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Government to submit budget

supplementary bill to Malis "N

TEHRAN - The government is in the process of preparing a budget sup-
plementary bill which will be submitted to the Majlis, Minister of Post, Tele-

graph and Telephone, Mohammad Reza Aref said.

He said the 1377 budget deficit, estimated to be Rls 2,300 billion, isto be
covered by RIs 1,300 billion in expenditure cuts and Rls 1,000 hillion by the

budget supplementary bill.
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New head coach appointed for
national soccer team

TEHRAN - Mansour Pour-Heidari has been appointed the head coach of
the Iranian national soccer team replacing Jalal Talebi who was at the helms
of the Iranian team during the 1998 World Cup gamesin France.

The announcement was made by the Soccer Federation on Saturday .

Pour-Heidri currently coaches Shiraz Fajr-e Sepas soccer club.
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TEHRAN - The Leader
of the Islamic Revolution,
Ayatollah Ali  Khamenei,
here Thursday elaborated on
different aspects of freedom
as a divine and Islamic con-
cept, and further caled on
the educated youth to try to
make up for the back-
wardness imposed on the na-
tion during past era of ty-
rannical regimes.

Paying a surprise visit to
a gathering of students at the
Tarbiat-e Modarres  Uni-
versity, the Leader said the
raising of the issue of free-
dom in the country’s pressis
something “auspicious’
helping to deepen the culture
of the revolution, IRNA re-
ported.

While focusing on the is-
sue of freedom, one should
safeguard the independence
which is another motto of
the Islamic Revolution, the
Leader said.

Cautioning against copy-
ing other's models of free-
dom, the Leader said that if
the Western line of thinking
becomes the model, “we
should expect bitter results.”

Ayatollah Khamenei
highlighted the common de-
nominator of the Western
influenced and those with
reservations about freedoms
both intending to separate
freedom from sphere of Is-
lamic principles.

“One group keeps quot-
ing philosophers of the last

President:

few centuries to portray free-
dom as a gift of the West,”
the Leader said, adding that
the other group includes
those who eguate freedom
with abandoning religion.

This is despite the fact
that “proper and rational
freedom” is the most im-
portant gift of the religion to
the society, because it is the
freedom that spurs growth of
thoughts and the blossoming
of talents which undermine
tyranny, the Leader added.

The Leader said that the
Islamic concept of freedom
is far superior to that pro-
moted by the West, adding
that in Islam, freedom is the
most precious of human
rights, and it's considered to
be on the same level as the
right to life.

Therefore, the Leader
said, “in Idamic lran, we
should think independently
and rely on our Islamic
sources.” Regrettably, this
fact is neglected by media
think-tanks, he added.

The Leader went on to
say that in Islam freedom
brings responsibility whilein
Western outlook freedom
and responsibility are di-
verging concepts.

The Leader stressed that
freedom should not be mis-
used, further rejecting the
notion that press freedom is
something attained recently.
“The press has had freedom
over the past years as well,

being able to even opine
about the revolution’s prin-
ciples” Ayatollah Kha
menei added.

Referring to the 7th
presidential  elections last
year, the Leader said that
“some with stained past
records’ have tried to por-
tray the 30-million turnout
as something other than a
manifestation of people’'s
support for the system.

Continuing on the issue
of freedom, Ayatollah Kha-
menei caled as wrong the
reservations by some that

Khatami:

extended exercise of free-
doms harms the freedom it-
self, adding that it is most de-
sirable to fully exercise this
divine right.

The Leader also referred
to the upcoming election for
the Experts Assembly, dlated
for October 23, and said that
the election is an important
event in the lslamic Iran

Calling on the people and
especialy the youth to take
part in the election, the Lead-
er said that the event can be-
come “a national maneuver
vis-a-visforeign enemies.”

TEHRAN - Foreign Min-
ister Kamal Kharrazi here
Saturday termed Iran’'s role
as vital in settlement of dis-
putes among various coun-
triesaswell asin approval of
the articles of the final docu-
ment of the 12th Non-
Aligned Movement (nam)

summit, held in Durban,
South  Africa, IRNA re-
ported.

He made the remark at
Tehran’'s Mehrabad airport
after returning  from Dur-
ban.

