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M Ps approve first
non-governmental bank

TEHRAN - The parliament here on Sunday approved the general out- | N

lines of the plan to authorize the establishment of cooperatives bank.

If the plan passes through the second round of parliament debates, the
government would receive authorization to prepare the grounds for establish-
ment of non-governmental cooperatives bank by firms, unions and coop-

eratives.

According to the plan, the private sector can hold up to 49 percent of the
bank’s total shares, thus leaving the cooperatives with the controlling share

of at least 51 percent in the bank.

Leader addresses families of martyrs:

Religion saves

a hation from
ItS enemies

TEHRAN - The Leader
of the Isamic Revolution,
Ayatollah Ali  Khamene,
here on Sunday termed mar-
tyrs and their families as
“the bright lights of history
and the Islamic system,”
adding “based on religious
principles, there is no value
loftier for a human being
than to willfully sacrifice his
life and existence for sub-
lime divine ideals.”

Addressing an audience
of families of the martyrs of
the armed forces and the
construction jihad corps, the
Leader further highlighted
the impact of martyrdom on
the progress of nations, and
stated “any nation which
learns the art of martyrdom
is forever proud, not ever be-
ing overcome by any power.

“This is because any na-
tion which can bring its
youth, men and women to
come to terms with dying in
the path of God, will never
be affected by threats, seduc-
tions, propaganda and mil-
itary campaigns by the en-
emies, and thus will never
submit to the powerful,”
IRNA reported.

Stating that the martyrs
are responsible for the Ira-
nian nation’s resistance to
pressures by the world ar-
rogance, Ayatollah Kha
menei added “the arrogance
has failed and will fail in all
its assaults on the Islamic
Iran.

“Various plots of satanic
powers including economic
sanctions, propaganda cam-

INSC secretary:

paigns, baseless accusations,
efforts to create discord in
the nation and encroachment
on people's faith would be
frustrated and this is all
owed to the blood of mar-
tyrs.”

The Leader further re-
ferred to those attached to
materia attractions of life as
the source of adversity for
nations and governments,
adding “it’s religion that se-
cures the life and afterlife of
the people, and saves a na-
tion from its enemies.”
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Mohammadi:

Promation of

TEHRAN - The spokes-
man for Iran’s Foreign Min-
istry here on Sunday said
“elevation of diplomatic re-
lations between the Islamic
Republic of Iran and the UK
should be assessed in the
context of the world de-
velopments and the emerg-
ing understanding about the
redities of the Ilamic Re-
public of Iran.”

Mahmoud Mohammadi
made the remark in response
to a question raised by
IRNA on the incorrect re-
flections in certain foreign
media on lran-Britain re-
lations.

“This is while the ir-
revocability of the late Imam
Khomeini’'s fatwa is a fact,
and our foreign minister re-
iterated, in his statement fol-
lowing his meeting with his

mote tourism cooperation.

languages.

Greece, Iran agreeto Sign
tourism cooperation protocol

TEHRAN - The director of the international relations
department of Iran’s Tourism Organization (ITO), Mor-
teza Tale, and his Greek counterpart Athanasios Za-
choroglou underlined the necessity of signing a tourism
protocol agreement between Athens and Tehran to pro-

In ameeting in Athens, the director of internationa re-
lations of the Greek Tourism Organization (EOT), said
Iran with its many archaeological sites and ancient culture
and history could take a central place in world tourism,
IRNA reported from Athens.

Zacharoglou stressed that in order to promote tourism
in lran, Tehran must facilitate issuing of visas to foreign
tourists, and publish tourism literature on Iran in different

On his part, Tale expressed the ITO's readiness to sign
abilateral protocol with the Greek side to promote tourism
between the two countries and with other nations.

He pointed out that Iran is a bridge between Central
Asia and the Middle East and occupies a central geo-
graphic and geo-political position.

Tale said cooperation in the tourism sector will con-
tribute to world peace among peoples.

|nvestment in Caspian Searequires
unanimous legal regime

TEHRAN - Secretary of
Supreme National Security
Council (SNSC) Hassan Ro-
whani said on Sunday the
foreign companies making
investments in the Caspian
Sea should know that their
investments lack security un-
til final approval of the legal
regime by the littoral states.

