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Iran, Poland to upgrade

economic ties

TEHRAN - Iran and Poland will review prospects of bilateral economic, | N

trade and industrial cooperation in the 7th meeting of the joint economic

commission, opened here Sunday.

Iranian Commerce Minister Mohammad Shariatmadari and his Polish
counterpart Anusz Steinhoff will explore avenues for boosting industrial and
financia cooperation in such areas as light and heavy industries, foodstuffs,
oil and petrochemicals, road and railway transportation, shipping and aircraft
industries and banking services. Iran and Poland exchanged over Dlrs 92 mil-
lion worth of goods last year of which DIrs 44 million belonged to Iran.

TEHRAN - The foreign
minister of Iran and the for-
eign secretary of the United
Kingdom issued separate
statements in New York
Saturday in which they said
they have identified a num-
ber of ways to develop polit-
ical and practical coop-
eration.

The dstatements were
read by the two ministers
after their meeting held at
the U.N. headquarters on
the sidelines of the U.N.
General Assembly meeting,
IRNA reported from New
York.

“Dr. Kharrazi and | had
positive discussions about a
range of international and bi-
lateral issues of mutual inter-
est and concern,” said Robin
Cook.

He added: “on Af-
ghanistan and Iraqg, in par-
ticular, we found a lot of
common ground. | passed on
my condolences about the
recent murder of lranian
diplomats and ajournalist by
the Taliban and reiterated
my government’'s strong
condemnation of this out-
rage. We both agreed on ne-
gotiated settlement under
U.N./OIC auspices. We aso

agreed on the need to com-
bat terrorism. | repeated our
condemnation of recent ter-
rorist incidents inside Iran
by the Mujahedin-e Khalq
Organization.

“On the bilateral side we
agreed to intensify the di-
alog between our two coun-
tries and to explore further
ways of developing practical
cooperation, for example in
combating drugs trafficking
and in the provision or hu-
manitarian assistance to ref-
ugees, and area in which
Iran has borne a huge bur-
den for many years.

“During our meeting, we
discussed the case of Salman
Rushdie, which has long
been a source of difference
between us. | explained that
Her Magjesty's government
recognized the fundamental
role of Islam in Iranian life
and understood and re-
gretted the offence that the
book The Satanic Verses has
caused to Muslims in Iran
and elsewhere in the world.

“1 confirmed that neither
we nor any of our EU part-
ners condoned the content of
Salman Rushdi€'s book, but
believed in an individud’s
right to express his views
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Tenran, London agreeto resumefull diplomatic ties

freely in line with our belief
in the right to freedom of ex-
pression, as enshrined in in-
ternational law and the uni-
versal declaration of human
rights.

“Dr. kharrazi and |
agreed on the importance of
the Islamic and Western
worlds working together to
prevent a ‘clash of civiliza-
tion’.

“During our discussion,
| referred to various state-
ments which some senior
Iranian officials have pre-
viously made to the media,
according to which the Is-
lamic Republic of Iran not
send anyone to threaten the
life of Salman Rushdie. | am
delighted to say that his ex-
cellency Dr. Kharrazi has
clarified the lranian govern-
ment’s position on this and
on the bounty on the life of
the author of The Satanic
Verses. These assurances
should make possible a
much more constructive re-
lationship between the UK,
and | believe the EU, with
Iran, and the opening of a
new chapter in our relations.
Dr. Kharrazi and | have, ac-
cordingly, agreed that we
should upgrade the level of

| ran expresses concern over recent
developmentsin Taikistan

TEHRAN - Iran is con-
cerned about recent develop-
mentsin Tgjikistan, said For-
eign  Ministry spokesman
Mahmoud Mohammadi here
on Saturday.

Mohammadi said that as
before, Tehran callsfor time-
ly and full implementation of
the inter-Tajik peace ac-
cords, considering it the
main prerequisite for restora-
tion of a durable stability in
Tajikistan, IRNA reported.

Tajik opposition union in

protest at assassination of
one of is representatives to
the Nationa Reconciliation
Commission, lack of safety
for members of the union
and slow pace of peace
agreements implementation,
has halted activities of its
representatives to the Tajik
government and to the Na
tional Reconciliation Com-
mission.

