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FREIGHT FORWARDERSWORLDWIDE
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COMMERCIAL
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PACKING,
COLLECTIONS,

CALL FOR THE BEST RATESAND SERVICE TO
THE MIDDLE EAST.

TEL: 0181 - 818 0055
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Prospect House, 67 Boston Manor Road
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M oses & Associates
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Road, London W14 (53
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EARTHQUAKE ENGINEERING COMPLETE
STRENGTHENING & RETROFITTING: MUNICIPAL SERVICES
* Wood Frame Houses

* Apartment Buildings
* Commercial Buildings |BUILDING & SAFETY

* Concrete Tilt-Ups * In(;sgec}idon of EARTHQUAKE dam-
; aged Bldgs.
. (F\)’fﬂc;e, Waf%‘v";‘f’f * Expediting Complicated Bldg. Permits
anioreing W 0 * Architectural Design Services
Roof Connection * Structural Engineering Services

* Welded Steel * Custom Homes, Shopping Centers,
Moment Connection Condos, etc... ]

* Compliance with L.A. City |* Civil Engineering Services
Retrofit Ordinance * Find Inspection & Certificate of
Occupancy

* Building Code Consulting

Sl (fywapen | * Compliance with Building Dept. Viola-
bogliryiceriylied tion Orders
NSURANCICNNS |+ Conditional Use Permit
* Subdivisions, Variances. Zone Changes
* Representation in Public Hearings

SPECIALIST

16055 VENTURA BLVD., SUITE 725
ENCINO CA 91436
(818) 501 - 1028
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JAMSHID S, IRANI
ATTORNEY AT LAW
1170 BROADWAY, SUITE 510-A
NEW YORK, NEW YORK 10001
TEL: (212) 683-7700 FAX: (212)725-1772
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Moyal & Moyal, North American Center
8 Finch Ave. West, Toronto, Ontario MZN 6L 1 Canada
Tel: (416) 733 - 0330
Fax: (416) 250 - 1818
e-mail: henrymoy @ idirect. com, http://web. idirect. Com/~ visacan
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Easter n Languages

P.O.Box 502 Provo, UT 84603-0502 U.S.A
Phone: (801)377-4558 Fax: (801)377-2200
http://www. easter nlanguages.com
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Sweden tops Scandinavian salesto Iran

TEHRAN - Sweden increased its lead over other Scandinavian countries I I I I I / \ I \ I
last year by boosting sales to Iran by 60 percent.

According to comparative figures published by Middle East Economic
Digest, Swedish exports to Iran in 1997 rose to DIrs 185 million. At the
same time, sales from Finland fell to DIrs 89 m, from Denmark they were ! N T E R N A T ! O N A L
down to DIrs 58 m, while Norway’s exports were only worth Dlrs 8 m,
IRNA reported from London.

A breakdown of exports, supplied by the Swedish Trade Council, shows
that much of the increase in Sweden’s exports were due to a 57 percent rise

TEHRAN - The Iranian film ‘Daan’ directed by Aboulfazl Jalili won the
referee committee’ s special prize and the world children’s solidarity prize of
the 46th San Sebastian Film Festival in Spain.

The Culture and Islamic Guidance Ministry’s office of media affairs an-
nounced Monday that the film, at itsfirst international screening, was award-
ed the prize.

The film depicts a child who is identified by a government organization
as not having a birth certificate. His parents are not €eligible to legally take
custody of the child due to addiction.

The Only International Persian Daily Newspaper

in the sale of engineering products to DIrs 140 m.

The boost in exports helped Sweden to reduce its trade deficit with Iran
last year to DIrs 46 m, despite an 8 percent risein Iranian sales to Sweden.

Foreign minister:
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Top-level Italian trade

No grounas for political arlog with US

TEHRAN - Foreign Min-
ister Kama Kharrazi in
New York on Monday after-
noon rejected political dialog
between Tehran and Wash-
ington, saying that there is
no ground for political nego-
tiations while past policies
continue, IRNA reported
from New Y ork.

Addressing the Asia So-
ciety, Kharrazi said, “in line
with the underlying prin-
ciples of our foreign policy,
the approach of the Islamic
Republic of Iran towards the
U.S. will be commensurate
with changes in U.S. be-
havior towards Iran.”

He said that the change
in tone of some U.S. of-
ficials will be worthy only
when it results in change in
U.S. anti-Iran stance.

Kharrazi was referring to
the June 17 address of U.S.
Secretary of State Made-
leine Albright at the same
venue and her proposed
‘road map’ for future tehran-
washington relations.

He said even when the
U.S. changes tone, it still re-
peats the same old accusa-
tions, adding that obviously
with persistence on such an
incorrect policy, no political
dialog can be expected.

However, he stressed,
the Islamic Republic of Iran
has placed its relations with
other countries on the basis
of preservation of in-
dependence, equal rights and
reciprocal respect. Anything
harming such principles will
not be acceptable, he said.

He said that the U.S. po-
litical leadership remains
preoccupied with a Cold
War mentaity and thus has
fallen behind fundamental
changes on the eve of the
new millennium.

Pointing to the U.S. vi-
olation of international
rights, Kharrazi said Wash-
ington has imposed uni-
lateral sanctions against 70
world countries, adding that
such an attitude has not only
affected other countries but
aso inflicted damage on
American investors and
firms.

