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Iranian Navy starts military
exercises in Persian Gulf

BUSHEHR- Iran’s Navy on Wednesday staged amphibian military exercises
in the Persian Gulf employing tens of combat boats, missile launchers, per-

sonnel carriers, and marines.General Ali Razmjou of the Islamic Revolu- | N

tion's Guards Corps (IRGC) said the exercises are to improve IRGC's com-
bat readiness for coping with “any threat by the enemy, transfer military
skills to less experienced troops, as well as evaluate the reliability and com-
bat readiness of commanders, troops and hardware,” IRNA reported.

In related news, IRGC Commander General Rahim-Safavi said in Mash-

had, Khorasan Province of Iran Wednesday, that the IsSlamic

curity in the Persian Gulf, Central Asia and the Middle East.

President Khatami:

NAM , main grouping striv
dialog among civilization Ir

TEHRAN - President
Mohammad Khatami of Iran
addressing the afternoon ses-
sion on the first day of the
12th summit of the Non-
Aligned Movement (NAM)
in Durban, South Africa on
Wednesday expressed hope
that the last summit of the
113-nation movement in the
20th century, under the
chairmanship of President
Nelson Mandela will bring
significant benefits to the
members and the entire
world.

Addressing heads of
state, vice-presidents, prime
ministers and delegates of
the world's largest grouping,
the Iranian president added
that the astonishing develop-
ments in the final decades of
the 20th century have put an
end to polarization and are
leading the world towards
pluralism and emergence of
new economic, cultural and
political poles, IRNA re-
ported from Durban.

“The philosophy of the
Non-Aligned Movement till
survives, athough it requires
revision in order to be per-
fected,” President Khatami
said referring to the prin-
ciples of the movement
which was founded 37 years
ago during the Cold War era
as a counter-force to the heg-

Minister:

98 hospl

emony of the U.S. and the
former Soviet Union.

“There is real concern
that if such erroneous per-
ception of the 20th century
are not shattered, humanity
will not attain real peace
and freedom in the coming
millennium,” Khatami high-
lighted.

The president of the Is-
lamic Republic of Iran elud-
ing on the notion of peace,
said, “if we speak of peace
today, it is an armed peace,
which is neither a cause for
pride nor a source of hope.
such a peace is backed by
treaties and agreement based
on hegemonic tendencies of
certain powers in possession
of formidable arsenals.

“The theory that dom-
inated globa relationsin this
century has indeed been de-
feated and it has shown its
inability to raise the dignity
of mankind and lead to the
establishment of civil so-
ciety.”

Further in his speech, he
said the movement shoulders
a heavy responsibility in es-
tablishment of peace in 21st
century, a peace founded on
dialog among the civiliza-
tion.

“The  movement is
uniguein representing such a
multitude of civilizations,

talsto be

constructed all over Iran

ZANJAN - Minister of
Housing and Urban De-

velopment, Ali Abdol-
Alizadeh, has said here that
the country’s shortage of
hospital beds will be re-
moved once 98 under-
construction hospitals are
completed in 2002.

He said that out of RIs
170 billion budget ear-
marked for  construction
and completion of the hos-
pitals this year, Rls 110 bil-
lion has been spent.

Abdol-Alizadeh  said
that of the total number, 26
hospitals will  be com-
pleted and start offering
services to the public by
March 20, 1999, the end of
the current Iranian year.

He aso told reporters
that Rls 630 billion is pre-
dicted to be invested by the
Housing and Urban De-
velopment Ministry and the
private sector to improve
the traditional composition
of cities.

The minister said that
feasibility studies have
been carried out on 27 cit-
ies and the operations will
be carried out this year.

Abdol-Alizadeh re-
ferred to building apart-
ment complexes and in-
creasing the purchasing
power of people as a ne-

cessity.

At present 15,000 hous-
ing units are being con-
structed by the housing in-
vestment company, he said,
adding some 53,600 low-

cost houses are also being
constructed nationwide to
be rented out to the low-

income families, young
couplesin particular.

Republic of
Iran is now able to safeguard its own security as well as keep peace and se-
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cultures, languages, econom-
ic and political tendencies,
and thus is the greatest sin-
gle asset in forging a new
world based on dialog and
understanding,” he pointed
out.

The major trust of the
movement, which represents
two-thirds of the world's
population, must focus on
fostering self-respect among
nations and rejection of dom-
inating or being dominated,
he added.