In a meeting with Rus-
sian Ambassador to Iran,
Konstantin Shuvalev, Ro-
whani said, “the Isamic Re-
public of Iran is willing to
fairly divide the Caspian
Sea with a consensus among
all neighboring states,”
IRNA reported. Iran opposes
interference of foreign coun-
tries in the Caspian Sea and
insists on protection of en-
vironment and non-military
nature of the Caspian Sea,

Rowhani said.

He said drawing up of
the legal regime for the Cas-
pian Sea by the littoral states
is an area of cooperation be-
tween Iran and Russia which
serves the peace and security
of the region.

On sdituation in Af-
ghanistan, Rowhani said the
current Afghan crisis has
posed threat to regiona sta-
bility and increased drug
trafficking in the world.

He said the United Na
tions Security Council is re-
quired to take decisive meas-
ures to deal with Taiban
crimes and their negligence
towards the international law
and human rights.

Rowhani said setting up
a broad-based government
with participation of all Af-

[ranians recaive awards
of prestigious IBBY

TEHRAN - Three Iranians specializing in books for the
young received honorary diplomas of the sixth international
congress ‘ book for young people,’ held in the Indian capital of
New Delhi.

Hassan Ebrahim took the award for trandating ‘the winter
and the war’, Mohammad Reza Y ousefi for writing ‘a star a
giant’ and Vida Shokri for her illustrations for the book ‘the
stories of my mom and me'.

The congress, sponsored by the International Board on
Books for Y oung people (IBBY), was held September 19-24.

IBBY was formed in Switzerland in 1958 and is con-
sidered one of the most important international organizations
active in the field of books for children and young adults. Its
congressis held every alternate year.

Armenian official [auds
[ran’sindustrial progress

ISFAHAN - The Armenian Deputy Industry Minister
Mossesz Zavarian lauded Iran’'s industrial achievements
while inspecting Mubarakeh Steel Complex in Isfahan.

He said that Iran has a bright and successful future pos-
sessing such a huge complex.

He also expressed hope that the Mubarakeh products will
become available in the Armenian market.

Zavarian was briefed on the various production lines and
the computer center of the complex.

The Mubarakeh Steel Complex production reached 1.173
million tons of steel slabs and 983,000 tons of hot and
334,000 tons of cold steel sheets, respectively, in the first half
of the current Iranian year (started March, 21).
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ghan groups without foreign
interference is the only way
to restore peace in the war-
torn Afghanistan.

On Irag, he said the Is-
lamic Republic of Iran sup-
ports territorial integrity of
Irag and is against any move
to disintegrate Irag.

He said Iran and Russia
have had positive coop-
eration in helping form Na-
tiona Reconciliation Com-
mission (NRC) in Tajikistan.
He called for bilateral coop-
eration to help implement
the inter-Tajik peace accord
in Tajikistan.

Shuvalev said Russia is
worried about the situation
in Afghanistan and called on
the international community
to stop human tragedy in the
war-torn country.

The ambassador said the
visit to Tehran of Russian
Speaker of State Duma Gen-
nady Seleznov has been a
positive event on Tehran-
Moscow relations and called
for boosting of relations in
all areas.

Energy minister:

British counterpart, the posi-
tions of  the Idlamic Re-
public of Iran on the in-
sulting book The Satanic
Verses and its author,” he
said.

The spokesman added

President:

Iran enjoys rich cu

TEHRAN - President
Mohammad Khatami here
Sunday inaugurated a cer-
emony on the occasion of
the International Tourism
Day and Tourism Week in
Iran.

Underlining the im-
portance of tourism in-
dustry, the president called
for working out a strategy
and key policy to promote
this industry, IRNA re-
ported.

Referring to Iran's sig-
nificant position in the area
of tourism, he stressed that
while the Islamic Republic
of Iran is among the major
10 countries of the world
with regards to historical
sites and monuments, the
country’s share of tourism
revenue is very meager.

Tourism industry plays
key role in the economy
without oil, he stated call-
ing for greater efforts to de-
velop the industry and to re-
move the existing obstacles
in this regard.

The Islamic Republic
while enjoying rich cultural
heritage and ancient civ-

DEZFUL, Khuzestan -
Farhad Barikani, in charge
of the refugees camps in the
Iranian Interior Ministry said
here Sunday that all foreign
subjects in the Idamic Re-
public of Iran such as Af-
ghan and Iragi refugees will
soon have their green cards.

