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Iran, Austriato cooperate in

health sector

TEHRAN - The head of international economy department of Austria's

Science and Transport Ministry and assistant to the country’ s deputy minister | N

of labor, health and socia affairs, Gernot Grimm, called for expansion of

cooperation between Tehran and Viennain health sector.

The Austrian official also said that Austria welcomes cooperating with
Iran to reorganize the Iranian emergency health services network and also
provide Iran with the technology for production of medical equipment.

In the meeting, the assistant to Iranian deputy health minister Mohammad
Ali Bitaraf also welcomed cooperation between Iran and Austria in health

sector and medical training.

TEHRAN - Iran’s Pres-
ident Mohammad Khatami
Monday called on the United
Nations to designate the year
2001 as the “Year of Di-
alogue Among Civiliza-
tions.” He expressed hope
that through such a dialogue,
the realization of universal
justice and liberty may be in-
itiated.

Addressing the 53rd ses-
son of the Genera As
sembly, President Khatami
stated: “Among the worthi-
est achievements of this cen-
tury is the acceptance of and
the significance of dialogue
and rejection of force, pro-
motion of understanding in
cultural economic and polit-
ical fields, and strengthening
of the foundations of liberty,
justice and human rights,”
IRNA reported from New
York.

“Establishment and en-
hancement of civility, wheth-
er at national or international
level, is contingent upon di-
alogue among societies and
civilizations  representing
various views, inclinations
and approaches. If humanity
a the threshold of the new
century and millennium de-
votes al efforts to in-
dtitutionalize dialogue, re-
placing hostility and
confrontation with discourse
and understanding, it would
leave an invaluable legacy
for the benefit of the future
generations.”

In his speech to the Gen-
era Assembly, the Iranian
President also urged the
member states to join hands
in solidarity against gen-
ocide, aggression and the hu-
miliation of mankind in vari-
ous corners of the world.

“Let us prevent the con-
tinuation of shameful trag-
edies which have tarnished
the face of this century in

Ebtekar :

Palestine, Afghanistan, Ko-
sovo, and in many other
parts of Africa, Asiaand Lat-
in America,” he said.

Peace and security in the
Middle East, Khatami went
on to say, imperative as they
are, will be established only
through the recognition of
the right of all Palestinians
to exercise sovereignty over
their ancestral homeland.
The presently occupied Al-
Quds a-Sharif ought to be
the house of dialogue and
understanding, he said, add-
ing that resonating from the
depth of history, its voice
speaks intrinsically against
racism and Zionism.

Great monotheistic re-
ligions can live peacefully
together in Al-Quds al-
Sharif, the president went on
to say, but it is the very Is-
raeli rule that has made such
a coexistence impossible.
Palestine is the home of all
Palestinians - Muslims,
Christians and Jews - and
not the laboratory for the vi-
olent whims of Zionists,
Khatami noted.

The Iranian president
stated that there was no mil-
itary  solution to Af-
ghanistan’s predicament.
“Universal outrage at mas-
sacre and genocide being
perpetrated there, particular-
ly the tragic killing of Ira-
nian diplomats and journalist
as well as at the continued
captivity of the Iranian aid
workers in the hands of the
Taliban, call for sober analy-
sis and expeditious action to
bring the perpetrators of
these crimes to justice,” he
said.

“ Afghanistan, the land of
people of dignity and cul-
ture, has now been turned
into a haven for violence,
terrorism and production and
trafficking in narcotics. The

Women made
great stridesin lran

TEHRAN - lIranian
Vice-President and head of
Iran’s Environmental Pro-
tection Organization Ma-
soumeh Ebtekar in an inter-
view with a Greek
publication said the position
of woman in Iran has been
enhanced after the victory
of the 1979 Islamic Revolu-
tion.

She told weekly paper
‘Kiriakatiki’ that the model
of an lranian  woman is
one of a progressive woman
engaged actively in the po-
litical, social and scientific
life of the country, IRNA
reported from Athens.

Ebtekar supported her
views by pointing out that
whereas in 1979 the per-
centage of illiteracy among
women in Iran was 22 per-
cent, today it hasfallento 9
percent.

Thirty percent of doc-
tors in Iran are women
while the number of pro-
fessorsin Iran’s universities
isontherise.

“We dready have 14
woman deputies, advisorsto
ministers and to the pres-
ident and a woman as vice-
president,” she told the
Greek newspaper.

