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Iran-Turkey security
commission begins work

TEHRAN - The 15th session of Iran-Turkey security commission began | N

work in Ankara Tuesday with participation of security and police officials of

the two countries.

The meeting is to focus on expanding security cooperation between the
two countries and study ways of combating cross border drug smuggling.
The Iranian delegation to the five-day gathering is led by the head of the

Interior Ministry security department Hussein Motahar.

The 14th session of the joint security commission was held in Tehran last

August.
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TEHRAN - Head of the
Atomic Energy Organization

of Iran (AEOI), Gho-
lamreza Agazadeh in Vienna
Tuesday warned against nu-
clear  proliferation in the
Middle East and South Asia.

Addressing the general
assembly of the International
Atomic Energy Agency
(IAEA), Aqazadeh referred
to severa nuclear tests car-
ried out by India and Paki-
stan and said such tests have
increased concerns of those

Middle Eastern and South
Asian countries which fully
abide by the Nuclear Non-
Proliferation Treaty (NPT),
IRNA reported from Vienna.

New Dehi and Is
lamabad each carried out
several nuclear tests  last
May. Israel’s refusal to join
the NPT and its access to le-
thal nuclear weapons, direct
assistance of U.S. to lsreal
for promotion of its nuclear
capability, double standard
policy of the U.S. in dis
armament have jeopardized
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the NPT's credibility and
prevents materialization of
the treaty’s basic goas,
Agazadeh stressed.

The peace-seekers of the
world are for full and non-
discriminatory imple-
mentation of the treaty, he
said adding, however, the ap-
pea of the Middle Eastern
countries, Iran in particular,
to declare the region a nu-
clear weapon free zone is
ignored and the Zionist re-
gime continues proliferation
of its weapons.

Intl. gathering on Caspian
energy resources

TEHRAN - The head of
the Iranian Institute for In-
ternational Energy Studies,
Gholam-Hussein ~ Hassan-
Tash, here on Tuesday an-
nounced that an inter-
national gathering on Cas-
pian Sea resources would be
held in Iran with a focus on
possible routes for the oil
and gas transfer as well as
security and economic de-
velopment.

Speaking to IRNA, Has-
san-Tash said that the gath-
ering which is the second of
its kind would be held No-
vember 7-8.

The Islamic Republic of
Iran, enjoying a specia re-
gional status, cannot ignore
the energy issues in the
world, Hassan-Tash said,
adding that besides being
amongst the most stable
countries in the region, Iran
is the most economical route
for transfer of the Caspian
oil and gas.

Hassan-Tash aso said
that since Organization of
Petroleum Exporting Coun-

tries (OPEC) has been play-
ing an effective role under
critical  conditions in the
market and succeeded in
regulating the  market
through its monitoring pol-
icies, formation of any or-
ganization that would lead
to its weakening is un-

acceptable.
He said that Saudi Ara-
bia has been raising plans

to form new organizations,
comprised of world's lead-
ing oil producers.

Hassan-Tash said that
formation of a new group,
composed of world’ s major
oil producers with an aim to
bring about coordination
among them under the pre-
text of OPEC's inefficiency,
isnot at al justifiable.

He said that those pro-
posals of Saudi Arabia for
formation of organizations
aiming to arrange taks
among the OPEC member
and non  members before
convention of the OPEC ses-
sions, that would lead to
strengthening of the or-

New Delhi cultural ties.

bonds, IRNA reported.

in the said field.

publication and

Iran, Indiato expand
bilateral cultural ties

TEHRAN - Deputy Culture and Islamic Guidance
Minister and presidential advisor Ahmad Masjid-Jameie
in a meeting with Indian Deputy Minister of Human Re-
source Development Vaidyan Thaayyr in the Indian cap-
ital Tuesday underlined the need for expansion of Tehran-

Public relations department at the Culture and Islamic
Guidance Ministry announced here on Tuesday that Mas-
jid-Jameie called cultural commonalties between Iran
and India as well as age old background of the Persian
language in India as a factor for consolidation of their

Referring to the cultural viewpoints of President Mo-
hammad Khatami, Magjid-Jameie said that Iran has taken
the initiative for dialog among civilizations and expressed
hope that Iran and India could expand mutual activities

Thaayyr referred to the age-old cultural background
between Iran and India and welcomed dialog among Ira-
nian and Indian civilizations.

