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Iran, Syriato expand tourism cooper ation

TEHRAN - The visiting Iranian Minister of Culture and Islamic Guid-
ance, Ataollah Mohgjerani and Syrian Minister of Tourism Danhu Daoud on
Wednesday exchanged views on mutual cooperation in tourism sector.

The Iranian minister called for further Syrian facilities for the Iranian pil-

grims and tourists who visit Syria. Thiswould help boost the number of Ira- | N
nian pilgrims visiting Syria, he added.

The Syrian minister briefed Mohajerani on the status of tourism industry
in Syriaand underlined the significant role of Iran in the Syrian industry.

The Iranian pilgrims constitute the largest number of tourists visiting the
country, he said. The two ministers also exchanged views on signing of a
new agreement on exchange of tourists and pilgrims between the two coun-
tries. According to the statistics, over 250,000 of Iranian pilgrims and tour-

istsvisit Syriaeach year.
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Turkish foreign minister:

officials to be on alert

TEHRAN - The Leader
of the Isamic Revolution,
Ayatollah Ali  Khamenei,
here Tuesday called for full
readiness on part of the mil-
itary personnel regarding the
Taliban sedition in  Af-
ghanistan, and also issued
warning regarding the creep-
ing cultural  assault facing
the nation.

Addressing the top brass
of the Idlamic Revolution’s
Guards Corps (IRGC), the
Leader caled on al cultura
and judicial bodies to deal
with the group of the press
which are abusing the free-
doms to unleash an assault
on the peopl€’s faith, IRNA
reported.

Speaking of the creeping
cultural assault initiated by
the enemies some six years
ago, the Leader said that
what saved the nation from
oppression and tyranny was
“nothing but its faith in the
illuminating truth.”

Recognizing that, Ay-
atollah Khamenei said, the
enemy has now embarked
on an assault on people's

faith and unfortunately cer-
tain  misguided groups are
aiding the enemy with that
goal.

Those who did not have
an active presence in the sa-
cred defense (1980-88) are
now pursuing some danger-
ous cultural agenda to wipe
out the memory of the sa
cred defense in the country,
said the Leader.

The Leader added that
efforts should be continued
to keep alive the memories
of the sacred defense and
that this epic should be re-
flected by writers and artists.

Turning to political pref-
erences, the  Leader said
that those who believe in Is-
lam, the revolution, the late
Imam, treading path of
God, piety and sacrifice can
surely resolve such differ-
ences.

Ayatollah Khamenei
added that the problem arose
when a group of people op-
posed to Idam, Imam and
the system hid behind an-
other group and started tar-
geting people's faith. “I see

that a group of the pressin
the country is gripped with
such crisis and they should
salvage themselves.”

The Leader of the IsSlam-
ic Revolution referring to
freedom as the gift of the Is-
lamic Revolution and the
late Imam, stressed that free-
dom is not an absolute con-
cept and has its own boun-
daries according to the
teachings of Islam.

The Leader further
warned the group of the
press which misuses free-
doms and said stopping their
moves is not anything dif-
ficult.

However, he added, “I
keep waiting to see what the
responsible bodieswill do.”

The Culture and Islamic
Guidance Ministry, judicia
and security bodies should
identify those who have tar-
geted the peoplé€'s faith, and
have desecrated the revolu-
tion, the Leader added.

“This is the second time
| am warning in this regard
and | am making it clear for
the officials that they should

Malis asksworld parliaments to put
an end to human tragedy in Afghanistan

TEHRAN - Iranian Par-
liament’s presiding board on
Tuesday called on the parlia-
ments of the world to ex-
plore every means and apply
leverage to bring human
tragedy in Afghanistan to an
end. Issuing a statement, Ira-
nian Parliament said, “if an
immediate measure is not
taken to stop the Afghan cri-
sis, it will turn into a re-
gional and trans-regional cri-
sis,” IRNA reported.

The statement called on
Pakistani Parliament to un-
dertake its crucia function
in this respect and stop Pak-
istani army’s interference in
Afghanistan which will bear
unpredictable consequences.

The parliament called on
President Khatami, the cur-
rent chairman  of the Or-
ganization of the Islamic
Conference (OIC) to hold an
OIC emergency meeting to
deal with the Afghan crisis.

|CRC to continue search
to locate two captive
Iranian diplomats

TEHRAN - A senior Foreign Ministry officia said
here Monday night that the International Committee of the
Red Cross (ICRC) will continue efforts to locate the
whereabouts of two Iranian diplomats whose fate is still
unknown since their captivity by the Taliban.