President Khatami ex-
pressed hope that the move-
ment presents a solid in-
gtitution that strives for a
world of peace and security
in which humanity in its en-
tirety can take pride.

He added that the agenda
of the movement in the com-
ing century must be rejection
of hegemony and promoting
global democracy, equal
right of nations and rejection
of double standard in inter-
national relations.

“It is only through these
principles that we can pro-
mote dialog as the real foun-
dation of true peace in the
world of tomorrow and find
the proper course of action,”
Khatami deduced.

He also urged the move-
ment to promote both south-
south and north-south di-
aog.

On the issue of Palestine,
he described the denia of
the basic rights of the true
owners of Palestine, as “a
blot of shame on the 20th
century.”

On the crisis in the war-
torn Afghanistan, the ethnic
cleansing, massacre of ci-
vilians, denial of basic rights
of women and production
and trafficking of illegal
drugs, he said, “the alarming
situation calls for condemna-
tion of the behavior of the
warmongering party.”

President Khatami de-
scribed the situation in the
war-torn  Afghanistan as

alarming and tragic.

He said, “the tragedy of
Afghanistan which is ever
worsening these days, is a
cause of aarm.”

On responsibility of 113
member-nation  movement
towards easing the situation
in Afghanistan, he said, “the
least thevictimized peo-
ple of Afghanistan can ex-
pect from our gathering to-
day is the unequivocal
condemnation of this be-
havior, coupled with the ex-
ertion of pressure on the
war-mongering party in or-
der to bring it to accept an
immediate cease-fire and en-
gage in unconditional peace
negotiations with a view to
establishing a broad-based
government in Afghanistan

without ~ foreign inter-
ference.”

He stressed that “it is the
only way through these

measures that the people of
Afghanistan can freely ex-
ercise their rights to
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choose.”

He said the world com-
munity should force the war-
monger to accept an immedi-
ate cease-fire and engage in
unconditional peace nego-
tiations to establish a broad-
based government.

Turning to another crisis
spot, Kosovo, he called on
the Yugoslav government to
accept fundamental reforms
in order to guarantee al ba
sic freedoms and ensure po-
litical, socia and religious
rights of citizens.

NAM should condemn
the violation of human rights
in Kosovo and force the Y u-
goslav government to cease
the use of violence against
ethnic Albanians.

In his closing statement
President Khatami expressed
hope that NAM members
within the framework of in-
ternational laws “transform
hostility and vindictiveness
into cooperation and friend-
ship.”

Iran, Germany to expand
housing cooperation

TEHRAN- The Deputy Housing and Urban Development Minister of
Iran Piruz Hanachi and German Deputy Minister of Regiona Planning, Con-
struction and Urban Development Joachim Guenter met and conferred in
Bonn on Wednesday.

The two sides at the meeting explored ways of improving mutual coop-
eration, making use of research and education facilities and transfer of ex-
pertise in the field of house building, IRNA reported from Bonn.

Hanachi, heading a delegation, has arrived in Germany to hold talks with
German officials and inspect German housing industries and machinery.

They inspected on Wednesday the glass and construction machinery fair
set up in Germany.

Iran calls for release of
al hostages by Taliban

TEHRAN - Foreign
Ministry spokesman Mah-
moud Mohammadi, Thurs-
day called for release of all
Iranian nationals taken hos-
tage by the Taliban in Af-
ghanistan but at the same
time welcomed release of
any one of the hostages.

Mohammadi made the
cal following the recent an-
nouncement by the Taliban
that they are ready to release
three Iranian truck drivers,
IRNA reported.

Terming the move as
“insufficient”, Mohammadi
caled for immediate release
of al Iranian nationals, in-
cluding diplomats, drivers,
relief workers and cor-
respondent.

Eleven Iranian diplomats
and bureau chief of the Is-
lamic Republic News Agen-
cy (IRNA) were abducted by
the Taliban in Mazar-i Shar-
if, in north of Afghanistan,
on August 8 when they cap-
tured the city.

Mohammadi, however
said, “we welcome rel ease of
any one of the Iranian hos-

tries.

last year.

Greek foreign minister
tovisit [ran

TEHRAN- Greek Foreign Minister Theodoros Pangalos will pay a 2-day officia visit
to Tehran next week for talks with his Iranian counterpart Kamal Kharrazi and other Ira-
nian officials aimed at bolstering the already strong Greek-Iranian relations.

