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Iranian youth team runner up in
Aslan judo tournament

TEHRAN - The Iranian youth judo team has finished in the second
place in the Asian youth judo championships which concluded Wednesday
afternoon in India.

Iran finished with 20 points on the strength of one gold, three silver and
one bronze medals.

India scored 22 points and was crowned as the champion. Japan and Uz-
bekistan took the third and fourth places, respectively.

The competitions had started on Monday.

ETTELA'AT
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Khatami congratul ates
Saudi national day

TEHRAN - President Mohammad Khatami has cabled a message to the
Saudi King Fahd, congratulating him and the Saudi nation on the country’s
national day.

In the message, Khatami expressed hope that through efforts by the two
countries officials, Iranian-Saudi ties would grow further in the future.

Khatami in a separate message has also congratulated Saudi Crown
Prince Abdullah on the occasion.

The Only International Persian Daily Newspaper

ISSN: 1353 - 8829 NO. 1063 FRIDAY, SEPT 25, 1998

Leader receives Duma chairman

|ran, Russia share common
grounds for cooperation

TEHRAN - Leader of

Iranian official:

progressin lran-Arab ties

TEHRAN - Iran’'s Deputy Foreign Minister for Arab-
African Affairs, Mohammad Sadr, spoke of “encouraging ho-
rizon” in ties between Iran and the Arab world.

Sadr, who is currently visiting Yemen, said Iran’'s re-

Sadr expressed hope that the issue of POWSs between Iran
and Iraq will end soon.
Commenting on Iran-Arab ties, Sadr said there is a “very

Iran-Russiaties. good and encouraging horizon,” pointing that a year ago Iran

independent government in the legal regime of the Cas-

the Islamic Revolution Ay-
atollah  Ali Khamenei re-
ceived the Chairman of Rus-
sian State Duma, Gennady
Seleznov, here Wednesday.
Parliament Speaker Ali Ak-
bar Nateg Nouri was also
present in the meeting.

The Leader stressed the
existing grounds for coop-
eration in different areas
between the two countries
and underlined the need for
firm determination of the
two countries for under-
standing and joint coop-
eration over the Caspian Sea
issue, IRNA reported.

The Leader said that in-
stability in Russiais a cause
of concern for the region
and expressed the hope that
Russian officials will be
able to solve the problems
with prudence without re-
sorting to Western formulas.

Seleznov  briefed the
Leader on the latest political
developments in his coun-
try. He added that under-
lying causes of the present
economic and political cri-
ses in Russia go back to
1991 when after in-
dependence Russia followed
patterns of other countries.

He said policy of pri-
vatization in Russia was not
aright policy, adding that it
led to increased discontent
and economic difficulties.

The Chairman of Rus
sian State Duma in an ad-
dress to the open session of
parliament here on Wednes-
day, expressed sympathy
with the families of the mur-
dered Iranian diplomats and
reporter in Afghanistan, and
caled for a quick end to the
conflicts in the war-torn
country.

“Russia and Iran have
close stands regarding the
devastated  country, and
Moscow favors a politically

Afghanistan, a broad-based
government observing the
interests of al racia and
ethnic groups in the coun-
try,” Seleznov said.

The Russian State
Duma calls on the belliger-
ent partiesto end their mil-
itary operations and relying
on help by the U.N. and
other organizations and
countries, to work for a
peaceful solution to the
conflict, Seleznov added.

Turning to Tehran-
Moscow ties, the Duma
charman said “the Duma
despite the foreign pres-
sures on Russia, supports
the Russian  cooperation
with Iran for peaceful use
of nuclear energy.”

Seleznov  noted that
both Iran and Russia are
committed to the Nuclear
Non-Proliferation  Treaty,
further expressing con-
fidence that Iranian open-
ness to inspections and its
broad cooperation with the
International Atomic En-
ergy Agency would remove
any doubts about its
peaceful nature of nuclear
program.

“Besides  appreciating
Iranian commitment to the
Nuclear Non-Proliferation
Treaty, Russia supports
Iran’s efforts to make a nu-
clear-free region of the
Middle East.”

On the legal regime of
the Caspian Sea, Seleznov
said “Russia proposes spe-
cia rights for each of the
littoral states for the use of
the subsea resources as well
as common use of the sea
itself based on common
rules concerning fishing
and the environment.”

