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Tehran, Ankara explore ways
to promote transport cooperation

TEHRAN - Iran’s Minister of Road and Transport Mahmoud Hojati said

that despite efforts to promote Tehran-Ankara air and road transport coop- | N T E R N A T | @) N A L
eration, the present situation is far from desirable.

Making the remark at the first session of joint Iran-Turkey transport
meet, he expressed the hope that the existing problems on the way of over
land transport would be settled through goodwill of the two countries.

Due to their geographical location, Iran and Turkey have the best facil-
ities to establish road, railroad and air transport in East-West corridor, he
said adding as a bridge between Asia and Europe, they can play the most
fundamental rolein regional and intercontinental transportation.

Revival of Silk Road
to highlight Iran’s

Iranian academy joins Infoterm

TEHRAN - Iran’s Academy of Persian Language and Literature has
joined the international center for terminology information (Infoterm), affili-
ated to UNESCO.

The Vienna-based Infoterm was founded in 1971 with the prime ob-
jective of collecting and processing information terminology, offer consulta-
tion and organize training courses and academic gatherings.

The center a'so runs the international terminology network, Termnet.

Iran for the first time attended the Infoterm general assembly which was
held in Vienna recently where members of the assembly approved Iran’s
membership in the center.

Head of Infoterm has expressed the hope that membership of the Iranian
academy will be a prelude to effective cooperation between the two organiza-
tions.

The Only International Persian Daily Newspaper

ISSN: 1353 - 8829 NO. 1053 FRIDAY, SEPT 11, 1998

First vice-president:

New chapter In
Iran-EU relations

President:

Regional security contributesto
global peace

strategic importance

TEHRAN - lran’s Dep-
uty Transportation Minister
and the president of the Is-
lamic Republic Railways
Company, Rahman Dadman
in Baku on Wednesday said
that in reviving the his
torica Silk Road, the
world would once again re-
dlize the strategic im-
portance of the Islamic Re-
public of Iran.

Speaking to IRNA, Dad-
man said that Iran, enjoying
a network of freeways and
railroads, presents one of
the best and least expensive
routes for the Silk Road
connecting Asian and Eu-
ropean continents.

Dadman, in Baku to at-
tend the international con-
ference ‘revival of the Silk
Road’, said that the five
ports in the northern Iran
and the four in the south
which al meet world stan-

dards, further help Iran to
play a major role in the re-
vival of the Silk Road.

The Iranian official re-
ferred to Iran’s 190,000 km
long network  of roads and
soon-to-reach 6,000 km net-
work of railways as other
Iranian strengths to reclaim
its historical share of the Silk
Road. Before the 13th cen-
tury, Dadman said, the Silk
Road after passing through
Iran went through the now
Iraq and Syriatoreach the
Mediterranean.

In the middle of the 13th
century, Turkey replaced
Irag in the SilkRoad, he
added.

The Islamic Republic has
the facilities to revive either
of the two routes, adding
that Iran is of the belief that
reviva of the Silk Road
would greatly help inter-
nationa trade.

Habibi:

TEHRAN - First
Vice-President Hassan
Habibi here Tuesday an-
nounced that the govern-
ment will soon launch a
program to accelerate ef-
forts to eradicate il-
literacy in the country.

Speaking a a cer-
emony in which
UNESCO award was
presented to Iran's Lit-
eracy Movement, Habibi
said so far 97 percent of
Iranian children have re-
ceived education, hoping
that illiteracy will be
rooted out in the country
within the next 15 years,
IRNA reported.

Praising services of
the Literacy Movement
head, Mohsen Qara'ti,
the first vice-president
said taking literacy pro-
grams to rural areas and
removing gender dis
crimination in the imple-
mentation of such plans
are among achievements
of the movement.

Addressing the gath-
ering, Qara'ti said that
teachers of the move-
ment by  attending
100,000 hours of classes
in 30,000 villages have
done a great task. More-
over, 100,000 graduates

Govt. to accelerate
literacy movement

of literacy courses have
been admitted to uni-
versities, he said.

Qara'ti stated that the
award which was pre-
sented to the Literacy
Movement for its plan to
promote literacy by of-
fering simplified books,
is an honor for Islam and
the Islamic Republic.

