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|ran to attend conference on
power industry in France

TEHRAN - An Iranian company ‘Sanir’ is to attend a conference to be
held on the sidelines of ‘ France Power Fair 1998’ in order to introduce Iran’'s

capabilities in electric industry and study avenues for expansion of coop- | N

eration with foreign companies in overseas projects, it was announced here

on Sunday.

According to public relations office of Tavanir (power generation and
distribution company), Sanir is to represent Iran in the fair to display equip-
ment, technical and engineering services of over 50 Iranian companies at the

fair from December 7-11.

The fair will be held every two years in Paris in which companies from

50 countries display their products and servicesto the public.

(B
il

TEHRAN-  Governor
of Central Bank of Iran
(CBI) Mohsen Nour-

bakhsh said on Sunday
that dependence on oil rev-
enuesis not right owing
to the current global re-
cession.

Addressing a seminar
on cooperatives and de-
velopment at Tehran Uni-
versity, Nourbakhsh said it
is estimated that the oil
price would stand at Dlrs
12 dollars per barrel in the
next three or four years be-
cause of the economic cri-
sis which has gripped
South-East Asia, Russia,
Europe and Latin America,

IRNA reported.

There is no bright pros-
pect on the horizon for re-
covery of the ail pricesin a
near future, he said.

He recommended that
foreign resources and do-
mestic private sector’s
savings should be taken into
account to back the fi-
nancial
country.

The government has
made successes in attracting
foreign investment, but en-
try of foreign investment
has been limited in the bud-
get plan at a certain level,
Nourbakhsh said.

He said the national sav-

programs of the

ported.

plants,

ment.

Guidelines for sound pollution
control to be introduced

TEHRAN - Deputy head of the Environmental Pro-
tection Organization (EPO) Nasser Moharram-Nejad on
Sunday reported that soon there would be guidelinesin ef-
fect for limiting sound pollution in urban areas.

He further told reporters in Mashhad, Khorasan Prov-
ince, that Tehran Municipality would establish test cen-
ters in the city overseen by the EPO to test automobiles
and issue stickers to those passing the tests, IRNA re-

The inspections would include emission tests as well
as those for sound pollution, he said, adding that after in-
troduction of the plan, vehicles without the stickers would
not be allowed on the streets.

According to the official, a decision has been made to
do an environmenta evaluation of some seven national
projects simultaneous with their feasibility studies.

The projects include construction of petrochemical
refineries, power plants, industrial townships,
dams, ports and steel industries.

The evauations aim to reduce the resulting environ-
mental pollution while sustaining the industries develop-

Moharram-Nejad also spoke of plans to start a mobile
emission test unit in Mashhad in the near future, making
the city the fifth in the country with such facility.
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Released Iranians
return home from

Afghanistan

TEHRAN - Five Iranian lorry drivers who were re-
leased from Taliban captivity through official efforts, ar-
rived at Tehran's Mehrabad airport via Islamabad before

OVEINO TUES 0Lt CEpencence
LS I fised programs

ings should be encouraged
to finance the government’s
programs and the culture of
saving should be promoted
in the country.

He recommended that
the consumption pattern
should undergo a drastic
change at national level to
encourage saving.

It doesn't mean that
Iran should adopt economic
austerity measures, but it
prescribes consumption at a
logical level, Nourbakhsh
said.

He said the CBI has
been authorized to set up
the first non-governmental
bank in Iran, the coop-
eratives bank.

PBO head:

noon Sunday .

people of Afghanistan.

dahar.

The drivers were captured by the Taliban militia while
carrying food and other relief items for the war-stricken

Three members of the group were taken hostage last
month while the other two were captured last year by Tal-
iban forces and imprisoned in ‘Sarpouze’ jail in  Qan-

Upon arrival here, the drivers told IRNA that at least
45 more Iranians are till in jail in Qandahar.

Appreciating efforts of the officials of the Islamic Re-
public, Foreign Ministry in particular, the released Ira
nians called on the Foreign Ministry to continue efforts for
the release of other Iranian hostages.

They said they have no information on whereabouts or
the fate of 11 Iranian diplomats and correspondent of the
Islamic Republic News Agency (IRNA) who were kid-
napped by Taliban in Mazar-i Sharif on August 8.

The released Iranians were warmly received at the air-
port by their relatives as well as Foreign Ministry officials
and staff members of the Pakistani embassy in Tehran.