Moscow at the same
time appreciates the under-
standing with Tehran re-
garding the compilation of

President Rakhmonov:

Tajikistan welcomes
promotion of economic
cooperation with [ran

TEHRAN - Tajik Pres-
ident Imomali Rakhmonov
in a meeting with Iranian
Ambassador to Dushanbe
Rasul Mousavi on Wednes-
day praised Iran’srolein res-
toration of peace in Tagjiki-
stan and called for
promotion of mutua ec-
onomic cooperation.

Rakhmonov said the
time is ripe for broadening
of bilateral  economic coop-
eration, IRNA reported from
Dushanbe.

He called for adoption of
practical measures to remove
obstacles on the way of pro-
moting mutual economic
cooperation. Tajikistan be-
lieves that Afghan crisis can-
not be solved militarily and
the global community should
act more seriously in order
to solve the crisis, which is
threatening regional security.

|ranian ambassador:

Mousavi said for his part
that lran welcomes expan-
sion of relations with Tajiki-
Stan.

Reiterating Iran’s sup-
port for Tajik peace process,
Mousavi ~ condoled Tajik
president and people on as-
sassination of one of mem-
bers of Tajik nationa rec-

onciliation commission
Atahon Latifi in centra Du-
shanbe on Tuesday.

Talking to reporters after
his meeting with Rakh-
monov, Mousavi said that
Dushanbe-Mashhad  flights
would resume from next
week.

He said that Iran and Du-
shanbe are soon to exchange
political and economic del-
egations with an aim to ar-
range the preliminary for
visit to Tehran of President
Rakhmonov.

Tehran-Baku future
Prospects ‘ promising’

TEHRAN - The Iranian
Ambassador to Azerbaijan
Ali Reza Bigdai discussed
with the Azeri president’'s
advisor for foreign affairs
Vafa Qolizadeh expansion of
bilateral ties, regional and in-
ternational issues in Baku
Tuesday.

Qolizadeh described the
Iranian  President Mo-
hammad Khatami’s speech
at the 53rd session of the
U.N. Generad Assembly, as
“comprehensive and en-
lightening.”

The advisor to the Azeri
president also said that Iran’s
recent diplomatic efforts will
lead to strengthening of Teh-
ran’'s position in the inter-
national arena and added,
“these efforts will help re-
lations in the Caucuses re-
gion and strengthen ties be-
tween Iran  and its
neighbors.”

Referring  to  bilatera

ties, Qolizadeh said that the
recent trip of the Iranian For-
eign Minister Kamal Khar-
razi to Baku was positive
and expressed the hope that
trips of this kind will further
expand Tehran-Baku re-
lations.

He further added that the
deputy Azeri prime minister
is scheduled to visit Tehran
to discuss issues of mutua
interest.

The Karabakh issue,
Caspian Sea lega regime,
the Caucasus and territorial
issues of Republic of Azer-
baijan are some of the topics
that will be reviewed and
discussed in Tehran, Qo-
lizadeh said.

Calling the future pros-
pects between the two coun-
tries as “promising”, the Ira-
nian ambassador also briefed
the Azeri official on future
plans for expansion of bi-
lateral ties.
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pian Sea, he added.

Terming Iran as an im-
portant partner for Russiain
the regional and inter-
nationd arena, Seleznov
said that there are unique
potential for expansion of
bilateral relations between
thetwo countries.

“If we accept trade and
economy as the driving
force for countries re-
lations, we will have to ad-
mit that Iran-Russia trade
and economic cooperation
far lag behind their political
diaog,” Seleznov said,
further calling for more ef-
forts to boost the two coun-
tries economic cooperation.

Condemning the recent
U.S. missile attack on Su-
dan and Afghanistan, Se-
leznov said “fighting terror-
ism through missile attacks
on independent states, can
itself be considered as ter-
rorism and also aggression,”
adding that the Duma un-
equivocally condemns such
illegal measures by the U.S.

Russia rejects the re-
sorting to force by some
countries or a group of
countries to resolve world
issues, and calls on the in-
ternational community to
follow suit in this regard,
Seleznov added.

The Duma speaker also
touched on the Russian ec-
onomic crisis, adding that
the crisisis the result of the
government losing all its
leverages over the econ-
omy. He however expressed
optimism that the new Rus-
sian government can lead
the country out of the crisis.