Mohammadi said that
considering its age-old and
deep commonalities with

|AEA satisfied with
Iran’ s cooperation

TEHRAN - Secretary
General of International
Atomic Energy Agency
(IAEA) Mohammad El-

baradel and the head of the
Atomic Energy Organization
of Iran (AEOI) Gholamreza

Turkmen
gas exports
to Iran
t0 Increase

TEHRAN - Turkmeni-
stan’s natural gas exports to
Iran may rise to 10 hillion
cubic metres (bcm) a year
early next century, from 2
becm currently, according to
a report from Petrodata Off-
shore Market Intelligence,
quoted by IRNA.

Quoting an official from
the Turkmen Oil and Gas
Ministry, it said that the cur-
rent flow of around 4 mil-
lion cubic meters a day of
natural gas was expected to
rise threefold during peak
consumption time in the
winter.

Gas has been supplied
through a DlIrs 190 million
pipeline from the Korpezhe
field in western Turkmeni-
stan to the Iranian town of
Kord Koy since last De-
cember.

The pipeline, which is
currently  Turkmenistan's
only export outlet since all
Russian routes were stopped
last year after a dis
agreement over payments,
was 80 percent financed by
Iran.

Aberdeen-based Pe-
trodata said that the pipeline
has an installed capacity of
25 million cubic metres per
day. The price paid for the
Turkmen gas by Iran was
said to be 40 dollars per
1,000 cubic metres.

Agazadeh exchanged views
on the bilateral cooperation
and peaceful use of atomic
energy.

At the meeting which
was held on the sidelines of
the 42nd IAEA general an-
nual meeting in Vienna, El-
baradei expressed satis
factory over Iran's
cooperation with the agency
aimed at promoting the ob-
jectives of the internationa
organization.

Agazadeh said on his
part that Iran is for in-
creasing the numbers of joint
technical projects between
the two organizations. He
added that Iran through its
technical abilities is able to
play a pivotal role in help-
ing IAEA implement its re-
gional projects.

Some 105 repre-
sentatives from the member
countries took part in the
meeting.

Tajikistan, Iran, as one of the
guarantors of  the Tagjik
peace agreement, is con-
cerned about recent eventsin
the republic.

Iran’s Foreign Ministry
cals on Tajik parties to ex-
ercise  sdf-restraint  and
abide by their duties re-
garding the peace agree-
ment, Mohammadi said.

our diplomatic relations to
ambassadorial level.”

The Iranian foreign min-
ister said in his statement: “I
too found my discussion
with the foreign secretary
very positive and we have
identified a number of ways
in which we can develop po-
liticl and practical coop-
eration.

He added, “we also iden-
tified a number regional and

international issues on
which we would like to in-
tensify our politica dis
cussions.”

Iran’s foreign minister
further highlighted, “1 con-
gratulated Mr. cook on the
success of the peace process
in  Northern Ireland and
passed on my government’s
condolences about the recent
Omagh bombing, re-
affirming the government of
the Islamic Republic of
Iran’s strong condemnation
of terrorismin all itsforms.”

“We both agreed on the
importance of basing our re-
lations on the principle of
non-interference in each oth-
er's internal affairs, said
Kharrazi.

“I told Mr Cook that the
government of the Islamic
Republic of Iran remains
firmly of the belief that the
prevention of insults to re-
ligious values and beliefs
will greatly contribute to
mutual understanding and
confidence between the Is-
lamic world and Europe,”
deduced Kharrazi.

“Senior Iranian officials
have previously made clear
our position on this issue. |
reaffirmed that position. The
government of the Islamic
Republic of Iran has no in-
tention, nor is it going to
take any action whatsoever
to threaten the life of the au-
thor of ‘The Satanic Verses
or anybody associated with

Japanese ambassador :

Tokyo welcomes
promotion of ties
with Tehran

TEHRAN - Japan's Ambassador to Tehran Takaya
Suto here Saturday told deputy chairman of the foreign
commission of Iran’s Islamic Consultative Assembly
(parliament) Mohammad Javad Larijani that his gov-
ernment is keen to broaden relations with Iran.

He also said that a delegation of Japan's foreign policy
commission would shortly visit Tehran in an effort to
further parliamentary relations between the two coun-

tries, IRNA reported.

The Iranian official referred to the regiona situa
tion and especialy to the situation in neighboring Af-
ghanistan saying that the Taliban in Afghanistan are a
great threat to regional peace and security. He added
that their killing of Iranian diplomats and IRNA’s re-
porter in Mazar-i-Sharif last month was an outrageous
violation of al international conventions.

He said the Taliban have turned the Afghan ter-
ritory into a center for producing narcotics threatening
regional and international peace and security.

