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Last ol platform ready for
installation in Sirri ol

BANDAR ABBAS, Hormuzgan - Iranian experts and workers managed to

field

manufacture the last platform in Sirri oil field within the framework of the | N

project to expand the field.

Director of the local Vali-e Asr Industrial Complex Masood Rabbani said
here on Sunday that the platform was transported to Sirri oil field on Sun-
d

ay.
Rabbani said the platform with 150 tons weight and 66 meter height has

three bases.

He said that five oil platforms and a 10,000-ton oil processing platform
have been built by Iranian experts since last year and installed in the ail field.
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Khatami receives Turkish foreign minister:

Iran firm in broadening ties with
neighbors, Muslim states

TEHRAN - President
Mohammad Khatami said
here on Sunday that Iran is
determined to broaden its
ties with the neighboring
and Muslim countries, Tur-
key in particular.

President Khatami told
the visiting Turkish Foreign
Minister Ismail Cem that
Iran is ready to expand its
cooperation with Turkey in
economic, political, cultural
and international spheres,
IRNA reported.

He said that fortunately,
memberships of Iran and
Turkey in the Organization
of the Islamic Conference
(OIC), the group of eight
and the Economic Coop-
eration Organization (ECO)
has set the ground for bi-
lateral cooperation and ef-
forts to promote peace and
security in the region.

Touching on the prob-
lems and threats to the re-
gion, including Afghan cri-
sis, Khatami said that firm
determination of all re-
giond countries is the most
suitable means of solving
the problems.

Stressing Iran’'s ability
to protect its borders and na-
tional security and to defend
its rights, Khatami said that
al should contribute for
speedy realization of peace
and security in Af-
ghanistan.

He termed Taliban's
moves in Afghanistan as
war crimes, adding that the
international community
should not be silent on the
crimes.

Referring to Turkey as a
country which can play a
key rolein regional develop-
ments, President Khatami
voiced concern over the
country’s close relations
with the Zionist regime.

The Mudlim world is
sensitive towards such re-
lations, said the president,
adding that Turkey does not
need cooperation with Israel
and lsrael has shown that it
is aggressive in nature.

The Zionist regime has
explicitly threatened Mus-
lim countries and its pres-
ence in the region is detri-
menta to all, he added.

Cem, submitting Turk-
ish President Suleyman
Demirel’s message to  Pres-

Iranian
rallway to
earn DIrs 30
million from
cargo
trangit

TEHRAN - lIranian
railway has earned DIrs 14
million in the past five
months  from transiting
goods, the income will
reach Dlrs 30 million by
the year-end (March 20,
1999), railway official Hor-
moz Qotbi said on Sunday.

Qothi said the Iranian
railway has reached the Eu-
ropean standards in cargo
transportation.

He said the Railway
Company has made prep-
arations to lower the time
of cargo transit from Sa
rakhs to Bandar Abbas and
Sarakhs to Razi port to sev-
en days.

He sad Iran, Turk-
menistan and  Turkey
reached agreements last
year to boost the capacity
of transiting cargo via ‘the
Silk Road'.

He said Iranian and
Turkish railway companies
have agreed to grant 70
percent discount on the tar-
iffs of cargo and asked
Turkmenistan to grant 50
percent discount on rail-
way transportation tariffs.

Qotbi said cargo transit
from Turkey to the Centra
Asia via Iran stood at
440,000 tons last year com-
pared with 38,000 tons in
the preceding year.

ident Khatami, voiced sym-
pathy with Iranian govern-
ment and people on behalf of
Turkish people and govern-
ment over the Taliban'skill-
ing of Iranian diplomats and
reporter. He said that Iran
and Turkey are two highly
important  civilizations of
the region and said that giv-
en their unlimited potentials
and facilities, the ISamic Re-
public of Iran and Turkey
can play a highly decisive
role in regiona and global
peace and

In another development,
Majlis Speaker Ali Akbar
Nateq Nouri told the visiting
Turkish foreign minister that
Teliban's barbaric act of
murdering Iranian diplomats
and reporter is a clear ag-
gression, saying that Iran re-
serves the right to deal with
this crime and urges inter-
national circles to also deal
appropriately with such in-
human acts.

