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Turkish foreign minister
to visit Iran next week

TEHRAN - Turkish Foreign Minister Ismail Cem, is scheduled to pay
a 4-day visit to Tehran early next week to discuss with Iranian officials is-

sues of mutual interest, with the developments in Afghanistan topping the | N

agenda.

An informed source told IRNA that Turkish officials had earlier voiced
willingness to consult with Iran over the developments in Afghanistan.

With respect to the critical situation in Afghanistan and the recent talks
between President Burhanuddin Rabbani of Afghanistan and Turkish Pres-
ident Suleyman Demirel, political experts attach special importance to the

visit.

Turkey regards developments in Afghanistan athreat to the region.
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Iranwill usedl possihilities
to free ts diplomats

TEHRAN- Warning Tal-
iban  milita of con-
sequences, Iran's Foreign
Minister Kama Kharrazi
told the media here Tuesday,
“the Idamic Republic of
Iran will revert to making
use of al possiilities to
free its diplomats and cit-
izens held in captivity by
Taliban militia”

“We hope that before its
too late, Tdiban militia
would respond positively to
Iran’s demands for freeing
Iranian diplomats and cit-
izens in their captivity,”
IRNA quoted Kharrazi as
saying.

The Iranian foreign min-
ister added, “Taliban militia
must bear al the re
sponsibility for such an act
and in addition take step in
resolving the issue immedi-
ately.”

“In  the forthcoming
days, a fact-finding team
with the presence of the Is-
lamic Republic of Iran, will
be dispatched to Af-
ghanistan to find out about
the fate of Iranian diplomats
and its other citizens,” Khar-
razi stated. He added a mat-
ter which will be decided
by the U.N. Secretary Gen-
eral Kofi Annan.

The Iranian minister fur-
ther elaborated that the For-
eign  Ministry isin regular
contact with the U.N. sec-
retary general in  associa
tion with this matter.

In an answer to a ques-
tion about Morteza Firouzi,
former editor  in chief of
Iran News, Kharrazi stated
that “one of the charges
brought against Firouzi has
been his spying for some ali-
en nations.”

He added that “Firouzi is
on trial according to the
laws of the Idamic Re-
public of Iran and that the
whole affair is a domestic
issue and that others don't
have the right to interfere in
the internal affairs of

Iran.”

Kharrazi held the press
conference at the end of the
tripartite meeting of the Ar-
menian, Iranian and Greek
foreign ministers. Both the
Greek and Armenian foreign
ministers, Theodoros Pan-
gaosand Vartan Oskanian
were also present at the me-
diatalk.

When the media asked

the Greek foreign minister
on the dialog between EU
and Iran, Pangalos said,
“Greece welcomes a con-
structive dialog between
the Ilamic Republic of Iran
and European Union.”
“On human rights, the issue
must be examined from the
angle of special circum-
stances prevalent in Iran in
the way that the circum-
stances do not violate the
prevalent world conditions
of the human rights,” the
Greek foreign minister add-
ed

On cooperation to fight
terrorism, Pangalos stated,
“Greece is fully active in its
campaign against terrorism
and that the three coun-
tries, Iran, Armenia and
Greece severely condemn all
form of terrorist activities
and those who aid terrorist
groups.”

“In the region, there are
some people whose rights
have been trampled and
therefore they have the right
to fight and that they are
forced to revert to the use of
force,” said Pangalos with-
out  naming a particular
group.

Foreign ministers of
Iran, Armenia and Greece
ended their second session
of tripartite cooperation here
Tuesday by inking a mem-
orandum of understanding.

They said that the ob-
jectives of the tripartite
cooperation is to  benefit
their nations and to help
preservation of  regional
peace and  stability, and

Iran candicate for hosting world
wrestling contest in 2001

TEHRAN - Iran has been nominated to host the world
free style wrestling championship in the year 2001.

Deputy head of the Iranian Wrestling Federation, Mo-
hammad Reza Talegani, added that Iran will host 14 differ-
ent competitionsin 1999, which he said is aworld record.

He quoted the visiting President of the International
Federation of Associated Wrestling (FILA) Milan Ercegan
as saying that since Iran has been an excellent venue for
world wrestling competitions in different age categories in
the past two years, FILA will consider favorably Iran’s re-
quest for hosting the 2001 world championship.