He stressed that one of
the articles of final document
of the summit stressed re-
lease of the lranian dip-
lomats and nationals kid-
napped by the Taliban.

11 Iranian diplomats and
the bureau chief of the Is
lamic Republic News Agen-
cy (IRNA) were abducted by

the Taliban on August 8,
when they captured Mazar-i
Sharif in  northern  Af-
ghanistan.

Kharrazi added that dur-
ing his meeting with the
U.N. Secretary General Kofi
Annan, he caled for dis
patch of a fact-finding team
to verify the claims by Tal-
iban on fate of the Iranian
captives.

Presence of President
Mohammad Khatami, as the
current chairman of the Or-
ganization of the Islamic
Conference, in the NAM
summit was significant, he
noted.

Critical situation in Af-
ghanistan, and major issues
including human rights, dis-
amament and  terrorism
were stressed in the final
document, he stressed.

The Idlamic Republic of

NAM countries need to
work more for solid unity

TEHRAN - President
Mohammad Khatami told
IRNA upon return home
Thursday night from the
12th assembly of the 113-
country NAM summit in
Durban, South Africa, that
he assessed his visit as ‘con-
structive'.

The executive chief add-
ed that if there exists con-
currence of opinion and
thought between the in-
fluential member countries
of NAM, then something
practical and positive can be

Freedom, laws each
other’ srequisites

TEHRAN - President
Mohammad Khatami here
on Saturday issued a state-
ment condemning the assault
on Minister of Culture and
Islamic Guidance Ataollah
Mohajerani and Vice
President Abdullah Nouri on
Friday.

Stating that freedom and
laws are each other's reg-
uisites, the president stated
that a price has to be paid for
preservation of freedoms
within the boundaries of the
law. The most obvious of the
prices, it added, is to tolerate
criticisms and to welcome
expression of variety of
opinions in the society,
IRNA reported.

Khatami expressed dis-
dain for resorting to violence
to oppose laws and to violate
freedoms, further caling on
authorities to show little tol-
erance for “ugly acts of a
few who adamantly oppose
institutionalization of lawsin
the society and prevaence of
freedom and justice, and the
lawbreakers who for being
ignorant or having certain
motives only understand lan-
guage of force.

“I call on the information
and interior ministries to
take necessary measures to
address the issue and to desal
fundamentally with such
willful acts and ugly vi-
olence and behavior, and to
expeditiously identify and
per laws dea with the ele-
ments attacking Mr. Nouri
and Mohgerani who are
amongst the most precious

persondlities of the revolu-
tion and country.”

In conclusion, the pres-
ident expressed hope that the
judiciary, “which has the
grave responsibility of safe-
guarding the security and or-
der,” to cooperate with rel-
evant authorities and “to
fulfill the rights of a society
which seeks security and
freedom to reach prosper-
ity.”

The Expediency Council
in a meeting chaired by Ak-
bar Hashemi Rafsanjani Sat-
urday condemned the attacks
on Mohgjerani and Nouri.

Denouncing the act of vi-
olence, the council called on
relevant authorities to pursue
the case and prosecute those
responsible for the attack.

Meanwhile, Tehran's
Justice Department on Sat-
urday announced its readi-
ness to prosecute those at-
tacking two members of the

Oil minister:

cabinet ministers on Friday.

In a statement issued in
this connection, the Justice
Department of Tehran
caled on security officials
and law enforcement per-
sonndl to identify and arrest
those behind the attacks.

Nouri and Mohajerani, in
two separate events on Fri-
day were assaulted by
groups of unidentified peo-
ple.

They were beaten up by
the groups when attending a
funeral  ceremony for 700
martyrs of the sacred defense
(1980-88 war), held after the
Friday prayers.

Both officials were re-
ported to be in good condi-
tion. Security and law en-
forcement authorities are
investigating the incident.

An official a the In-
formation Ministry  con-
demned the attacks and se-
verely warned those who

achieved in the world.

Referring to differences
of views of NAM members,
President Khatami remarked
“the twentieth century ex-
perience has been bitter ex-
perience and that if con-
currence, coordination and
solidarity could be achieved
in the twenty first century
between NAM members,
then we can be optimistic
about something positive to
emerge.”

