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Belarus seeks expansion of
cooperation with Iran

TEHRAN - Parliament Speaker of Belarus Pavel Shipuk in a meeting | N

with Iran’s accredited Ambassador Behzad Mazaheri in Minsk on Monday
underlined the importance of expanding cooperation between Tehran and
Minsk, especially between their

Shipok invited his Iranian counterpart Ali Akbar Nateq Nouri to an of-

ficial visit to Belarus.

He condemned Taliban's killing of Iranian diplomats and journalist and
extend the sympaty of his government and nation to Iranian nation, especial-
ly to the bereaved families of the victims, on the tragic incident.

TEHRAN- Leader of the
Isamic  Revolution Ay-
atollah  Ali Khamenei on
Monday expressed deep
shock over the massacre in
Hazargjat, central Afghan
Province of Bamian, by Tal-
iban militia.

In his message the Lead-
er said the crimina actions
already carried out by Tal-
iban in Mazar-i Sharif with
massacre of  civilians and
the Iranian diplomats and
journalist, obligated the
Muslim nations around the
world to take a decisive ac-
tion against the savage
group which has no knowl-
edge of the illuminating
teachings of Islam and the
international law, IRNA re-
ported.

Reports from Hazargjat,
Bamian Province, are more
horrible than the cruelties
committed by Taliban in the

parliaments.

earlier occasions, the Leader
said.

Those who now are ex-
posed to massacre by Tal-
iban are the same people
who bravely defended their
dignity and prestige during
the Soviet occupation of Af-
ghanistan and gave numer-
ous martyrs for freedom of
Afghanistan, the Leader
said.

The Leader further re-
ferred to the reports that the
Taliban leaders have said
that the blood of Hazaras can
be shed and thus have given
orders for killing of any boy
over the age of seven.

The Leader of the Islam-
ic Revolution also touched
on reports of involvement of
Pakistani army planes in de-
struction and massacres in
Bamian Province, asking for
the reasons behind this sav-
agery and massacres.

Are the people of Ha

black

ported.

martyrs.

ity.”

Glowing tribute paid
to [ranian martyrs

TEHRAN - A C-130 plane carrying seven martyrs of
Mazar-i-Sharif tragedy Mashhad touched down at Teh-
ran’s Mehrabad International Airport 20 minutesto mid-

night Monday before thousands of mourners dressed in

The seven coffins drapped in the flag of the Islamic
Republic of Iran were carried by army soldiers while the
military initially played the national anthem and then
mourning music as the coffin on the shoulders of sol-
diers proceeded to the awaiting ambulances, IRNA re-

Present at the tearful, solemn but brief official cer-
emony were Iranian President Mohammad Khatami, Mo-
hammadi Golpaigani, the representative of the Leader of
the Islamic Revolution, the cabinet members, high--
ranking military officials, foreign diplomats residing in
Tehran and members of the bereaved families of the

President Khatami delivering a concise speech to the
bereaved families of martyrs said, “I assure that we will
defend the honor and territorial integrity of the sovereign
state of Islamic Republic of Iran in the best of our abil-

|slamic art museum
to open in Doha

TEHRAN - The state of
Qatar will soon establish a
museum of Islamic art in the
capital, Doha.

The museum will be
built at 27,590 square meters
of land and its first phase
will be opened in the year
2000.

The Qatari government
selected the architectural de-
sign drawn by Rasim Badran
of Jordan from among six ar-
chitects from various coun-
tries who submitted their de-
signs in the international
competition which was es
pecialy organized for the
purpose.

The museum of Islamic

art is to serve the Qatari re-
searchers, and will be es-
pecially equipped with the
latest and most modern
equipment for the purpose,
particularly in the way the
exhibits will be displayed.

Consideration has aso
been given in the plan for
further  expansion of the
museum in future.

The museum will have
four exhibition halls for dis-
play of paintings, embroid-
ery, excavations, rare books,
maps and  hand-written
manuscripts, ancient cur-
rencies, medals, financial
papers, weapons and other
war armor.

prising the residents.

their heaters.

Snow on hedghts overlooking Tetvan
On closing aays of summey

TEHRAN- ‘Tocha’ heights overlooking Tehran had
its first snowfall Sunday night following a sudden fall in
temperaturein the closing days of summer.