Also addressing the ses-
sion was Parliament Speak-
er Ali Akbar Nateq Nouri
who welcomed the Duma
speaker to the parliament
and expressed satisfaction
with the growing trend of

He specialy noted the
growth in the economic
cooperation between the two
countries over the past year.

“The Russian outlooks
towards the regional issues
specially those of the Middle
East are very close to those
of Iran,” Nateq Nouri said.

He further thanked Se-
leznov for his condemnation
of the murder of Iranian
diplomats and reporter by
the Taliban, adding that
Iran-Russia cooperation
helps peace and stability in
theregion.

Stating that Iran and
Russia have very close out-
looks towards the legal re-
gime of the Caspian Sea,
Nateq Nouri opined that any
existing differences can be
resolved through  nego-
tiations.

“We insist on a non-
military status for the Cas-
pian Sea and aso believe
that the littoral states should
arrive at a consensus on the
sea’s legal regime” Until
then, Nateq Nouri added, the
1921 and the 1940 agree-
ments should be respected.

The parliament speaker
expressed appreciation over
Seleznov’s stance regarding
the issue of terrorism, spe-
cialy state sponsored terror-
ism, adding “the U.S. meas-
ure to launch missile attacks
on Afghanistan and Sudan,
and also the Zionist regime’'s
measures in the occupied
territories constitute a form
of state sponsored terror-
ism.”

In conclusion, Nateq
Nouri stressed that the re-
gion can experience lasting
peace only if the regiona is-
sues are resolved by the
countries of the region them-
selves free from any inter-
ferences by foreign coun-
tries.

lations with Irag were “progressing well,” international Arab
daily “Asharq a-Awsat” Wednesday reported, quoted by
IRNA from Athens. The Iranian official said that Iran and Iraq
have made big strides in exchange of POWs lately, noting that
Iran has released 5,500 Iragi POWSs and in exchange Iraq has

set free 380 Iranian POWS.

adopted a strategy to develop relations with the Arab coun-
tries and hoped that the Arab states would reciprocate.

Sadr met a number of Yemeni officials and is expected to
meet Yemeni President Ali Abdullah Saleh and hand him a
message from the Iranian leadership linked with the crisis be-

tween Iran and Taliban militia

President briefs cabinet on U.N. visit

Iran has new words to express to world

TEHRAN - Iranian Pres-
ident Mohammad Khatami
in Wednesday session of the
cabinet briefed the Iranian
ministers on his recent visit
to the United Nations head-
quarters.

The president called his
talks with Iranians living
abroad the best part of his
visit. He said the govern-
ment should not limit  itself
to making use of lranians
within the country’s boun-
daries, adding that al Ira
nians around the world wish
to upgrade their country’s
status and they have every
right to contribute to re-
dization of the country’s
projects and aspirations,
IRNA reported.

Khatami said the inter-
national atmosphere is suit-
able for enhancement of Is-
lamic Revolution’s goals and
hoped that the cooperation
and endeavours of all dev-
otees and committed Iranian
people would be pooled in
this regard.

Later on Wednesday,
President Khatami said that
Iran is a system based on
logic and principles and has
new words to express to the
world, especialy to the
world of Islam.

President Khatami called
outcome of his visit to New
York as  “fruitful” and said
that his meeting with Ira-
nians residing in New York

Kerman, aland rich in tourist attractions

KERMAN - Kerman Province in south of Iran is famous for its outstanding historical sites
which attract alarge number of local and foreign tourists every year.

The building housing the tomb of Shah Nematollah Vali in the town of Mahan is among
these attractions, IRNA reported. This famous historical monument which is a symbol of rich
Iranian architecture, was first built as a single rectangular establishment with a high dome
within an expanded garden which was completed when more establishments were added to it
later. The establishments, built in first half of the 9th century hejira, aso include yards and
building which all occupy an area of 600 sq. meters. Seyed, or Shah Nematollah Vali was a
great poet of the Timurids dynasty and an outstanding mystic figure. According to historical
documents, the first person who ordered construction of a splendid tomb and arch over Shah
Nematollah Vali's grave was Ahmad Shah Bahmani, an Indian ruler and an ardent supporter
of the great mystic. The main doors which are said to have been made in india are five pairs
with geometric designs of inlaid works decorated with ivory. The two 38.5-meter minarets fur-
ther add to the grandeur of the building. In the 1981 earthquake, parts of the dome collapsed
while other parts were damaged, therefore, the dome was rehabilitated by Kerman cultural
heritage department. Among the precious collections of the tomb is a needle work, patteh,
(405cm long and 265 cm wide) which has been completed by some 12 women in a period of
three years to be spread over the grave stone. Shah Nematollah Vali was born in Kooh-Banan
region in Kerman Provincein 730 hejira

Interior minister:

Various views within framework of law
help promote society

has been a“historical event.”

