agency, who were abducted
in the northern Afghan city
of Mazar-i Sharif on August

Republic  News

Khatami also referred to

the joint borders of Iran and
India with Afghanistan and
said that Afghanistan has be-
come crisis spot in the re-
gion and is a cause of grave
concern.

Romania seexs promotion of

He added that the Af-
ghan crisis has no military
solution and  stressed that
the only way out is alowing
the Afghans to decide their
own fate.

“There must be a con-
certed international  effort
and determination to bring
all Afghan factions together
and forge an understanding
among them,” Khatami told
the Indian prime minister.

He also referred to Iran’s
role in combating narcotics
and said that absence of a
responsible government in
the neighboring Afghanistan
has worsened drug-
trafficking.

President Khatami aso
condemned terrorism and
said, “just as we are sorry
for those killed in bombing
of the U.S. missions in Ken-
ya and Tanzania, we are un-
happy about the U.S. mil-
itary intervention in

Afghanistan.”He also ex-

pressed concern of lranian
government over the nuclear
tests conducted by India and
Pakistan in May and June
and said athough it is the
right of each and every na
tion to make efforts to de-
fend itself, the best solution
to problems rests on logic.
Emphasizing the prin-
ciple of equality in inter-
national relations, he said,
“just as human beings are
equal, this equality must also

tieswith [rar

TEHRAN - Vice-Speaker of the Romanian Parliament

Vasile Lupu, in Bucharest Tuesday called for promotion of
Tehran-Bucharest relations.

In a meeting with the visiting Iranian Member of Parlia-

ment, Ms. Faezeh Hashemi, the two sides discussed pro-
motion of Tehran-Bucharest parliamentary ties, IRNA re-
ported.

Ms. Hashemi visited Romania to attend the 12th annual

gathering on people and religions sponsored by the com-
munity of Saint Egidio, an Italian-based Roman Catholic
foundation in cooperation with the Romanian Orthodox
Church.

Meanwhile, she held separate meetings with President

Emil Constantinescu, Parliament Speaker lon Diaconescu,
Foreign Minister Andrei Plesu, head of the National Olympic
Committee lon Tiriac, head of the Track and Field Federation
Balas Soter lolanda and head of the
mentary friendship group, Nicolae Gradinaru on the sidelines
of the gathering.

Iran-Romania parlia-

She invited several female deputies of the Romanian Par-

liament and members of the Iran-Romania parliamentary
friendship group to visit Iran.

be accepted at international
arena.”

“It is only then that we
can be hopeful of the world
peace. as long as a human
being continues to be humili-
ated in one corner of the
world, we can have no hope
on genuine peace,” he point-
ed out.

Khatami said that he is
certain that the two nations
of Iran and India in the
light of the determination of
governments of the coun-
tries can be effective in pro-
moting the cause of NAM.

On prospects of Tehran-
New Delhi relations, he said
that Iran and India can forge
excellent relations in ec-
onomic, technological, sci-
entific, political and cultural
fields. He also expressed the
hope that bilatera coop-
eration at regional and inter-

Stressing that just as the
era of dictatorship over na
tions has ended, the era of
international dictatorship has
ended as well, he said, “We
enter the 21st century with
the motto of ‘al human be-
ings are equal and peace is
desired by al’. It was in this
context that we proposed di-
alog among the nations and
hope that in the next century
weapons and killings will be
replaced with dialog and
friendship.”

President Mandela ex-
pressing concern over the
domination of the U.S. onin-
ternational order following
the collapse of bipolar world
order, said, “we must be
alert to find a practical solu-
tion to reject ideas of those
countries which wish to im-
pose their ideas on others.”

The South African pres-
ident also hoped that the
movement will work out a
formula to put an end to the
veto power by five perma
nent members of the United
Nations Security Council.

Welcoming the proposal,
the Iranian president said
that “taking away the veto
right from five countries will
be a manifestation of jus
tice.”

President Khatami head-
ing a high-ranking delega
tion arrived in the coasta
city of Durban Tuesday af-
ternoon.

The two-day summit of
the heads of state or govern-
ment representing  two-
thirds of the world's popula-
tion, opened a the Inter-
national Convention Center
in Durban on Wednesday by
President Nelson Mandela.