He said the problem of
genocide is not merely limit-
ed to Afghanistan but is a
crime against the entire hu-
manity and that those re-
sponsible should be pun-
ished aswar criminals.

Expressing concern over
presence of the Zionist re-
gime in the region and An-
kara-Tel Aviv cooperation,
he expressed hope that Tur-
key will pay due attention to
the sengitivities of Muslim
states and its neighbors re-
garding its cooperation with
the expansionist Zionist re-
gime.

Nateg Nouri referred to
historical, cultural and re-
ligious ties between Iran and
Turkey and called for pro-
motion of Tehran-Ankara
parliamentary cooperation.

Cem, who arrived here
Saturday evening, said that
Iran and Turkey are repre-
sentatives of two major civ-
ilizations in the region and
can play an important role
in regional peace and stabil-
ity through cooperation in
variousfields.

Condemning Taliban's
crime in the martyrdom of
nine Iranian diplomats and
reporter in Mazar-i Sharif, in
northern Afghanistan, he ex-
pressed concern over the
genocide by the Taliban in
the country and called for in-

tervention by international
organizations to stop their
inhuman moves.

He added that Turkey is
aware of the sengtivity of
the Idamic countries, in-
cluding Iran, towards An-
kara-Tel Aviv cooperation
and assures them that the
cooperation is not against
any third country.

Later, Cem and his Ira-
nian counterpart Kamal
Kharrazi in a joint press
conference expressed their
views on bilateral, regional
and international issues.

Kharrazi terming Iran
and Turkey as two im-
portant countries of the re-
gion, said that Tehran and
Ankara are making endeav-
ors to promote their multi-
lateral relations despite ex-
istence of some differences
in the opinions.

The Iranian foreign min-
ister added that Afghan cri-
sis, Karabakh and Cyprus
issues as well as develop-
ments in northern Iraq were
among topics he discussed
with the Turkish foreign
minister.

On military cooperation
between Turkey and the Zi-
onist regime, Kharrazi ex-
pressed concern of the Is-
lamic world over military
cooperation with the Zionist
regime.

Also, on Turkish con-
cern over the last week Iran-
Greece-Armenia  tripartite
session in Tehran, he stated
that the tripartite session
was aimed at expanding po-
litical, economic and cul-
tural cooperation as well as
restoration of peace, tran-
quility and security in the
region, saying that is was
not against any country.

The Turkish foreign
minister referring to recent
visit to Ankara of Iran's
minister of Road and Trans-
port Mahmoud Hojjati and
inking some agreements,
said that his country is for
activating  Ankara-Tehran
joint commission.

Regarding his nego-
tiation with Kharrazi, Cem
stated that the two sides
reached positive results on
security issues and further
activation of the two coun-
tries’ joint security commis-
sion.

|ran successful

N

Syrian

INnternational fair

TEHRAN - The Com-
merce Ministry’s repre-
sentative and director of
Iran’s pavilion at the 45th
Damascus International
Fair, Ali Akbar Khatibi in
Damascus Saturday de-
scribed as “successful” the
presence of Iranian com-
panies at the fair.

Speaking to IRNA after
the conclusion of the fair,
he said that most of the Ira-
nian industrial companies
were able to sign sig-
nificant contracts with their
Syrian counterparts.

Khatibi added that con-
tracts signed with various
Syrian organizations and
companies include, an
agreement to sell 500 jeeps
manufactured by ‘Pars
Khodro® company to the
Damascus  Municipdity,
export of 250 ‘Nasim’ and
‘Saba’ cars manufactured
by ‘Saipa company and
also a contract to sell four
casting machines and vari-
ous faucets components.

He added that if the
Syrian industrialists and
businessmen become more
familiar with lran’'s in-
dustrial  capabilities and
technology, Syrian market
will present ample op-
portunities for the Iranian
products.

The Commerce Min-
istry’s representative add-
ed, “If we can implement
an effective marketing plan
to introduce Iranian goods
to the Syrian markets, then
Iran will become a major
trading partner for Syria.”