1998

Iran prime trade partner of
Sharjain re-export

TEHRAN - Sharja's Customs Department announced here Sunday that
Iran has been the prime partner in the absorption of the re-export items dur-
ing thefirst three monthsin the current year (1998).

It said that Iran absorbed over DIrs 70 million of re-exported merchandise
from Sharja during the first three month.

The quantity of the re-exported goods hit a mark of DIrs 260 million
during the same time.

The report also said that the quantity of of transit goods through Iran had
topped Dlrs 14 million during the same period.

Iran was the prime trade partner of both Sharja and Dubai (United Arab
Emirates) in absorbing re-export merchandise last year.

Tehran,Vienna explore avenues for
expansion of cooperation in energy

TEHRAN - Iran and
Austria explored avenues for
greater political and econom-
ic cooperation in a meeting
here Sunday between Iran’s
Minister of Energy Hab-
ibollah Bitaraf and the vis-
iting head of the Austrian
Chamber of Commerce Le-
opold Maderthaner.

In the meeting, the Ira
nian minister referring the
two countries  4th joint
commission, said that im-
portant part of the Irano-
Austrian  cooperation is in
the field of energy, IRNA re-
ported. On capabilities of the
Iranian expertsin the field of
water and  electricity, Bi-
taraf noted that Iran is ca
pable of producing 25,000
megawatt  electricity-water
energy and that two more
2,000 and 8,000 megawatt
power plants are at the hand
to become operational.

Third Development Plan focuses
social justice

oNn econNnomic,

TEHRAN - Social, polit-
ical and cultura issues have
received more attention in
the Third Five-Year Ec-
onomic, Socia and Cultural
Development Plan, dis
tinguishing it from the pre-
Vvious ones, it was an-
nounced here Sunday.

Spesking at a gathering
on development and coop-
eratives, at Tehran Uni-
versity, head of the Budget
and Planning Organization
Mohammad Ali Nagjafi, add-
ed the third plan tries to deal
with the macro policies of
the government, IRNA re-
ported.

Government started
work on the country’s Third
Five Year Economic, Cul-

lran’ s achievements in
popul ation control hailed

TEHRAN - The confer-
ence on development in
Mediterranean  and North
Africa hailed Iran’s success
in  checking  population
growth and reducing it from
3.2 percent in 1986 to 1.4
thisyear.

It also praised the Islam-
ic Republic's achievements
in the field of public educa-
tion, speciadly in educating
the female population, IRNA
reported from Paris.

The one-week confer-
ence opened in Morocco,

last Tuesday with participa-
tion of 400 experts from
Mediterranean and North Af-
rican countries

Addressing the confer-
ence, lran's Deputy Health
Minister, Dr. Mohammad
Reza Mahdavi, outlined
Iran’s program in population
control, and said success of
the country’s family plan-
ning is owed to support of
the clergymen and religious
figures for the family plan-
ning programs.

Another member of the

FILA board meets
IN Tehran

TEHRAN - The board of
the International Federation
of Associated Wrestling
(FILA) convened in the Ira-
nian capital on Sunday, pre-
sided by the federation's
president Milan Ercegan.

All board members of
FILA, including those from
Bulgaria, Hungary and Mo-
hammad Tavakol of Iran,
were present at the mest,
IRNA reported.

Welcoming FILA of-
ficials, head of the Iranian
Wrestling Federation Mo-
hammadreza Talegani said
“its a source of great pleas-
ure that Iran has been rec-
ognized by FILA as one of
the largest and most im-
portant centers of scientific
wrestling in the world, and
that FILA has singled out
the Iranian Wrestling Fed-
eration as the best amongst
FILA’s member countries.”

Talegani put the number
of Iranians active in wres-
tling at some one million,
which makes it amongst the
top countriesin this respect.

Also  addressing the
mest, Milan Eercegan
thanked the officials of the
Iranian Wrestling Federa
tion, further referring to the
Iranian  federation as the
world's model federation
during the past three years.

“Holding the world free
style wrestling championship
in Tehran presents an ex-
cellent opportunity to intro-
duce Iranian wrestling to

the rest of the world, and to
help other countries and the
International Olympics Com-
mittee to realize the grandeur
of the sport of wrestling in
Iran,” Ercegan said.

He further thanked Tal-
egani for his efforts to bring
the 33rd  wrestling cham-
pionship games to Tehran.