The president expressed
satisfaction ~ with  con-
vergence of opinions at the
U.N. on the need to establish
afair peace in the world.

He said the world is get-
ting away from mono-
polarity and that's why Iran
is seeking abrogation of the
veto right in the U.N. Secur-
ity Council.

Khatami said that Af-
ghanistan had been among
issues raised at the 53rd an-
nual session of the U.N.
General Assembly.

Nearly all countries held
unanimous views on Af-
ghanistan and on the same
basis and following efforts
made by the Iranian delega-
tion, the U.N. has agreed to
send a delegation to Bamian
to probe the crimes com-
mitted by Taliban there, he
added.

The president said the
Iranian delegation also took
up the martyrdom of Iranian
diplomats and journalist dur-
ing the session.

Tehran does not wel-
come war and hopes to see
Afghan issue settled through
peaceful means, he added.

President Khatami re-
iterated that Iran reserves the
right to defend itself.

Khatami was the third
Iranian president to attend
the U.N. General Assembly
meet since the triumph of the
1979 Islamic Revolution.

President Khatami
wound up his visit to New
York where he attended the
53rd session of the U.N.
General Assembly and re-
turned to Tehran Wednesday

Qil firmsto
hold world
summit on
low crude

prices

TEHRAN - Oil com-
panies have findly re-
sponded to the slump in
crude prices by arranging
to hold a world summit to
discuss the collapse and
the growing globa ec-
onomic uncertainty.

According to the Fi-
nancial Times Wednesday,
heads of some 20 top firms
are due to meet next week
in Europe in what is
thought to be the first in-
formal gathering of its kind
on the future of the oil in-
dustry, IRNA
from London.

Companies expected to
attend number some of the
biggest publicly quoted
Western oil majors, in-
cluding Anglo-Dutch Shell,
British  Petroleum, Chev-
ron of the U.S.,, EIf Aqui-
taine and Total of France
and Italy’ s Eni.

Several of the largest
state oil groups, such as
Saudi Aramco, Statoil of
Norway and Russia's Gaz-
prom also plan to take part.
The Financial Times said
that several leading in-
dependents, including Las-
mo of the UK and South
Africa’'s Sasol, will aso
participate.

The summit comes as
four of OPEC's influential
members, Iran, Kuwait,

reported

KARAJ - Interior Minister Abdolvahed
Mousavi Lari said on Wednesday that ex-
pressing different views and interests within
the framework of law leads to promotion and
elevation of society.

Addressing the administrative council of
Karg, the minister said that any move based
on personal tastes which might disturb social
order is not acceptable, IRNA reported.

Lari, said however, enjoining good and
prohibiting evil should be carried out within
the framework of law and regulations, the
minister said.

Any move aimed at introducing a special
view beyond the country’s laws is considered

a“treason”, said the minister.

Only those regulations which have roots
in Islamic Shariat (law) can create unity
among different outlooks, interests and views,
the minister said.

Having different ideas, thoughts and views
which have roots in Islamic laws will not
create any tensionsin the society, he said.

To promote respect for law at home and
remove tension abroad are considered as two
major pillars of the foreign policy of President
Khatami’s government, he said, adding that
“we should follow up such apolicy in our for-
eign relations to add to our friends while re-
ducing the number of our enemies,” he said.

Algeria and the United
Arab Emirates, along with
Oman, were mesting in Ku-
wait Wednesday to review
measures to boost ail pric-
es, which for most of this
year have hit 10-year lows.
It follows oil com-
panies reporting heavy falls
in profits and is seen un-
derlining how the concern
isforcing major firmsto re-
think  the strategy and
structure of their industry.

morning.