Taking with IRNA here

ran-UK tigswithin wor

that while the British foreign
secretary has  unequivocally
stated that the British gov-
ernment and the EU do not
condone insults against re-
ligious sanctities, it is sur-
prising that  the author still

ilization is also situated at
an strategic geographical
location, he said adding that
Iran is a bridge between
Eastern and Western civ-
ilizations.

Prior to the president’s
speech, Mohammad Moe-
zeddin, deputy culture and
Islamic guidance minister
and head of Tourism Or-
ganization briefed the audi-
ence on tourism in Iran and
world.

September 28, the In-
ternational Tourism Day,
marks the start of the
Tourism Week in Iran.

Moezeddin  said that
dialog among civilizations
through the channel of
tourism will strengthen so-
cial bonds among different
nations of the world.

He said tourism will
enhance understanding
among different nations,
thus expanding peaceful in-
ternational relations.

Development of tour-
ism industry not only will
have cultural and social
impacts but will also ex-
pedite economic boom of

at Shahid Motahari camp of
the Iragi refugees, he added
that green cards will be is-
sued for all foreign subjects
in the current year after they
were identified. Saying that
some 2,060,000 foreign cit-
izens, including 1,400,000
Afghans, are living in Iran,
Barikani specified that the

National petrochemica
conference kicks off

here on Sunday.

March 21).

said.

| SO-14000 certificate.

TEHRAN - The fifth conference of the executives and
experts of the Iranian petrochemical

The two-day conference is aimed to explore ways of in-
creasing the industries production, boosting product qual-
ity, safety and skill level of the work-force in the industry.

The secretary of the conference, Mohammad Hassan
Peivandi, told IRNA on Sunday that the output of the coun-
try’s eight active petrochemical complexes would reach 12
million tons for the year (the current Iranian year started

Upon the completion of another 10 petrochemical units
by the end of the Third Economic Development Plan (year
2004), the country’s petrochemical output would reach 20
million tons annually, Peivandi added.

The official further spoke of plans to construct some
giant petrochemica complexes which would be fed by the
South Pars gas field. The completion of the said projects
would run into the fourth economic development plan, he

On the quality of the petrochemical products, Peivandi
said that the Isfahan petrochemical complex and some of
the petrochemica units in Kharg, Arak, Imam Khomeini
port and Shiraz have received 1 SO-9000 certification while
a unit of the Isfahan complex has also managed to receive

industries opened

/ gilant dams under
construction

GACHSARAN, Koh-
kiluyeh-Boyer Ahmad -
Minister of Energy Hab-
ibollah Bitaraf said here Fri-
day evening that seven giant
dams are currently under
construction in  different
parts of the country.

He added that the dams
which are at different stage
of construction include, Ka-
roun 3 and 4, Masied Soley-
man, Martyr  Abbaspour,
Karkheh, Shoushtar and Sey-
mareh, IRNA reported.

When operational, the
dams will totaly generate
some 8,000 megawaitts of en-
ergy which will be equal to
one quarter of the current
amount of energy produced.

Meanwhile, addressing
officials in charge of con-
struction of Kowsar dam in
this southwestern province,
the energy minister stressed
that his ministry gives top
priority to putting into op-
eration the dam.

Some RIs 100 hillion has

so far been alocated to con-
struction of the dam which
will become operational next
year, he added.

Referring to strategic ge-
ographical location of Kow-
sar dam, he noted that the
dam will provide water for
hundreds of hectares of
farm lands and drinking wa-
ter for some two million peo-
ple.

Meanwhile, the energy
minister said in Shiraz, cap-
ital of Fars Province on Sat-
urday that to speed up the
completion of dams under
construction, the Energy
Ministry will sell bonds and
embark on foreign bor-
rowing to compensate for its
budget shortage in the cur-
rent lranian year (started
March, 21).

He added that the bonds
will be offered to the public,
starting mid October.

Speaking a the in-
augural ceremony of the
‘Salman Farsi’ dam water

diversion project, Bitaraf
said that the investment pro-
ceeds  from the sale of
bonds will be distributed on
a regional basis and each
province's share in the in-
vestment will be pro-
portional to the revenues of
the bonds.

The energy minister fur-
ther said that the interest ac-
crued on investments will
be, at the minimum, 20 per-
cent annually, stressing that
purchase of the bonds will
be a good opportunity for
the public to participate in
these large development
projects.