Rainfal and storm in the Iranian capital last night
caused the sudden out of season fall in temperature sur-

The Caspian Province of Mazandaran had its first
snowfall and cold spill on Sunday which forced residents
in Kelardasht and several other provincial townsto turn on
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| eader warns of thr
of war In region

zargjat being punished for
their long struggle for the
independence of Af-
ghanistan, or for not sur-
rendering to the well-
calculated plots of the U.S.
oil and gas companies, car-
ried out by certain segments
of Pakistani army through
Taliban? asked the Leader.

Is massacre of Hazaras a
reprisal for their faith in
Prophet Mohammad (peace
be upon him), or a religious
or ethnic prejudice? the
Leader further asked.

The Iranian nation griev-
ing over the tragedy of mas-
sacre of its own diplomats
and journalist in Mazar-i
Sharif, isimpatiently await-
ing the decisions of the of-
ficials in this respect, the
Leader said.

The Leader called on the
religious leaders of the Mus-
lim world to help the op-
pressed people of Hazargjat
as well other Afghan ethnic
groups.

“l call upon the Muslim
people of Pakistan, certain
segment of  whose army is
at the service of oil com-
panies, to help the de
fenceless men, women and
children in Bamian Province.
Don't let the millions-strong
Afghan peopleto fal victims
to the Taliban atrocity,” the
Leader said.

Addressing his remarks
on people of Pakistan, the
Leader said: “don’t let the
religious war initiated by the

Oil mi

backwarded Taliban militia
in Afghanistan to engulf oth-
er Muslim-populated areas.

Don't let certain segment
of the Pakistani army sow
the seeds of unrest in the re-
gion and go on with its war-
mongering schemes.

Don't let the U.S. oil
companies reach their om-
inous interests in  Af-
ghanistan and Central Asiaat
the cost of tens of thousand
Muslim lives.”

The Leader of the Islam-
ic Revolution stressed, “till
now | have prevented escala-
tion of war in the region
which would not be easily
extinguished. But, al should
know that the threat is to the
extent  that it would not
come to an end until the Pak-
istani army is forced to stop
interference in Afghanistan
and until the Taliban are
forced to surrender to logic
and abandon their crimina
and make up for their  past
errors.”

The Leader said in con-
clusion, “I extend my heart-
felt sympathy  with tearful
eyes to the young fighters of
Hazargjat. | understand your
grief and I'm carefully fol-
lowing up the events in the
province.”

The Leader caled on the
Hazaras to bravely resist the
brutality of Taliban and
prayed to God for their im-
minent victory and bringing
the crimina Taliban to their
knees.

U.S. all
company
seeks
to return
to lran

TEHRAN - President of
Arco Eurasig/Africa, John
Cheatham says that his com-
pany was encouraged by the
rapprochement  between the
U.S. and Iran.

In an opening speech at a
two-day Iranian petroleum
summit Monday, he said that
Arco had a good partnership
with Iran and “hoped to re-
turn to work diligently,”
IRNA reported from Lon-
don.

His company had an “ac-
tive position in the failure of
U.S. sanctions’ and viewed
Iran as a central part of its
strategy in the Middle
East-Central Asia region,
Cheatham told fellow del-
egates from an array of in-
ternational oil firms.

He dso said that he
looked forward to Iranian
President Mohammad Kha-
tami’s visit to the U.N. Gen-
eral Assembly in New York
later this month and ex-
pressed hope that it would
set the stage for a further
rapprochement between the
two countries.

The Iranian petroleum
summit, organized by SMI
Conferences, is  exploring
the potential of investing and
cooperating in Iran's il
and gas industry. It includes
various perspectives from le-
gal, risk management, U.S,,
European Union and OPEC
points of views.

nister predicts

risein oil price

TEHRAN - Oil Minister
Bijan Namdar Zanganeh said
here on Monday that price of
oil are expected to increase
gradually on world markets.

Zanganeh, who was talk-
ing to reporters on the side-
lines of the  9th seminar on
oil, gas and petrochemical,
added that Iran can export
technical and engineering
services in certain oil related
sectors.

