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Head of Mostazafan Foundation

escapes assassination attempt LN

TEHRAN - Head of the Mostazafan and Janbazan Foundation (the
Foundation for the Oppressed and the Disabled) Mohsen Rafigdoust escaped
an assassination attempt here Sunday morning, IRNA reported.

Rafigdoust was working in his office at the central headquarters of the
foundation on Modarres highway, in northern Tehran, when unknown gun-
men opened fire on him from the hills overlooking the foundation.

According to initial reports he has received no serious injuries.
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Iran againdt Indablity I \World reacts to Taliban

[ran urgesUN. Security Council to take
proper measuresagaing Taliban crimes

TEHRAN - Foreign Min-
ister Kamal Kharrazi in atel-
ephone tak with the U.N.
Secretary General Kofi An-
nan Friday asked him to take
necessary measures against
the recent crimes committed
by the Taiban militia in
murdering Iranian diplomats
and journalist in Mazar-i
Sharif.

“This atrocious act is a
clear example of crimes
committed against human-
ity,” he told Annan, re
questing the U.N. chief to
ask the U.N. Security Coun-
cil to show an appropriate re-
action towards the Taliban
and preventing the group
from escalating massacres
and ethnic cleansing in Af-
ghanistan.

Expressing aversion over
the human tragedy at the
hands of Taliban group in
Afghanistan, Annan said he
will immediately deliver his
report to the Security Coun-
cil inthisregard.

In another development,
Iranian permanent repre-
sentative to the United Na-
tions Hadi Nejad-Husseinian
submitted a letter to Annan
on Thursday, calling for con-
demnation of the Taliban
crime in massacring the Ira-
nian diplomats and for ar-
rest and handing over the
criminalsto Iran.

“This is a war crime
which should be severely
condemned and that  the
persons involved should be
surrendered to the Islamic
Republic of Iran for tria,”
the letter said.

Referring to the Security
Council resolution 1193 and
specifically its article 8, the
Iranian representative asked

for an immediate in-
vestigation of the case and
adoption of a proper measure
by the Security Council.

Meanwhile, The office
of the Leader of the Islamic
Revolution Ayatollah  Ali
Khamenei here Thursday
night issued a message of
condolence over the martyr-
dom of the Iranian diplomats
and journalist and an-
nounced a 3-day nationa
mourning period starting
Saturday.

In another development,
President Mohammad Kha-
tami on Friday offered con-
dolences to the Leader, Ira-
nian nation and the families
of the deceased.

President Khatami in his
message said that the martyr-
dom of the Iranian dip-
lomats and journalist was the
outcome of deep sense of re-
sponsibility and afountain of
human endurance of the in-
nocent Iranian diplomats and
the government of the |slam-
ic Republic of Iran on the
one hand and the fo-
mentation of evil thoughts,
cruelty and savagery of the
Taliban group on other hand.

The Iranian nation and
the government of the Is-
lamic Republic of Iran are
fully determined to make an
al-out endeavor in order to
pursue the case of the human
and political tragedy taking
place in Afghanistan at the
national and international
levels, said the president.

Iran’s National Security
Council (NSC) convened on
Saturday to review current
developmentsin Afghanistan
and exchange views on plans
and reports by members of
the council.
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and 43 points stood third.
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Iran crowned
champion of world
wrestling contests

TEHRAN - The 33rd world free-style wrestling
championship ended in Tehran Friday and the Islamic Re-
public of Iran with three gold medals, two silver, a bronze
and aforth place, with atotal of 63 points took first place,

Russia with one gold, two bronze and 54 points took
the second place and U.S. with one gold and one bronze

Ukraine, South Korea and Poland with 37, 28 and 22
points respectively, were fourth to sixth.
Cuba, Germany, Armenia, and Turkey were seventh

204 wrestlers from 40 countries participated in the
33rd world free-style wrestling championship which be-
gan September 8, in the 12,000-seat hall of Tehran's Aza

Meanwhile, the head of the International Olympic
Committee Juan Antonio Samaranch in a telegram con-
Iran’s Olympic Committee and
vice-president Mustafa Hashemi-Taba on the victory of
the Iranian team and lauded the Iranian officials, for the
successful holding of the competitions in Tehran.

Samaranch also congratulated the Iranian wrestlers

The council commis-
sioned al relevant author-
itiesin Iranto consider eve-
ry possible channel for
protecting Iran’s national in-
terests, and maintaining re-
giona peace and security
and to adopt appropriate
measures for ensuring those
purposes.

