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Ukraine calls for broadening
of relations with Iran

TEHRAN- Ukrainian Foreign Minister Boris Tarayuk in a message to his
Iranian counterpart Kamal Kharrazi underlined his country’s will for further

expansion of bilateral relation with the Islamic Republic.

Tarayuk in his message has expressed confidence that his country fore-
saw a bright prospect for the bolstering of cooperation between two nations
and that Ukraine looked forward to an all-out cooperation in all the possible

areas.
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Security essential for
progress of country

TEHRAN - President
Mohamamd Khatami said on
Monday that it is good to try
to turn the enemy into law
abiding opposition and the
opposition into friends of the
Islamic Republic.

Addressing the officias
of the Information Ministry,
President Khatami said se-
curity is an important pillar
of the Islamic Republic and
its progress, IRNA reported.

“Of course security does

not mean that everybody
speaks in concord with the
government. but, the im-
portant thing is that the peo-
ple should respect the law,”
he said.

The president underlined
the importance of freedom
and said an amosphere
should prevail in the country
in which everybody can ex-
press his or her own idea, but
they are required to observe
the law.

barrels of ail per

finery from Iran.

nancial crisis.

Indonesiato Import
oil from [ran

TEHRAN - Indonesian President B.J. Habibie said in
Jakarta on Monday that his country is ready to have direct
cooperation with Iran in the field of ail.

Referring to a plan for construction of a new oil re-
finery in Jakarta with the capacity of producing 125,000
day, Habibie told Iranian Am-
bassador to Indonesia Mohsen Nabavi that Indonesia is
to import half percent of crude oil required by the re-

He expressed hope that cooperation between Iran and
Indonesia would further promote in future.

Nabavi conveyed President Mohammad Khatami’s
greetingsto Habibie and said that Tehran is ready to ex-
tend any kind of direct cooperation to Jakartain helping it
tackle its economic problems  caused by East Asian fi-

Total Seeks expansion
of St contract

TEHRAN - Tota of
France is looking to extend
its participation in Iran’s ail
industry,  including  ex-
panding the development of
its offshore Sirri contract, ac-
cording to its vice-president
of Middle East affairs, Chris-
tophe de Margerie.

“What we would like to
do in the future is to get an
extension of the Sirri con-
tract through enhancement
of the whole Sirri area,” he
said in an interview with Pe-
troleum Argus. “We think
our presence in that area
makes us more competitive
than others,” he said, IRNA
reported from London.

De Margerie told the
weekly that Total would also
like to have onshore opera-
tions, referring to the first
being offered in the latest
round of buy-back projects

by the Nationa Iranian Oil
Company (NIOC).

The French company’s
interest in adding to its in-
vestments in South Pars gas
field aswell as Sirri A and E
oil fields comes as up to 80
foreign firms have expressed
interest in bidding for 43
projects being offered in
Iran’s onshore and offshore
sectors.

Thefirst production from
Sirri A is due to flow in No-
vember at 20,000 barrel per
day. The 100,000 bpd Sirri E

development is due on
stream in early 1999.
At South Pars, Iran’'s

largest gas field, where the
first production is due in
2001, Tota is using an in-
novative production scheme
to reduce capital expenditure
by 15 percent reduction.

He said under the new at-
mosphere of freedom in the
country, every government
ingtitution might be ques
tioned about their obliga
tions and performance.

“If certain organizations
using public funds feel they
are not subjected to any
questions, they will do what-
ever they wish to.

“But, when we all under-
stand that we are responsible
(for our performance), then
we will act in a more cal-
culated manner,” the pres-
ident said.

He recommended that
expert studies should be car-
ried out to form a systematic
relationship between the In-
formation Ministry and the
other government in-
gtitutions working in the
field of economy, culture
and palitics.

The president expressed
confidence in the per-
formance of the Information
Ministry and said the min-
istry is required to promote
its standard of activity and
equip itself with modern fa-
cilities.

Minister of Information
Qorbanali Dorri Najafabadi
gave a report on the per-
formance of his ministry and
said the ministry has made
substantial progress in the
past single year since he un-
dertook the portfalio.

Perpetrators
of attack
on [ranian

officials
arrested

TEHRAN - Some main
culprits involved in attacks
on Friday on two cabinet
members have been iden-
tified and arrested by the law
enforcement personnel, said
the Interior Ministry in a
statement here on Monday.