He assured that Afghan
crisis will have no impact on
implementation of projects
based on buy-back scheme
as well as the natura gas

Foreign Ministry
(lrector generd
leavesfor
L onaon

TEHRAN - Foreign Min-
istry Director Genera for
Western Europe Ali Ahani,
on an invitation from his
British counterpart, left for
London Tuesday.

His visit comes after an
invitation by the Deputy Un-
dersecretary  of State at the
Foreign Office John Alan

Shepherd, who visited
Tehran in July, IRNA re-
ported.

During his two-day stay
in London, Ahani will meet
British  politica and ec-
onomic officials and discuss
Tehran-London relations.

Issues pertaining to Iran-
Europe cooperation and oth-
er regiona and international
concerns will also be raised
in the talks.

Spain interested in closer tieswith Iran

TEHRAN - King Juan
Carlos of Spain Monday
said that Spain is interested
in closer and more con-
structive relations  with
Iran. In a meeting with Ira-
nian Ambassador to Spain
Bahram Qassemi, King
Carlos said that Tehran-
Madrid relations are at a
very satisfactory level, add-
ing, “the Spanish govern-
ment seeks more con-

structive ties with Iran.”

Referring to the Afghan
crisis, the Spanish King
said that the behavior of
Taliban in Afghanistan has
been a cause of concern for
the international com-
munity, IRNA reported.

He also expressed his
deep sorrow over the mur-
der of the Iranian diplomats
and journalist by the Tal-
iban group.
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King Carlos conveyed
his greetings to the Iranian
president and foreign min-
ister and wished success
for the Iranian government
in carrying out its pro-
grams.

The Iranian am-
bassador briefed the Span-
ish king on the achieve-
ments gained in bilateral
political and economic ties
in recent years, adding that
progress and expansion of
bilateral  relations are
based on mutual under-
standing and respect be-
tween the two countries.

pipeline projects.

Earlier, Zanganeh in his
inaugural speech to the semi-
nar caled for closer re-
lations of Iranian universities
and research centres with
those of other countries.

The oil minister aso pro-
posed establishment of re-
search centers in al in-
dustrial centers and
supervision of  different
phases of equipment

Former U.S. alde puts case

manufacturing in order to
minimize dependence of Ira-
nian  oil industry on other
countries.

He said that one percent
increase in coefficient of oil
recycling would earn the
country DIrs 50 billion.

Moreover, he caled for
improving the procedure for
production of petrochemical
products, oil polymers and
oil products.

TEHRAN - Russian
Deputy Foreign Minister
Boris Pastokhov said here
Monday that his country
seeks closer cooperation
with regional states, Iran in
particular, to help peaceful
settlement of Afghan crisis.

He made the remark in a
meeting with the visiting Ira-
nian Deputy Foreign Min-
ister for Euro-American af-
fairs Morteza Sarmadi.

Expressing condolences
over martyrdom of the Ira
nian diplomats and journalist
in Mazar-i Sharif, he con-
demned the Taliban for such
a “savage crime”, IRNA re-
ported.

Referring to the critical
situation in  Afghanistan,
Pastokhov underlined the
need for the establishment of
a broad-based national gov-
ernment in the war-torn
country.

Thereis no military solu-
tion to the Afghan problem,
he said, calling for the settle-

an, Russa
| Afghar

ment of Afghan crisis
through peaceful means.
Commenting on the lat-
est developments in the
Caspian Sea, he noted that
Moscow is preparing the
ground for the division of
the Caspian Aea bed on the

Iranian tennis player ranks
second at West Asian contest

TEHRAN - An Iranian tennis player ranked second at West Asian young
adults contest which concluded in Beirut Sunday.

Arya Meknat, 13, stood at the second place followed by a player from
Kuwait. Omani tennis player ranked first at the contest.

30 Players from Iran, Lebanon, Kuwait, Irag, Syria, Oman, Yemen and
Bahrain competed in the contest.

The three winners of each category will compete in Asian championships
scheduled to be held in Japan later in the year.

eview developments
stan, Caspiar

proportion of 20 percent for
each littoral state.

Moreover, he said that
efforts are being made to
hold a meeting of deputy for-
eign ministers of the Caspian
Sea littoral states in Moscow
on October 15-16.