Meanwhile, Ercegan met with Vice-President and head
of the Physical Education Organization Mostafa Hashemi-

Taba.

During the meeting, Ercegan praised efforts made by
officials of Iran’s Wrestling Federtion in holding the 33rd
world free style wrestling championship in Tehran.

In another devel opment, another five members were ac-
cepted by FILA, increasing the number of membersto 107.

Iran, most suitable bridge between
Central Asia, Europe

TEHRAN- Iran is the
most suitable bridge between
Centra Asia and Europe,
Persian Gulf ports and Silk
Road. Speaking at the Silk
Road conference in Baku,
Azerbaijan, Iran's  Deputy
Road and Transportation
Minister, Rahman Dadman,
said revitalization of the an-
cient Silk Road will promote
trade among the nations lo-
cated aong the route and
boost transportation of goods

and passengers.

He further announced
Iran's readiness for coop-
eration with the neighboring
countries in the field of ec-
onomic, trade and tech-
nical fields.

The two-day conference
being held with help from
the European Union within
the framework of transit
route of Europe-Caucasus-
Centra Asia is attended by
34 countries of the world.

that it is not against the in-
terests of any country.

Iranian Foreign Minister
Kama Kharrazi in his
speech termed the  three-
nation cooperation as a
stride towards upgrading the
trilateral  relations, adding
that some countries have ex-
pressed keennessfor  par-
ticipating in the cooperation.

Referring to the imple-
mentation of the Iranian gas
pipeline to Armenia and the
keenness of some countries
for joining the economic
project, he stated that en-
deavors have been made to
fully explore the potentia
of the three countries.

Kharrazi then expressed
hope that the three nations
through exchange of their
experience would be able to
further broaden their multi-
lateral  cooperation  par-
ticularly in the area of pro-
tection of the human and
natural resources.

The Iranian foreign min-
ister in his capacity as the
chairman of  the tripartite
session added that new com-
mittees have been formed to
review issues of health, en-
vironment and natural dis-
asters in the  related coun-
tries.

Tehran-Tokyo ties

TEHRAN - The relations between Tokyo and Tehran
has experienced an upward trend since the spring due in
part to the Japanese resolve to expand relations with the

Islamic Republic of Iran.

Foreign Minister Masahiko Komura in a report to the
Japanese cabinet on Tuesday, a copy of which was given
to IRNA, added “the Iranian government in its foreign
policy has given high priority to remova of tension, a
manifestation of which isimprovement of itsties with the

Arab and European states.”

The report aso highlights the emphasis on laws and
dialog amongst civilizations as other policies adopted by

Iranian President

Mohammad Khatami’s administration.

Last April’s Tehran visit of Komura, then the Jap-
anese deputy  foreign minister, marked a new chapter in

Tehran-Tokyo relations.

The visit of Japan’'s Keidanran economic delegate to
Tehran later in the year was considered by political ex-
perts as another step in the expansion of Tehran-Tokyo

ties.

The experts are aso of the belief that the visit of Ka-

mal Kharrazi to Tokyo in October can further accelerate
the upward trend  of ties between the two countries. It
would be the first visit to Japan by an Iranian foreign min-

ister during the past 11 years.

President:

The Iranian ambassador welcoming the idea expressed Iran’s
ingness to promote Tehran-Lisbon cooperation. The two sides
recent developmentsin bilateral ties.

Lisbon for environmental
cooperation with Tehran

TEHRAN - Portuguese Minister of Environment Ms. Maria Elisa Fer-
reira, in Lisbon Tuesday said her country is ready to boost mutual coop-
eration with Iranin all areas especialy in environmental issues.

She made the remark in a meeting with Iranian Ambassador to  Portugal
Hassan Tajik.

Ferreira further called for exchange of information and experiences be-
tween the two countries regarding environment protection and related pro-

will-
explored

Roots of art deeply
embedded in religion

TEHRAN - President
Mohammad Khatami here
Tuesday said that as faith
and thoughts are free, art is
also free, adding that if a
government intends to har-
ness thoughts and art, it is
doomed to annihilation as
has been witnessed by his-
tory.

Speaking at a ceremony
held for inauguration of
Jamaran Art  Gallery, Pres-
ident Khatami praised the
late Imam Khomeini for
bravely opening a new do-
main for artists of the post-
revolution era.