An official with the
council said Iran is con-
sistently entitled to every
appropriate action, and that
the country would proceed
with arrangements for es-
tablishing peace and security
in the region.

The council, he said, also
decided to keep the present
Iranian troops along the bor-
der with Afghanistan in or-
der to protect lran's ter-
ritorial integrity and prevent
any possible challenge
aong border with Af-
ghanistan.

Persian Gulf region

TEHRAN - A member
of the Iranian delegation to
the 100th meeting of the In-
ter-Parliamentary Union
(IPU), Mousa Zargar said in
Moscow on Friday that Iran
is against any measure |ead-
ing to instability in the Per-
sian Gulf region.

Referring to baseless
claims by the government of
the United Arab Emirates
(UAE) on three Iranian is
|lands in the Persian Gulf, he
stressed that Iran has always
fulfilled its commitments to-
wards the 1971 accord,

IRNA reported.
Any possible mis
understanding resulting

from misinterpretation of
the accord should be solved
through peaceful means,
Zargar said adding, the Is-
lamic Republic considers it-
self responsible for pres-
ervation of peace,
tranquility and security of

Turkish forelgn minister:

Ankara concermed aboit cinen

91l

TEHRAN - The visiting
Turkish Foreign Minister
Ismail Cem in a meeting
with his Iranian counter-
part Kamal Kharrazi here
Sunday, said Afghanistan
has become a factor of in-
security, horror and in-
stability in the region.

Speaking in the first
round of Tehran talks with
the Iranian foreign min-
ister, Cem expressed con-
dolences on martyrdom of
the Iranian diplomats and
journalist and described it
as a “savage act” by the
Taliban, IRNA reported.

Underlining the role of
international community in
the settlement of Afghan
crisis, the Turkish foreign
minister said Ankara is
concerned about current
situation in Afghanistan.

He said that per-
petuation of the condition
implies continuation  of
massacre and bloodshed,
adding that various Afghan
groups should be encour-
aged to hold negotiations.

Pointing to the efforts
of both the countries to re-
store peace and tranquility
in Afghanistan, the Turkish
official expressed the hope
that exchange of views be-
tween Tehran and Ankara
on bringing an end to the
Taliban massacre of in-
nocent people in Af-
ghanistan will bear fruits.

Kharrazi for his part
outlined Iran’'s policies
adopted towards Af-

ghanistan, adding that
those policies were based

in ATopasa

on non-interference in in-
ternal affairs of the coun-
try, making efforts to set-
tle disputes peacefully,
and encouraging belliger-
ent Afghan groups to hold
talks on formation of a na-
tional reconciliation gov-
ernment.

Kharrazi said inter-
ference of certain coun-
tries in the affairs of Af-
ghanistan and their arming
of Taliban as well as ren-
dering political and fi-
nancial support to the
group were factors further
complicating the crisis and
resulting in mass murder
of innocent people in Af-
ghanistan.

Pointing to the siege of
Bamian, the Iranian for-
eign  minister  warned
against an imminent mas-
sacre by the Taliban in that
region and expressed
Iran’s deep concern over
the emergence of another
tragedy in Bamian.

He said the Islamic Re-
public of lIran will con-
tinue its diplomatic efforts
to prevent mass murder in
Afghanistan.

Kharrazi also criticized
the growing trend of coop-
eration between Turkey
and the Zionist regime and
expressed Iran’s concern
in this connection.

He said: “unfortunately,
this cooperation is in line
with hegemonic policies of
the Zionist regime in the en-
tire region and is against the
Isamic world and, there-
fore, must be deplored.”

lran to launch Zolfagar-2
Mmaneuvers in eastern border

TEHRAN - Chairman of
the Joint Chiefs of Staff of
the army Major General Ali
Shahbazi here on Thursday
announced that the annual
Zolfagar military maneuvers
would soon be carried out in
the Iranian eastern border
areas.

Referring to the new se-
curity issuesin the country’s
eastern border areas, Shah-
bazi told IRNA that the ma-
neuvers would be un-
precedented in terms of its
scope and variety of opera-
tions.

“Employment of al the
resources and capabilities to
guarantee the national secur-
ity and to defend the rights
of the Islamic Republic of
Iran citizens is our natural
and lega right,” Shahbazi
said.

Shahbazi further added
that the unusual military ac-
tivities across the eastern
border have been a source
of increased security dis
turbances which have made
the military exercises in-
evitable.

According to Shahbazi,
army’s ground force has the
brunt of the responsibility
for the maneuvers, and

would utilize its elite forces,
armored, mechanized and ar-
tillery units while being sup-
ported by the army’s air-
borne divison and the air
force.