He Energy Ministry
plans to borrow Dlrs 300
million this year, which
will meet most of its foreign
exchange needs, Bitaraf
said. He minister added that
the foreign exchange bor-
rowing will enable the con-
struction of three large
dams, one of which isin the
Fars Province.

( Clevelopments

continues his offensive re-
marks.

He also stated that such
offensive remarks would cer-
tainly result in further in-
dignation among the Muslim
community.

tural heritage

the countries, the deputy
culture minister stressed.

He said according to
the World Tourism Or-
ganization, the world's
revenues from tourism in-
dustry last year exceeded
Dlrs 400 billion, and
Iran’s share stood only at
DIrs 350 million.

He added, the figure,
however, shows consid-
erable increase as com-
pared to the previous year.

Some 750 tourism visit-
ed Iran last year.

Concurrent with the In-
ternational Tourism Day,
Iran-tourism exhibition
opened at Qeytarieh park
in northern Tehran Sunday.

The exhibition will run
over the Tourism Week.

Meanwhile, the first
foreign tourist, a Japanese,
who arrived in Iran Sunday
via Bazargan border point
was warmly welcomed by
local people.

The ceremony marking
the International Tourism
Day and Tourism Week in
Iran was inaugurated here
Sunday.

green cards will make the
foreign subjects enable to go
anywhere throughout the
country.

Barikani then stated that
the Islamic Republic of Iran
continues it humanitarian
assistance to Iragi and Af-
ghan refugees and that the
government will never force

| ran wel comes tourists
from Central Asia

TEHRAN - Iran’'s Ambassador in Uzbekistan Mohsen Pak-Aeen at the
fourth international silk-road tourist exhibition in Tashkent said, “Iranian em-
bassies al over the world inclusive of those in Central Asian republics are
ready to issue tourist visas with no delay.”

Pak-Aeen invited the Central Asian republic tourists and businessmen to

The Iranian ambassador said that free trade zones in Iran have great ec-
onomic potentialities and can provide tourists with much cheaper ac-
commodations than other placesin the world.

An Iranian tourist organization has participated in the fair.

French foreign minister:

France to boost
presencein lran

positive devel opment.”

will.”

TEHRAN - French Foreign Minister Herbert VVedrine told
an Arab newspaper that France will have a stronger pres-
encein Iran than it had in the past.

In an interview with daily “Al-Sharq a-Awsat” pub-
lished Sunday, Vedrine said “we noticed the changes
which occurred in Iran last year with the election of the
new president after the elections which were distinguished
with high participation,” IRNA reported from Athens.

Commenting on the opening between Europe and
Iran, Vedrine said during his visit to Tehran last August it
struck to him that France should have “atangible presence
in Iran that should surpass the level in the past” both on
the political and economic level.

He said the opening was in the interest of Iran and the
region as awhole and as well as for European-Iranian ties.

Commenting on the issue of the apostate writer Sal-
man Rushdie, the French foreign minister described Pres-
ident Khatami’s recent statement on the matter as “a very

The French foreign minister also said Paris welcomes
the recent decision by Saudi Arabiato scale down its dip-
lomatic ties with the Taliban militia and called on other
countries which have recognized Taliban to follow suit.

“We welcome the steps taken by Saudi Arabia...and
we hope that other countries which have recognized Tal-
iban will take steps,” Vedrine told international Arab dai-
ly “Al-Hayat” in an interview published Sunday.

He was replying to a question on the recent Saudi de-
cision to expel Taliban's representative from Riyadh and
withdraw its own charge d affaires from Kabul.

Besides Saudi Arabia, Pakistan and the UAE are the
only other countries which have recognized the Taliban
militia. Vedrine said Saudi Arabia has clarified its posi-
tion that although Riyadh has recognized Taliban it does
not support the militia movement.

The French foreign minister said Paris supports the
United Nations' efforts to resolve the Afghan crisis and
called on the neighboring countries of Afghanistan aswell
as domestic forces inside Afghanistan to “show good

He described the current situation in Afghanistan as
“dangerous and complicated” and called on Pakistan and
neighboring statesto do more to defuse the situation.

refugees to leave the country
unless they want to return
their indigenous countries.
Meanwhile, Director
general of the foreign na
tionals and expatriates de-
partment at Interior Ministry
Hassanali Ebrahimi  said
here on Sunday in an address
to a group of Iragi refugees

Iran Air to resume direct
Tehran-Ashkhabad flight

TEHRAN - Iran Air will
resume direct single-weekly
flights between Ashkhabad
and Tehran as of October 30,
1998, sad Mohammad
Sa'adat, manager of Iran Air
head officein Ashkhabad.