Nine Iranian diplomats and the bureau chief of the Is-
lamic Republic News Agency (IRNA) were martyred by

the Taliban in Mazar-i

Sharif after they were abducted

from Iran’s consulate in the city on August 8.

Deputy Foreign Minister for Asia and Pacific Affairs
Mohsen Aminzadeh further told IRNA that the Iranian
technical team did not confirm identity of two bodies that
Taliban intended to deliver as the Iranian diplomats and re-

fused to transfer them to Iran.

He added that the Taliban have pledged to locate the
possible graves of the Iranian martyrs and deliver their

bodiesto Iran.

Bodies of six Iranian diplomats and IRNA journalist,
Mahmoud Saremi, were flown to Mashhad from Mazar-i
Sharif through ICRC and then to Tehran on Monday.

President Mohammad Khatami, several cabinet min-
isters, senior civilian and military officias, foreign dip-
lomats in Iran and families of martyrs were present at
Tehran airport to pay tribute to the Iranian martyrs as
their bodies were flown back home.

The Iranian Parliament
welcomed the message of
the Leader of the Islamic
Revolution Ayatollah  Ali
Khamenei concerning the
dreadful situation in Af-
ghanistan and said the Mus-
lim world should no longer
lose the time in the face of
the ongoing Taliban atroc-
itiesin Afghanistan.

The statement called on
Foreign Ministry to hold
consultations with the
neighbouring states and the
Muslim countries in order to
mobilize the world public
opinion against the current
human plight being carried
out by Taiban in Af-
ghanistan.

The parliament aso as-
signed the Foreign Ministry
to make arrangements for the
international  community’s
action to put the Afghan war
criminalson trial.

take measures and find out
which paper is going be-
yond the boundaries of free-
dom,” Ayatollah Khamene
said.

Brushing aside the state-
ments made by certain pa
pers as well as world circles
about measures against
those who misuse the free-
dom, the Leader recalled
that the Western media and
certain world organizations
never acknowledged the
outstanding characteristics
of the late Imam Khomeini
and instead presented a dis-
torted image of him.

The same media now try
to promote the Taliban, Ay-
atollah Khamenei said, add-
ing, therefor, “we will never
wait for international or-
ganizations permission on
how to run the country.”

Underlining the need to
distinguish between proper
exercise of freedoms and
conspiracies, the Leader
asked “how can one alow
those looking towards the
West and specialy the U.S.
to, after 20 years of opposi-
tion to the Islamic Revolu-
tion and the late Imam Kho-
meini, raise questions about
the glorious past of the na-
tion.”

The Leader further un-
derlined the necessity for
preservation of the system’s
integrity and respect for the
officials and called for pre-
venting any offenses carried
out under the pretext of de-
fending velayat and re-
ligion. “we have rules and
regulations and officias
and the system should be re-
spected,” he added.

Turning to the current
situation in Afghanistan and
the Taiban's crimes against
the oppressed people of Af-
ghanistan, the Leader
stressed that al the bodies
and the armed forces should
be on alert to speedily im-
plement any decision that
top officials make.

The Leader who is also
the commander-in-chief of
the armed forces underlined
the importance of Af-
ghanistan issue from human,
religious, political and na-

tional aspects and said that
the Iranian nation blames the
global arrogance for what is
going onin Afghanistan.

Troubles created by the
cruel Taliban in Afghanistan
necessitate aertness on the
part of al officials and those
in charge, including IRGC,
the army, security apparatus,
news and publicity organiza-
tions to take swift, decisive
and timely action to imple-
ment decisions made by po-
litical and security officials.

“Sedition of cruel group
of Taliban has put the Af-
ghan Muslim nation in big
trouble. The Iranian nation
considers the current situa-
tion in Afghanistan as
among the major crimes of
world arrogance  and is
deeply moved by what the
oppressed Afghan nation is
going through.”

Ayatollah Khamenei
touched on the aims and ob-
jectives of Western gas and
oil companies, those of the
U.S. in particular, in sup-
porting the criminal Taliban
group.

The commanders wel-
comed the Leader’s remarks
by chanting dlogans in his
support pledging their full
obedience to the orders of
the commander-in-chief of
the armed forces.

Prior to the Leader's
speech, Movahedi Kermani
and the IRGC commander
Major General Rahim Safavi
voiced the IRGC's readiness
to implement the Leader's
commands.