The public relations of-
fice of Interior Ministry in
its statement while ex-
pressing regret over such
acts of violence, lauded the
people for their cooperation
in identifying the culprits,
IRNA reported.

Other people suspected
of being involved in the as-
saults are now being inter-
rogated, it said.

The Interior Ministry is
responsible for safeguarding
security of the country and
prosecute those disturbing
public order in order to deter
repetition of such events.

Minister of Culture and
Islamic Guidance Ataollah
Mohgjerani and Vice Pres-
ident for Development and
Social  Affairs  Abdollah
Nouri were beaten up by
some assailants while par-
ticipating in the funeral pro-
cession for 700 martyrs of
the eight-year sacred defence
in Tehran after Friday

prayers.

TEHRAN - British head
of Iran-Britain chamber of
commerce Lord Waverley
said here on Monday that
owners of Iranian and British
small and medium-sized in-
dustries and entrepreneurs
are to start negotiations on
making joint investments up
to DlIrs five million fol-
lowing a visit by Iranian in-
dustriaists to Britain by Jan-
uary.

Waverley, also member
of British House of Lords,
made the remark in a meet-
ing with the head of Iranian
Chamber of Commerce, In-

dustries and Mines Ali-Naqgi
Khamoushi and deputy head
of the chamber Mir Mo-
hammad Sadegi, IRNA re-
ported.

He said that joint in-
vestment in small and me-
dium-sized industries re-
quires formation of a joint
working committee to work
out a timetable in relation to
future cooperation.

The British official, cur-
rently visiting Iran to explore
ways of expanding mutual
economic and commercial
cooperation, said that expan-
sion of commercia coop-

7

pany’s latest newsletter.

Iranian Oil

pressing interest in

quarter of thisyear.

international oil

Norwegian company signsoil
exploration study with Iran

TEHRAN - Saga Petroleum of Norway is devoting
some DlIrs 2.5 million to evaluate seismic data covering
oil exploration acreage in Iran, according to the com-

It said the agreement, concluded with the National
Company, gives Norway’'s largest in-
dependent oil company access to
formation. A decision on possible investment was due to
be made next year, IRNA reported from London.

Vice-president for international operations at Saga,
Torstein Sannes, explained that the deal does “not confer
exclusiverights’ to the data. It was a“natural part of as-
sessing commercia opportunities,” he said.

The study follows the Norwegian company ex-
Iran’s oil development. It came af -
ter Saga declared it would be refocusing its activities af-
ter posting a 55 percent drop in profits during the first

The newdletter confirmed that its UK subsidiary had
decided not to participate in drilling a small field in the
British sector of the North Sea and saved a similar
amount it was spending on evaluating Iranian data.

Sannes said that his company’s attitude on investing
in Iran “remains positive.” But he mentioned that other
firms were also “very interested.”

available in-

T ehran meeting to boost
trilateral cooperati on

TEHRAN- The first co-
ordination committee session
of tripartite Iran-Armenia-
Greece cooperation was in-
augurated here Monday eve-
ning.

Iranian Deputy Foreign
Minister for Economic Af-
fairs Mahmoud Vaezi said,
“the three-nation cooperation
is not against the interests of
any country; it is, however,
based on preparing grounds
for the preservation of re-
gional stability and peace in
this sensitive area.”

Vaezi in his speech em-
phasized tele-
communication cooperation
particularly in the area of fi-
ber-optics project in Ar-
menia, and the need for ac-
tivating a private sector
under the name of tripartite
cooperation, IRNA reported.

Apostio Labdis, the
Greek deputy foreign min-
ister expressing hope in the

Wholesale price index up 10.8 pc
one-year period

OVer

TEHRAN - the whole-
salepriceindex in Iran in the
month of Mordad (July 23-
August 22) rose to 727.3
points, registering a 10.8 per-
cent increase compared to
the figure of the same period
last year.

According to the report
by the statistics bureau of the
Centra Bank, the index for
Mordad dropped 0.1 percent
compared to that for the pre-
vious month. However, the
report added, after com-
pensating for seasona fluc-
tuations, the index was ac-
tualy 0.2 percent higher
than previous month's fig-
ure.