Meanwhile, Secretary
Genera of the UNESCO
national committee Jalil
Shahi said the organiza-
tion gives specia priority
to the issue of education
to the extent that over one
third of its budget is spent
on educational programs.

Iran’s permanent rep-
resentative to UNESCO
Ahmad Jalali pointed to
500 million illiterates in
the world and said one
out of every five men and
every three women in the
world areilliterate.

He said that illiteracy
rate for women in some
African, South and East
Asian and Arab countries
isover 60 percent.

Ministers of culture
and higher education and
of education, Mostafa
Moin and Hussein Moz-
afar, were also present in
the meeting.
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TEHRAN - President
Mohammad Khatami said
on Wednesday that Iran,
Greece and Armenia share
common grounds for tri-
partite cooperation.

In a meeting with for-
eign ministers of Greece
Theodoros Pangalos and of
Armenia Vartan Oskanyan
who are on avisit to Iran to
attend tripartite meeting,
the president hoped that the
meeting would be fruitful
for Iran, Greece and Ar-
menia, IRNA reported.

The countries with his-
torical  background and
common interests should
focus their efforts on de-
veloping joint cooperation,
the president said.

He pointed to the con-
flicts in the current century
and said the differences
should be settled logically
through meditation, wis-
dom and self-restraint.

“Ways should be ex-
plored to remove the root-
causes of conflict and the
human being should move
forward towards a lasting

peace,” Khatami said.

“Of course this issue re-
quires us to change our views
toward human being and the
world, so that every human
being should be considered
the first class, every nation
should have equa rights on
global scene and every in-
dividual should enjoy fairly
the God-given resources,” he
said.

President Khatami said,
“today, we need peace and se-
curity for progress of our
countries.  Tripartite coop-
eration between Iran, Greece
and Armenia will serve to
strengthen security in the re-
gion. The regional security
will contribute to the global
peace too.”

He expressed grave con-
cern about ethnic cleansing in
Afghanistan as a human trag-
edy perpetrated by Taliban.

“We are very worried
about the events in Af-
ghanistan.”

Unfortunately, the inter-
national fora have not yet tak-
en a serious action to stop the
bloodshed. Though the Unit-

ed Nations Security Council’s
decision is a step forward, it
is not enough,” Khatami said.

President Khatami said
the presence of the U.S. forc-
es in the Persian Gulf is the
cause of crisis and concern.

“Itis surprising the Amer-
icans express concern about
Iran’s military buildup aong
its eastern border. No doubt
Iran is more concerned about
security of the region than the
Americans,” the president
said.

“We cannot tolerate in-
security at our border areas.
We cannot leave our border
open to crimes, genocide and

drug trafficking and re-
main indifferent toward safe-
ty of Iranian nationals special-
ly the diplomats in
Afghanistan taken hostage by
Tdliban contrary to al inter-
nationa norms,” President
Khatami said.

“Concern about possible
outbreak of war expressed by
any entity is something under-
standable, but, there exists
suspicion whether or not the
U.S. is sincere in expressing

concern. When we embark
on reinforcement of our
border areas, they express
concern, whereas they fire
long-range missiles at in-
nocent people in other
countries,” the president
said. He said the Idamic
Republic of Iran follows
the policy of detente and
there is no doubt that if the
U.S. withdrew its troops
from the region and re-
linquish its unwarranted in-
terference in other coun-
tries affairs, the
international peace and se-
curity would be available
soon.

Pangalos said the pres-
ident’s views are very pos-
itive and called for settle-
ment of the international
conflicts  through legal
means and by referring to
the International Court of
Justice. Oskanyan said the
tripartite meeting would
serve to develop coop-
eration  between Iran,
Greece and Armenia as
well as peace and security
in the region.

|ran concerned about continuation of
crisis in Afghanistan

TEHRAN - Foreign
Minister Kamal Kharrazi
and Afghan President Bu-
rhanuddin Rabbani
Wednesday discussed the
latest developments in Af-
ghanistan.

The meeting was held
upon Rabbani’s return from
the recent summit meet of
the Non-Aligned Move-
ment in Durban South Af-
rica and following his visit
to Turkey, IRNA reported.

He told Kharrazi that
the Islamic Republic of Iran
has adopted a policy to-
wards Afghanistan which is
based on Islamic and inter-
national principles, adding
that the policy has been
hailed by the Afghan peo-
pleThe Afghan president
stressed that doubts over
the inhumane nature of the
Taliban group have now
been removed with the mas-
sacre of oppressed Afghan
people in northern part of
the country.

