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Russian State Duma
chairman arrives

TEHRAN - Chairman of the State Duma of the Russian
Gennady Seleznyov arrived here Sunday night for a three-day visit at the

head of a high ranking parliamentary delegation.

Upon his arrival, Seleznyov told reporters at Tehran  Airport that he
wants to see a practical and steady relations between the parliaments of the
two countries, IRNA reported. Duma chief added that exchanging views on
parliamentary relations between the Islamic Republic of Iran and Russia is
of prime importance for his country. Referring to Irano-Russian historical re-
lations, Seleznyov  attached great significance to the Tehran-Moscow axis.
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President Khatami addressing Iraniansresidingin U.S.:

[ranian spirit seeks dignity,

TEHRAN - Iran's Pres-
ident Mohammad Khatami,
in New York to attend the
53rd  General Assembly
session, addressed a group of
more than 1500 Iranians
who queued at the U.N.
headgquarters since early
morning Sunday.

Khatami is the first Ira
nian president to attend the
U.N. Genera Assembly
since 1987.

Observers attach great
significance to Khatami’'s
visit who isthe current chair-
man of the Organization of
the Idamic Conference
(OIC). Iran is aso an in-
fluential member of the Non-
Aligned Movement (NAM).

Starting his speech by
comparing renowned Iranian
poet Ferdows’'s ‘Shah-
nameh’ with the Iranian spir-
it, the president stated: “The
Iranian spirit is the spirit of
dignity, respect for others
and avoiding war and blood-
shed.”

He said it is the same
sublime spirit that has en-
abled people to resist hard-

respect for others

ships, something that the
president said, was clearly
witnessed during the eight
years of the war with Irag.

“Thinking about our
homeland and working for
its honor and dignity, is the
point where al Iranians
throughout the world are
linked together,” IRNA quot-
ed Khatami as saying.

Commenting on the issue
of dialog of civilizations, the
president said it required a
strong intellectual and ra
tional support which he not-
ed, was more compatible
with the Iranian spirit.

Addressing Iranian ex-
patriates in the U.S., Kha
tami said: “You are among
the best ones who can play a
role in the dialog among
civilizations. Y ou expatriates
play a significant role in the
expansion and affinity of
civilizations.”

President Khatami said a
powerful government would
defend even the rights of its
opponents against others.
Because, he said, Iran does
not belong only to certain

Tehran hosts Intl. conference
on human rights

TEHRAN - The Islamic Human Rights Commission
is organizing a four-day international symposium on re-

evaluation of human
terday.

rights, opened in Tehran yes

The symposium aims to provide an opportunity for
an exchange of views for scholars from several coun-
tries with various approaches towards human rights.

The United Nations Information Center in Tehran
said in a press release that it is cooperating with the Is-
lamic Human Rights Commission.

The scholars will also review and compare the con-
tents of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights
(UDHR) with the concept of human rights in Islam and
to prepare a plan for effective participation of all cultures
in the international process of human rights.

Some 60 human rights scholars and thinkers of Is-
lamic human rights and those who adhere to the UDHR
as well as representatives of human rights organizations

from Iran and across the world have

the conference.

been invited to

The symposium’s agenda includes philosophical ba-
sis of UDHR and those of human rights in Islam, col-
lective and individual rights in UDHR compared with
those in Islam as well as discussion on women's rights.

Iranians. To the same extent
that Iran belongs to the Ira-
nians inside the country, it
belongs to the Iranian ex-
patriates as well, said the
president.

After the president’s
speech, the audience as well
as lranians abroad (through
the Internet) posed some
questions to the president.

On the crisis in Af-
ghanistan, he said Iran will
do its best to find a peaceful
solution to the dilemma. In
the meantime, he urged the
international community and
the United Nations to put
pressure on the Taliban to
end their massacre of ci-
vilians.

On the recent closure of
some newspapers in lran,

Majlis speaker:

Khatami said: “As the pres-
ident, | have no interest to
see a newspaper, publication
and voice be silenced. How-
ever, every action must be
taken within the boundary of
law.”

He said there was a long
way for freedom to be in-
stitutionalized, adding, “as
the president, | am trying so
that no unlawful action
takes place.”