The mean wholesale
price index for the first five
months of the current Iranian
year (March 21-August 22),
jumped 12.7 percent com-
pared to the figure for the
same period last year.

The statistics for the one
year period ending August
22 shows ajump of 11.3 per-
cent in the wholesale price
index compared to that of
the previous year.

A drop of 10.8 percent in
fresh fruit prices and 16.7
percent in that of fresh veg-
etables had a mgor role in
the 1.1 percent drop in the
price index for the foodstuff
during Mordad.

The foodstuff price index
for Mordad was however
19.6 percent higher than that
of the same month last year.

The price index of man-
ufactured products during
the month of Mordad reg-
istered a 0.8 percent increase
compared to that of the same

month last year.

The index for machinery
and automobiles was up 11.7
percent, while the index for
agricultural  and livestock
products jumped 16.9 per-
cent and that for construction
material registered a 3.5 per-

cent increase.

enforcement of the earlier
protocol said, “the main ob-
jective of the tripartite coop-
eration is based upon fos
tering regiona peace and
stability and bolstering re-
lations.”

He said that his country
has accepted in principle to
participate in laying of the
gas pipe grid between Iran
and Armenia. The Armenian
deputy foreign minister said
that he welcomed Greek pro-
posal on joining Iran and Ar-
menia in the joint gas pipe-
line project.

The three countries in-
itiated their joint cooperation
in 1995 and the first meet-
ing a ministerial level was
held in Tehran in 1996.

Armenia, Greece and
Iran signed a memorandum
of understanding in Athens
in December 1997 following
the second meeting of the re-
spective foreign ministers.

The memorandum pro-
vides for the creation of joint
committees  between  the
three countries in the areas
of transport, postal services
and telecommunications,
tourism, industry, tech-
nology and economy and
energy.

Only last week, the in-
dustry and economy com-
mittee met in Athens and
signed a memorandum to
promote economic and in-
dustrial cooperation.

Iranian diplomats are of
the view that through tri-
lateral commission, Iran, a
neighbor of the post-Soviet
republics, seeks to promote

World wrestling championship

opened in Tehran

TEHRAN - The 33rd
world free-style wrestling
championship opened at the
12,000-seat hal of Azadi
Sports Complex in Tehran
Tuesday morning with the
participation of athletes from
40 countries.

Some 104 wrestlers will
compete in the first four cat-
egories which started Tues-
day with a context between
Iranian 63 kg wrestler Abbas
Haj-Kenari and his Greek ri-
val.

The two wrestlers drew
2-2 but Ha-Kenari's hand
was raised as the winner due
to a warning given to the
Greek athlete.

Meanwhile, head of the
Iranian Wrestling Referees
Committee, Mehdi Khaledi
announced that there will be
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no change to the rules gov-
erning the ongoing world
wrestling championship in
Tehran.

Khaledi who also serves
as an instructor in the Inter-
national Federation of As
sociated Wrestling (FILA),
was speaking at a press con-
ference of the FILA board
which met Saturday in Teh-
ran. FILA held a meeting
Monday to discuss amongst
other things changesto rules
for refereeing the wrestling
matches. Any changes would
probably be effective start-
ing in the year 1999, Khaledi
sad.

At the same press confer-
ence, the head of FILA Re-
ferees Committee had said
that FILA intends to make
changes to the game rules
aiming to make the sport
more attractive to the view-
ers.

Meanwhile, FILA Vice-
President Mohammad Tav-

akol of Iran told IRNA that
as the result of Iranian ef-
forts, men and women
wrestling championship
games would be held separ-
ately up to the year 2001.

Tavakol, who had at-
tended the FILA board meet-
ing, said that Iranian per-
sistence on the issue with the
support of some wrestling
contenders in the world,
prompted FILA to separate
women wrestling champion-
ship games from men’s.

According to Tavakol,
the FILA board in its meet-
ing Sunday discussed mak-
ing wrestling matches six
minutes long with a one min-
ute intermission at the three
minute mark.

Besides talking about
rule changes, the board dis-
cussed making the world
youth wrestling champion-
ship a biannual event from
the current annual, Tavakol
added.

regional cooperation  for
peace and stability.