He said with the re-
vealing made to the world
by the Amnesty Inter-
national, it is now proved to
al that the Taliban have no
respect for Islamic, hu-

FILA president:

manitarian and international
principles.

Rabbani added that the
outcome of the wrong pol-
icy of perpetuation of war
and bloodshed in Af-
ghanistan in the past is the
massacre and homelessness
of thousands of oppressed
Afghan Mudims by the
Taliban.

Kharrazi for his part re-
gretted continuation of cri-
sisin Afghanistan and mas-
sacre of Muslim people.

“The Idlamic Republic
of Iran has aways de
nounced policy of resorting
to force in Afghanistan and
today severely condemns
massacre of innocent Mus-
lim people in that Islamic
country,” said Kharrazi.

He stated that the Tal-
iban by attacking the Ira
nian consulate in Mazar-i
Sharif and kidnapping Ira-
nian diplomats have shown
to the world that they do
not believe in any Islamic
and international principles,
adding that the Islamic Re-
public holds Taliban re-
sponsible in this connec-
tion.

He expressed the hope

lranian wrestling,
top of world class

TEHRAN- President of
the International Federation
of Associated Wrestling
(FILA) Milan Ercegan here
on Wednesday referred to
Iran as top of the class of
world wrestling.

Ercegan told IRNA that
Iranian planning in wrestling
can serve as a model for the
rest of the world.

“Iranian wrestling
doesn't just belong to Iranian
people and wrestlers, it rath-
er belongs to the whole
world because the Iranian
wrestling style and the wres-
tlers sportsmanship is a mod-
el for other countries ath-
letes,” Ercegan said.

Justifying the selection
of Iranian Wrestling Federa-
tion as the model federation
over the past three years,
Ercegan cited the federa-

tion's very successful plan-
ning to promote wrestling
amongst the youth, and its
excellent management of
various world-class tourna
ments.

The FILA president how-
ever pointed out that Iran
should equip itsdf with
modern coaching techniques
in the world of wrestling.

He praised Iranian wres-
tling fans whom he called a
great support for the sport in
Iran.

Abbas Ha Kenari, Ab-
bas Jadidi, Rasoul Khadem,
Alireza Heidari and Alireza
Dabir raised Iran’s hope for
gold medals.

Meanwhile, two other
Iranian wrestlers Pezhman
Dorostkar and Gholamreza
Mohammadi competed for
the bronze medal .

Technical defect, sabotage
rejected in plane crasn

TEHRAN- The results of the probing commission on the
August 26th plane crash, in which head of Iran’s Civil Avia
tion Organization Ali Shahcheraghi and pilot Amini were
killed, will be announced officially within two weeks.

Speaking to reporters, director general of the office for
investigation over accidents of the Civil Aviation Organiza-
tion, Faramarz Sarvi, said the commission comprising 30-
35 experts in different related fields have investigated the

case.

Rejecting any likelihood of a sabotage, a technical fail-
ure or a suicide attempt as the cause for the crash, Sarvi said
that the French manufacturer company, Socata, has aso re-

jected the

possibility of any technical defect in the plane.

The single engine T.B. 20 aircraft that took off from Teh-
ran on August 26, and which refueled in Rasht in northern
Iran, crashed immediately after take off.

that through efforts of the
United Nations, the crisis
will soon come to an end.
Meanwhile, Chair-

man of the Expediency
Council told Rabbani that
“the attack on the lranian
consulate in Mazar-i
Sharif and the abduction of
11 lranian diplomats and
other lranian citizensin Af-
ghanistan by Taliban militia
is flagrant violation of
international codes and
norms of diplomacy and
there exists no pretext for
such an uncouth act.”

Rafsanjani said  that
“Taliban militia cannot
evade responsibility of the
fate of the  abducted Ira-
nians.”

“The inhumane events
taking shape in Afghanistan,
unfortunately  being done
in the name of Idam is tru-
ly ugly and has no logical
explanation at all,” he said.

The Expediency Council
head then said, “from the
beginning of the conflict in
Afghanistan, the Islamic Re-
public of Iran had invariably
said that reverting to use of
force was not a solution to
the Afghan crisis.”