TEHRAN - Turkish For-
eign Minister Ismail Cem
said, after his return from
Tehran, that Iran and Turkey
have taken steps for expan-
sion of ties. He also
caled his discussions with
the high ranking Iranian of-
ficials as “fruitful”, IRNA
reported from Ankara.

Cem said that in meet-
ings with the lranian of-
ficials, bilateral ties and re-
giona developments were
discussed, adding that he has
informed the Iranian govern-
ment of his country’'s posi-
tions on various issues in-

cluding Afghanistan, Ar-
menia and Iran-Turkey se-
curity cooperation at bor-
ders between the two
countries.

He further said that he
has not returned to Ankara
with a positive outlook con-
cerning the Afghan crisis.

The Turkish foreign min-
ister stressed that the region
is confronted with serious a
crisis and the Afghan prob-
lemisacausefor concern.

Calling the Afghan prob-
lem as an “urgent” issue for
Iran and a “very serious’
problem for Turkey, Cem

Two escapee diplomatsreturn home

TEHRAN - Two out of the 11 Iranian diplomats and reporter present at
Iran’s consulate in Mazar-i Sharif, in northern Afghanistan, who managed to
escape the country have now returned to Iran, an informed source at the For-
eign Ministry told IRNA.

The source said that Hussein Akbari was not present at the consulate at
the time of Taliban’s attack on the mission in August 8 and managed to re-
turn to Iran via Bamian, in central Afghanistan.

Another Iranian diplomat, Allahdad Shahsavan Qara-Husseini, who was
at the mission at the time of attack, was shot and wounded by the Taliban.
He, however, managed to flee and return home via Herat after his wounds
were treated by the Afghan people.

The source said that Shahsavan is a witness to Taliban’'s attack on Iran’s
mission in the city and killing of the Iranians.

y Steps taken to forge closer
ties between Iran,

urkey

said that Iran hastheright to
be very concerned.

He also said that the two
sides arrived at much under-
standing  after having “se-
riously and very sensitively”
reviewed the security issues
facing the two countries.

Both countries are de-
termined to activate joint
commissions on  security is-
sues and Turkey wants good
relations with Iran, Cem
said.

He further said that there
were aso positive dis
cussions on expanding bi-
lateral cooperation in ec-

Pakistani prime minister offers condolences:

Mutual understanding, self-restraint
essential for regional peace

TEHRAN - Pakistani Prime Minister Mohammad Nawaz Sharif offered condolence to
President Mohammad Khatami on the massacre of Iranian consulate personnel in Af-

ghanistan.

“1 wish to convey the deep sense of anguish and distress felt by the government and
people of Pakistan over killing of Iranian consulate personnel in Afghanistan. The gov-
ernment of Pakistan has already strongly condemned the slaying of nine members of the
Iranian consulate in Mazar-i Sharif and has called on the Taliban to apprehend and punish
the criminals responsible for this act,” Nawaz Sharif said.

“At this moment, | would like to express our heartfelt condolences on this tragic in-
cident to the government and people of Iran and in particular the members of the bereaved

families.

“Our thoughts and prayers are with them. May Almighty Allah in his infinite mercy
rest the departed soulsin peace,” the Pakistani prime minister said.

“l have no doubt that the Iranian leadership would view the current developments
with their traditional sagacity and wisdom. We are confident that both Iran and Af-
ghanistan would take steps to defuse the present tensions and pursue a path to restraint,

mutual understanding, reconciliation and cooperation. This is essentia for

regional

peace, stability and long-term solidarity of the ISamic ummah. Pakistan remains ready to
facilitate this process in any manner that our Iranian and Afghan brothers might wish,”

Nawaz Sharif said.

Promising outlook for Iran’s
petrochemical industry

TEHRAN - Iran's pet-
rochemical industry, which
presently constitutes 1.3 per-
cent of the country’s GDP, is
expected to almost treble to
3.7 percent by the year 2020,
according to the Managing
Director of NIOC Kala, Lon-
don, Ahmad Rahgozar.

He told an Iranian pe-
troleum summit in London
Tuesday that on completion
of 30 new approved projects,
the annual production capac-
ity of the Nationa Pet-
rochemicals Company
(NPC) will increase by 30
million tons, of which 20

Taikistan, Iran to expand
economic cooperation

TEHRAN - Tajik Pres-
ident Imomali Rakhmonov
in a meeting with lranian
Deputy Foreign Minister
Morteza Sarmadi here on
Tuesday underlined the need
for expansion of economic
cooperation between Teh-
ran and Dushanbe.