During his visit to Ath-
ens last December, Iranian
Foreign Minister Kama
Kharrazi said the long-
standing friendly relations of
Tehran and Athens has tran-
scended traditiona  boun-
daries of bilateral relations,
and a new era of cooperation
with third countries is being
tested. On the other side,
Athens is well aware that

Iran is one of the main route
to the eight landlocked re-
publics of Caucasus, Central
Asia and Afghanistan to the
high seas and that Iran has a
specia role to play in ec-
onomic development of this
region.

Tehran looks at Greece
as an important player in the
European Union and south-
ern Europe and the Med-
iterranean.

Iran, Malaysia geared
to promote bilateral
economic ties

TEHRAN - Iranian
palm oil traders participated
in aday-long gathering of
pam oil  businessmen
which was held in the pres-
ence of Malaysian Am-
bassador to Tehran Mo-
hamad Khalis and a
delegation from Malaysia's
palm oil promotion council.

Addressing the gath-
ering, Khalis said the two
countries will spare no ef-
forts to promote bilateral
trade and economic ties.

The volume of trade ex-
changes between the two
countries stood at  DIrs139
million, in 1997. Dlrs 33
million was Iran’s share in
the export of itemsto Ma-
laysia. Iran’s exports main-

ly included oil products,
carpet and  decorative
stones.

Malaysia's exports to
Iran which stood at Dlrs
106 million last year main-
ly included palm oil, polim-
er, natural rubber (caucho).

Vice-Chairman of Iran’s
Chamber of Commerce, Fe-
reydoon Entezari, also ad-
dressing the gathering, re-
ferred to vegetable oil as
one of the most essential
foodstuffs which is of great
importance in  country’s
imported items.

According to Entezari,
80 percent of domestic
needs for oil is being im-
ported.

At present Iran imports
about 850,000 tons of veg-
etable oil from American
and European countries, he
said, adding under such
circumstances lran wel-
comes other oil producers.

[ran Signs broaccasting
areement with Kyrgyzstan

TEHRAN

- The head of the Islamic Republic of

Iran’s Broadcasting (IRIB) Ali Larijani signed a mem-
orandum of understanding with his Kyrgyz counterpart
Aman Bek Karepkylov in Bishkek Monday.

The agreement calls on the two organizations to forge
closer cooperation in production and broadcasting of ra-
dio and TV programs. Iran also declared its readiness to
build broadcasting transmission centers in Kyrgyzstan,
IRNA reported from Bishkek.

Ali Larijani also met Monday with the Kyrkyz Min-
ister of Education and Culture, Savetbek Takhtamishv
who expressed satisfaction with the presence of Iranian
delegation in his country and stressed the importance of
close cooperation between Iran and Kyrgyzstan in the sci-
entific and cultural fields.

The IRIB managing director arrived in the Kyrgyz
capital Monday morning to review possibility of making
joint radio and television programs.

Larijani, who is visiting Bishkek at the invitation of
the president of Kyrgyz Broadcasting Corporation, is be-
ing accompanied by a number of IRIB officials.

During Larijani’s visit, possibility of making joint
programs and installing radio transmitter in the republic
of Kyrgyzstan, will be studied.

eration and exchange of vis-
its by lIranian and British
traders would be helpful in
removing possible mis
understandings.

Stressing the need to ex-
pand mutual cooperation, he
said that he would raise Ira-
nian views and proposals at
the British Parliament, and
strive to explore avenues for
broadening of cooperation
between Iran and Britain.

He said that British del-
egations are to take part in

Iranian films to be screened
at Toronto Intl. Festiva

TEHRAN - Three Iranian films are to be screened at  Toronto Inter-
national Film Festival scheduled for September 10-19. ‘Silence’ directed by
Mohsen Makhmalbaf and ‘Apple’ directed by Makhmalbaf’'s daughter, Sa-
mira, are among the films to be screened at  the festival.' Dance of Dust’ di-
rected by Abolfazl Jalili, which was awarded three prizes at Lucarno Film
Festival, is also among entries in Toronto festival. 311 films from 53 coun-

trieswill be screened at Toronto festival this year.

ran,UK to stuay joint Investments

Tehran International Trade
Fair.

Recalling the historical
relations between Iran and
Britain, Khamoushi  ex-
pressed hope that any dis-
pute between Iran and Brit-
ain would be removed in
light of the two countries’ in-
terest in establishment of ec-
onomic and commercia re-
lations.