The Indian official also deemed as urgent strength-
ening cooperation between Iran and India in the areas of
fair organization and said that India is
ready to set up a fair, where to display old documents of
the Persian literature aswell as  manuscripts.

Magjid-Jameie is in New Delhi since Saturday head-
ing a cultural delegation to attend the international con-
gress ‘book for young people’. The biennia congress,
sponsored by the International Board on Books for
Young People (IBBY), is to be over on September 24.

ganization are instead justifi-
able.

He added that briefing
the OPEC session on the
general agreements reached
among members in the
course of their meetings in
orderto  make feasible the
decision making process on
details of the agreements and
speedy announcement of the
result are favorable.

He continued that how-
ever, any move to impose de-
cisions on the  OPEC and
turn it into a second-hand de-
cision making centre with an
aim to pressurize it is not at
all acceptable.

The proposal to form an
organization independent of
OPEC or an  organization
on its sideline has not been
eye-catchingly welcomed by
the oil producers because
many non-OPEC members

are members of such  or-
ganizations as the Inter-
national Energy Agency and

the  Organization of Ec-
onomic Cooperation and De-
velopment (OECD), thus
having special kinds of inter-
ests there, Hassan-Tash dis-
closed.

Saudi Arabia has high
production capacity and its
interests  differs from those
of other OPEC members,
said Hassan-Tash, adding the
country tries to form or-
ganizations wherein it would
assume more pivota role.

Also speaking to IRNA
was the secretary general of
the gathering, Mousavi, who
cited the Caspian littoral
states preoccupation with ec-
onomic development for
their high interest in the Cas-
pian oil and gas resources.

The international gath-
ering would assess the en-
ergy resources in the region
and ways of its transfer as
well as its political, econom-
ic and environmenta as
pects, he said.

According to Mousavi,
some 500 political and en-
ergy officials of the regional
countries would attend the
gathering.

Important  international
oil companies as well as
some national and inter-
national research ingtitutes
would also be represented in
the gathering, he added.

CEU expresses concarn ovey (rigsin

TEHRAN - President of
Council of the European
Union (CEU) Wolfgang
Schussel condemned the re-
cent killing of Iranian dip-
lomats and attack against
two staff members of UN-
SMA (United Nations Staff
Members Abroad) in Af-
ghanistan. He aso de
manded an urgent in-
vestigation into “these
atrocious acts.”

Addressing the 53rd
General Assembly session,
Schussel who is also For-
eign Minister of Austria,
called on the Taliban to
cooperate fully in ensuring
the safe release of the re-

maining diplomats and
other Iranian nationals miss-
ing in Afghanistan, IRNA
reported.

“The EU is determined
to play an effective role in
efforts to stop the fighting,
and restore peace, stability
and respect for human
rights and international prin-
ciples in Afghanistan,” said
the CEU president.

“We are committed to
bringing about a sustainable
peacein Afghanistan, put-
ting an end to foreign inter-
vention, and encouraging
intra-Afghan dialog, in par-
ticular  through  support
for centra role of the Unit-
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ed Nations,” he said, adding
that EU attaches special im-
portance to the fight against
illegal drugs and terrorism
in Afghanistan.

He aso stressed that
only a political settlement,
aimed at the establishment
of a fully representative,

broad-based transitional
government, can lead to
peace and reconciliation.

“We are deeply concerned
at new reports of the killing,
harassment and dis
placement of innocent ci-
vilians. In this connection,
we strongly urge Afghan
factions, in particular the
Taliban, to refrain from all
acts of indiscriminate vi-
olence, specialy against ci-
vilians,” he noted.

“The EU remains grave-
ly concerned at persistent

ol alor
As

It is believed that Israel
possesses 200 nuclear war-
heads.

Reciting clause four of
the NPT which underlines
the necessity for global-
ization of peaceful utiliza-
tion of nuclear technology,
Agazaedeh said imposition
of restrictive regimes on
transfer of peaceful nuclear
technology dueto alleged ac-
cusations is by no means jus-
tifiable.

He said that despite ef-
forts of certain countries to
prevent transfer of nuclear
technology to Iran, Iranian
experts have managed to
promote peaceful utilization
of nuclear technology in
medicine, industry and ag-
riculture with cooperation of
the IAEA.