Before the president’'s
address, Iran’s permanent
envoy to the United Nations
Mohammad Hadi Nejad-
Husseinian delivered a wel-
come speech.

Earlier, he briefed Pres-
ident Khatami on loyalty of
services of the Iranians re-
siding in North America

Revievw of

TEHRAN - Parliament
Speaker Ali Akbar Nateq
Nouri here on Sunday said
“today there is a conspiracy
being carried out which un-
der the banner of freedom
targets the religious faith of
our nation, and thus threat-
ens the values, spirituality
and identity of the system.”

Addressing the open ses-
sion of parliament, Nateq
Nouri expressed dismay at a

group of the press “which
while using government re-
sources, work against Islam
and the nation,” IRNA re-
ported.

Nateqg Nouri’s remark
was in reference to the lead-
er's speech last week in
which he issued a blunt
warning to the relevant au-
thorities to take measures
against the group of the
press which is targeting na-

Ngad-Husseinian  said
that today, the Idamic Re-
public of Iran has valuable
national assets beyond its
borders who are able to play
an important role in de
fending the country’s inter-
ests in addition to their con-
frontation against the
enemies conspiracies.

He added that the Iranian
immigrants to the United
States among al other mi-
nority  immigrants have
shone academically and ec-
onomic-wise due to their tal-
ents, wisdom, expertise and
hard-work. Iranians today
occupy specia academic po-
sition a most of universities
and research centres across
the United States and Can-
ada.

Egypt, [ran
foreign
ministers
tomeet In
New York

TEHRAN - Egyptian
Foreign Minister Amr Mous-
sa is expected to meet his
Iranian counterpart Kamal

Kharrazi on the sidelines of
the U.N. General Assembly
in New Y ork this week.

According to the Egyp-
tian “Al-Ahram a-Arabi”
weekly, the two ministers
are to discuss restoration of
full diplomatic ties between
Cairo and Tehran, IRNA re-
ported.

The two countries cur-
rently maintain diplomatic
ties at the level of interests
section.

Egypt has rejected Arab
mediation with Iran because
Moussa said he has direct
contacts with Kharrazi and
there was no need of a medi-
ator, added the Arab weekly.

press laws
to stop abuse of freedom

tion’s beliefs and values.
Nateg Nouri further stat-
ed “our national might em-
anates from our religious be-
liefs,” adding that the faith
has served to mobilize the
country’s youth to work and
sacrifice for the country.
Stressing  the  leg-
islature’s dedication to the
cause of defending the na-
tion's religious values, Na-
teq Nouri caled for ad-

Iran will strongly deal with drug
Convoys on border

TEHRAN - Spokes-
man for the judiciary Ab-
basi-Fard said on Sunday
that any attempt to send
drug convoys to Iranian
border will be strongly
dealt with.

Referring to develop-
ments in Afghanistan, Ab-
basi-Fard said if the inter-
national community and
human rights organiza-
tions keep silent on the

Industries Ministry to increase
production of vehicles

TEHRAN - 220,000 ve-
hicles of different kinds will
be produced in the country
this year, head of the In-
dustrial  Development and
Renovation Organization
(IDRO) Akbar Torkan told
IRNA in southeastern Ira

nian Province of Kerman on
Sunday.

Torkan said that the
number of vehicles produced
in the country this year is
60,000 more that last year.

He said the country’s an-
nual car production capacity

Kerman to export
90,000 tons of pistachio

TEHRAN - 200,000 tons of pistachio is to be produced in
the southeastern Province of Kerman this year, of which
90,000 tons will be exported, Governor General of Kerman
Mahmoudi told IRNA here on Sunday.

Mahmoudi said that export of pistachio is expected to earn
the country more than DIrs 400 million this year.

He said that a headquarters has been set up to supervise
various stages of pistachio exports in order to make sure that
they are not contaminated with aflatoxin. He added that Rls
250 billion has been allocated to prevent aflatoxin disease.

Mahmoudi said there are plans underway to attract
100,000 tourists to Kerman Province annually.