Referring to the position
of women in the West, Eb-

Industries minister:

tekar said athough slavery
has been abolished, but
women in the West are sub-
jected to other forms of mis-
treatment, like sexual ha-
rassment a work and the
demoting of her human dig-
nity.

The vice-president aso
criticized the ill-treatment of
woman in the name of Islam
in some Muslim countries
like Afghanistan.

The Greek paper said
that Ebtekar, a doctor and a
professor in Tehran Uni-
versity, replied to the jour-
nalist’s questions in perfect
English.

Kiriaktiki also published
a full-page report on Iran,
noting the changes taking
place in the Isamic Re-
public since the victory of
President Khatami in elec-
tions.

“In contrast to other cit-
ies in the Middle East, Teh-
ran has character.”

The paper noted that one
does not see any garbage on
the streets in the capital of
12 million.

Over thirty Greek jour-
nalists had accompanied
Greek Foreign  Minister
Theodoros Pangalos during
his recent visit to the Islam-
ic Republic.
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lran proposes U.N. to call 2001
‘year of dialog among civilizations

Afghan people, as other peo-
ples in the world, have the
inalienable right to de
termine their own destiny,
and have the right to enjoy a
broad-based government rep-
resenting all ethnic groups,
communities and tendencies
in that country.

“This is the only way to
restore tranquility in Af-
ghanistan. This requires res-
olute international coop-
eration in order to inhibit the
lucrative and deadly busi-
ness of production and
smuggling of narcotics, il-
licit trafficking in weapons
and cultivation of terrorism.

“The United Nations, in
cooperation with the Or-
ganization of the Islamic
Conference and concerned
states, should bring al the
parties to the conflict to the
negotiation table, paving the
way for the tyrannized and
destitute Afghan people to
freely determine their own
destiny, and backed by some
global support, bring the
rogue elements into com-
pliance with the will of the
international community.

President Khatami said
that the legitimate rights of
the embattied people of Ko-
sove should be recognized

President:

and the Yugoslav govern-
ment should be made to re-
spect these rights.

On the question of terror-
ism, he said honest and sin-
cere efforts to combat the
menace in al its forms and
manifestations, including
state terrorism, constitute an-
other important priority for
the government of the Islam-
ic Republic of Iran.

Khatami said that at the
threshold of the third mil-
lennium, the world aso
needs to be liberated from
the nightmare of nuclear war
and weapons of mass de-
struction.

“Recent nuclear tests in
the region, which have led to
further complications, make
such a necessity all the more
imperative. We should re-
alize that the idea of at-
taining security through the
acquisition of aresolute glo-
bal determination to eim-
inate al existing arsenas of
weapons of mass de
struction, within an agreed
dynamism to the inter-
national efforts against the
production and proliferation
of these deadly weapons.”

President Khatami said
Iran, in keeping with its fun-
damental beliefs and deep-

Taliban acts
threaten region

TEHRAN - President Mohammad Khatami on Mon-
day called the Taliban acts in Afghanistan as a calamity
for the region.

In a meeting with Pakistan Prime Minister Nawaz
Sharif, Khatami said that the various Afghan groups in
Afghanistan would not withdraw without resistance and
would not sit quiet. He said that Afghanistan would con-

tinue to remain acrisis-hit country.

The Iranian president said that a number of Iranians
are now captive in the hand of the Taliban. He also added
that the Islamic Republic expects that the slayers of Ira
nian diplomats and journalist in Mazat-i Sharif would be
found and punished, IRNA reported.

The prime minister of Pakistan proposed that Iran and
Pakistan from a joint committee to query into the killing
by the Taliban of the group of Iraniansin Mazar-i Sharif.

The Pakistani premier also said that his government
had delegated a commission to follow up efforts for the
release of Iranian captivesin the hands of the Taliban.

President Khatami said that Iran would welcome eve-
ry proposal for reducing tension and the government of
Pakistan could offer help for solving the problem.

Iran to organize solo trade
fair in Riyadh in November

TEHRAN - After forty
years, Iran is to organize a
solo trade fair in Riyadh in
November to display a va
riety of industrial and tradi-
tional export goods

Iran Chamber of Com-
merce, Industry and Mines

(ICCIM) with the co-
ordination of Export Pro-
motion Center of Iran

(EPCI) will organize the fair
with Javad Shams-Fard as
the official in charge.