“The Islamic Republic
of Iran once again severely
condemns the massacre of
defenceless and  innocent

Afghans,” Rafsanjani stated.

“Based on Islamic hu-
manitarian duty, the Islamic
Republic of Iran once more

Y erevan seeks Tehran’ s participation

stresses that the only solu-
tion to the ongoing crisis in
Afghanistan is the establish-
ment of a unified Afghan
groups with the participa
tion of all groupsin a broad-
based government,” he said.

Rabbani expressed sad-
ness over the inhuman and
atrocious  acts of Taliban
militia which run counter to
international  codes  and
norms.

The Afghan president
said that the oppressed peo-
ple of Afghanistan will never
forget Iran's humanitarian
assistance during the alien
occupation and the onslaught
of civil war in Afghanistan.

“The people of Af-
ghanistan sincerely hope that
the Islamic Republic of Iran
will not trandate the atro-
cious acts of the Taliban mi-
litia against Iranians as the
works of the suffering Af-
ghans,” Rabbani underlined.

“Iran should record the
criminal acts of Taliban in
the militia's ledger,” high-
lighted the Afghan president.

President Rabbani
briefed the Expediency
Council head of the latest
political, social and military
developments in Af-
ghanistan.

The Afghan president
said, “the true nature of uni-
slamic Taliban became more
exposed to the world over its
cruelties.”

TEHRAN - First Vice-
President Hassan Habibi
here on Wednesday said that
the success of ‘diaog
amongst civilizations' in
great part depends on expan-
sion of cooperation, ex-
istence of mutual respect
amongst countries and not
granting superpower status
to acountry.

In a meeting with Greek
Foreign Minister Theodoros
Pangalos, Habibi referred to
Iran-Greece relations as “an
appropriate model of ancient
relations between nations,”
IRNA reported.

Habibi said that the Eu-
ropean interest to expand its
relations with the Islamic
Republic of Iran marks a
new chapter in Europe-lran
relations.

“The Islamic Republic of
Iran seeks removal of ten-
sions and expansion of ties
with other countries,” Habibi
said, adding “It's in the
world's interest to have
peace and security in the
Persian Gulf and Oman Sea
region, and this requires the
regional countries to be in
charge of their region’s se-
curity.”

Turning to the situation
in Afghanistan, Habibi con-
demned the ethnic cleansing
by the Taliban and their in-
humane behavior towards
the Afghan people and spe-
cialy the women.

He also expressed Iran’s
concern that the Taliban do
their inhumane acts under
the banner of Islam, adding
that the expansion of narcot-
ics production in Af-
ghanistan constitutes a major
threat to the world.

In conclusion, Habibi
caled for immediate release
of lIranian nationals in-
cluding the diplomats by the
Taliban.

Pangalos, in Tehran to
attend the Iran-Greece-
Armenia tripartite meeting,
also expressed concern over
the war and narcotics pro-
duction in Afghanistan, fur-
ther caling on the inter-
national community  to
addresstheissue.

Stressing Greek interest
to expand its ties with the Is-
lamic Republic of Iran, Pan-
galos said “in the European
Union, Greece has always
opposed isolating Iran in the
international arena.”

He aso consented that
staking a clam to super-
power status by some coun-
tries has been a source of
major problems in the world.

Earlier on Tuesday, For-
eign ministers of Iran and
Greece stressed promotion
of overal Tehran-Athens re-
lations and cooperation in
political, economic and cul-
tural fields at regional, mul-
tilateral and international
levels.

The Greek foreign min-
ister told his Iranian coun-
terpart, Kamal Kharrazi, that
Greece welcomes  coop-
eration with Iran in the
fields of agriculture, energy,
joint cultural and  educa
tional projects and campaign
against narcotics.

He pointed out that Iran
is the best, most economical
and fastest route for transfer
of energy. He said the issue
must be studied from  ec-
onomic aspects rather than

political.
Pangolos added that
Greek trade and parlia

mentary delegations  will
visit Tehran soon to further
boost Tehran-Athens coop-
eration.

The Greek foreign min-
ister also briefed Kharrazi on
the latest  developments in
Kosovo and attempts to ease
the crisis.

He further voiced Ath-
en’'s concern over the grave
situation in Afghanistan and
kidnapping of Iranian dip-
lomats and nationals by the
Taliban.