The lranian minister
aso caled for stability in
Iran's custom rules and
procedures and foreign ex-
change policies, so that Ira-
nian producers can devise
better plan to expand ex-
ports.

Some 49 countries par-
ticipated in the two-week

long Internationa Trade

Fair, which ended in the
Syrian capital on Friday.

National karate
team to enter Brazil
competition

NOSHAHR,Mazandaran
- Iran’s nationa karate team
will participate in the 13th
world karate competition
slated for November 11-15
in Brazil, it was announced
here Sunday.

ETTELAAT ONTHE INTERNET

http://www .ettel aat.com

Speaking at the end of
the fourth preparations
camp here, head of Iran’'s
Karate Federation Hab-
ibollah Nazerian said that by
the start of the competitions
there will be three other
camps, one of which will be
held in Qom Province and
the two others in Tehran
Province.

On Afghan crisis, Cem
said that restoration of peace
in the war-stricken country
is important for both Iran
and for Turkey, adding that
the United Nations and other
world communities should
make more endeavors to end
bloodshed in  Afghanistan.

Cem said Afghan crisis
can be solved only through
formation of a broad-based
government with  participa
tion of all politica factions
and ethnic groups.

ltaly to
cooperate
with [ran in
repairing
historical
monuments

ISFAHAN - lIran
and Italy are to resume
cooperation in the area
of repairing historical
monuments, Mayor of
Italian city Florence
Mario Parimicerio said
here on Sunday.

Parimicerio  made
the remark in the
course of signing an
agreement which envis-
ages cooperation in re-
pairing historical mon-
uments.

He said that a his-
torical monuments re-
pair college in Florence
is ready to offer schol-
arships to technicians
of Iranian city of Is-
fahan.

Iran and Italy can
launch a cultural cam-
paign involving cul-
tural experts and peo-
ple from al walks of
life, Parimicerio said.

He further said that
handicrafts of Isfahan
would be put on show
at a handicrafts exhibi-
tion to be set up in
Florence in December.
Concluding his re-
marks, Parimicerio said
that a cultural move
would be launched in
Isfahan in the spring
season to introduce
Florence

Number of

Tenran, Lisoon explore grounds for
cooperation in oil, gas sector

TEHRAN - Iran and Por-
tugal here Sunday explored
fresh avenues for broadening
bilateral relations, especially
in the area of trade.

Portuguese  Ambassador
to Iran Jose Mauyel Sosta
Arsenio said in a meeting
with Iranian Minister of
Commerce Mohammad
Shariatmadari that the U.S.
d’Amato legislation had no
impact on trade relations be-
tween Iran and the European
Union countries.

Arsenio called for Teh-
ran-Lisbon cooperation in

shipping, agriculture, con-
struction of power plants and
investments in oil and gas
sector.

The ambassador hoped
that Iran and Portugal would
upgrade hilateral trade ex-
changes within the frame-
work of relations with the
European Union (EU).

Shariatmadari said Iran
and Portugal have historical
relations and trade between
the two countries is on a
growing trend.

Pointing to Portugd’s
membership in EU and the

Russian ambassador:

European Parliament, Shar-
iatmadari said Iran is ready
to develop trade with Por-
tugal, adding the two coun-
tries can cooperate in re-
lations to the Central Asian
markets.

He said Tehran-Lisbon
joint economic commission
would serve to explore the
grounds for expansion of bi-
lateral  cooperation  and
caled on the two countries
chambers of commerce to
exchange delegations to
study ways to boost the trade
cooperation.

Iran, Russia favoring
promotion of ties

TEHRAN - Russian Am-
bassador to Tehran Kon-
stantin  Shuvalov, described
the present atmosphere pre-

vailing over Tehran-
Moscow relations as un-
precedented in its five-

century long history.

The ambassador told Iran
News that there were no ba-
sic disputes between the two
countries and commenting
on the current status of bi-
lateral relations, he said both
countries favored boosting
of ties.