In an interview with the
English  daily ‘Tehran
Times published Monday,
Shams-Fard said “goods to
be displayed at the Riyadh
fair include pharmaceutica
products, construction ma-
terials, facilities related to
technical and engineering
services and  industria

Industrial exports can be a mgjor
source of hard currency

TEHRAN - Minister
of Industries said here
Sunday that the volume of
Iran’s industrial output is
a aleve that its full ex-
port can generate revenues
matching that of oil.

Addressing a gathering
of industrial  officials,
Gholamreza Shafei said
that the priority however
should be given to ad-
dressing domestic needs,
IRNA reported.

He said athough man-
ufacturers were faced with

certain  restrictions last
year for the export of
their commodities, a total
of DIrs 1130 hillion
worth of industrial prod-
ucts were exported.

Meanwhile, the in-
dustrial  sector  man-
ufactured about Dlrs 10
billion worth of industrial
goods for domestic con-
sumption.

The minister under-
lined the need for setting
up specialized export
firms for promotion of in-

ETTELAAT ONTHE INTERNET

http://www .ettel aat.com

dustrial exports.

Shafei said out of
100,000 industrial projects
planned since the victory
of the 1979 Idamic Rev-
olution, only 10,000 have
been completed and an-
other 10,000 are being
implemented.

Stressing the need for
forging closer relations
between the industrial
sector and academic cen-
ters, Shafei said at least

15 percent of in-
vestments should be
spent on research and
development of in-
dustries.

goods.”

Other traditional goods
such as carpets, pistachios
will also be on display at the
fair.

Shams-Fard also added
“so far more than 100 Ira-
nian companies, active in
various areas of commercial
and industrial activities have
registered their names for the
participation at the fair.”

rooted civilizationa her-
itage, seeks a world blessed
with peace and tranquility
based on human dignity. It
has accorded removal of ten-
sion the highest priority in
its foreign policy, he said,
adding that in line with the
principles of the Idamic
Revolution, Iran is de
termined to follow its bal-
anced policy of expansion of
relations with its neighbors
and other countries on the
basis of respect for in-
dependence and equality of
rights.

The Iranian president
aso emphasized the par-
amount role of the family,
women and youth in the
making of a better tomorrow
and the consolidation of the
foundations of the civil so-
ciety throughout the globe.

The president said efforts
a the global level geared to
the promotion and strength-
ening of respect for women
and their rights require a crit-
ical reassessment of the tra-
ditional and inappropriate
views about women.

“At the threshold of the
new millennium, the United
Nations should have faith in
the new generations, to
whom the next century be-
longs. It should thus be pre-
pared to accept and embrace
the requirements of be-
lieving in the youth.

Zarif:

Greece, Iran discuss
cultural cooperation

TEHRAN - lran’s Cultura Counselor in Athens, Gholamreza Noor-
Mohammadan, Monday met Spyros Repoulis, an official at the Greek Cul-
ture Ministry and discussed the progress of cultural cooperation between the
two countries.

The two officials discussed the possibility of organizing an Iranian cul-
tural week in the Greek capital soon, a source at Iran’s cultural centre told

Last week, Noor-Mohammadan met Greek Sports Undersecretary, An-
dreas Fouras, and discussed sports cooperation between Athens and Tehran.

The Two sides agreed to sign a protocol to promote sports cooperation
between Greece Iran.

Russia concerned about ongoing
developments in Afghanistan

TEHRAN - The visiting chairman of the
the Russian State Duma Gennady Seleznyov
told Parliament Speaker Ali-Akbar Nateg-
Nouri that regiona security is of high im-
portance to Russia and that his country was
concerned about ongoing unrest in  Af-

ghanistan.

Underlining Iran’s role in the region and
expansion of Tehran-Moscow relations, Se-
leznyov said that continuation of the ongoing
Afghan crisis would endanger the security of
the region and increase drug trafficking,

IRNA reported.

He said the Caspian Sea littoral states
should employ more rational methods for ex-
ploitation of the sea’ s resources.

He called for conclusion of afinal accord
by all the said countriesin relation to the Cas-

pian Sealegal regime.

Nateg-Nouri expressed satisfaction with
settlement of recent issues in Russia and said
that Iran isfor stability and calm in that coun-

try.

Touching on the growing relations be-
tween Tehran and Moscow, the Iranian par-
liamentarian said that relations between the
two countries are at a“ satisfactory” level.

He said that relations between Iran and
Russia were growing and formation of the
joint economic commission and cooperation
in the areas of oil and gas are indicative of
expanding ties between the two countries.

Iran and Russia should utilize their po-
tential to deepen and expand mutual political
and economic relations, said Nateg-Nouri,
caling for expansion of parliamentary coop-
eration between the two countries.