Rakhmonov at the meet-
ing caled for adoption of
joint practical arrangements
by Iran and his country to in-
cresse volume of mutua

Interior Ministry ready to conduct
elections for Experts Assembly

TEHRAN - Deputy In-
terior Minister and head of
the headquarters to run elec-
tions underlined the need to
hold the elections for the Ex-
perts Assembly in a safe and
sound manner and voiced
readiness of all governors to
hold elections for rural and
urban Islamic Councils this
year.
Addressing the one-day
nationwide seminar of gov-
ernors and secretaries  of
women commissions, Mos-
tafa Tajzadeh said both the
government and the Interior
Ministry are determined to
create the conditions for
massive participation of peo-
ple in the forthcoming elec-
tions.

He expressed the hope
that grounds will be prepared
so that all those supporting
Islam, dignity of Iran and its
leadership can actively
participate in the elections.

Tajzadeh stressed that
the Interior Ministry will em-
ploy al its potentials to hold
the elections for the councils
in an effort to accelerate the
pace of politica develop-
ment.

He said formation of the
councils will pave the way
for a lasting and in-
stitutionalized  participation
of the people, especialy the
youth.

He said although Pres
ident Khatami’'s administra-
tion has been the target of
criticism in the past year, his
popularity had grown con-
stantly which proved there is
no direct link between crit-
icism and
managers.

The official further stat-
ed that some who oppose
programs of the administra-
tion argue that while people
are tackling their livelihood
problems, the government is
giving priority to political
development.

But, he stressed, what
the government is seeking is
a broad-based dl-out de-
velopment which can pre-
pare the ground for ad-
dressing growing socia and
political demands of the peo-
ple.

Moreover, he added, the
suitable international condi-
tions which has become
available for Iran especially
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in the past year, have greatly
assisted the country’s secur-
ity by preventing any pos-
sible aggression by the en-
emies.

He said a powerful gov-
ernment and a consensus
among experts and citizens
on major issues is a pre-
requisite to freedom in the
society.

Tajzadeh stressed that
defence for independence,
national  sovereignty, ter-
ritorial integrity and con-
stitution is the shared aspira-
tion of al forces within the
Islamic system.

cooperation, IRNA reported
from Dushanbe.

Sarmadi told reporters
that an economic delegation
from Tgjikistan is to attend
the 24th Tehran International
Trade Fair and a joint ec-
onomic session would be
held in Dushanbe later on.

He said that he and
Rakhmonov at the meeting
had underlined the need for
their governments’ support
for expansion of economic
cooperation between their
private sectors and other ec-
onomic sectors.

He expressed satisfac-
tion with progress in inter-
Tajik peace process and said
that contrary to their neigh-
bors in Afghanistan, Tajik
people and leaders have se-
lected peace and mutual un-
derstanding as solution to
their domestic problems.

Iran hopes that Tajik na-
tion would attain eventua
peace, thus presenting pat-
tern of nationa solidarity
and understanding to the
world.

He had & so offered Pres-
ident Mohammad Khatami’s

invitation message to Rakh-
monov which invited the lat-
ter to pay an official visit to
Iran.

The invitation was wel-
comed by Rakhmonov, said
Tajik president’s spokesman
Zafar Saeedov, adding that
Iranian and Tajik political
officials would specify the
visit's date.

In related news Rakh-
monov had condemned Tal-
iban’s killing of Iranian dip-
lomats and journalist
recently.

Security Council condemns Taliban
murder of lIranian diplomats

TEHRAN - The U.N. Se-
curity Council in a statement
on Tuesday strongly con-
demned the killing of Iranian
diplomats by the Taliban mi-
litiain northern Afghanistan.

The statement, read by
Council President Hans Dahl-
gren of Sweden, said the Tal-
iban act was a crime in fla
grant violation of
international laws and against
repeated assurances that Tal-
iban leaders had given about
the safety and security of the
staff of foreign embassies in
Mazar-i  Sharif, IRNA re-

ported. It said the murder of
Iranian diplomats by the Tal-
iban has further escalated ten-
sion in the region. Condoling
with the bereaved families of
the Iranian diplomats, the
statement said the council be-
lieves that thorough in-
vestigations should be con-
ducted over such a crimina
act with the cooperation of
the United Nations and with
an objective to prosecute the
criminas. The U.N. Security
Council caled on the Taliban
to release the remaining Ira-
nians in Afghanistan and make

Australia calls for expansion of
trade tieswith Iran

TEHRAN - Australian
Ambassador to Tehran Stu-
art Hume met and conferred
here on Tuesday with the
head of Iran-Austraia joint
chamber of commerce, in-
dustries and mines As
sadollah Asgarowladi.