Terming the Iranian
wrestling fans as the best in
the world, Ercegan thanked
the Iranian fans on behalf of
FILA board and its  other
officials. The meet wrapped
up its work Sunday.

UNCTAD:

Iranian delegation Professor
Golnar Mehran, from the
girl’s college of Al-Zahra,
addressed the conference on
improvement of public ed-
ucation for girls.

She said based on stud-
ies, facilities provided by the
government together with
policy of assigning female
teachers to girl’s schools at-
tracted trust of many fam-
ilies to send their daughters
to school.

According to her, over
95 percent of Iranian young
girls are now enrolled in
schools while the figure is
92 percent for the boys. this,
she said, is a clear proof of
Iran’s economic and socia
devel opment.

tural and Socia Develop-
ment Plan in its Sunday ses-
sion.

Restoration of social and
economic justice are among
the most important ob-
jectives of the third plan and
the economy rehabilitation
plan, Najafi added.

Promoting  democratic
institutions and people’s par-
ticipation in decision making
are among the features of
civil society, he said, adding
that the cooperatives are also
among such institutions.

Creation of job op-
portunities, increasing peo-
ple's access to facilities,
lessening government au-
thorities and cancellation of
monopolies are among other
objectives which can be at-
tained by bolstering the
cooperatives.

Development of coop-
erative sector is the govern-
ment policy within its ec-
onomic, social and cultural
development plan.

Meanwhile, a woman
official at the Interior Min-
istry on Sunday called for
gender oriented attitude to be
adopted by the Third Five
Year Economic, Socia and
Cultural Development Plan.

Interior minister's advis-
or in charge of women af-
fairs, Ms. Ashraf Boroujerdi,
addressing the second wom-
en consultative-educational
workshop, added that the
aim of such workshops is to
identify problems facing
women in different prov-
inces across the country.

Stabilization of women’s
status in the Islamic system
and  administration of so-

Slight increase in
price index

TEHRAN - The pricein-
dex of consumer goods and
service in urban areas for
the month of Tir (ended July
22) showed a 1.4 percent in-
crease compared to that of
the previous month.

However, the report by
the Central Bank added, the
index was up  19.2 percent
compared to that of the same
month last year. The whole-
sale price index in the same
month dropped by 5 percent
as compared to previous
month and up by 11.9
percent as compared to that
of the similar period last

|ran halts bée;f imports
from Netherlands

TEHRAN - Iran's Ambassador to Amsterdam, Shamsedin
Kharegani, said Iran has stopped slaughtering cattle and pack-
aging of the Netherlands beef to be exported to Iran.

He said that the decision was adopted following reports of
fresh outbreak of the mad cow disease in the Netherlands.

The Dutch newspaper Telegraaf in a recent issue said that
discovery of a new case of the mad cow disease in northern
parts of the Netherlands will have severe impact on country’s

beef industry, IRNA reported.

Foreign direct investment up
in al regionsin 1997

TEHRAN - Foreign in-
vestment was on therisein al
regions of the world, United
Nations Information Center in
Tehran said.

Quoting new statistics re-
leased by the U.N. Confer-
ence on Trade and Develop-
ment (UNCTAD) in Geneva,
the press release said,
“world foreign direct in-
vestment (FDI) flows con-
tinued to expand in 1997,
passing the Dlrs 400 billion
level, with prospects for afur-
ther increase this year while
FDI outflows reached Dlrs
424 billion and FDI inflows
amounted to DIrs 400 billion
the previous year.”

UNCTAD said that the
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developing countries as a
group accounted for more
than one third of world FDI
flows. “Despite divergent ec-
onomic performance of in-
dividual countries, FDI
reached record levels in dl
major country groupings in
1997. Developed countriesin-
vested DlIrs 359 hillion glo-
bally - up by 27 percent over
1996 - and attracted Dlrs 233
billion inward FDI - a 19 per-
cent increase.

Inflows to developing
countries rose at a slower rate
than to the developed ones,
but were dtill up by a sig-
nificant 15 percent to reach
Dirs 149 billion; outflows
were up 24 percent, to Dlrs
61  billion. Dramatic in-
creases were registered in
Central and Eastern Europe,
albeit still at relatively small
levels. FDI inflows to the re-

gion increased by 44 percent
to DlIrs 19 hillion and out-
flows more than tripled to
Dlrs 3 hillion.”

UNCTAD stated that this
rapid growth of FDI was
“clearly contributing to the
increasing inter-
nationalization  and in-
tegration of economies.”