UNESCO chief:

Sharif.

obstacle on

World community should

not recognize Taliban

TEHRAN Director General of the United Nations Ed-
ucational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO)
Monday condemned the killing of IRNA correspondent,
Mahmoud Saremi, by Afghan Taliban militia in Mazar-i

“All of us are required to secure the immunity of re-
portersto fulfill their duties. Attack against reportersis an
the way of free flow of information,”
UNESCO information center quoted Mayor in a statement.

“One should not expect Taliban militia and their bar-
baric regime, which relies on false version of religion,
help cure the wounds of war in this oppressed country,”
Mayor said, adding “Taliban should not be recognized by
the international community.”

[ran demands U.N. Security Council
t0 react to genocide in Bamian

TEHRAN - Iran’'s per-
manent representative to the
U.N., Mohammad Hadi Ngj-
ad-Husseinian, in New York
Sunday evening called on
U.N. and the U.N. Security
Council to take firm meas-

ures to prevent repetition of
Taliban's war crimes in Ba
mian, in central Afghanistan.

Nejad-Husseinian made
the request in separate meet-
ings with U.N. Secretary
General, Kofi Annan, and

President callson Iraniansin U.S.

to avoid special greeting ceremonies

TEHRAN - President
Mohammad Khatami has re-
quested Iranians residing in
America to avoid specia
programs and keep the greet-
ing ceremony to the mini-
mun when welcoming him at
thetime of hisarrival at New
York airport, IRNA reported
on Tuesday.

The request was made in
a letter by head of Pres
ident’s Office Mohammd Ali
Abtahi to Iran’'s Ambassador
and Permanent Repre-
sentative to U.N. Hadi Nej-
ad-Husseinian.

for better Iran relations

TEHRAN - The case for
continuing the path toward
normalization of Iranian-
American relations becomes
stronger and  stronger, for-
mer U.S. Assistant Secretary
of State for Near Eastern
Affairs, Robert Pelletreau,
said Monday.

The Iranian nation of
over sixty million people
was “too large and too stra-
tegically located to be ig-
nored or isolated,” he told
some 120 delegates during
the opening morning of a
two-day Iranian petroleum
summit, organized by SMI
conferences, IRNA reported
from London.

International  develop-
ment of the Central Asian

states, a policy  which the
U.S. ostensibly supports,
cannot take place without
permitting diversification of
their economies and exports
routes  “including the de-
velopment of heathy and
mutually beneficial relations
with Iran,” Pelletreau said.

He said that Iran had a
major role to play in helping
meet future world energy
needs and the U.S. cannot
prevent it. Instead, American
companies and U.S. tech-
nology should have an op-
portunity to  participate in
developing Iran’s oil and gas
resources, he said.

The former assistant sec-
retary of state, who served
during  President Clinton's

on Monday.
Germany had

oil, worth

643,000 tons

German crude oll
Imports from Iran
Increases in July

TEHRAN - Germany’s crude oil import from Iran rose
to 192,000 tons, worth more than 30,228,480 marks, in
July from mere 44,000 tons, worth more than 7,239,320
marks, in June, an economic office in Germany reported

imported 13,245,760 marks and
10,827,090 marks worth  oil from Iran in May and April
respectively, the office reported.

Germany’s crude oil imports in this year's July
amounted to 10 million tons, worth 1.6 billion marks,
showing 8.5 percent increase compared to last year's July
figure. 499 million marks decrease was observed in value
of German crude oil importsin July this year compared to
the figure recorded in July last year.

Germany imported more than 1,566,000 tons of crude
nearly 290,712,000 marks, in 1995, down
20.8 percent compared to 1994’ s figure.

Germany imported 1,163,000 tons and 902,000 tons of
oil from Iran in 1997 and 1996 respectively.

The country purchased 496,000 tons of oil from Iran
inthe first seven months of the year. The figure stood at
within the said period last year.

first term of office, was ad-
dressing international oil ex-
ecutives on the effects of
U.S. sanctions on American
companies.

He suggested that there
would have to be afew more
agreements with Iran in
which European and other
energy companies benefit
and U.S. firms are not al-
lowed to compete before the
pressure becomes  “strong
enough for the U.S. govern-
ment to reopen the gates.”