He referred to establishment of a five-star hotel in the
province as being among measures adopted to the end.

Moreover, he said, the fifth international airports of Ker-
man Province is to become operational soon.

|ran wins silver medalsin
weight-lifting contests

TEHRAN - Iran’s junior weight-lifting team has won
three silver medals in the ongoing 11th Asian youth weight-
lifting championship contests in China.

Iranian weight-lifter Hassan Pasha ranked second in the 85
kg category after the Chinese weight-lifter. The Uzbek

weight-lifter finished third.

China has so far won 15 gold, three silver and one bronze
medals, while Iran holds one gold, seven silver and four
bronze medals since outset of the contests on Thursday.

Iran represented in two more contests on Monday in the
105 kg and 105 kg plus categories.

Besides the host country, China, Iran, Uzbekistan, Japan,
South Korea, Taiwan, Thalland, Kyrgyzstan, Kuwait, Syria
and Kazakhstan are taking part in the championships.
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is expected to hit 500,000
mark in the next three years.

The auto industry is to
account for 17 percent of the
country’s gross domestic
products (GDP) by the year
end on March 20, 1999, he
said.

Torkan said that the In-
dustries Ministry plans to
lower costs of vehicles and
increase production.

Elsswhere in his re
marks, Torkan said that
Iran’s Saipa company plans
to raise its production capac-
ity to 90,000 this year and
120,000 next year from
40,000 last year.

Saipa is to manufacture
30,000 vans and 90,000 cars
next year, he added.

Taliban's crimes, Af-
ghanistan will be turned to
a scorched earth, IRNA re-
ported. On press law viola-
tions, Abbasi-Fard said
certain publications are
disseminating political
views against the national
interests and security of
the country.

Asked about the tem-
porary ban on a certain
newspaper, the judicial of-
ficial said there are ev-
idence that the daily has
acted against the country’s
national security.

Abbasi-Fard said the
press law violations are
examined in public courts
in the presence of special
jury in charge of the press.

“If someone publishes

an article in a newspaper
which might incite ten-
sion, violence and anti-
national security practices,
it will not be regarded as a
press law violation and
there is no need for the
presence of the special
jury in the court to ex-
amine the case,” Abbasi-
Fard said. He said the re-
ligious leaders are the ma-
jor supporters of freedom,
adding that they are much
more committed to the
people’ s rights.

Freedom does not
mean that everything
should be free, freedom
means supporting rights
within specified frame-
work the judicial official

dressing any deficiencies in
the press laws which enables
a group to abuse the free-
doms. Turning to the Af-
ghan crisis, the parliament
speaker said “the Taliban by
resorting to genocide, mas-
sacre of the Afghan nation
and drug trafficking have
turned into a threat for the
region, Islamic world and
world peace.”

He condemned the mur-
der of the Iranian diplomats
and reporter by the Taliban,
adding “the Taliban trouble
is a maor conspiracy
planned by the enemies
against Islam and the Islam-
ic Republic of Iran.”

Stating that Iran has
adopted a wait and see ap-
proach on the issue, the par-
liament speaker said that the
Isamic Republic awaits
measures by human rights
organizations regarding the
Taliban's crime.

However, he em-
phasized, “we reserve the
right to respond to the clear
violation of our nationa
rights whenever deemed
necessary by the esteemed
Leader of the revolution and
the commander-in-chief of
the armed forces.”

In conclusion, Nateq
Nouri issued a warning to
“the regiona countries, spe-
cidly those claiming to be
our friends that their stands
in this regard would |mpact
their relations with Iran.”

Italy to grant Dlrs 1.2 bn
credit to Iranian banks

TEHRAN - Italy is to
grant a DIrs 1.2 hillion
credit to Iranian banks, it
was announced on Sunday.

The decision to grant the
credit was made in a meet-
ing between Italian Foreign
Trade Minister Augusto
Fantozzi and Iranian Min-
ister of Mines and Metals
Eshaq Jahangiri during the
3rd session of Iran-ltaly

joint economic commission
in Tehran, IRNA reported
from Rome.