Terming the revolution
and the Islamic Republic as
the great heritage of Imam
Khomeini, the president said
that the ISsamic Revolution
led to emergence of a gen-

Indiamonitoring lran-Afghanistan

TEHRAN - India Tues-
day said that it was closely
monitoring situation along
the Iran-Afghanistan border.

The official spokesman
of India's Ministry of Ex-
ternal Affairs K.C. Singh
said, “his country is closely
watching the situation along
the Iran-Afghanistan bor-

der.” He however said that
India would not made its
view public on the issue.

To aquery by IRNA on
whether the issue of kid-
napping of Iranian  dip-
lomats by Taliban figured
during the talks between
Vajpayee and Khatami in
Durban, Singh said “Iran is

well aware of India's con-
cern.”

There was no need of
any specific discussion on
the matter, he added.

On the possibility of
Iran-Afghanistan armed con-
flict, the spokesman said
“we don't have answer to
speculative question.”

Blar backs better
relations with |l ran

TEHRAN - Britain was
reported tuesday to be join-
ing the rush with its Eu-
ropean partners and the U.S.
“to woo Tehran.”

The Guardian quoted
British officials saying that
with the U.S. now actively
seeking improved ties after
years of enmity, Prime Min-
ister Tony Blair “wants Brit-
ainto follow suit,” IRNA re-
ported from London.

The move comes ahead
of next week’s visit to Lon-
don by Iran’s Foreign Min-
istry Director Genera for

Western European Affairs,
Ali Ahani.

Heis due to pay areturn
visit following British Dep-
uty Undersecretary of State
John Shepherd joining an
EU Troika mission to Teh-
ranin July.

The Foreign Office in
London confirmed Tuesday
that British Foreign  Sec-
retary Robin Cook would
meet his Iranian counterpart
Kamal Kharrazi on the side-
lines of the U.N. Genera
Assembly later this month.

The Guardian described

Anglo-Iranian relations as a
“honeymaoon” that was blos-
soming.

Britain, it said, was
“anxious not to be left be-
hind in trade and in-
vestment, especialy in the
energy sector, by less ret-
icent European competitors
finally free of the threat of
U.S. sanctions.”

The daily reiterated that
Foreign Office Minister for
Middle East Affairs Derek
Fatchett was still hopeful of
making a ground-breaking
visit to Tehran this year,

Spain seeks expansion of
trade ties with Iran

TEHRAN - Spanish
Ambassador to Tehran Ga
briel Busguets told Com-
merce Minister Mohammad
Shariatmadari that 22 Span-
ish companies are to take
part in the 24th Tehran In-
ternational Trade Fair, to be
held in October.

Voicing his country’sin-
terest in expansion of com-
mercial and economic ties
with Tehran, Busguets ex-
pressed hope that effective
measures would be taken to
promote Iran-Spain relations
in light of the establishment
of a permanent commerce
committee and exchange of
trade information between
the two countries, IRNA re-
ported.

He said that Spain has
so far been atrade partner of

Iran as is evident in the
growing trend of mutua
transactions.

Referring to traditional
relations between Iran and
Spain and between Spain
and the world of Islam,
Shariatmadari called for ex-
pansion of trade between
Tehran and Madrid.

He also pointed to the
important role of Iranian and
Spanish  ambassadors in
making their countries in-
formed of each other’s com-
mercial potential and op-
portunities to raise volume
of trade.

He said that Iran wel-
comes investment by Span-
ish entrepreneurs and com-
paniesin various sectors.

Exchange of trade del-
egations, establishment of

Russian economic crigs
not to affect Tenran-Moscow ties

TEHRAN - Despite current economic crisis gripping

relations between Iranian
and Spanish chambers of
commerce and organization
of joint seminars could be
helpful in introducing vari-
ous dimensions of mutual
economic and commercial
cooperation.

He called on Spain to re-
duce export guarantee in-
surance rate and expressed
hope that Iran and Spain
would succeed in endorsing
a draft agreement on mutual

transportation cooperation.

TEHRAN - Proposals of
the lIranian parliamentary
delegation to the current
100th meeting of the Inter-
Parliamentary Union (IPU)
in Moscow have been wel-
comed by the MPs from the
other member states, Iranian
MP Mohammad Javad Lar-
ijani said on Tuesday.

though it thought this would
probably not to in time for
next month’s international
trade fair in Tehran.

eration which isfree from in-
feriority  complex, de
pendence and hegemony of
imperialism, IRNA reported.