Larijani also observed that the British government
had eventually agreed to Iran’s position in relation to
demand that the U.N. dispatch a delegation to Af-
ghanistan for investigation into the issue.

The ambassador of Japan hoped that the crisis
would be solved with the involvement of the United

Nations.

Ranking UNDCP mission
to visit Iran

TEHRAN - A ranking
U.N. Drug Control Pro-
gram (UNDCP) delegation
is arrive to get the latest in-
formation on Iran's at-
tempts to campaign against
smuggling narcotics from
Afghanistan to Europe and
to coordinate promotion of
UNDCP-Iran cooperation.

U.N. Spokesman in
Vienna Sandro Tucci, told
IRNA that the delegation
will be led by Vice-Speaker
of the European Parlia-
ment, Renzo Imbeni, and
comprise high-ranking dip-
lomats from Germany,
Belgium and experts from
Spain, Britain and France.

Tucci said the visit
comes after two trips to
Iran of U.N. Under-
secretary  General  and
UNDCP Executive Di-
rector, Pino Arlacchi.

The visit is aimed at
finding effective ways to
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check drug smuggling
from Afghanistan and be-
come further familiar with
Iran’s national plan on
campaign against narcot-
ics, he added.

Tucci pointed out that
Iran has made great ef-
forts to fight trafficking of
illicit drugs and prevent
their smuggling from Af-
ghanistan to Western mar-
kets.

He said that a great
number of Iranian law en-
forcement forces have
been deployed for this
purpose and the huge ex-
penses of the operations
come from Iran’s national
budget.

He added that the Tal-
iban control 96 percent of
the areas where narcotics
are produced and that Ar-
lacchi had earlier called
on the militia group to
take immediate steps to
prevent production of
narcotics.

Arlacchi had also an-
nounced that if Taliban
fails to take serious meas-

ures in this respect, the
U.N. in cooperation with
Afghanistan’s neighboring
countries will set up a se-
curity buffer around Af-
ghanistan to prevent transit
of narcotics from the coun-
try to other parts of the
world.

Iran’s permanent repre-
sentative with international
organizations in Vienna,
Mohammad Reza Amirk-
hizi, also told IRNA that
the team is also scheduled
to visit eastern borders of
the country where Iranian
law-enforcement forces are
deployed to guarantee se-
curity of the region and
particularly prevent smug-
gling of narcotics from Af-
ghanistan via Iran.

President Mohammad
Khatami, in his address to
the 53rd session of the
U.N. General Assembly in
New York last week, said
Iran is alone shouldering
the expenses and harm sus-
tained from the campaign
aimed to prevent transfer of
narcotics to Europe.

his work, nor will it encour-
age or assist anybody to do
S0.

“Accordingly the gov-
ernment disassociates itself
from any reward which has
been offered in this regard
and does not support it.

“Like Mr Cook, | hope
that we can now pursue a
new, more constructive re-
lationship between the Is
lamic Republic of Iran, the
UK and the EU. We have,
therefore, agreed that we are
now able to upgrade our re-
lations to ambassadorial lev-
d ”

In another development,
UK Foreign Office Minister
Derek Fatchett said Friday
that the agreement reached
in New York between Brit-
ain and Iran to resume full
diplomatic relations was a
“good deal for both of us.”

The two sides “achieved
shared and common ob-
jectivesthat is the nature of a
good deal,” he said. “We
don’t want triumphalism, we
want realism and a sensible
relationship ~ further  for-

ward,” he said.

Fatchett was speaking in
an interview with IRNA fol-
lowing Iran and Britain
agreeing to upgrade relations
to ambassadorial level.

The Foreign Office min-
ister said that there were “so
many items’ that lran and
Britain needed to discuss to-
gether through new regular
contacts. Among them, he
made specific reference to
the crisisin Afghanistan.

The British government,
he said, does “not see a Tal-
iban-dominated inlaid gov-
ernment as a solution to the
problem.”

He reveded that he was
planning to visit Tehran
within the weeks for what
would be the first official
visit by a British minister in
20 years. The resumption in
relations came to late for a

minister to attend next
month’s Tehran International
Trade Fair.

Fatchett also said there
would be announcements
“shortly” about the appoint-
ment of ambassadors.

Two Iranian fiims to be screened
at Hamburg film festival

TEHRAN - 100 films of world directors, including two from Iran, will be
screened at the Hamburg film festival.

‘Dance of Dust’ directed by Abolfazl Jalili and ‘Nanny Leili and Her
Children’ directed by Kambozia Partovi are the two Iranian films to be
screened at the festival.