Tehran and Moscow share common
views on many issues, said Nateg-Nouri, add-
ing that this can be helpful in expanding
cooperation at the bilateral, regional and in-

ternational levels.

goals.

Referring to the influence of the U.S. and
Zionism in the region, Nateg-Nouri said that
mutual cooperation between Tehran and
Moscow will thwart enemies expansionist

Current situation in Afghanistan is atrag-

ic issue for al the humanity, said Nateg-

Nouri, regretting that an illogical and back-
ward group, backed by aliens, is plundering,
murdering, committing genocide and de-
stroying Afghanistan. The magnitude of the
catastrophe is such that all indecent acts are

being carried out under the banner of 1slam.

ics.

He blamed Taliban for creating unrest in
the region and expanding smuggle of narcot-

The only way to save Afghanistan is to
form a broad-based government made up of

al groups, without foreign intervention, the

speaker said.

ed

Nouri.

Cooperation between Iran and Russia
would be important for this purpose, he add-

Switching to the Caspian Sea issue, Na-
teg-Nouri, said that the region should remain
a non-military one, adding that Iran believes
that al the countries concerned should reach
consensus on determination of the Caspian
Sealegal regime.

To prevent aliens' influence in the region,
littoral states should deal more actively and
seriously with the issue, advised Nateg-

He condemned the Zionist regime's ex-
pansionist moves to
Mogaddas and change its demographic struc-
ture. He urged the international community to
address the issue. He termed the Zionist re-
gime as asymbol of state terrorism.

Iran is among first victims of terrorism
and believes that all countries should uproot

judaize Beit-ul-

any form of terrorism through coordination.

6+2 a positive step

TEHRAN - lran’s Dep-
uty Foreign Minister Mo-
hammad Javad Zarif, who
represented the Ilamic Re-
public at Monday meeting of
the six plus two on the situa-
tion in Afghanistan, de-
scribed the meeting as a
“positive good step.”

Speaking to reporters af-
ter the meeting, Zarif was
quoted by IRNA as saying
that the Security Council
must “show that the situation
in going to be condoned by
the community. This should
be followed by a strong res-
olution by the Security
Council to demonstrate that
the problem of Afghanistan
is on the priority list of the

ICCIM deputy president
in charge of international af-
fairs Entezari also talking to
the daily said, “the solo trade
fair in Riyadh will also in-
dicate the significance of bi-
lateral ties between the two
countries,” and added “this
trade fair will pave the way
for closer cooperation be-
tween the private sectors of
two countries.”

Army ready to defend
against conspiracies

TEHRAN

- The command headquarters of the Islamic

Republic armed forces in a statement  voiced the readiness of
the armed forces to thwart the conspiracies of enemies.

In a statement issued on the eve of the Sacred Defense
Week which started yesterday, it said the global arrogance has
not taken lessons from the eight years of sacred defense, and
by instigating and supporting the Taliban militia in Af-
ghanistan, has carried out massacre of the defenseless Af-
ghan people and also the murder of Iranian diplomats, IRNA

reported.

The Iranian armed forces follow the enemies moves
closely and are on aert to act on the order of their Leader,
Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, to defend the nation’s rights and to

repel any aggressions.

Meanwhile, exemplary units of the armed forces will hold
marches countrywide on Friday, on the fourth day of the Sa-

cred Defense Week.

In Tehran, the march will be held at Azadi square in pres-
ence of high-ranking military and civilian officials.

British diplomat tours
historical sites

TEHRAN - British Charge d Affaires in Tehran Nick
Brown in a meeting with mayor of Orumiyeh, West Azarbaijan
Province, Rasul Keshtpour on Monday expressed regret over
Afghan crisis and killing of Iranian nationals in the hands of
Taliban. Brown said that wide-scale efforts are underway at the
U.N. by Secretary General Kofi Annan and certain countries to
end war and crisis in Afghanistan. He praised historical attrac-
tions of Orumiyeh and expressed satisfaction with his visit to
the city. Keshtpur said the support given by certain countries to
Taliban has encouraged it to commit such heinous crimesin that
country. He briefed Brown on tourist attractions of Orumiyeh
and stressed the importance of foreign investment in tourism

sector in the city.

international community.”