Sadeqi said at the meet-
ing that Britain is a suitable
market for Iranian goods.

lranian companies
Invited to invest In
Austria

TEHRAN - The head of
the Austrian Chamber of
Commerce Leopold Ma
derthaner in ameeting with
the head of parliament com-
mission on industry and
mines Hussein Hashemi,
caled for the presence and
active participation of the
Iranian companies and in-
dustrial concernsin his coun-
try.

Stressing that the ob-
stacles in way of expansion
of Iran-Austria trade have to
be removed, he said that his
country is prepared to ex-
pand bilateral cooperation in
various fields, especialy oil
production and refinery and
car manufacturing, IRNA re-
ported.

The head of the Austrian
Chamber of Commerce said
that the Islamic Republic of
Iran, because of its vast and
important mining and energy
resources and industria ca-
pabilities, is an important
country.

Calling the Iran-Austrian
political ties as ‘good’, Ha-
shemi however expressed
dissatisfaction with the bal-
ance of bilateral trade that
has, in recent years, been in
favor of Austria.

He aso called the fourth
session of Austria-lran ec-
onomic commission held last
June as a successful step in

strengthening the bilateral re-
lations.

Hashemi added that Iran
with its immense capabilities
in industrial field, important
geo-political position, ample
mines and 37 various kinds
of mineralsis a solid partner
in the industrial and mining
cooperation between the two
countries.

The parliament public
relations department also re-
ported that the head of the
Iran-Austria  parliamentary
friendship committee Man-
uchehr Behnia aso ex-
pressed satisfaction over the
presence of the Austrian del-
egation in Iran and called for
strengthening of bilateral re-
lations.

In a separate meeting
here Monday, Maderthaner
and Industries Minister Ghol-
am-Reza Shafeie  stressed
the need for expansion of ec-
onomic and industrial coop-
eration between Iran and
Austria.

The two sides a the
meeting discussed ways of
increasing the volume of
trade exchanges, expanding
industrial cooperation, mak-
ing use of each other's po-
tential and preparing nec-
essary grounds for promotion
of cooperation between their
commercial and trade com-
panies.
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Caspian states approve plan
to protect sea environment

TEHRAN- Director General of the Environment Pro-
tection Organization Mohammad Saeed Hosseini said on
Monday the five littora states of the Caspian Sea have ap-
proved a comprehensive plan to protect the environment

Hetold IRNA the plan envisaged different methods to
strike a balance between exploitation of the sea resources
and sustainable use of the biological wealth of the Cas-

He said Iran, Russia, Turkmenistan, Kazakhstan and
Azerbaijan have undertaken to adopt measures to lower
pollution in the Caspian Sea which is now in a critical
condition in terms of environmental criteria

Hosseini said Iran, as the active member of the five-
nation aliance will carry out programs to deal with pollu-
resulting from off-shore oil operations.

Seminar convenes on
Anahita Temple

TEHRAN - A seminar
on the ancient Anahita Tem-
ple was held in Kangavar,
western Province of Ker-
manshah, on Monday to bet-
ter introduce the historical
monument.

Secretary of the seminar,
Nasser Norouz-Zadeh Che-
gini, told IRNA that 100
scholars and researchers as
well as experts of the Cul-
tural Heritage Organization
are attending the event.

During the two-day sem-
inar which is sponsored by
the Culture and Islamic
Guidance Ministry, 10 spe-
cialized articles will be pre-
sented on the structure of the
monument and the era to
which it belongs as well as
on efforts for the re
habilitation of the monu-
ment.

Head of the provincia
Cultural Heritage  De
partment Abdolreza Mo-
hajerai-Ngjad said that RIs
2.5 billion has been alocated
for the rehabilitation of the
temple. According to avail-
able documents and findings
of archeological excavation,
the Anahita Temple belongs
to the Parthian era, 2nd cen-
tury B.C.

The Anahita Temple is
220 meterslong and 210 me-
ters wide with remains of
tens of 3.54 meter high stone
pillars.

In excavation operations
conducted in the area from
1969 to 1988, some clay
works, graves dating back to
the prellslamic time and
coins belonging to the Sas-
sanid and Parthian eras were
unearthed.
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