Film directors and producers from various countries are attending the fes-
tival in which the Islamic Republic of Iran has been termed as “the country
of film” by those in charge of holding the festival.

[ran, Russ a
concemn terrorism

Injoint statement

TEHRAN - Iran and Russia on Saturday issued a
joint statement in the wake of an earlier meeting be-
tween Iran’s Foreign Minister Kama Kharrazi and his
Russian counterpart Igro Ivanof.

The statement says that both countries are de-
termined to combat terrorism which is a global prob-

lem. It also says that both countries agree that no one
terrorist should be alowed to use the territory of any
state for terrorist operations against any other state,
IRNA reported from New Y ork.

Iran and Russia have also said that al states should
refrain from prejudgments and accusations undermining

international solidarity in

the fight against terrorism

which requires cooperation and consolidated action by

al states.

The statement concludes by saying; “we are de-
termined to strengthen the international legal basis of
the fight against terrorism through effective universa
cooperation. We underline the importance of the 1998
convention for the suppression of terrorist bombings and
conclusion of a convention for the suppression of acts
of nuclear terrorism. We will endeavor to become party
to existing universal anti-terrorism conventions at the
earliest possible time and call upon all others to do like-

wise.”

President addresses military parade

TEHRAN - President
Mohammad Khatami here
Friday saying that de-
fending the prestige, na-
tional interest, values of the
Islamic Revolution and dig-
nity of the nation is the le-
gitimate right of the armed
forces of the Islamic Re-
public of Iran, added that
“we are fully determined to
use all means to attain our
objectives.”

Addressing thousands
of high ranking command-
ers and armed forces of the
country at Tehran’s Azadi
square here Friday morning
on the occasion of the Sa-
cred Defense Week, Pres-
ident Khatami referred to
the detente and convergent
policy of the Islamic Re-
public of Iran and said that
the Iran’s unshakeable
armed forces are backing
this policy, IRNA reported.

Saying that the military
presence of the foreign
powers creates insecurity
and tension in the region,
Khatami underlined “we

make endeavors to foil and
remove any kind of tension
and threat in the region and
confront all those who want
to create tension in the re-
gion through our diplomatic
efforts particularly at the in-
ternational forums.

The president added that
the armed forces should pre-
serve their readiness to use
their legitimate right of
fighting any certain factor
behind regional tension in
case the diplomatic ways
bore no result.

Referring to the critical
situation in Afghanistan, the
president said that today, a
stubborn, cruel and illogic
group has cropped up in Af-
ghanistan trying to create
tension and unrest in the re-
gion. Khatami then spec-
ified that the Islamic Re-
public of Iran through its
logical and rational policy
at the international forums
could successfully isolate
the extremist racial and eth-
nic cleanser group.

He also expressed hope

that the Islamic Republic of
Iran by pursuing its rational
policies will be able to give
a complete end to the re-
bellious group in Af-
ghanistan in order to bring
tranquility to the region
“without the use of our mil-
itaay force and ca-
pabilities.”

Khatami said that after
the Vietnamese war which
took over 11 years, the Ira-
nian eight-year sacred de-
fense was the longest war
throughout the history dur-
ing which the Iranian na-
tion by relying on their
faith and under the unique
leadership of the father of
Islamic  Revolution and
founder of Islamic Republic
of Iran Imam Khomeini
bravely resisted the fully
equipped army of the re-
gion which also had back-
ing by the global powers.

After President Kha
tami's speech different
units of the armed forces
paraded before the Holy
Quran and in the presence

13 can beneft form Swisstechnology

TEHRAN - The Swiss
Deputy Foreign Trade Min-
ister, Franz Blankart, under-
lining importance of Iranian
markets for his country, said
that Iran can consider Swit-
zerland as a reliable trade
partner and thus benefit from
its modern technol ogy.

Speaking at the con-
cluding sesson of Iran-
Switzerland first trade semi-
nar on Thursday, he said that
last year volume of bilateral
trade was over 415 million
Swiss francs, out of which
310 million was worth of
Switzerland's exports to Iran
and the remaining its imports
from Iran, IRNA reported
from Bonn.

The two-day seminar was
opened at the Organization
of Swiss Economic Coop-
eration (OSEC) in Zurich on
Wednesday .

The Iranian delegation to
the talks was led by Deputy
Economy and Finance Min-
ister Mehdi Navab.