The Italian bank “Medio
Banca' agreed last week to
pay the credit to six Iranian
banks namely banks of In-
dustry and Mines, Tejarat,
Sepah, Mellat, Melli and
Saderat.

The representative of the
Iranian banks are to travel

lran’ s first pharmaceutical
vocational school opens

TEHRAN - Iran’s first
vocational school offering
training in pharmacy opened
here on Sunday. The schooal,
affiliated to the phar-
maceutical company ‘ Darou-

Pakhsh’, was inaugurated in
a ceremony attended by the
company’s president, Mah-
moud Najafi, deputy min-
isters of education Jafar
Alagemandan and of health
Abolhassan Ahmadiani.

cluding ‘Glass Agency’,

Green Shot Cinema Center.

lranian film festival
toopen in Paris

TEHRAN - The first Iranian film festival is to be held
in Paris from October 7-20, Union of Film Distribution
and Producers reported on Sunday.

According to the report, the goal behind such festivals
is to acquaint those interested in Iranian movies with Ira-
nian cinema and to market Iranian-made feature films.

11 Iranian films are to be screened at the festival in-
‘Banuy-e Ordibehesht’,
Champion Takhti’, ‘Sara, ‘ The Pear Tree', ‘Love Squad-
ron’, ‘Cloud and Sunshin€e,
Down World', ‘Mather’'s Love' and ‘Psychic’. The fes-
tival is cosponsored by the Iranian union and French

‘The Lost Love,

‘World

‘Upside

Addressing the audience,
Alagemandan stressed the
important role of vocationa
schools in spurring industrial
and economic development,
adding that presently 24 per-
cent of the country’s stu-
dents completing  junior
high-school enter vocational
schools.

Citing the high cost of
the vocational schools to the

government, Alagemandan
welcomed private sector's
involvement in establish-

ment of such schools.

According to the official,
there are currently some
2,800 vocationa schools ac-
tive in the country.

Also speaking at the cer-
emony was the president of
‘Darou-Pekhsh’  who said
that a trained work force is
the most important element

in achieving devel opment.

to Italy to sign the fina
agreement with the Italian
bank.

Each of the Iranian bank
is to receive Dlrs 200 mil-
lion in credit to implement
their projects.

Iranian companies re-
celving the  credit are
obliged to purchase Italian
made products and materi-
as and to engage in man-
ufacturing projects to which
Italy is aparty.

Clocksto be

pulled back
one hour

TEHRAN - Wintertime
in Iran will start from the
first hour of the Iranian
month of ‘Mehr’ at 24:00
(20:30 GMT) on Sep-
tember 23, the public re-
lations office of the pres-
ident’s office said in an
announcement  here  on
Sunday.

According to the ap-
proval of the cabinet in
1991, the clocks are
pulled forward one hour
a 24:00 (20:30 GMT) on
March 20 with an aim of
energy saving.

The daylight saving
program ends a 24:00
(20:30 GMT) on Sep-
tember 21, the announce-
ment said.

| ranian tourism complex
to open in Geneva

TEHRAN - The Mostazafan and Janbazan Foundation (MJF) is opening
a tourism complex in Geneva to introduce the Iranian tourist attractions to
the Europeans.

To be inaugurated on the the eve of the World Tourism Day (September
25), the complex showcases Iranian/Islamic architecture as well as works by
Islamic Iran’s artists, helping to introduce the great Iranian civilization, the
report by the MJF public relations office added.

The MJF has before opened similar complexes in other countries as part
of its campaign to invigorate the Iranian tourism industry.
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British companies keen
oninvesting in lranian
asInqusries

TEHRAN - The British companies are interested in in-
vestment and active participation in Iran’s oil and gasin-
dustries, said the British Charge d’ Affaires to Iran Nick
Brown in Tabriz, East Azarbaijan Province, Sunday.

Speaking to IRNA, he added that the volume of bi-
lateral trade stood at ponds 40 million in 1997, adding,
“athough mutual trade exchanges show an increase com-
pared to the previous year, it has not reached the desired

Stressing the important role East Azarbaijan Province
plays in the economic development of the country, Brown
added that he will try to encourage the British companies
to consider making investment in the province.