The go ahead for the ma-
neuvers have been issued
and the necessary forces
have been stationed in the re-
gion for the past month, the
army commander said, add-
ing that the latest in-
novations by Iranian experts
would be showcased in the
maneuvers.

“The Islamic Republic of
Iran army on commands of

the Commander-in-Chief of
the Armed Forces (Ayatollah
Ali Khamenei) will carry out
its duties in defending the
territoria integrity of the
country and in guaranteeing
the national security re-
gardless of the big powers
threats,” Shahbazi stressed.
Meanwhile, the com-
mander of the army’s
ground forces, Brigadier-
General Abdulali Pourshasb
said on Saturday that the
army’s largest war game
‘Zolfagar-2°  will be con-
ducted by the force in early
October in a 50,000 sg. km

Tehran, Tokyo call for exchange
of parliamentary delegations

TEHRAN - Iran and Japan
on Thursday called for further
exchange of parliamentary
delegations between the two
countries. Head of the Internal
Affars Commission of the
Parliament, Ali Movahedi Sa-
voji, who is currently in To-
kyo, and head of Japan's Lo-
cal States Committee Takanori
Sakai, aso explored avenues
for joint parliamentary coop-
eration, IRNA reported from
Tokyo.
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To launch bilatera and
multilateral  cooperation on
campaign againgt narcotics,
the two sides agreed that a
Japanese delegation visit Teh-
ran in anear future.

area along country’s eastern
borders.

The maneuvers will start
on the commands of the Ay-
atollah Ali Khamenei and
with participation of more
than 200,000 troops in-
cluding three army divisions.

At present three divi-
sions are deployed aong
Iran’s borders with  Af-
ghanistan, he said, adding
the maneuvers aims to pre-
serve army’ s readiness to de-
fend territorial integrity of
the country. It is quite de-
fensive and poses no threats
to any country, Pourshasb

the entire region.

Negotiations with the
UAE officials, without any
precondition, is possible, he
said stating that Iran has
proved its good intentions
by dispatching two high-
ranking goodwill delega
tionsto the UAE.

Meanwhile, chairman of
the Iragi National Assembly
Saadoun Hammadi said
that Tehran-Baghdad re-
lations are currently im-
proving.

Speaking to IRNA on
the sidelines of the IPU
meeting, he noted that al-
though there are obstaclesin
the way of exchange of
prisoners of war between
the two countries, all the
problems are expected to be
solved once and for al.

Referring to the con-
sequences of U.N. sanctions
on lrag, he said that some
1.5 million lragi people
have died as a result of hun-
ger and poverty in the past
few years.

Furthermore, as a result
of the sanctions every
month nearly 7,500 Iraqi
children are dying due to
malnutrition and lack of
medicines, Hammadi added.

Huge whale dies on shore

In Persian Gulf

BANDAR LENGEH, Hormuzgan - The Marine Research Institute of the
Oman Sea in the Hormuzgan Province reported Sunday that a huge whale
has died here due to unknown causes.

The report said that the whale which was spotted early last week close to
Bandar Lengeh died on shore.

It added that the whale was 13 metersin height and weighed 15 tons.

These types of whales which are known as hunch back with no teeth, are
spread around in the world, have also been spotted in the Persian Gulf in the
recent years.

massacre of lranians

TEHRAN - World per-
sonalities and organizations
have condemned the Taliban
for murdering Iranian dip-
lomats and journalist.

Foreign Office Minister
Derek Fatchett Friday of-
fered British sympathy and
condolences to the Iranian
government and families of
the victims of Tdiban's
mass murders and called for
the cul prits to be punished.

“We are outraged at the
recent confirmation from the
Taliban that the diplomats
from the Iranian consulate in
Mazar-i Sharif have been
murdered,” he said in a re-
leased statement.

Fatchett said the murders
“deserve  universal  con-
demnation” and that the
British government hoped
that those responsible would
“quickly be brought to jus-
tice.”

In his statement, the Brit-
ish Foreign Office minister
said that he hoped Iran
would use its influence in
Afghanistan to obtain a
peaceful settlement under
the auspices of the U.N. and
Organization of Islamic Con-
ference, currently chaired by
Iran.

He said that the British
government will “do all we
can to support this.”

In Paris on Friday,
French Foreign Ministry
spokeswoman, Anne Gazeu-
Secret said, “we severely
condemn the criminal acts of
Taliban in the martyrdom of
nine Iranian diplomats in
Afghanistan.”