Pangalos will also participate in the tripartite meeting of the foreign ministers of Ar-
menia, Greece and Iran in Tehran to boost regiona cooperation between the three coun-

Iranian diplomatic sources in Athens told IRNA that the Tehran meeting between the
three foreign ministers was “very significant.”
The three countries are expected to sign a number of agreements to push forward ec-
onomic cooperation among them.
The Tehran meeting between the foreign ministers of Armenia, Greece and Iran
would be third of its kind. The first meeting was held in Tehran and the second in Athens

A large number of Greek journalists and Athens-based foreign correspondents are ex-
pected to accompany Pangalos on hisvisit to Tehran, asign that the Greek side considers
the trip as an important event.

The Secretary General of the Greek Foreign Ministry Pavlios Apostolidis will visit
Tehran next Sunday to prepare the ground for the tripartite meeting.

Oil Ministry optimistic  Cuban sport delegation
about oil projects

TEHRAN- Deputy Oil
Minister for Internationa
Affairs Mehdi Hosseini said
here on Wednesday that for-
eign companies attending a
seminar in London in July
expressed great interest in
buy-back based projects in
Iranian oil and gas, calling
them as “tender offers of the
century.”

Hosseini told the open-
ing session of a seminar on
buy-back based projects by
the Nationa Iranian Oil
Company (NIOC) that since
convention of the London
session more than 80 com-
panies, including three
American and eight Iranian,

400 Egyptian firmsto participate
In EQyptian trade fair in Tehran

ATHENS- The first-ever
Egyptian trade fair in Iran

will be held in Tehran next
October, Cairo daly Al-
Wafd has reported.

Egypt's Minister for
Trade and Supply Ahmed
a-Guweili has given the
green light to organize the
fair in which 400 Egyptian
firms are  expected to dis-
play their products, IRNA
reported from Athens.

The fair is being or-
ganized by Egyptian busi-
nessman Marsi - a-Adham.

The study show that the
Iranian market is in need of
rice, sugar, cotton, oil, bar-
ley, printing material and
tourist items, the daily said.

The landmark exhibition
offers the opportunity to
businessmen in  both coun-
tries to promote economic
cooperation, said the study.

Tehran to host
3 artsfestivals

TEHRAN- lran’s Cul-
ture and Islamic Guidance
Ministry is to organize
three arts festivalsin Tehran
from September 15 until
October 16, a ministry of-
ficial Morteza Kazemi has
said.

The festivals consist of
the 11th youth festival of
visual arts, the seventh
Tehran international puppet
show, and Tehran biennial

photo exhibition. Vietnam is
among the participating
countries in the puppet
show festival, IRNA re-
ported.

The puppet shows will
also be offered to the public
at open spaces in addition to
their staging at halls.

Also photos of more
than 1,240 photographers
from 59 countries are to be
displayed at the festival.
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have expressed interest in
the projects, IRNA reported.

Hosseini said the on-
going seminar is held to
make optimum use of Ira
nian companies potential in
implementation of the buy-
back based projects in-

dependently or in coop-
eration with foreign com-
panies.

The official referred to
the two percent annual
growth predicted in demand
for crude, adding that the
jump would translate into a
consumption growth of 30
million barrels in the next
two decades.

Stating that investments

in the small and expensive
fields has been stopped due
to low price of oil and that
the growth of investment in
the non-OPEC states' oil
fields will be negative or lin-
ear at best, the official added
that only countries such as
Persian Gulf littoral states
membering OPEC, which
have big reserves and have
low production costs, aong
with a few other countries
would benefit from growth
in oil demand.

Therefore, he com-
mented, the Islamic would
maintain its status as one of
the maor oil producers in
theworld.

to arriven [ran soon

TEHRAN - The outgoing Iranian Ambassador to cuba
Masoud Edrissi met the Cuban Vice President and head of the
country’s Olympic Committee Ramon Fernandez in Havana

Wednesday.

Referring to the friendly ties between the two countries
and the existence of suitable grounds for cooperation in sports
and bio-technology, the Iranian ambassador called for further
expansion of bilateral cooperation, IRNA reported from New
York. Expressing satisfaction with the growing ties between
the two countries, Fernandez said that the increasing athletic
cooperation is an indication of goodwill shown by the two
countries for broadening of bilateral relations.

The Cuban vice president also thanked the Iranian am-
bassador for his efforts to promote bilateral ties during his
tenure in Havana and wished him success in his future mis-
sions. Under an agreement signed by the two countries, a Cu-
ban sport delegation comprising coaches and experts will
leave for Tehran soon to exchange sports experiences with

Iranian sports officials.