He also welcomed the opportunity now available to
expand relations between Iran and Europe in general and
between Iran and Britain in particular, adding that in the
near future there will be efforts to convene the Iran-
Britain friendship association and other cultural institutes
affiliated to the British embassy in Iran.

He also said that he was on a working visit to Tabriz
in order to become familiar with the province's industrial

Meanwhile, Brown also discussed the possibility of
making joint investment with Governor General of East
Azarbaijan Province Y ahya Mohammad-Zadeh here Sun-

ay.

Mohammad-Zadeh said that despite differences of
opinion between the two countries on international issues,
bilateral trade and economic cooperation can further ex-

He also caled for participation of British companies
in economic activities in Julfa's Free Trade Zone (FTZ2),

Calling bilatera relations as “satisfactory”,
added that in the future with coordination of the com-
mercial section of the embassy, the British companies in-
terested in making investment in industry and other sec-
tors in East Azarbaijan Province will be able to visit the

Brown

 ran-Kenya geared to expand
Dilateral trade

4

TEHRAN - Minister of

Commerce Mohammad

Shariatmadari  on Sunday
called for expansion of trade
between Iran and Kenya, as
a means for expansion of
comprehensive bilateral as
well as multilateral ties in-
volving the two countries.

In a meeting with the
Kenyan Ambassador to Teh-
ran, Mohammad  Souba,
Sharitamadari also called for
convening of the two coun-
tries joint economic com-
mission to help expand Teh-
ran-Nairobi cooperation in
air and sea transportation,
customs, finance and tour-
ism.

According to the official,
Iran-Kenya bilateral trade
surpasses  Dirs three mil-
lion annually, of which Iran
has a Dlrs 2.6 million
share. Shariatmadari further
announced Iranian readiness
to help the African country
with construction of dams
and refineries as well as to

provide the country with the
know-how to better exploit
surface waters.

Iran can aso supply
Kenya with sanitary home
equipment, health products
and foodstuff, Shariatmadari
said, adding that the Islamic
Republic seeks to buy tea,
sugar and paper from Kenya.

The Kenyan ambassador
termed Iran-Kenya joint ec-
onomic commission  as “vi-
tal,” further expressing hope
that the commission would
convene in early November.

Underlining Iran’s
achievements in technica
and engineering fields, Sou-
ba said that Kenya seeks Ira-
nian partnership in joint in-
vestments as wel as
multilateral cooperation with
other African countries.

The Kenyan diplomat
further invited Iran to assist
Kenyain road and dam con-
struction projects as well as
in reviva of agricultura
lands.

Tehran, San'ato boost
parliamentary ties

TEHRAN - Yemeni Am-
bassador to Tehran Abdullah
al-Razi handed over to Par-
liament Speaker Ali Akbar
Nateq Nouri an invitation
from his Yemeni counterpart
tovisit San’a.

Calling as favorable Teh-
ran-San’a relations, Al-Razi
caled for further promotion
of bilatera parliamentary
ties as a suitable venue for
expansion of cooperation in
other areas, IRNA reported.

He said that activation of
the two countries parlia
mentary friendship groups
will help further bolster par-
liamentary cooperation.

Thanking for the in-
vitation, Nateq Nouri hoped
he could visit San'a in the
earliest convenience.

Discussing recent re-
giona and international de-

velopments Nateg Nouri out-
lined the overt and covert
plots hatched by global ar-
rogance against Muslim
countries.

One of the strategies be-
ing applied by the arrogant
powers is sowing discord
among Muslims and fish in
the troubled waters, so the
affinity among Mudim
countries is now of a great
importance, said the speaker.
The Taliban phenomenon
and the crimes they commit
under the banner of Islam is
a part of the arrogance’s in-
direct plot against Islam, Na-
teg Nouri added.

He further said that Mus-
lim countries  should,
through their vigilance and
coordination, prevent Tal-
iban from dominating the re-
gion.

You can advertisein

= |

[ELA'AT

| nter national Edition

For details:
Phone:
Fax:
Phone:
Fax:

0171-250-0840
0171-250-0842

(212)246-4521
(212)246-4332

{ Europe (London)

{USA (New York)