“It is a crimina act
which cannot be accepted ac-
cording to the Vienna con-
vention and international
law.

“Such an act has raised
great concern in the inter-
national circle and that the

Islamic Republic of Iran
should show restraint,”
French Foreign Ministry
spokesman said.

Meanwhile  Suleiman

Demirel, Turkey’'s president
sent a message to  President
Khatami  expressing con-
dolences to the government
and Iranian people.

Russian Foreign Min-
istry spokesman, Vaari Nas-
trovshkin said, “the martyr-
dom of Iranian diplomats
and IRNA correspondent at
the hands of the Taliban is a
tremendous human disaster.”

The Spanish Foreign

Minister Abel Matutes and
one of the foreign ministers
of EU severely condemned
the Tdiban atrocity against
the Iranian diplomats.

“Madrid and EU will do
al it can to help the Islamic
Republic of Iran,” said Ma-
tutes.

Japan’s Foreign Min-
istry’s deputy spokesman
Masaki Ukada told the press
that “Tokyo condemns the
massacre of diplomats and
journalist.”

Ukada further said that
the Japanese government is
prepared to cooperate with
Iran by sending a team for
the investigation of mas
sacre.

The Kyrgyz Foreign
Ministry spokesman said
that his government strongly
condemned the murder of
Iranian diplomats at the
hands of the Taliban crim-
inals.

“The murder of Iranian
diplomats does not only run
contrary to international
norms and laws but it aso
tramples the ethical norms
and civility observed around
the world,” stated the
spokesman.

Prayers seminar opens

TEHRAN - The 8th na
tionwide prayers seminar was
opened here Saturday with a
message by the Leader of the
Islamic Revolution Ayatollah
Ali Khamenel and President
Mohammad Khatami’'s
Speech.

Publicizing the importance
of prayers, review of the 8
year performance of the
prayers headquarters and fu-
ture planning with an ob-
jective to promulgate culture
of prayers was among topics
to be raised a the two-day
gathering.

The Leader's message,
read by head of the Friday
prayers policy-making coun-
cil Hojatolesam Rasouli Ma
halati, underlined prayers as
pillar of the religion and said
the more sincerely prayers are
performed, the more its aus-
picious effects will be dem-
onstrated in the personal and
socid life of the performers.

Stating that the root cause
of al misfortunes of human
beings rests in man’s neg-
ligence of God and man's
greed for personal interests,
the message said prayers free
individuals of all secular re-
gtrictions and lead him to-
wards the sublime truth.

Addressing the seminar,
President Khatami condemned
the Taliban for martyrdom of
Iranian diplomats and journal-
ist, dating that the inter-
national community and the

so-called supporters of human
rights have so far failed to take
a proper measure in this re-
spect.

Expressing the hope that
relevant organizations  will
take more effective steps to
halt aggressions of the Tal-
iban, the president said that
martyrdom of Iranian dip-
lomas and IRNA cor-
respondent in Afghanistan has
agonized the whole humanity.

He dated that Taliban's
measures are against al hu-
manitarian and international
standards, adding that the
group’s attempt to commit
such crimes in the name of Is-
lam isabitter reality.

Pointing to the critical sit-
uation of Afghan people, es-

pecialy women and children,
President Khatami said a self-
ish biased group is committing
crimes in Afghanistan in the
name of Isam.

The group, unable to com-
prehend the redlities, has be-
come a tool in the hands of
hegemonic powers, he said.

However, he stressed, by
resorting to “rational meth-
ods’ vis-avis Afghanistan, al
should vigilantly fulfill their
humanitarian and Idamic du-
ties. Addressing his remarks
on officids of the Prayers
Headquarters, the president
underlined importance  of
prayers and termed it a major
human refuge against hard-
ships and difficulties.

He said steps should be

taken to promulgate the spirit
of prayers in the society and
caled on scholars and psy-
chologists to further introduce
prayers to the public through
effective means.

Prior to President Kha
tami’s speech, head of the
Prayers Headquarters Ho-
jatoledam  Qardati  said
prayers should be uplifted in
the Idamic system as it serves
as the mogt effective factor to
make the society immune
against cultural assaullt.

He said that so far 500
volumes of books have been
published on prayers and tens
of motions have been ap-
proved by the cabinet min-
isters on the performance of

prayers.

Minister asks bank
to cede industrial units

TEHRAN - Industries
Minister Gholamreza Shafei
on Saturday underlined the
need for the Industry and
Mine Bank to privatize al its
affiliated companies and fac-
tories.