“Ministry of Commerce
numbers Russia eighth in its
list of importersin Iran, and
tenth among exporters from
Iran. According to our sta-
tistics, the volume of ex-
change was doubled last year
over the previous year. Un-
fortunately, our cultural ex-
change lacks desirable regu-
larity. It isonly in sports that
our ties are promoted.”

On future of Iran-Russia
relations, he said his country
was determined to maintain
political dialog on al levels
and, in the economic field, to
build the legal infrastructure
for wider cooperation ap-
plicable to new redlities in
both countries.

Commenting on the Af-
ghan crisis, Shuvaov, point-
ing out that since his country
was not an immediate neigh-
bor of Afghanistan and thus
not affected by develop-
ments there in the manner
and to the extent the adjacent
countries were, said “Rus-
sia's policy towards Af-
ghanistan completely co-
incides in its essence,
intention and language with
U.N. decisions. We advocate
immediate cease-fire,

negotiations between con-
flicting parties aimed at the
formation of a broad-based
government that would re-
flect and represent the inter-
ests of al Afghans, al ethnic
groups and al regions.”

As in regards with Tal-
iban issue, the diplomat went
on to say that the Taliban
would have utterly failed if
they had not been financialy
and logistically supported by
foreign countries.  “lron-
ically, the Taliban sponsors
can be easily reveded by
their persistent inclination to
hide their present inter-
ference in Afghan affairs by
endless repeated references
to the Soviet occupation of
that country as the purported
cause of all subseguent evil.”

He went on to state that
“Russia recognizes the gov-
ernment of the Islamic state
of Afghanistan, headed by
President Burhanuddin Rab-
bani. The Taliban have an in-
fluential role in Afghanistan.
But, their share in that coun-
try’s palitical future depends
on their readiness to join oth-
er Afghan factions in direct
negotiations under U.N. aus-
pices aimed a creating a
broad-based and fully repre-
sentative government.”

To answer a question on
Caspian Sea lega regime
whether Russia had any spe-
cia joint programs with Iran
in this regard, the diplomat
said “a session of the task
force on drafting a new legal
regime for the Caspian Sea
is due to be held very soon
in Moscow. All the littoral
states are expected to par-
ticipate a the deputy-
ministerial level.”

country’ s airports

to reach 50 this year

TEHRAN - The number
of the country’s airports
would reach 50 following
construction of airports in
Yasyj (Kohkiluyeh-
Boyerahamd Province),
Shahr-e Kord (Chaharmahal-
Bakhtiari Province), Zanjan
and Arak (Central Province)
this year (ends March 20,
1988).

Deputy Roads and Trans-
portation Minister for con-
struction and expansion of
airports and ports Abdullah
Mohammad-Hashem  told
IRNA here on Sunday that
implementation of the pro-
jects would be financed
from general incomes.

Mohammad-Hashem
said that the 5,800 sguare
meter-terminal of Ardebil’s
airport would be operational
in two months.

Moreover, he added, RIs
195 hillion has been allocat-

Rafiqdoust:

ed this year for construction
of Imam Khomeini airport.

Counter-revolutionariesaim
to make country insecure

TEHRAN - Head of Mostazafan and Janbazan Founda-
tion (MJF) Mohsen Rafiqdoust who escaped a terrorist at-
tempt on his life on Sunday said counter-revolutionary ele-
ments have embarked on efforts to make the country

insecure.

Rafigdoust was working in his office at the MJF head-
quarters on Modarres highway in northern Tehran when un-
known gunmen opened fire on him from the hills over-

looking the building.

He said while the Iranian nation is going ahead with de-
mocracy and progress, the enemies of the Islamic Revolution
are making every endeavor to deal ablow to the Islamic Re-
public with desperate assassinations of the servants of the Is-

lamic Revolution.

On Bushehr power plant
project, the Russian am-
bassador said there was no
political hindrance in the
way of the implementation
of the project while in tech-
nica terms the task was far
from easy. “Our Iranian part-
ner insisted that Russian spe-
cialists should not construct
anew power plant but rather
finish the German project
based on other standards that
have become outdated, and
whose technological scheme
had little in common with
ours. This position taken by
our Iranian partners is jus
tified by their vision of ec-

| sfahan, Florence
declared sister cities

ISFAHAN - A sisterhood agreement was signed between this historical city
and Italy’s Florence on Sunday.