Seleznov:

Tehran hosts specialized
human rights gathering

TEHRAN - Foreign and local experts and instructors took part in a spe-
cialized meeting in Tehran Tuesday to review the issue of human rights.

The participants in the three-day gathering will review and analyze uni-
versal declaration of human rights and make comparison with the Islamic

Ayatollah Ma'refat said the contemporary human rights is in fact an
achievement of the efforts by the divine messengers over the centuries.

Secretary general of the international association of religious freedoms
was also among other lecturers who addressed the gathering.

Russiaregards Iran
as strategic friend

TEHRAN - Chairman of
Russian State Duma Gen-
nady Seleznov said in Teh-
ran on Tuesday that Russia
regards Iran as its strategic
friend and attaches high im-
portance to upgrading multi-
faceted cooperation with
Iran.

In a meeting with Chair-
man of the Expediency
Council of the Islamic Re-
public of Iran Akbar Ha
shemi Rafsanjani, Seleznov
said what is going on in Af-
ghanistan is in contravention

of the internationaly-
recognized standards, IRNA
reported.

He said Russia and Iran
share common view on Af-
ghanistan supporting forma-
tion of a codlition govern-
ment composed of al
Afghan groups in that coun-
try.

Seleznov supported
Iran’s military build-up on

MPscriticize govemnment's
performance on Afghanistan

TEHRAN - Majlis deputies in a behind-closed-doors
session Tuesday discussed the recent developments in

Afghanistan.

The session was attended by ministers of information
and defense as well as deputy foreign ministers who
each addressed the session on the issue and also an-
swered questions raised by the deputies.

Speaking to IRNA following the session, Mo-
hammad Bager Nobakht who is a member of the Majlis
presiding body said that the session also heard speeches
by 12 deputies, some protesting the government’s per-
formance on Afghan crisis. Nobakht did not elaborate on
the issues raised by the deputies.

However, he added, Majlis deputies were all ap-
preciative of the timely maneuver by the armed forces in

the country’s eastern frontiers.

“Although Iran is not presently opting for a military
response to Taliban’'s despicable act, various aternatives
in this respect have to be discussed and considered,” No-
bakht said, adding that the armed forces being the in-
strument of one of the alternatives must aways be fully

prepared.

According to Nobakht, the executive officials told
Mailis deputies that they considered giving humanitarian
support to Burhanuddin Rabbani’s government as quite
legal, “specialy in light of the fact that Rabbani’s gov-
ernment is recognized by international organizations as
the legitimate government of Afghanistan.”

In conclusion, Nobakht stressed that the criticisms
heard in Tuesday’'s session was not targeting any in-
dividual, but was rather targeting the overall policy pur-

sued on Afghanistan.

Press Union:

Press violations must
be Investigated
within law

TEHRAN - The Press
Union in a statement said the
press jury is the appropriate
body to assess activities of
journalists and determine
whether such activities arein
conformity with law.

The statement, added
that qualitative and quan-
titative growth of the press
in Iran in recent years has
created an unprecedented at-
mosphere in the social and
political life of the Iranian
society.

Although developments
of the past year in the press
society have had positiveim-
pact on stability and growth
of the society, they entailed
their own problems as well,

ghanistan

human rights  violations
and breaches of humanitar-
ian law in Afghanistan. We
aso denounce the con-
tinuing discrimination
against girls and women in
that country. We strongly
urge all factions, and in par-
ticular the Taliban, to rec-
ognize, protect and promote
all human rights.

“Furthermore, we
strongly urge them to end
discriminatory policies and
to recognize, protect and
promote equal rights and
dignity for men and women.
While the EU is keen to re-
sume its  humanitarian
assistance to the Afghan
population, NGOs will only
be able to return to Kabul
once the authorities have
met the necessary condi-
tions.”

said the statement, quoted by
IRNA.

The Press Union called
on those active in jour-
naistic areas to fully ap-
preciate legal frameworks
and fully realize the trends
which are against the spirit
of freedom in order not to
provide any excuse for those
who are not pleased with the
institutionalized freedom in
the society.

However, it stressed,
press violations should not
be investigated through il-
legal channels, adding that
attempts to confine the free-
doms stipulated in the con-
gtitution not only will not
solve the prevaling prob-
lems but will further ag-
gravate them.

Pointing to the events of
the past week in the field of
press, the union said that
press violations should be
dealt with in accordance
with the press law.