Kharrazi said that Iran-
Greece-Armenia cooperation
helps promote regional
peace, stability and develop-
ment and serves as a model
for cooperation among
countries.

He also termed as con-
structive exchange of visits
by the two countries of-
ficials in various trade, ec-
onomic, roads, fisheries,
shipping, agriculture, cul-
turd and parliamentary
fields and laid emphasis on
Tehran-Athens cooperation
in tourism, exchange of mo-
viesaswell asradio, TV and
scientific fields.

Turning to joint coop-
eration to settle the Bosnian
crisis, Kharrazi added that
Iran, as chairman of the Or-
ganization of the Isamic
conference, is ready to coop-
erate with Greece to solve
the Kosovo crisis.

The Greek foreign min-
ister left Tehran on Wednes-
day. In his two day stay in
Tehran, he conferred with
President Khatami, the first
vice president and his Ira-
nian counterpart on expan-
sion of political, economic,
cultural and scientific issues.

Iranian Deputy Foreign
Minister for Economic Af-
fairs Mahmoud Vaezi, who
was at the Tehran airport to
see off the Greek minister,
told IRNA that Iran and
Greece have agreed to sign
agreements on mutual educa-
tional, technical and tech-
nological cooperation.

Other issues discussed
by the two sides were es-
tablishment of a hedlth, en-
vironment and natural dis-
aster committee and further
activation of private sectors
in the two countries.

In Armenian devel opment projects

TEHRAN-  Armenian
Foreign Minister Vartan Os-
kanyan and his Iranian coun-
terpart Kamal Kharrazi here
Wednesday exchanged
views on bhilateral relations,
cooperation at regiona lev-
els and most recent develop-
ments in the region.

The Armenian foreign
minister expressing his satis-
faction over the results of his
previous visit to Iran  said,
“Yerevan is serioudy fol-
lowing up the materi-
alization of the accords
reached during hisvisit.”

“Armenia is making ef-
forts to further bolster re-
lations with Iran,” IRNA

guoted Oskanyan as saying.

Underlining the outcome
of the tripartite meeting in
Tehran (Greece, Armenia,
Iran), the Armenian foreign
minister said, the results of
the sessions are in the shared
interest of the three par-
ticipating countries which in-
clude the construction of gas
pipeline grid of Armenia that
also contributes to the deep-
ening of bilateral relations.

Oskanyan caled for
more multiple meetings with
the participation of other
countries.

The Armenian foreign
minister also expressed de-
sire in having Iran par-

Italian companies invited to
participate in Tehran trade fair

TEHRAN - The visiting Iranian Mines and Metals Minister
Eshag Jahangiri, after visiting several industrial units in north-
ern Italy, invited Italian companies as well as economic and in-
dustrial delegations to participate in the international trade fair

to openin Tehranin October.

Jahangiri accompanied by several Iranian economic and in-
dustrial experts visited three steel mills near Milan which ma-
nufature steel profiles and steel products for vehicles.

The managers of the Italian factories briefed Jahangiri on
the technical specifications of the steel plants.

The Iranian minister and his companions also visited the
famous Danieli stedl factory near Venice, which is aso the lead
contractor to build the an alloy steel plant in Y azd Province of

Iran.

ticipate in its communica
tions and development pro-
jects such as road and dam
constructions.

Kharrazi assessed the
setting up of the fifth Iran-
Armenia trade exhibition
and the private sector  sem-
inar as a “constructive’
measure in the broadening of
relations. The trade exhibi-
tion and seminar will be held
in Yerevan to  portray the
trade and industrial ca
pabilities of two nations.

Kharrazi voiced Iran’s
readiness to participate in
different development pro-
jects, particularly those of
dam and road constructions
in Armenia.

In another development,
Chairman of the Armenian

National Assembly Khos-
row Haratunyan in Moscow
stressed Iran’s key role in
the region and lauded its ef-
forts to end the bloodshed in
Afghanistan.

He made the remark on
the sidelines of the current

100th meeting of the
Inter-Parliamentary ~ Union
(IPV).

He added that since war
in Afghanistan has direct im-
pact on national security of
regional countries, collective
efforts of al countries are
needed to find a peaceful so-
lution to the crisis.

Expansion of Iran-
Armenia cooperation will
lead to further promotion of
regional cooperation, he con-
cluded.
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