The Iranian president
then said circumstances have

changed and that NAM
countries and other nations
around the world are trying
to adjust themselves with
new reglities.

“The countries of the
West, particularly the United
States has been, until today,
trying to impose its guar-
dianship over countries of
the East, regarded as an in-
appropriate measure,” point-
ed out Khatami.

“However, these coun-
tries have been awakened to
this fact and that they be-

ranian musical group
Wins Greek prase

TEHRAN - The mu-
nicipality of the Greek island
of Lefkada which recently
organized an international
folklore festiva  heaped
praise on the Iranian musical
group ‘Abidar’ for its per-
formance.

“The traditional dance,
songs and music and the rich
atire of  your group not
only impressed the public
but also contributed in up-
grading the level of the fes-
tival,” noted the cultura cen-
ter of the municipality of
Lefkada in a letter addressed
to Iran’s cultural  center in
Athens, IRNA reported from
the Greek capital.

The 32-member Iranian
musical group had participat-
ed in the 36th international
folklore festival of Lefkada
last August.

The letter expressed deep

Presance of ranian contractorsin
world markets, amust

TEHRAN - Oil Minister
Bijan Namdar-Zanganeh ad-
dressing a seminar on buy-
back based projects by the
National Iranian Oil Com-
pany (NIOC) said that the
Iranian oil and gas contrac-
tors through their participa-

TEHRAN - First Vice-President Hassan Habibi on Sat-
urday inaugurated an exhibit of the country’s cooperatives.

Besides displaying some of the products of the coop-
eratives, the fair features a photo exhibit of the activities of
the economic entities throughout the country.

During the course of the visit, Habibi symbolicaly in-
augurated 450 cooperatives throughout the country simultane-
ously by switching on lights on a map marking their locations.

The new cooperatives were established with total initial
capital of Rls 318,373 million and with 59,174 members.

Of the said cooperatives, 173 are active in agriculture, 135
in industries, 56 in service sector, 56 in transportation, 47 in

consumer products, 15 in mines, 12 in hand-woven carpet in-
dustry, 11 in the housing sector and six are multi-purpose.
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tion in implementation of
buy-back based projects
would be able to prove their
proper presence in the world
markets for exporting tech-
nical and engineering ser-
vices.

Saying that the Iranian
contractors and overseas in-
vestors would also be able
to participate jointly in im-
plementation of expansion
of oil and gas projects, he
added that this measure will
create jobs and increase pro-
duction, in addition to pre-
paring grounds for the trans-
fer of oil and gas
technology from abroad. On
implementation of the pro-
jects, Zanganeh stated that
al projects will be imple-
mented on buy-back base
and that the Iranian contrac-
tors need to have partners
from abroad in order to ful-
fil their financial powers
aimed at undertaking the
projects.

Underlining the need for
developing the country’s
gas resources in order to
meet demands, he said that
proper investments are nec-
essary to make a suitable

exploration of the gas fields.
The two-day seminar on
buy-back based projects by
NIOC concluded its work
on Thursday evening.

thanks of the Lefkada Mu-
nicipality for “the excellent
performance”’ of Abidar and
looked forward for more
cooperation and participation
from musical groups from
the Islamic Republic.

Lefkada is a Greek is
land in the lonian Sea in
western Greece.

Austriawl|

TEHRAN - President of
Austria's Chamber of Com-
merce Leopold Maderthaner
in Tehran on Saturday held
talks with head of Iranian
Chamber of Commerce Al-
inaghi Khamoushi on ways
to launch joint venture pro-
jects.

Maderthaner said Iran is
an important market and the
Austrian oil firms are ready
toinvest in Iranian oil sector.

He said the Austrian
firms have launched studies
on the quality of the Iranian
crude oil and are ready to set
up plant in Iran to de
sulfurize oil to be more ec-
onomical on consumer mar-
kets.

He said, “many Austrian
firms are interested in buy-
ing Iranian goods and this
serves as a breakthrough in
developing relations between

Women, non-clerics can
run for Experts Assembly

TEHRAN - The spokesman for the Council of Guardians
said there is no legal restrictions on candidacy of women and
non-clerics for the forthcoming elections of the Assembly of

Experts.