The seminar aimed to ex-
plore grounds for upgrading
bilateral economic and trade
cooperation and  enable
Swiss companies to get first
hand information on in-
vestment  opportunities in
Iran as wdl as imple-
mentation of joint ventures
in Central Asian countries.

Blankart termed the
agreement on promotion of
mutual investment by the
two countries, signed in Teh-
ran last March, as a turning
point in preparing the
grounds for further pro-
motion of bilateral economic
relations.

He said that the agree-
ment paved the way for
stronger presence of Swiss
companiesin Iran, transfer of
investment and technology to
Iran and implementation of
joint projects with Iranian
partners.

Navab for his turn out-
lined economic develop-

mentsin Iran in the course of
the first and second five-year
development plans.
Meanwhile, director gen-
era of foreign investments
department of the In-

vestment and Economic-
Technical Cooperation Or-
ganization of Iran, Ahmad
Mortazavi, said that the
agreement paved the way for
further expansion of ec-
onomic ties and encour-
agement of investment be-
tween the nationals and

financial institutes of the two
countries.

He said that the agree-
ment is a sign of firm de-
termination of the two coun-
tries to encourage and
support investments in pro-
duction and development
sectorsin the long run.

Representative of over
80 Swiss companies, banks
and financia ingtitutes as
well as 20 Iranian firms from
both public and private sec-
torstook part in the seminar.

'an to give decisive response to any threat

of the president to display
their readiness and abilities
for safeguarding the coun-
try’s territorial integrity and
confronting any threat and
tension in the region.

In another develop-
ment, Defense Minister
Rear Admiral Ali Shamk-
hani told reporters here Sat-
urday that Iran will not pose
any threat or embarks on
first strike but it will tough-
ly respond to any threat.

He said Iran, due to dip-
lomatic principles, has so
far practiced self-restraint.

On crisis in Af-
ghanistan, he said that Af-
ghanistan’s threat will not
sting Iran first but it rather
is against Afghanistan's
northern neighbors in-
cluding China and Pakistan.
Iran is worried about con-
tinuation of Muslims carn-
age in Afghanistan and then
about the cultivation and ex-
port of narcotic drugs.
Iran’s defense minister also
denied presence of lranian
officers in the test fire of a
missile by North Korea last
month and rejected any link
between Iran and North Ko-
rea in each other's missile
capabilities.

Asked if lran will use
Shahab-3 missile to hit Af-
ghanistan, Shamkhani said
that Afghanistan “is no
where for us to apply the
missile there.”

Touching on the Iranian
island of Abu-Musa, he
said that the island is “the
main index for preservation
of the country’s national in-
terests’ and that the mis-
understanding between Iran
and the United Arab Emi-
rates should be solved
through  mutual  nego-
tiations.

/3 countriesto take part in
Tehran Intl. Trade Fair

TEHRAN - 1,430
companies from lran and
504 others from 73 coun-
tries are to take part in
the 24th Tehran Inter-
national Trade Fair,
which is to be held here
from October 1-9.

Talking to reporters,
deputy head of the Export
Promotion Center of Iran
(EPCI)  Hossein  Es-
fahbodi said here on Sat-
urday that participation
of foreign countries in
this year's fair showed an
increase of 17.5 percent
compared to the previous
years.

Some 39 percent of
the participating com-
panies are from Europe,
11 percent from Africa,
40.5 percent from Asia
and eight percent from
North and Central Amer-
ica, said Esfahbodi.

A major portion of the
fair ground is to be oc-
cupied by Germany, Ja-
pan, ltaly, Austria, Tur-
key, Britain, Spain, Saudi
Arabia, France and Tai-
wan, he said.

He added that 32,000

square meters of roofed
areas and 5,000 square
meters of open areas of
the fair ground would be
occupied by foreign com-
panies while 61,745
square meters of roofed
areas and 50,000 square
meters of open areas are
devoted to domestic com-
panies.

Senior delegations
from Turkmenistan, Zim-
babwe, Congo, Uganda,
Iraq, Poland, Belarussia,
Greece, Italy, Bahrain, Fin-
land, Yugoslavia, Ireland,

the Netherlands and Spain
are to attend the fair, said
Esfahbodi, adding that the
Netherlands, Japan, Ger-
many, Spain and Italy are
to celebrate their national
days at the fair.

Sengal, Saudi Arabia,
Lithuania, Tunisia, Mali,
Sierra Leone and Guinea
are to be represented at the
fair for the first time, he
continued.

Macedonia and Geor-
gia are aso to be repre-
sented at the fair, he con-
cluded.
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