Terming arrest of jour-
nalists for journalistic activ-
ities as contrary to the spirit
of the constitution, the state-
ment called on officials in
the judiciary to announce
other charges of the de
tainees, if any.

It further stressed that il-
legal and unofficial pres-
sures on the press in an ef-
fort to stop their publication
not only is an illegal act but
makes the press activities in-
secure.

The statement called on
the judiciary to provide rep-
resentative of the Press Un-
ion with the opportunity to
meet with the detainees, add-
ing that the union will ap-
point its lawyer and intro-
duce him to judicia officials
to follow up the case.

its eastern border to prevent
insecurity and drug traf-
ficking from Afghanistan
and sad Russia has aso
adopted strict security meas-
ures on its border with Af-
ghanistan.

On the Caspian Sea, Se-
leznov said there exist ex-
tensive grounds for coop-
eration between the Caspian
states, but, unfortunately,
certain littoral states are ig-
noring the rights of their
neighboring states and don’t
have a consensus on optimal
use of the sea’ s resources.

He called for cooperation
between Iran, Russia and the
other Caspian Sea littoral
states to address lack of una-
nimity of views among
themselves.

He expressed grief over
Taliban's inhuman practices
in Afghanistan and sym-
pathized with the Iranian
government, nation on mar-
tyrdom of diplomats and
journalist by Taliban in Af-
ghanistan.

Rafsanjani said develop-
ment of cooperation between
the two large neighboring
states of Iran and Russia
serves the interests of the en-
tire region.

He said there are ex-
tensive grounds for bilateral
cooperation and the existing
potential should be utilized
properly.

Rafsanjani called for fol-
lowing up of the accords a-
ready reached between the
two countries and for putting
them into practice.

He criticized the current
negligence exercised by cer-
tain Caspian states toward
the its lega regime and
caled for Tehran-Moscow
serious cooperation to attract
cooperation of other littoral
statesin this respect.

Rafsanjani said the two
countries would exchange
views on energy, oil and gas
as one area of bilateral coop-
eration.

In a separate meeting
here Tuesday, Seleznov and
Iranian First Vice-President
Hassan Habibi  exchanged
views on the mutual interests

and latest developments
intheregion.

Habibi referring to the
Irano-Russian historical re-
lations, termed cooperation
between parliaments of the
two nations as ‘ constructive’
and ‘effective’ in further ex-
pansion of the bilateral re-
lations.

He added that Tehran
and Moscow  through
strengthening their  coop-
eration will be able to help
peace, tranquility and secur-
ity in  the region and that
the Islamic Republic of Iran
expects Russiato feel more
responsible towards its par-
ticipation in resolving the
regional issues.

He added that the Islam-
ic Republic of Iran is against
the Taliban irrational moves
which has been the cause for
escalating unrest throughout
the region, massacring the
Iranian diplomats and IRNA
correspondent in  Mazar-i
Sharif and taking captive
some more lranians.

Habibi then refuted any
military solution for re-
solving the  Afghan crisis
and reiterated that nego-
tiation among al Afghan
political factions and re-
ligious and ethnic groups is
a must for forming an in-
dependent and stable gov-
ernment in Afghanistan.

On safeguarding the in-
dependence of the Caspian
Sea and preventing any for-
eign influence on the vita
resources of the sea, he not-
ed that Iran gives priority in
its policies to the environ-
mental protection of the Cas-
pian Sea. He then called on
the five littoral states chiefly
Iran and Russia to finaize
the legal regime of the Cas-
pian Sea.

Chairman of the Russian
State Duma said on his part
that Moscow  is ready to
expand its relations with
Tehran. Saying that Russia
is concern about the environ-
mental protection  of the
Caspian Sea, Seleznov add-
ed that the sea resources be-
long to the five littoral states
and that they should coop-

erate to make an  appropri-
ate use of the resources.

Speaking to IRNA in Is-
fahan, the speaker of the
Russian State Duma said that
the massive presence of the
Iranian army in the country’s
eastern frontiers serves as a
deterrent against any threat
by the Afghan Taliban.

Seleznov said that due to
the presence of the Russian
border guards at the Afghan
frontiers of Tajikistan, “the
Taliban don't also dare to vi-
olate the borders of the Com-
monwealth of Independent
States.”

He condemned the mur-
der of the Iranian diplomats
and reporter by the Taliban,
adding that Russiaisready to
cooperate with Iran in the in-
ternational arena to secure
the release of the Iranian na-
tionals currently in Taliban’s
captivity.