Ayatollah Mohammad Emami Kashani said that can-
didates, either clergy or non-cleric, can run for the Assembly

of Experts provided

that their qualifications are confirmed

according to the provisions stipulated in the law, IRNA re-

ported.

The spokesman added that according to article 108 of the
congtitution, the Assembly of Experts defines necessary qual-
ifications for the nominees while jurisprudents of the Council
of Guardians have the task of confirming eligibility of the can-
didates. Having a good reputation religiously and ethically,
possessing knowledge of jurisprudence issues, political and
social insight, faithin Islamic Republic system aswell as lack
of ill records politically and socially are among the required
qualifications for the candidates, he said.

The Guardians Council spokesman stressed that people
should be reminded of the importance of the election by the

mass media.

He said there is no obstacle in the way of public participa-
tion in the election, adding that various strata of people can

vote for their favorite candidates.

lieve that measures needed
to be taken in the direction
of achieving concrete sol-
idarity among NAM mem-
bers,” the current president
of OIC highlighted.

The lranian president
then further highlighted that
“there exists afirmer solidar-
ity and concordance among
the members of the OIC and
that differences remain at
minimal among member
countries.”

Khatami added, “mem-
ber states of the movement
still have a long way to go
before  their  eventualy
reaching this goals.

He said the non-aligned
summit in Durban earlier
this week had condemned
the suppressive operations of
the Zionist regime and
stressed the urgency for rec-
ognizing the rights of the
Palestinians. It had also con-
demned the ondaught of
merciless massacres of de-
fenseless and innocent peo-
ple in Afghanistan and the
abduction of 11 Iranian dip-
lomats by Taliban militia.

“The NAM  summit
asked for the immediate and
unconditional release of the
Iranian diplomats,” Khatami
stated.

[ ]
the twoguntri es.”

Maderthaner said the two
countries chambers of com-
merce should work to build
trade balance between Teh-
ran and Vienna.

Khamoushi said the two
chambers are required to
form a joint committee to
study how to develop trade
and economic cooperation
between Iran and Austria.

The Iranian official gave
aproposa on launching joint
ventures for production of
spare parts for motor cars,
medium and small in-
dustries.

Maderthaner, in his one
day visit of Isfahan on Fri-
day, called for expansion of
economic ties between his
country and Iran.

He told IRNA, “Austria
as the current chairman of
the European Union (EU)
can be instrumenta in
strengthening  commercial
and industrial trade between
Iran and EU.”

Maderthaner also lauded
the socio-economic develop-
ment in the historical and in-
dustrial city of Isfahan.

He added, “during our
three-day visit of Iran, we
will meet with ministers of
economy and finance, in-
dustry, commerce, energy as
well as the head of Iran's
Chamber of Commerce, the
head of the High Council of
Commercial-Economic Free
Trade Zones (FTZ), Bu-
shehr's governor-genera
and several Iranian business-
men.”

The head of the Austrian
Chamber of Commerce add-
ed that Austria has sig-
nificant expertise in various
fields including vehicle man-
ufacturing, industries and
mines, dam construction,
transportation, railways, hos-
pital and power generator
construction and environ-

toInvest In

Iran called for complete and
comprehensive nuclear dis-
armament and appealed to
the international community
to combat terrorism, the Ira
nian foreign minister added.

He further stated that
Iran also stressed countering
extraterritorial  laws and
called for lifting of unilateral
sanctions on one country by
another.

Cultural dialog among
different civilizations were
also welcomed by the NAM
member states and was
stressed in the fina docu-
ment, he added.

In his meeting with the
U.N. secretary genera  in
Durban on Friday, Kharrazi
asked Annan to send a fact-
finding team to Afghanistan
to find out about the fate of
the kidnapped Iranian na
tionals.

Kharrazi discussed the
critical  situation in  Af-
ghanistan and the  fate of
several dozens of lranians
who were captured on Au-
gust 8 by the Taliban militia
when they took over the
northern Afghan city of Ma-
zar-i Sharif and the Iranian
consulate.

The Iranian foreign min-
ister told Annan that the

news of the last few days
are extremely alarming.