American  companies,
Pelletreau said, were suf-
fering from the most severe
restrictionsin President Clin-
ton’s domestic executive or-
der  as opposed to the ex-
traterritorial  sanctions that
were waived on foreign
firmsinvesting in Iran.

At the time of granting
the waiver in May, Washing-
ton again stated its opposi-
tion to foreign companies
participating in lranian pipe-
line projects.

But the former aide, who
now chairs the American-
Iranian council, said, “one
wonders how solid this new
line-in-the sand will prove to
beif it ischallenged.”

The certain momentum
created for a rapprochement
between the U.S. and Iran,
he said was moving slowly.
Progress was “like the turn-
ing of a large ocean liner,”
likely to take years, not
months, to achieve, he said.

“But an attitude of re-
spect by the U.S. for the peo-
ple, history, religion and
civilization of lran is most
likely to stimulatea  sim-
ilar posture by Iran towards
the U.S. and lead to relations
which will benefit not only
the two societies and econ-
omies, but the global com-
munity as well,” Pelletreau
said.

President Khatami, head-
ing a high-ranking delega-
tion, is to address the 53rd
U.N. Genera Assembly to
open on September 21.

Meanwhile, the Pres
ident’s Office said on Tues
day that 12 senior officias
will accompany the pres-
ident to New Y ork.

While in New York the
president is scheduled to
meet representatives of the
Iranian community in U.S.

Security Council president,
Hans Dehigren, IRNA re-
ported from New Y ork.

Situation in Bamian is
extremely dangerous and an-
other human tragedy, worse
than the catastrophe which
happened in Mazar-i Sharif,
isin the offing in the city, he
said.

He added that un-
identified warplanes fly con-
stantly at low altitudes over
Bamian dropping cluster
bombs over defenseless ci-
vilians of the city.

“We expect the secretary
general to employ all pos-
sible means to prevent rep-
etition of more crimes by
Taliban and mass killing of
defenseless Afghan people,”
he said.

Annan pledged to take
appropriate measures to pre-
vent further genocide in Af-
ghanistan.

0.2 pc of world's petrochemical
production capacity
goestolran

TEHRAN- 0.2 percent
of petrochemical production
capacity worldwide belongs
to lran, which has dso a
share of about 0.5 percent
in total global petrochemical
products trade, said Deputy
Oil Minister Mohammad-
Reza Nematzadeh here on
Monday.

Nematzadeh said to the
9th seminar on oil, gas and
petrochemicals that Iran's
petrochemical products’ out-
put in 1989 stood at
2,400,000 tons, while the
figure has reached 11.8 mil-
lion tons this year, up
eight percent compared to
last year'sfigure.

Iranian  petrochemical
complexes run to 92 and 93
percent of their capacities
presently, a figure which is
hoped to reach 100 percent
in case of being provided
with needed requirements.

Six million tons would
be added to the country’s
petrochemical  production
capacity by the year 2004
once six petrochemical pro-
jects are fully imple-
mented. In light of the pro-
jects  country’s  annual
petrochemical  production
capacity would reach 20
million tons. 13 million out
of total products would be
exported and the remaining
portion would be for do-

mestic use.

Export of petrochemical
products earned the country
DIrs 29  million in 1989,
said Nematzadeh, adding
that the figure was more than
DIrs 560 million in 1988.

He regretted that the
price of petrochemical prod-
uctsworldwide has sharply
declined within a year to this
September, the lowest of its
kind over the past 15 years.

He expressed hope that
monetary value of the coun-
try’s petrochemical  prod-
ucts exports would reach
Dirs 1.5 hillion in light of
the implementation of 10 re-
lated projects by the year
2001.

He predicted a Dlrs 6.5
million increase in pet-
rochemical products  ex-
ports revenue in the third
five-year economic develop-
ment plan.

European markets' share
in import of lranian pet-
rochemical products rose up
to 29 percent this year from
amere five percentin 1996
and it is to reach 40 percent
next year, he added.

0.4 percent of Iran's pet-
rochemical products annual
saleis spent on research and
development, sad Ne
matzadeh, concluding that
the figure should reach one
percent.
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