In the meeting, the Aus-
tralian ambassador called for
further expansion of trade
relations with Iran, IRNA re-
ported.

Expressing the Aus
tralian private sector's in-
clination for expansion of
trade exchanges with Iran,
he said that a high ranking
Australian  officia  would
visit Tehran in the near fu-
ture.

According to the public
relations office of the Iranian
Chamber of Commerce, In-
dustries and Mines, As
garowladi assessed as satis-

factory the current level of
cooperation between Iran
and Australia, adding that
setting up Iranian trade fairs
in Australia would help de-
velop trade relations be-
tween the two countries.

Cdling Austrdia as one
of the most important mar-
kets for lranian dried fruits,
he said Iran exported some
5,000 tons of raisinsto Aus-
tralialast year.

preparations for their speedy
return to Iran. Reminding the

massacre of the personnel of
the U.N. representative offices
in Afghanistan and staff mem-
bers of humanitarian  or-
ganizations in areas under the
control of the Taliban, the Se-
curity Council called for in-
vestigations over the crime
and urged the Taliban to guar-
antee safety and security of al
international personnel in the
country. Members of the Se-
curity Council expressed deep
concern over  escalation of
fighting and massacre of ci-
vilians in the northern prov-
ince of Bamian and called on
the Tdiban to respect inter-
nationa  and humanitarian
regulations. The Security
Council also cdled on dl bel-
ligerent parties to practice self-
restraint. It urged the Taliban
to show reaction towards great
concerns of  the international
community, stop war and re-
sume negotiations in a bid to
find a peaceful settlement to
the dispute on the basis of res-
olutions of the General As
sembly and Security Council.
The statement said in con-
cluson that members of the
Security Council are carefully
monitoring the sSituation and
are ready to study another
emergency measure.

million tons will be market-
able products, IRNA re
ported from London.

Having successfully sup-
plied the requirements of the
domestic market by import
substitution, the former pres-
ident of NPC said that the
policy now adopted was of
“export promotion to break
away from dependence on
crude oil revenues.”

He said that he could
conclude that Iran has “ex-
cellent potential to supply
future petrochemica de
mands’” for both domestic
and export markets, having
the three essentid re
quirements, namely cheap

feedstocks, markets and in-
frastructure.

Preliminary studies have
estimated that 11 billion dol-
larsin foreign currency and
an equivalent of another 9
billion dollars are required
for investment in Iran’s am-
bitious program.

Rahgozar told some 120
oil executives at the summit,
organized by SMI Confer-
ences, that Iran can only pro-
vide part of the sophisticated
technologies and heavy in-
vestment needed and was
therefore inviting foreign
firms to participate in the de-
velopment program.

President’s message opens Intl. congress.

Dialog diminishes
misunderstanding

ISFAHAN - President
Mohammad Khatami in a
message to the inter-
national congress to com-
memorate Professor Ab-
duljavad Falaturi here on
Tuesday praised the re-
nowned professor as an in-
dividual who advocated di-
alog instead of
confrontations.

The message, read by
presidential advisor Hadi
Khaniki, said the congress
serves to introduce the
country’s scholars and their
thoughts and to promote di-
alog among cultures, IRNA
reported.

It said that while stress-
ing the applicability of Is-
lam in the contemporary
world, Falaturi tried to
bring about understanding
among cultures.

Dialog and debates di-
minish prejudices and mis-
understandings which re-
sult mostly from hasty
judgments, president’s mes-
sage read.

The message underlined
the need for preparing the
ground for dialog among
religions as well as pre-
senting a correct image of
Islam.

Khatami  further ex-
pressed hope that conven-
tion of such congresses
would serve as a prelude to
analysis of thoughts and
ideas by the country’s out-
standing and committed
thinkers. 50 Iranian and
five German and French
philosophers are attending
the two-day seminar. 12 out
of 50 essays sent to sec-
retariat of the congress
will be presented at the
gathering.

Born in Bidabad district
of Isfahan Province on Jan-
uary 19, 1925, the re-
nowned Iranian phi-
losopher, Falaturi, attended
seminary school and later
obtained a Ph.D. in phi-
losophy from Bonn Uni-
versity. He passed away in
Germany on December 29,
1996.
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