Speaking a the in-
auguration ceremony of the
first electro-motor  man-
ufacturing plant in Mashhad,
Khorasan Province, Shafei

work, he added.

counterpart.

IRIB to boost cooperation with
Centrdl Asan TV networks

TEHRAN - Managing Director of the Islamic Re-
public of Iran Broadcasting (IRIB) Ali Larijani said in
Ashkhabad Friday that his organization aims to boost
technical and educational cooperation with radio and tel-
evision networks of Kyrgyzstan and Turkmenistan.

He said based on a protocol signed in Bishkek, IRIB
will soon start exchange of programs and news items
with Kyrgyz radio and television networks.

According to Larijani, a number of Kyrgyz television
employees will take courses in technical and production
fields in IRIB college in Tehran in the near future,
IRNA reported from Ashkhabad.

IRIB is to make available TV transmitters produced
by Iran's Takta company to Kyrgyzstan television net-

The IRIB managing director further expressed satis-
faction with the outcome of his talks with Turkmen of-
ficials and said the Turkmen side had expressed interest
to employ Iran’ stechnical and educational facilities.

During his two-day visit to Ashkabad, Larijani met
with the Turkmen vice-president and also his Turkmen

Iran wins bronze medal at world
tae kwon do championships

TEHRAN - Yousef Jang-
Jou, of the ninth weight cat-
egory, Friday won a bronze

medal for Iran at the ongoing
world youth tae kwon do
championships being held in

Iran ranks sixth in Computer Olympiad in Portugal

TEHRAN - Iran on the
strength of four silver
medals ranked sixth in the
10th  World  Computer
Olympiad held in Setubal,
Portugal, it was announced
here Saturday.

The young researchers

club said that students
from 66 world countries
had participated in the
Olympiad.

Slovakia, China and
Poland respectively ranked
first to third in this year's
Computer Olympiad.

Iranian team composed
of Shahab Oveis Qarn,
Behshad Behzadi, Poyan
Khaje-Amir and  Nasser
Faramarz-Pour each won
asilver medal.

In last year’s competi-
tions Iran ranked eighth.

Istanbul, Turkey.

In the first round, his Ni-
gerian riva failed to appear
in the bouts. In the second
round, he beat his Italian and
Austrianrivals.

In the semi-finals, how-
ever, he was defeated by his
South Korean rival thus win-
ning a bronze medal.Athletes
from 55 countries are com-
peting in the competitions
which darted Wednesday.
Iran is represented by 10
youthsin the contests.

said rather than owning fac-
tories, the Industry and Mine
Bank should try to attract re-
sources, offer bonds and
grant facilities to industrial
units. Speaking about the
electro-motor factory, Shafel
said that the annual capacity
of the factory stands at one
million electro-motors and
despite the fact that the do-
mestic demand for motors
tips three millions annualy,
it is advisable that the fac-
tory export part of its pro-
duction to meet its hard cur-
rency needs.

Also addressing the gath-

ering was the
appointed president of the
bank, Ahmad Azizi, who
said that the factory is able
to export parts of its output
to germany right at the be-
ginning of its work.

Azizi  stressed  that
should the employer and the
employees have equal shares
in the factory’s profits, the
operation would be much
smoother. Otherwise, he
added, there would be cer-
tain production problems.

He outlined shortage of
liquidity as the mgjor prob-
lem facing the plant.

newly-

Iran, Azerbaijan discuss
rallroad cooperation

TEHRAN - Iran’'s Dep-
uty Roads and Transport
Minister and Managing Di-
rector of Iran’s State Rail-
ways Company, Rahman
Dadman, discussed Tehran-
Baku cooperation in road,
railroad, sea and air trans-
portation with ranking Azeri
officialsin Baku.

In a meeting with Vice-
Speaker of Azeri Parlia-
ment, Yashar Aliev, Dad-
man praised successful
holding of international con-
ference on revival of Silk
Road and voiced Iran's
readiness to cooperate with
regional countriesin various
fields.

Aliev said Baku attaches
great importance to pro-

motion of relations with
Iran, adding that contracts
signed by the two countries
in economic fields forecast
bright prospects for expan-
sion of Tehran-Baku ties,
IRNA reported from Baku.

In another meeting, the
Iranian officia discussed
promotion of Tehran-Baku
relations with his Azeri
counterpart, Zia Mo-
hammadov. Dadman voiced
Iran’s readiness to repair
Azeri passenger coaches,
rent cargo coaches from
Azerbaijan, establish rail-
roads along Nakhichevan-
Tabriz-Mashhad route and
make use of Azeri experts
in construction of its elec-
tric railroads.
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