The delegation will help Iranian athletes to prepare for the
upcoming Asian gamesin Thailand.

Country's port, ety capacity surpasses comestic nesg

TEHRAN - Capacity of
Iran’s ports and jetties are
more than current domestic
needs, Road and Trans
portation Minister Mahmoud
Hojjati said here Wednes-
day.
However, the minister
said, they should be
equipped according to the in-
ternational standards to host

modern ships, IRNA re
ported.
Speaking to reporters,

Hojjati said that the only
problem regarding ports and
jetties in the country is that
they are scattered in various
parts of Iran and that no due
attention is being paid to the

Refsanjani visits o

TEHRAN- Chairman of
the Expediency Council of
the Islamic Republic of
Iran Ayatollah Akbar Ha-
shemi Raf sanjani on
Wednesday visited the re-
search center of the oil in-
dustry in Tehran.

According to the coun-
cil’s public relations, the
Expediency Council is due
to draw up general strat-
egies for oil and gas sector,

needs of each region.

At present, he said, due
to an increase in the volume
of goods transited via Iran,
northern Iranian ports are un-
able to render proper ser-
vices and facilities pro-
portionate to the demands.

He added with the com-
pletion of the new projects
for development of Bandar
Anzdi, Noshahr and Fe-
reidoon-Kenar ports, the ca
pacity of the northern ports
will increase to 20 million
tons in future from 2 million
tons at present.

As for the aviation in-
dustry, he said that athough
the number of airports across

IRNA reported.

The research center of
the oil industry has
launched 660 research stud-
ies, over 340 of which have
been compl eted.

Addressing the staff of
the research center, Raf-
sanjani said it is lran's
right to be one of the major
scientific and industrial
centers in oil and gas sec-
tor. He said the research

the country surpasses the do-
mestic needs, some 60 other
airports will start operation
in the next two years.

As for ar space facil-
ities, he said that the airspace
is a highway and investment
has been made to install spe-
cific aviation systems.

As for the problems fac-
ing domestic aviation in-
dustry, Hojjati said that the
limited number of airplanes
is the main problem of the
aviation industry in Iran.
Moreover, the aging planes
have reduced the pro-
ductivity of the fleet.

Studies are underway to
equip the aviation industry

Incustry research center

center in Tehran should set
up relations with the global
research centers to gain ac-
cess to modern technology
for optimum utilization of
the gas and oil resources.

Stating that just fo-
cusing on the upstream in-
dustry is not sufficient,
Rafsanjani said that re-
searches should expand to
projects in the downstream
industry.

with new plans by pur-
chasing either new or second
hand western planes and
Russian-made Topolov-204
aircraft.

He said that making air
fairs more reasonable, will
help the country’s aviation
industry to meet its financial
needs.

Iran’s aviation industry
will use Topolov-204 air-
planes from October, he add-
ed. As for road networks in
Iran, the minister of road and
transportation said that about
10,000 km of roads are un-
der construction across the
country and this requires an
increase in the allocated bud-
get for road construction.

As for railways, he said
that at present there are
about 800 wagons in use, a
number of which should be
replaced with new ones.

Iran has purchased 300
new wagons which will be
delivered gradualy, said the
minister, adding the loco-
motives need renovating.

According to Hojjati,
Iran has purchased loco-
motives from a Western
country but the country re-
frains from delivering them
to Iran due to the U.S. sanc-
tion threats.

tages.”

Meanwhile, Iran on
Wednesday expressed con-
cern over the irresponsible
statements made by Taliban
leaders on the whereabouts
of Iranian nationals abducted
by the group in Afghanistan
and called for dispatch of a
U.N. fact-finding delegation
to the country.

Iran’s representative to
the U.N., Mohammad Hadi
Nejad-Husseinian, in a letter
to the U.N. Secretary Gener-
al, Kofi Annan, voiced the
deep concern of the Iranian
government over contra
dictory reports from Af-
ghanistan and the region on
the whereabouts of the Ira
nian diplomats and cor-
respondent.

In his letter, Nejad-
Husseinian described the in-
terview with the BBC on
August 31 of Mullah Mo-
hammad Omar as the most
worrisome of the reports in
which he made a short hint
about the Iranian diplomats
saying Taliban militia might
have killed them without in-
formation of their leaders.