He said it was important
for Iran that the international
community takes serious ac-
tion toward the crisis in Af-
ghanistan. “The threat to se-
curity is very grave and the
international community
should take a serious interest
in Afghanistan as a concern
of the international com-
munity not simply as an eth-
nic war or alocal problem.

the six plus two meeting
- attended by representatives
from Iran, China, Pakistan,
Turkmenistan, Uzbekistan
and Tajikistan, as well as
Russia and the United States
- supported the U.S. sec-
retary general’s decision to
send his specia envoy,
Lakhdar Brahimi, to the re-
gion.

Zaif said the report of
the UN. team to Af-
ghanistan should be pre-
sented to the Security Coun-
cil to enable it to adopt
follow-up measures and ad-
dress those who are not com-
plying with the wishes of the
international community to
bring a political solution to
Afghanistan.

On the likelihood of mil-
itary operations by Iran
against Pakistan, Zarif said
Iran had a very serious na

tional problem regarding Af-
ghanistan.

“Our civilians are being
kept hostage. We have placed
our priority on a diplomatic
solution and we will continue
every effort to make sure this
situation will end with a po-
litical solution.

This is our objective and
we do not want to put atime
limit onit.”

Asked why Iran expected
the U.N. to lend support to
the lIranian cause in Af-
ghanistan while Tehran held
dozens of American dip-
lomats hostage 20 years ago,
he said, “it is important that
we deal with an issue of pri-
mary concern to the inter-
national community, that is
the issue of total disregard
for the principles of inter-
national humanitarian law.

Today in Afghanistan, a
genocide is occuring. We
will not do anyone any ser-
vice by comparing the situa-
tion today with a situation 20
years ago. Tens of thousands
of people face genocide in
Afghanistan. It is important
for everybody with some
possible influence and inter-
est in Afghanistan to act to-
gether in order to put an end
to the crisis. The bodies of
the Iranian diplomats and the

fate of the remaining ci-
vilians is a concern for us
and for the international
community as well.”

On issues of common
concern between Iran and
the U.S. at the six plus two
meeting, Zarif said the prob-
lem of terrorism, narcotics
and arms trafficking, the
failure and reluctance of the
Taliban to accept a political
solution were common con-
cerns of many delegates, in-
cluding those of Iran and the
us.

Asked about possibility
of diplomatic talk between
Iran and the U.S., he said:
“We did not come to this
meeting to develop or dis-
cuss relations with the U.S.
All the attention, including
that of the U.S., was de-
voted to finding a solution
to the crisisin Afghanistan.

Zarif said the Taliban
have accepted responsibility
for the killing of the Iranian
diplomats and must be
brought to justice. He said
out of the nine confirmed
deaths, Iran had received the
bodies of six diplomats.
“We are waiting for the rest
of the bodies to be delivered
tous,” he noted.

Iranians abroad ready to contribute
to country’s devel opment

TEHRAN - Hundreds of
Iranians residing in the U.S.
caled on the Islamic Re
public to pave the way for
their contribution to Iran’s
political and economic de-
velopments.

The group had gathered
in front of the U.N. head-

guarters waiting en-
thusiastically to meet Pres-
ident Mohammad Khatami.

Taking to IRNA, a pa
triotic lranian, Zarafshan
said the Islamic Republic
lacks appropriate laws al-
lowing investments in the
country by Iranians residing

Iran produces 21 pc of world's
date yield

TEHRAN - Iran stood
first among world’'s major
date producers last year for
production of 876,000 tons
of date, which is about 21
percent of the total date out-
put in the year.

Managing Director of
Arg-e Jadid Free Trade Zone
Masood Fazel told re-
porters that 400 types of
date are obtained from pam
trees cultivated in 203,000
hectares of lands in the
country. He said that about
5,200 tons of date, worth RIs
2.94 hillion, were exported
in the first quarter of the
year (March 21-June 21).

He added that 20 tons of
date was exported to Leb-
anon via Arg-e Jadid Free
Trade Zone customs office
and 60 more tons are to be
exported to the country with-

in the next couple of days.

There are plans to pro-
duce 12,000 tons of date by
making use of modern ir-
rigational facilities in the
zone, said Fazel.

abroad.

He pointed out that the
volume of investments by
Iranians residing abroad will
increase considerably once
this problem is solved.

Sheikholedami, an Ira-
nian who resides in Boston
and came here to visit Pres-
ident Khatami said he ex-
pects the president to con-
tinue his efforts amed at
overall political, sociad and
economic development of
Iran.

He further stated that
Iran should allow a role in
the country’s  development
by Iranians enthusiastic
about contributing to
progress of the Idamic Re-

public.
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