Seven percent of global
GDP was now generated by
production of foreign affili-
ates of trans-national corpora-
tions, it said adding that if
parent firms were included
the proportion would be much
higher.

According to UNCTAD,
the most important factor be-
hind the increase of FDI in
1997 was the growth of cross-
border mergers and acquisi-
tions which were facilitated
by ongoing FDI liberalization
and deregul ation.

The production price in-
dex in Tir jumped by 9 per-
cent as compared to the pre-
vious month and 135
percent as compared to that
of thelast year.

Each Azadi gold coin
was sold for Rls 404,108 on
the market, up by 1.9 per-
cent compared to the pre-
vious month and 2.7 percent
comparing to that of the last
year.

SDVIR member:

Experts Assembly

cia justice are among other
important axis of the Islamic
Development.

A representative from
Tehran constituency at the
parliament, Ms. Fatemeh
Ramezan-Zadeh dso ad-
dressed the workshop, under-
lining the  need for proper
execution of the laws spe-
cialy those related to wom-
en.

Referring to the coun-
try’s civil law, she said that
certain parts of the marriage
and divorce law should be
revised. She added that a
healthy society requires

Bitaraf also anticipated
that the capacity of the
country’s power plants will
reach 12,000 megawaitt dur-
ing the third and fourth ec-
onomic development plans.

The Iranian energy min-
ister then said that the Islam-
ic Republic of Iran is ready
to help other countries con-
struct power plants and wa
ter-electricity industry with
the cooperation of Austria.

The Austrian officia on
his part referring to the abil-
ities of the Iranian en-

gineers and the two nations
economic cooperation, said
that Viennais keen to further
bolster its common coop-
eration with Tehran, par-
ticularly for the construction
of power plants and dams.

Maderthaner aso ex-
pressed hope that Austria
through transfer of  tech-
nology and financial par-
ticipation in giant water and
electricity projects will try
to further expand its coop-
eration with the IsSlamic  Re-
public of Iran.

Interior Ministry
warns against practice
of violence in society

TEHRAN- The Interior
Ministry in a statement Sat-
urday night said that as a
body responsible for safe-
guarding order and security
in the country, it will severe-
ly deal with those who at-
tempt to misuse the pre-
vailing  amosphere by
resorting to violence.

The statement was re-
ferring to the Friday incident
in which  unidentified as-
sailants  attacked  Vice
President Abdollah Nouri
and Minister of Culture and
Islamic Guidance Ataollah
Mohajerani as they were at-
tending a funeral procession
for 700 martyrs of sacred de-
fense following the Friday
prayers in Tehran, IRNA re-
ported.

The attack took place at
a time when the open polit-
ical atmosphere prevailing in
the country dlows all
groups, associations and le-

pay a4-day officia visit.

mission, IRNA reported.

by the minister of

Mines, metalsminister in Romefor
[ran-ltaly | oint economic commission

TEHRAN - Iran’s Minister of Mines and Metals and
the Iranian chairman of Italy-Iran joint economic commis-
sion, Eshagh Jahangiri left Tehran for Rome on Sunday to

The Iranian minister has been invited by the Italian
Minister of Foreign Trade Augusto Fantozzi who is also
the Italian chairman of the Iran-Italy joint economic com-

While in Italy, the Iranian minister will inspect some
industrial units and hold talks with senior Italian com-
mercial and industrial officials.

The minister is accompanied by a delegation con-
sisting of technical and financial experts.

The visit is of high importance because it precedes the
upcoming visit of an Italian economic delegation headed
foreign trade to Tehran to visit Teh-
ran’sinternational trade fair.

Iran-Italy joint economic commission resumed its ac-
tivity after a gap of several years in July in Tehran. The
next sessionisdueto beheld in Tehran next year.

gitimate groupings to freely
express their views within
the framework of laws, the
statement added.

It further announced that
following President Mo-
hammad Khatami’'s in-
structions  to identify ele-
ments involved in the
assault, an extraordinary se-
curity commission was set
up Saturday morning to fol-
low up the issue.

Meanwhile, the group
‘Ansar-e Hezbollah' in a
statement Saturday afternoon
denounced the attack and
termed it a“suspicious’ act.

It said in a society where
law and order is dominant
and people can express their
protest against performance
of officias through legal
channels, such lawbreaking
acts are not justified.