Seleznov who arrived in
Isfahan Tuesday, also had a
meeting with  Governor-
General Jafar Mousavi who
stressed the importance of
cooperation between the Ira-
nian province and the Rus-
sian Federation.

Mousavi referred to the
construction of Isfahan’s
steel mill as well as the long
presence of the Russian con-
sulate in the province as ev-
idence of long standing
cooperation between Isfahan
and Russia.

He further stated that the
sister city agreement to be
signed between Isfahan and
Saint Petersburg would fur-
ther help the bilateral re-
lations.

The Duma speaker told
Mousavi that he was highly
impressed with presence of
vast green regions adjacent
to the deserts in the province,
further referring to it as ates-
timony to the hardwork by
Isfahanis.

Seleznov and his ac-
companying delegation
Tuesday also visited severa
historical sites in the ancient
city of Isfahan. The Russian
delegation left the city Tues-
day night.

lran’sembassy in Ankara
rejectsallegations

TEHRAN - The Iranian
embassy in Ankara in a
statement Tuesday rejected
accusations levelled by the
Israeli embassy in Turkey,
IRNA reported.

The statement printed in
an Istanbul-based Turkish

daily, aleged that “Iranian
missile, Shahab-3 is a threat
to Turkey.”

The Iranian embassy
communique read, “the base-
less and empty  accusation
directed against the Islamic
Republic of Iran is aimed at

Minister back
home, terms visit to
L_ebanon fruitful

TEHRAN - Minister of
Culture and Islamic Guid-
ance Ataollah Mohgjerani re-
turned to Tehran at the end
of hisweek-long trip to Syr-
iaand Lebanon, respectively.

He told IRNA before de-
parture from Beirut on Mon-
day evening that Lebanese
officials are willing to pro-
mote relations with Iran at all
levelsand in al fields.

L ebanese political and re-
ligious persondities share
common viewpoints and
stands with the Islamic Re-
public on many international
and regional issues, said Mo-
hajerani who paid a four-day
visit to Beirut starting Fri-
day.
He further termed his
talks in Lebanon as positive
and fruitful saying the trip
was aimed at promoting Teh-
ran-Beirut cultura relations
for which the two countries
signed a letter of under-
standing on media and pub-
licity cooperation.

The two sides aso
worked out a draft on bi-
lateral tourism cooperation
and reviewed Tehran-Beirut
cooperation in cultural fields
which covers films, cultural
heritage, theater, visual arts
and music.

Mohgjerani met with
Lebanese President Elias
Hrawi, Prime Minister Rafiq

Hariri and speaker of parlia-
ment during his stay in Leb-
anon.

He also held talks with
Lebanon's  Mufti Mo-
hammad Rashid Qabani, re-
ligious leader of Maronite
Christians Cardina Nas-
rollah Sdfir, president of the
Supreme Assembly of the
Shi’ite Muslims Sheikh Mo-
hammad Mehdi Shamseddin,
leader of Druze Mudims
Behjat Gheith and Secretary
General of Lebanese Hiz-
bullah Hassan Nasrollah as
well as Allama Mohammad
Hussein Fadhllolah.

In Syria, Mohgjerani dis-
cussed promation of cultural
and publicity relations with
senior Syrian officials.

injuring good relations be-
tween Ankaraand Tehran.”

It termed the move as an
attempt to sow discord and
create hodtility in the Islam-
ic community.

The Israeli statement fur-
ther added that the goa be-
hind testing Shahab missile
is to target Israel and then
Turkey.

“Against such a threat,
both Ankara and Tel Aviv
should jointly act,” the state-
ment said.

The communique by the
Iranian embassy further read,
“lsraeli embassy in Ankara
has tried to cover up the
transgressive nature prev-
dentin Tel Aviv and that it
introduces the achievement
of the Islamic Republic of
Iran in the area of missile
(technology) as a threat to
Turkey.”

The communique added
that the successful testing of
the missile is not a threat to
any neighboring countries,
specifically Turkey. It is
meant to beef up the defense
system of the nation, aweap-
on used as a deterring bal-
ance of power against coun-
tries which are hogtile
towards Iran.

Turkey had earlier of-
ficially announced that Ira-
nian missiles posed no dan-
ger against Turkey.
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