Speaking after the meet-
ing, Kharrazi said that An-
nan promised to work close-
ly with Iran over the issue
and make arrangements for
the immediate dispatch of
the team.

Kharrazi  stressed  that
Taliban bear full re
sponsibility for the safety of
Iranian diplomats and the
journalist aswell asall other
Iranian nationals.

The U.N. Security Coun-
cil in a strongly-worded res-
olution last week demanded
safe return of Iranian hos-
tagesto Iran.

Kharrazi, aluding to the
depth and intensity of the
Afghan crisis stated that eth-
nic cleansing and horrifying
news of massacre of eth-
nic group, particularly the
Shiites are now reaching the
outside world.

He said the Taliban are
defaming Islam, adding that
the group has dwarfed the
crimes committed by the
Serbs against Bosnian Mus-
lims. Annan assured Khar-
razi that U.N. will do every-
thing possible to prevent
further crisis and defuse ten-
sionin that country.

Armenia, Greece, Iran
sign agreement
to expand cooperation

TEHRAN - Armenia, Greece and Iran Thursday inked
amemorandum in Athens to promote economic, industrial
and technology cooperation between the three countries.

The agreement was signed after the first meeting of
the tripartite industrial, technology and economy com-
mittee between Armenia, Greece and Iran, IRNA reported

from Athens.

It was signed, following two days of discussions, on
behalf of Greece by Vassilis Kanelakis, secretary general
of the Economy Ministry, on behalf of Armenia by Yuri
Gasparian deputy minister for industry and trade, and by
Mehdi Khandagabadi, Iran’s ambassador to Athens, on

behalf of the Islamic Republic.

The three countries in December, 1997, signed a
memorandum of understanding providing for establish-
ment of four committees to promote economic and trade
cooperation following a tripartite meeting of the re-
spective foreign ministersin Athens.

The first committee is in the sector of transport, postal
services and telecommunications, the second in tourism,
the third in industry, technology and economy and the

fourth in the energy sector.

Meanwhile, the foreign ministers of Armenia, Greece
and Iran are to hold a joint meeting in Tehran next week
to promote regional cooperation.

It would be the third joint meeting between the foreign

ministers of the three countries.

ranian o

mental protection.

He further said that a
draft agreement to produce
electrical  switches in the
‘Chahbahar’ FTZ, is ex-
pected to be ratified in this
trip.

The Austrian delegation
will also participate in the
seminar ‘design and man-
ufacturing of auto spare-
parts' to be held with coop-
eration of the Ministry of In-
dustries.

Maderthaner  who s
heading an economic and
trade delegation consisting
of directors and repre-
sentatives of 47 Austrian in-
dustrial, commercia and
banking officials arrived in
iran Friday.

Prior to his departure for
Iran, the Austrian official
met and conferred  with
Iran’'s Ambassador to Vien-
na Mehdi Mohtashami on
the outlooks of the economic
and industria relations be-
tween the two countries.

According to a statement
issued by the lranian em-
bassy, Mohtashami in the
meeting elaborated on the
economic policies of the Ira-
nian government while de-
scribing the current trend of
political and economic coop-
eration between Iran and

Sector

Austria as “ satisfactory.”

Referring to the out-
comes of the late visit of the
Austrian economic minister
to Tehran and holding of the
fourth session of the two
countries joint economic
commission, the Iranian am-
bassador underlined the im-
portance of Maderthaner’'s
visit to Tehran to help the
implementation of the a-
ready reached agreements.

Mohtashami  expressed
hope for expansion of Iran’s
economic, industria and
commercia relations with
Austria in the form of joint
investments and based on
buy-back system.

He further called on Aus-
trian authorities to help es-
tablish  a trade balance be-
tween the two countries.

In the meeting, Moh-
tashami aso caled on Aus-
tria to reduce the insurance
rate for exports to Iran, to
purchase Iranian crude  ail
and to facilitate import of
Iranian non-oil commodities
to Austria.

Expressing satisfaction
over his upcoming visit to
Tehran, the Austrian official
said that the economic sector
in his country is eager to ex-
pand its relations with the |s-
lamic Republic of Iran.
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