The statement quoted
from the Taliban leader is
very irresponsible and in-
dicates that the Iranian na-
tionals are possibly in real
danger, he pointed out.

Nejad-Husseinian added
in his letter that following
last week’s consultations

with the U.N. envoy in Af-
ghanistan and the U.N. un-
dersecretary for political af-
fairs on dispatch of a fact-
finding mission to Af-
ghanistan to get information
on the whereabouts of the
Iranian nationals there and
following Iran’s broad dip-
lomatic consultations in the
region, the region warmly
welcomed dispatch to Af-
ghanistan of such a delega
tion.

He also mentioned the
U.N. Security Council res-
olution 1193 issued on Au-
gust 28 which condemned
the recent capture by the Tal-
iban of the Iranian consulate
genera in Mazar-i  Sharif
and demanded that all par-
ties, particularly the Tdiban,
do everything to ensure safe
passage out of the country
for the consulate staff and
other missing lranian na
tionals.

He added that contra-
dictory and worrisome re-
ports on the topic make the
issue more urgent and urged
Annan to dispatch a fact-

finding  mission to Af-
ghanistan.
The lIranian  envoy

stressed that cooperation and
good will of the relevant par-
ties will help the fact-finding
mission to settle the issue
and prevent the current situa-
tion from becoming further
complicated.

[ran, Nigeria seek expansion
of trade cooperation

TEHRAN - A high-
ranking delegation from Ni-
geria's Strategic Studies In-
dtitute and head of Iran's
Chamber of Commerce, In-
dustries and Mines Ali-Nagi
Khamoushi in a meeting
here on Tuesday discussed
expansion of economic and
trade cooperation between
Iran and Nigeria.

Outlining the Iranian
chamber’'s activities, Kha
moushi said the chamber has
more than 30 branch offices
in Iranian cities and has links
with chambers of other coun-
tries as well as international
organizations, IRNA re
ported.

Referring to the fact that
70 percent of the country’s
foreign exchange earnings
come from oil exports, Kha
moushi said that in view of

limited foreign exchange re-
sources, Iranian economy is
a controlled liberal one. He
added that such controls will
decrease with greater in-
volvement of the private sec-
tor in economic activities.

He said the Iranian gov-
ernment controls foreign ex-
change dealing because of
the country’s limited hard
currency sources and the
problems left from the Iraqi-
imposed war.

Head of the Nigerian del-
egation Osgjie expressed re-
gret that the volume of trade
exchanges between the two
countries stood at zero and
every year only a few thou-
sands dollars worth of car-
pets, foodstuffs and gar-
ments are exported by Iran
to Nigeria.

834 telecommunication
Drojects come on stream

MASHHAD, Khorasan -
Some 834 telecommunication
projects became operationa
across the country during the
government  week (Aug. 24-
30), it was announced here
Tuesday.

Speaking at the opening
ceremony for 68  tele
communication projects  in
Mashhad, the Minister of Post,
Telegraph and Telephone, Mo-
hammad Reza Aref said some
112 postal projects dso came
on stream in different parts of
the country during the said pe-
riod, IRNA reported.

According to Aref, 135 hil-
lion rials has been spent for im-
plementation of the tde
communication  projects in
Mashhad. He dtressed that
more attention should be paid
to this northeastern province
due to its religious standing,
geographica location as well
as its proximity to the Central
Asian countries.

It is expected that in the
Third Five-Year Development
Pan every village with more
than 20 families will be pro-
vided with telecommunication
facilities, Aref added.

Managing Director  of

Khorasan Telecommunication
Company, Hussein  Pah-
levanian, in areport to the min-
iser sad tha five tee
communication  projects in
Mashhad, Torbat-e Jam, Sa
rakhs and Ferdos and five oth-
er projectsin Birjand, Esfaraen
and Sabzevar have become op-
erational during the govern-
ment week.

Meanwhile, according to
Deputy PTT Minister Nas
rollah Jahangard, tele-
communication facilities will
be provided for 2,200 villages
throughout the country by
March 20, 1999.

Speaking to IRNA &fter in-
augurating six tele-
communication projectsin the
northeastern Province of Sem-
nan, he said that some 20,000
villages each with a popula
tion of more than 100 people,
will join the country’s tee
communication network by the
end of the Second Develop-
ment Plan.

Some 16,800 out of the
country’s 38,000 villages, with
more than 100 inhabitants
have so far been equipped with
telecommunication  facilities,
Jahangard said.
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