Some 50 heads or gov-
ernment are to discuss the
most pressing issues of the
Third World during the sum-
mit to find ways of leading it
to the 21st century.

shavebrought [ran, India closer

national levels as well asin
the United Nations will enter
apractical stage.

The Indian prime min-
ister said that the develop-
ments in Afghanistan is a
cause of concern for the New
Delhi government.

He added that it seems
there has been a shift in the
attitude of the U.S. towards
Iran, highlighting that “New
Delhi welcomes the
change.”

President Khatami said,
“the U.S. has treated Iran
very badly and till must
change its attitude drastically
so that problems will be
eliminated.”

He however said, “de-
tente is our principled policy
and we hope that the day
will come so that no country
will be hogtile towards an-
other country.”

Secretary General of the
United Nations Kufi Annan
as well as representatives
from G-8, the U.S, Britain
and France are adso  at-
tending the meeting which is
held every three years.

The summit followed the
two-day foreign ministerial
session which  debated and
streamlined proposals to be
put forward to the heads of
state for endorsement. Iran
chaired the political com-
mittee of the ministerial ses-
sion.

South African Foreign
Minister Alfred Nzo ad-
dressing the foreign  mini-
sterial session on Monday
urged the movement to be
“the moral edge of lead-

ership.” In his opening
speech Nzo said, “we must
continue to be the con-

science and champion of the
many voices of the weak and
powerless in defiance of the
dominant hegemony of the
strong and powerful.”

The Non-Aligned Move-
ment was formed 37 years
ago during the Cold War as
a counter-force to the U.S.
and the Soviet-led power
blocs.

With the fall of com-
munism and in the post-Cold
War ear the movement has
not lost its relevance and
continues to be the voice of
the developing countries.

EPCI deputy chief

A’ saein
g0l

Iranian gymnasts to attend
Asian gamesin Thailand

TEHRAN - Head of the Gymnastics Federation Hassan Ramezanpour,
said here Tuesday that a 6-man national gymnastic team will be dispatched
to the Asian gamesto be held in Thailand in December.

For better results and to elevate their readiness, the gymnasts will be sent
on a warm-up camp in Hungary in a near future and hold friendly contests
with Hungarian athletes there, he told IRNA.

Ramezanpour said that RIs 900 million worth of gymnastic equipment
and apparatuses were purchased from the Netherlands last year and distrib-
uted in various provinces.

| 1n South Africator NAM summ

Formed in 1961 with the
goal of uniting the Third
World  countries in their
struggle against imperialism
and colonialism and block-
ing the policies of the U.S.
and the Soviet Union, the
movement in the post-Cold
War erais striving for some
role in the world of global-
ization.

Issues on the agenda in-
clude reforming the United
Nations Security Council to
alow gresater role for the de-
veloping nations.

The NAM leaders seek
to give the movement the
needed momentum to oper-
ate more effectively as a
pressure lever within the
United Nations and the Se-
curity Council.

The agenda a so includes
ways of dealing with the
force of globalization, as
well as population, disease,
drugs, terrorism and environ-
ment.

The crisis in Af-
ghanistan, Kosovo, the Mid-
dle East and the total or
partia cancellation of the
debt of the poorest countries,
measures to halt prolife-
ration of nuclear weapons
and global financia crisis
are also on the agenda of the
summit.

Some NAM members
are also proposing formation
of aworld central  bank.

World economy
e

TEHRAN - Deputy head of the Export Promotion Center
of Iran (EPCI) Hussein Soltani here on Tuesday called for re-
moval of obstaclesimpeding export of non-oil commodities.

Talking to reporters on the occasion of National Export

Day,

Soltani cited lack of an active banking system, re-

strictive regulations and lack of a clear-cut and comprehensive

planning

for penetrating regional markets as among the

obstacles blocking export of non-oil goods.

He said the country’s economic rehabilitation plan gives
priority to export of goods and services.

He said that efforts should be made to increase the share

of Iraninworld trade.