Saying that art has its
roots in religion, President
Khatami  stated that this has
led to emergence of major
artistic creations.

He said people cannot be
forced to follow preferences
of others, adding that im-
position of such an attitude
on the society is mere  self-
ishness.

However, said the pres-
ident, law should govern the
society to specify realms of
freedom, adding that rule of
law will prevent anarchy.

Appreciating the people
for their devotions, the pres-
ident said artists transfer this
devotion from generation to
generation.

He also lauded services

of those taking care of thein-
stitute for compilation and
publication of Imam Kho-
meini’s works, adding that
the ingtitute was in fact the
fruit of endeavors of Imam’s
son, the late Ahmad Kho-
meini.

Elsawhere in his speech,
President Khatami praised
martyrs of the Islamic Rev-
olution, especidly those
martyred on September 8,
1978.

The ceremony was at-
tended by a number of of-
ficialsincluding Culture and
Idlamic Guidance Minister
Ataollah Mohajerani,
Imam’s grandson Hassan
Khomeini and staff of Imam
Khomeini's office.

Hassan Khomeini speak-
ing in the same event
stressed that following the
path of the late Imam Kho-
meini must be continued.

Rafsanjani:

tion to the world.

Making Council,
come, tourism is a

zeddin gave a
to promote tourism.

Tourism serves
to Introduce progressin Iran

TEHRAN - Chairman of the Expediency Council Akbar
Hashemi Rafsanjani said on Tuesday promotion of tour-
ism in Iran would serve to introduce the

In a meeting with members of the Tourism Policy-
Rafsanjani said in addition to the in-

means of familiarizing tourists with
the progressin the ISlamic Republic of Iran and neutralize
the propaganda campaign against Iran, IRNA reported.

He said promotion of tourism helps create job and
boost the revenuesin hard cash.

Rafsanjani said Iran with thousands of years of civ-
ilization and unique geographic situation has many tour-
ist attractionswith  special place in tourism industry.

Minister of Culture and Islamic Guidance Ataollah
Mohajerani was present in the meeting.

Head of the Tourism Organization Mohammad Moe-
report on the programs of his organization

Islamic Revolu-

Working committees to follow
up Iran-Italy agreements

TEHRAN - Iranian Min-
ister of Mines and Metals
Eshag Jahangiri and the Ital-
ian Foreign Trade Minister
Augusto Fontozzi and the
heads of the joint economic
commission, decided Mon-
day to convene working
committees to follow up the
agreements reached in Teh-
ran two month ago.

Heading an Iranian del-
egation of economic and
technical experts, Jahangiri
isin Rome for afour-day of-
ficial visit, IRNA reported.

Fontozzi said that Italy
is determined to continue ex-
pansion of tieswith Iran.

He also added that he is
accompanying repre-
sentatives of 70 companies
to atend the international
fair in Tehran to be held in
Octaber.

The Italian foreign trade
minister expressed his coun-

Founded in 1889, the
Genevarbased 134-member
IPU works for peace and
cooperation among nations
and for the firm establish-
ment of representative in-
stitutions. It holds two con-
ferences annualy.

Bringing together MPs
to study political, economic,

Mohajerani:

Photography, anart closeto life

TEHRAN - Minister of Culture and Islamic Guidance
Ataollah Mohajerani, stressed paying more attention to the art
of photography.

Mohajerani made the remark at the opening ceremony of the
8th international photo exhibit at Tehran’s Museum of Con-
temporary Arts.

The minister described the exhibition as the right channel to
organize country’ s photographers.

He said that the messsage conveyed by a picture is a strong
and effective one, adding that photography is an art which is
closer to life than other arts.

During the ceremony, Mohajerani presented the awards of
the selected works to photographers from Lithuania, Belarus,
Slovenia, Iran, Spain, Austria, Germany and India.

Some 1352 photographers from 58 countries have sent over
7,000 photos to the exhibit this year, of which 271 photos were
selected by the jury in the documentary-social, innovative and
free sections.
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Russia, Tehran-Moscow ties are as strong as before, the
Iranian embassy in Moscow said in a statement Tuesday.