The accord was signed by Mohammad-Ali Javadi, mayor of Isfahan, and
Florence Mayor Mario Primicerio to promote relations between Iran and Ita-
ly through friendship between the two cities.

The agreement calls for consolidation of friendly bonds based on the two
cities' needs and stresses expansion of bilateral cooperation in cultural, so-
cial, economic, scientific and arts fields.

Armed

forceson
full dertto
safeguard
territoria

Integrity

TEHRAN - Iran’s armed
forces are on full dert to
safeguard the territorial in-
tegrity of the country, said
the head of the Center for
Safeguarding Values of the
Sacred Defense, Mehdi
Chamran.

Speaking at a press con-
ference, he said enemies of
Iran should know that Ira-
nian nation will defend its
national identity and prestige
against any aggressors.

Recalling the devotions
of the Iranian Muslim fight-
ers during the 1980-88 Iraqgi-
imposed war, Chamran com-
memorated the martyrs of
the sacred defense.

He further outlined the
ceremonies to be held during
the Sacred Defense Week
(September 22-28).

Army’s Zolfagar-2 war
games are to be conducted
across the eastern border
during the period, he said,
adding that holding the Sa-
cred Defense Film Festival
in Hamedan and cultural and
art  exhibitions across the
country are among other
events organized for the
week.

TEHRAN - Ahmad Ja
lali, Iran’s ambassador and
permanent envoy to the
UN. Educational, Sci-
entific and Cultural Or-
ganization (UNESCO), on
Sunday urged the inter-
national community as
well as the non-
governmental and muslim
organizations to condemn
and hdt the brutal meas
ures by the Taliban.

In a statement issued
on the occasion of the kill-
ing of the lranian dip-
lomats and journalist by
Tdiban, Jalali said the ca
tastrophe has been a kind
of test of the adherence by
the international com-
munity and ingtitutions to
their claims of defending
the international conven-
tions and regulations and
human rights as well as se-
curity and freedom of re-
porters and journalists,
IRNA reported.

The catastrophe also

UNESCO envoy urges
Intl. bodiesto
condemn Taliban crimes

tests their understanding
of the depth of Iran's ad-
mirable self-restraint de-
spite its abilities and firm
determination to safeguard
its rights, the statement
said The lranian repre-
sentative said that con-
demnation of the move by
the international com-
munity would be a helpful
step in stressing aspira-
tions of UNESCO in de-
fining and introducing the
culture of  peace, justice
and defense of human
rights.

The statement con-
cluded that the inter-
national community, non-
governmental  organiza-
tions defending human
rights and Islamic or-
ganizations had the duty
to condemn desecration of
Islam, humanity, human
rights and international
regulations by the Taliban
and to halt it through any
possible means.

Japanese news agency
condoles IRNA over
martyrdom of reporter

TEHRAN - Japanese
chief of the bureau of Kyo-
do news service in Tehran
Kenji Hasegawa in a mes-
sage of condolence to Islam-
ic Republic News Agency
(IRNA) here Sunday offered
sorrow and regret over mar-
tyrdom of IRNA cor-
respondent, Mahmoud Sa-
remi, at the dirty hands of
the cruel Taliban group in
Mazar-i Sharif.

Expressing sympathies
with IRNA reporters and
staff, the Japanese  cor-
respondent has also con-
doled the bereaved family of
Saremi.

The Taliban group in
Afghanistan massacred nine
Iranian diplomats and
IRNA correspondent im-
mediately after they overran
Mazar-i Sharif and illegaly
and forcefully entered the
Iranian consulate premises
on August 8, 1998.

The savage and inhuman
Taliban group had aso
forcefully and illegally over-
run the United Nations of-
fice in Kabul from where
they kidnapped and immedi-
ately executed the former
communist president of Af-
ghanistan, Najibollah in
September 1996.
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