During his 4-day stay in
New York, the president de-
livered a historic speech at
the U.N. and held talks with
heads of state and senior of-
ficials from various coun-
tries. Khatami also taked
with Iranians residing in the
U.S. and Canada.

President Khatami was
greeted a Tehran's Meh-
rabad International Airport
by First Vice-President Has-

san Habibi, head of Leader’'s
office, Mohammad Mo-
hammadi Golpayegani and a
group of vice-presidents,
ministers and parliament
deputies. Khatami is Iran’s
third president, after martyr-
dom of Mohammad Ali Ra-
jaie and Leader of the Islam-
ic Revolution, Ayatollah Ali
Khamenei, to address the
General Assembly since cul-
mination of the Islamic Rev-
olution in 1979.

Dutch delegations
to vigit Iranto review
grounds for investment

TEHRAN - The Dutch
Agriculture Minister Tjibe
Joastra called here Tuesday
for strengthening and ex-
panding economic ties with
Iran.

Speaking to IRNA, here-
ferred to the imminent trip of
a Dutch agricultural delega-
tion to Iran and said that sev-
eral other teams will also ac-
company this delegation to
Iran.

Joastra said that many
Dutch industry  repre-
sentatives will be visiting
Iran for the first time, add-
ing, “while their aimisto be-
come better acquainted with
the Iranian society, they also
plan to review feasibility of
investment in Iran.”

The Dutch agriculture
minister added that in addi-
tion to representatives from
flower industry, those from
various industrial  sectors
will aso accompany the del-
egation in the trip to Tehran
to conduct research on mar-
keting their productsin Iran.

Referring to his Iranian
counterpart Issa Kaantari's
visit to the Netherlands last
year, Joastra said that both
sides are keen on expanding
relations. Pointing to his trip
to Iran two years ago, Joastra
said, “I visited Iran aong a
Dutch delegation two years
ago and in addition to re-
viewing grounds for coop-
eration, attended two semi-
nars.”

Russian foreign minister:

Expansion of Iran ties,
Russia’s strategic policy

TEHRAN - Russian Foreign Minister Igor Ivanov said
his country favors boosting cooperation with Iran.

He made the remark in a meeting with his Iranian counter-
part Kama Kharrazi Tuesday on the sidelines of 53rd ses-
sion of the U.N. General Assembly, IRNA reported from New

York.

Kharrazi stressed regiona cooperation and said Iran and
Russia should encourage rival sides in Tgjikistan to carry out

terms of the peace agreement.

Referring to inhuman practices of Taliban in Afghanistan,
the Iranian foreign minister emphasized the need to employ
all means to stop genocide and massacre by Taliban, to free
al Iranian captives in Afghanistan, to return bodies of Ira-
nians martyred in Afghanistan to Iran and to arrest and bring
to justice those responsible for the death of Iranian diplomats
and IRNA bureau chief in Mazar-i Sharif.

He also voiced Iran’s readiness to cooperate with Russia
on various international issues including anti-drugs campaign

and terrorism.

Ivonov said Moscow was concerned over Taliban meas-
ures and expressed his deep sorrow over the killing of Iranians

by the militia group.

He said expansion of relations with Iran is the strategic
policy of Russia and the new Russian government will vigor-

ously follow this policy.

The two sides also exchanged views on scientific, oil and
economic cooperation as well as the development in Caucasia

and the Caspian Seaissue.
UNFPA chief:

Iran successful in family planning

TEHRAN - Iranian Deputy Health Minister Ali Akbar Say-
ari met with the Executive Director of the United Nations Pop-
ulation Fund (UNFPA), Nafis Sadik, here Tuesday.

Sayari is here to attend the 4th joint conference of Econom-
ic Cooperation Organization (ECO) and UNFPA.

He briefed Sadik on Iran’s family planning programs and
expressed his ministry’s readiness to transfer its successful ex-
periences in the area to other countries specially the ECO mem-
bers. Sadik said that Iran has been successful in its family plan-
ning programs and thanked the Iranian delegation for its active
participation in the conference. The four-day conference which
focuses on role of men in family planning programs, opened in
Baku on September 20. Tagjikistan, Turkmenistan, Iran, Azer-
baijan, Pakistan, Turkey, Uzbekistan, Khazakhstan, and Kyr-
gyzstan are participating in the conference.
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