The statement added that Iran, as a neighboring coun-
try, is ready to boost its cooperation with Russia in vari-
ous fields including trade and intends to stand by the gov-
ernment and people of Russia at this difficult juncture,
IRNA reported from Moscow.

Expressing regret over the current economic problems
in Russia, it expressed confidence that the Russian gov-
ernment will have the chance to overcome the crisis.

Russia has faced grave monetary crisis in recent
weeks with its national currency rouble being devaluated
by up to 400 percent.

Iran’ s girls karate team
to compete in Hungary

TEHRAN - Iran’s under-
10 girls karate team is to
take part in Hungary karate
competitions to be held next
month, director general of
women sports Ms. Maryam
Mousavi said.

Today, women's sports
more than ever needs atten-

tion and all-out support.

Speaking to reporters on
the sidelines of the 8th girl
karate competitions in Ilam,
west of Iran, she said 20
teams from 19 provinces
across the country are com-
peting in the contests which
started Monday.

Jeddah bank near decision
on Iran shipping [oan

TEHRAN - Jeddah-based Islamic Development Bank
(IDB) is nearing a decision on a proposed DlIrs 130 million
syndicated loan to the Islamic Republic of Iran Shipping
Lines (IRISL), according to Middle East Economic Digest.

It quoted banking sources in Dubai saying the two sides
are expected to decide on the only remaining point of conten-
tion, the repayment period, by late October, IRNA reported
from London.

IDB signed a memorandum of understanding with Iran’s
Central Bank in the middle of this year to lead arrange the
loan to finance the purchase of 13 vesselsby IRISL.

The weekly said that the only outstanding issue was that
IDB wants the Central Bank to guarantee repayment over five
years, while Iran's Central Bank is seeking an eight-year term.

The loan negotiations come at a time when Arab banks in
the Persian Gulf have been playing a bigger role in arranging
financing for Iran, including large sums for railway equipment
purchases.

Discussions are also reportedly going on about the pos-
sibility of country bonds for investors in development pro-
jects.

try’s  willingness to coop-
erate with Iran in diverse
sectors including  energy,
construction,  engineering,
electronics, food, steel, pet-

rochemical, decorative
stones, furniture, leather,
and tourism.

Jahangiri said that con-
current with the Italian del-
egation’s upcoming trip to
Iran, two seminars in |Is
fahan and Mashhad will be
convened to better familiar-
ize the Iltalians with the in-
vestment  opportunities ex-
isting in Iran and the Central
Asian countries.

Welcoming Italy’s inter-
est to cooperate in the above
mentioned fields, Jahangiri
aso expressed lIran's in-
tention to review potential
areas of cooperation.

Referring to the good bi-
lateral ties, Jahangiri also
caled for a reduction of Ita-

socia and cultural problems
and sustainable human de-
velopment, the union oper-
ates a program for the study
and promotion of repre-
sentative institutions and co-
ordinates a technical coop-
eration program to help
strengthen the infrastructure
of legislatures in developing
countries.

Larijani old IRNA that
the Iranian delegation ad-
dressed the IPU human
rights commission on Iran’s
views toward human rights,
the ethnic cleansing carried
out by Tdiban in Af-
ghanistan and Taliban's
treatment of women in the
country.

ly’s export insurance rates to
Iran and asked for Italy’s ex-
pansion of facilities in the
transportation sector, with
the aim of boosting Iranian
exportsto Italy.

Stressing willingness of
both nations to expand re-
lations, the Iranian minister
stressed the availability of
adequate facilities in  Iran
for attracting foreign in-
vestments. He also reiterated
the Iranian government's
position in supporting for-
eign investments.

Jahangiri expressed
Iran’s interest to fully utilize
the Italian  experiences in
various industries, such as
steel

Fontozzi also agreed that
Italy’ s export insurance rates
to Iran should be reduced
and the two sides decided on
a program for a gradua re-
duction of the rates.

ran’s proposals to 1PU meeting welcomed

He said the Afghan
problem has turned into a
major topic in negotiations
of the IPU and the Iranian
delegation raised the issue at
the first session of the spe-
cidized commission on
women.

Larijani said Iran raised
the Afghan issue with the
other inter-parliamentary
groups because of the im-
pacts of the events in Af-
ghanistan on Iran’s national
security.

He hoped that the IPU
delegates attention to be
drawn to the help of the Af-
ghan people and restoration
of peace and stability in that
country.
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