In another development
Minister of Post, Telegraph
and Telephone Mohammad
Reza Aref who is currently
in Orumiyeh, West Azar-
baijan Province, condemned
the assault and stressed that
such attempts will not de-
viate President Khatami’'s
administration from its path.

Speaking at a session of
the provincia planning com-
mittee, Aref urged the gov-
ernment to take a decisive
action in this respect.

Mohsen Arab Baghi and
Ms. Shahrbanou Amani, two
parliament  deputies from
Orumiyeh who were aso
present at the session, re-
gretted the incident and said
such a behavior 20 years af-
ter the victory of the Islamic
Revolution was beyond the
dignity of the Iranian nation.

In separate statements
aso on Saturday, students
associations of different uni-
versities condemned the as-
sault and called for immedi-
ate measures to identify
elements involved in it.

should include

people with various expertise

TEHRAN - A founding
member of the Society for
Defense of the Values of the
Islamic Revolution (SDVIR)
said here on Sunday that
outside the selection of Ay-
atollah Ali Khamenei as the
leader of the Islamic Revolu-
tion, the Experts Assembly
during its second term has
not had a major accomplish-
ment.

Following the passing
away of Imam Khomeini,
the assembly very promptly
made an excellent choice in
Ayatollah Ali Khamenei to
succeed the late Imam, Ah-
mad Pour-Negjati told IRNA.
However, he added, “the as-
sembly subsequently has not
carried out its  re
sponsibilities  the way it
should have.”

“Any assembly should
first come up with guidelines
to regulate its activities,” he
said, further expressing
doubt if the assembly has
managed to do so.

As an issue, Pour-Negjati
specially pointed to what he
called lack of any idea by the
public about the activities of
the Assembly of Experts, al-
though he admitted that it is
not necessary for the as
sembly to publicize al its ac-
tivities.

Amongst the major roles
of the Experts Assembly,
Pour-Ngjati referred to “a
continuous monitoring role
over the leadership.”

Turning to various out-
looks on the upcoming Ex-
perts Assembly  elections,

he said “in one outlook, the
election is looked at as
threat. Amongst its char-
acteristics, is a kind of con-
servative  approach whose
subscribers  are  worried
about any behavioral change
in the society.”

Pour-Negjati opined that
the said group only approves
changes that agree with its
goas, and further considers
changes as a threat to main
pillars of the system, special-
ly the very important ‘Va
layat-e Fagih’ (guardianship
of jurisprudent).

The SDVIR founding
member branded the said
outlook as “radical and un-
realistic”.

In a second outlook, the
elections present a chance to
fundamentally change the
system. This group considers
the elections as a suitable
opportunity to gradualy a-
ter the main institutions of
the system and specifically
the leadership, it added.

Rejecting the latter out-
look as well, Pour-Negjati
said “we have to approach
the Experts Assembly elec-
tions as a legal step towards
political development, just
like the presidential elec-
tions.”

“With this outlook, peo-
ple’'s participation is a real
necessity independent of the
€elections outcome, further el-
evating the importance of
elections,” he said.

Amongst factors making
the upcoming elections “so
vibrant”, the SDVIR mem-

ber referred to “the develop-
ments in the aftermath of
the last year's presidential
elections which manifested
the decisive role of the peo-
ple, even for sourcing funda-
mental changesin  people-
government relations.”
Another factor, he said,
“was the rise of a new gen-
eration which has matured
socialy without directly ex-
periencing the early years of
the revolution, and which
makes its choices only based
onitsown intellect.”
Turning to the make up
of the assembly, he sug-
gested that along with ‘moj-
taheds' (people with acertain
level of religious knowl-
edge), there should be mem-
bers with other knowledges
inclusive of social and polit-
ical sciences. this, he added,
requires a change in the ex-
isting laws.
If the present laws are

kept, selections can be made
amongst individuals who be-
sides being mojtahed, pos-
sess expertise in social, ec-
onomic and cultural fields.

To support his views on
the make up of the assembly,
Pour-Ngjati said since the
Leader has a very broad
range of authorities as well
as responsibilities, people se-
lecting the Leader should be
highly knowledgeable of all
aspects of the position’s re-
sponsibilities.

The SDVIR founding
member also welcomed pres-
ence of women in the as-
sembly, stating “we have a
positive  experience  with
presence of women in vari-
ous ingtitutions including
parliament and the ad-
ministration.”

Elections for the third
term of the Experts As
sembly is scheduled for Oc-
tober 23.
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