The EPCI deputy chief also listed the share of various
goods in the items exported in the first four months of the
year (March 21-July 22) asfollows:

Chemical substances 14.8 percent, hand-woven carpets
14.4 pc, pistachio 9.6 pc, gases 4.8 pc, iron and steel 4.6 pc,
shoes and bags 3.7 pc, pickled hides 2.5 pc, garments 2.5 pc,
benzene two pc, plastic products two pc, fertilizers 1.7 pc, in-
testines 1.5 pc, pasta 1.5 pc, biscuits 1.5 pc, caviar 1.2 pc,
mogquette one pc, molybdenum one pc, wooden furniture 0.9
pc, chocolates 0.9 pc and fruit juice 0.9 pc.

Habibi congratulates Chinese,
Kyrgyz prime ministers

TEHRAN - First Vice
President Hassan Habibi
cabled on Tuesday two sep-
arate messages to Chinese
Prime Minister Zhu Rongji
and the Kyrgyz Prime Min-
ister, Jouma Aliyev, fe-
licitating them on the occa-
sion of their national days.

In his message to the

Chinese prime minister,
Habibi hoped for expansion
of an all-out cooperation
between the two countries.

In his second message
to the Kyrgyz prime min-
ister, Habibi wished suc-
cess and prosperity for him
and the people of Kyrgyz-
stan.

Ashura-3 war games begin
N Nnortheastern country

TORBAT-E JAM, Khor-
asan - The grand Ashura-3
military exercises started
here a 06:30 hours local
time (02:30 GMT) Wednes-
day, with participation of
over 70,000 troops from
ground and air forces of the
Islamic Revolution's Guards
Corps (IRGC) and in the
presence of the IRGC com-
mander, Mgjor Genera Ra-

him Safavi.The war games

being conducted in an area
of 600 sg. km, near Iranian
eastern border, was kicked
off with the code name ‘Ya
Zahra, the blessed daughter
of the holy Prophet of Islam,
Mohammad (peace be upon
him).

Speaking to IRNA prior
to the military exercise, Sa-
favi wished success for the
participating divisions and
units and might and prosper-
ity for the Islamic Republic
of Iran.

Safavi said that since the
end of the sacred defense
(1980-88) the officids of
the Idamic Iran under the
leadership of Ayatollah Ali
Khamenei, have been watch-
ing with care the movements
of the U.S.-led globa ar-

rogance.”Our armed forces

including the army and the
IRGC, as before, are ready

to help preserve a lasting
peace and stability in the
sensitive regions of the Per-
sian Gulf and Central Asia
and to encounter any threat
to Iran’'s security.”

The first phase of the
maneuver was carried out
successfully by the par-
ticipant troops who attained
al their pre-designed ob-

jectives.Airlift of personnel,

landing of paratroopers deep
inside the the hypothetical
enemy’s terrain, ar attacks
on enemy’s troop concentra-
tion centers and military
posts were conducted suc-
cessfully by the IRGC's air
forcejet fighters.

Deputy commander of
Nabi-Akram  headquarters
Brigadier General Hussein
Eslami said that the opera
tions conducted in the first
phase of the military ex-
ercises included jamming the
enemy’ s communication sys-
tem and attacking enemy’s
positions with heavy artillery
piecesand mortars.

After bombardment of
the enemy position, the par-
ticipating military units ad-
vanced to capture enemy
trenches, Elsami added.

Furthermore, the IRGC
units set up a 96-bed field
hospital on a 750 square me-
ter plot of land, composed of

14 large tents.
The hospitd is equipped
with different wards in-

cluding two surgery rooms, a
blood bank, general surgery
ward, dentistry and an in-
tensive care unit.

Some 27 ambulances are
stationed in the operationa
field to carry the injured from
the battlefronts to the field
hospital manned by 300
medical personnel.

Also spesking to IRNA,
deputy commander of the
IRGC' s ground forces, Brig-
adier General Mojtaba Ar-
gani referred to speed and
safety as two outstanding fea
tures of the Ashura3  war
games. Using dl facilities in-
cluding ral, ar and land

transportation means, the par-
ticipating troops were de-
ployed in the region in the
shortest possible time, Argani
said adding, rapid de
ployment operation in re
placing troops and equipment
were carried out in only 72
hours.

Argani said it was the
first time the IRGC's air
force had transported troops
and equipment to an opera
tional region

The preliminary phase of
the maneuver was launched
Tuesday in the operational
field in Torbat-e Jam. The
IRGC's Ashura-1 maneuver
was carried out in Saveh near
Tehran and the Ashura2 in
southern country.
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