The flights will be con-
ducted every Friday.

Iran Air flight which in-

Price index

for goods,

Services up
18.9 pc

TEHRAN - The Central
Bank of Iran in an announce-
ment said that the price in-
dex of goods and services in
urban areas in the month of
Mordad (July 23-August 22)
is 18.9 percent higher com-
pared to the corresponding
period the year before.

The price index was 18.7
percent higher in the first
five months of the current
Iranian year (started March
21) compared to the same
period last year.

The announcement add-
ed that the index showed a
1.4 percent growth in the
month of Tir, and registered
0.4 percent increase in Mor-
dad

All categories listed in
the price index registered
growth as follows, food, bev-
erages and tobacco 24.4 per-
cent, clothing 7.4 percent,
housing, heating and elec-
tricity 18.7 percent, house-
hold items and services 6.6
percent, transportation and
communication 16.9 percent,
health and medicine 23.2
percent, leisure and educa-
tion 7.2 percent and mis
cellaneous goods and ser-
vices 16.6 percent.

The three groups of food,
beverage and tobacco, health
and medicine and housing,
heating and electricity have
shown the highest increase
in theindex.

The price index of goods
and services had 49.4 per-
cent growth in the year 1374,
23.2 percent in 1375 and
17.3 percent last year (1376).

augurated in spring this year
was discontinued due to a
very low number of pas
sengers, Sa’ adat said.

He said that Iran Air is
ready to provide services to
passengers in Trukmenistan
and those wishing to travel
from Central Asian republics
to Kish, Duba and Da
mascus.

Asseman Airline has a
bi-weekly flight from Ashk-
habad to Mashhad.

nterior Ministry ssues green cards for refugeesin lran

that Iran has always been a
safe haven for foreign ref-
ugees during 20 years after
triumph of the 1979 Islamic
Revolution in the country.

Ebrahimi said despite en-
during tough economic and
socia hardships caused as a
result of Afghan and Iragi
refugees’ presencein Is-
lamic Iran, the country treat-
ed the refugees with com-
passion and did not force
them to repatriate.

The Iranian government,
he said, is still providing ref-
ugees with humanitarian aid
in light of the assistance of-
fered by the international
communities and the U.N.
High Commissioner for Ref-
ugees.

He added that Iragi ref-
ugees are Iranians' brothers
and sisters, considering their
problem as their own.

He expressed hope that
Iragi refugees would return
home voluntarily following
restoration of cam and se-
curity in Irag.

|ran to organize cultura

programsin India

TEHRAN - Iran’s Culture and Islamic Guidance Ministry
is to organize three cultural programs in India in November
and February, said Deputy Minister of Culture and Islamic
Guidance Ahmad Magjid Jamei.

Masjid Jamei, who had earlier visited India heading a cul-
tural delegation, told IRNA that among the programs to be
organized by the ministry were a meeting of the Persian lan-
guage and literature professors at Indian universities in Cal-
cuttain November.

A seminar will be held on compilation of the Persian lan-
guage dictionary and an exhibition would be set up to show
the Persian language and literature books and softwares in
Calcutta University soon, he added.

Under agreements reached with India, added Magjid Ja-
mei, Iran’s Culture and Islamic Guidance Ministry is to or-
ganize a seminar in commemoration of ‘Ghalib Dehlavi’ the
Persian speaking poet of India.

He said that Indian officials are ready to send works of In-
dian Persian speaking poets, written in superb calligraphic
styles, to be put on show at afair in Tehran.

Formation of the Persian language and literature associa-
tionin Indiaand establishment of Dar-ul-Quran (house of the
Holy Quran) at an Iranian mosgue in Bombay were among
achievements of Iranian delegation’ svisit to India, he added.

There are 62 Persian language courses at Indian uni-
versities, which are to be strengthened by Iranian Culture and
Islamic Guidance Ministry, said Magiid Jamei, adding that
Iran is to support publication of the Persian books by Indian
universities' Persian language and literature instructors.

You can advertisein

ETTELA'AT

| nter national Edition
For details:
Phone: 0171-250-0840
Fax: 0171-250-0842
Phone: (212)246-4521
Fax:  (212)246-4332

{ Europe (London)

{USA (New York)