He said that the U.S. is
still continuing policies to
halt flourishment of Iran’s
economy, adding that the
U.S. opposition to the trans-
fer of Central Asian oil and
gas pipelines through Iran is
a measure against regional
and European countries as
well as American  com-
panies.

Kharrazi said the U.S. is
still exerting economic pres-
sures on Iran through freez-
ing the Iranian assets, in-
fluencing international
monetary ingtitutes and hin-
dering transfer of modern
technology to Iran for peace-
ful purposes.

Pointing to the U.S. in-
terference in Iran, Kharrazi
listed alocation of a budget
by the U.S. Congress for
sabotage activities  against
Iran, creation of a radio sta-
tion and American support
for terrorist groups working
against Iran, as some ex-
amples.

Kharrazi said: “We are
determined to follow the bal-
anced policy of expansion
of relations with countriesin
the region as well as other
countries.  Logicaly, the
United States’ active pursuit
of the policies | have al-
ready outlined and the ab-
sence of visible signs of its
intention or ability to change
course are hardly compatible
with the proposal to develop

a road map to change the
state of affairs.”

Elsewhere in his speech,
Kharrazi underlined Iran’'s
policy of detente and said a
better understanding of Iran
and the IsSlamic Revolution is
emerging and the old fab-
ricated images are evading.

Pointing to the expanded
Iran-Europe economic re-
lations, Kharrazi  said with
the reassessment of lIran's
undeniable role, Europe is
getting prepared for a more
constructive participation in
all areas, including diplomat-
icfield.

He said Iran welcomes
such a trend because the Is-
lamic Republic believes that
Europe plays an effective
role in the development,
peace and stability of the re-
gion. There are many
grounds to be explored by
Iran and Europe, such as in-
vestment in oil and gas field
with the participation of not
only European but Russian,
Canadian and Japanese part-
ners as well as other major
oil companies.

“In other areas, there are
other important issues of glo-
bal concern where Iran is
prepared to participate ac-
tively and constructively. |
wish to stress three im-
portant areas. the inter-
national campaign against
narcotics, terrorism and
weapons  of mass de-
struction,” said Kharrazi.

Stressing that Iran is on
the front line of the global
war on narcotic trafficking,
he said, “we concurred in
last week’s meeting on Af-
ghanistan that the war is be-
coming even more danger-
ous and deadly as Taliban,
with their official patronage
of drug lords, are gaining

W

eaponry, forces ready for
Zulfagar-2 war games

ZABOL, Sistan-
Baluchestan - A spokesman
for Zulfagar-2 maneuvers
said Monday that 95 percent
of forces, weaponry and mil-
itary equipment to be de-
ployed in the grand ‘Zul-
fagar-2' maneuvers are
stationed in the operational
thester.

Brigadier General Hassan
Barati told IRNA Monday
that the remaining five per-
cent will soon reach the area
by air.

He said that military
equipment have been in-
stalled, operational theater
aranged and observation
posts to monitor the ma
neuvers have been set up.

General Barati  further

added that after some ex-
ercises in the coming days,
units will be prepared to
launch the grand ‘Zulfagar-
2 maneuvers.

He described morae of
the participating units as very
high, adding that the forces
are enthusiastically awaiting
the command to commence
the war games. He said the
war games are designed to
exercise large-extent rapid
deployment, familiarize the
army commanders with the
geographical specifications of
eastern Iran and testing the
ams newly built or pur-
chased by the army.

General Barati said the
three forces of the army,
ground forces, air force and

Expert stuy on Karbaschi's case over

TEHRAN - Judiciary spokesman Mohammad-Reza Ab-
basifard said here on Monday that the case of suspended may-
or of Tehran Gholam-Hossein Karbaschi has undergone ex-

pert study.

Abbasifard said that preliminary studies on the case is
over and it has been referred to a special section for fina in-

vestigation.

Iranian products welcomed in
Caribbean idands

TEHRAN - Iranian products which are on display at ‘Expo
98 exhibition in Trinidad and Tobago are warmly welcomed by

the visitors from various countries.

Over 400 companies from 18 countries have put on display va-
riety of their products a the exhibition which was kicked offlast
week. Machine-made carpets and furniture, as well as plagtic, ce-
ramic and glass products are among products on display at Iran's
five pavilions. Discussions have been held between businessmen
from Caribbean idands and Iranians on exports of products to
those countries. It isthefirst time that the ISamic Republic of Iran
has taken part int an exhibition in the Caribbean region.

Slight increase in retail prices

TEHRAN - Retail prices
of certain foodstuffs in Tehran
dightly increased during Sep-
tember 12-18, the last week of
Iranian month of ‘Shahrivar’
(August 23-September 22).

The Central Bank of Iran
(CBI) reported that prices of
eggs, rice, beans, fresh veg-
etables, red meat, poultry and
tea showed between 0.7 and
6.7 percent increases in the
said week compared to the las
week of the previous month of
‘Mordad’ (July 23-August 22).
The report said that price of
dairy products dropped by 0.9
percent, fresh fruits by 8.2 per-
cent, sugar by 1.9 percent and
vegetable oil by 3.6 percent in
the week compared to the fig-
ures recorded in the last week

of Mordad.

According to the same re-
port, price of eggs rose by 4.9
percent, rice by 3.9 percent,
beans by 4.6 percent, fresh
fruits by 1.9 percent, red meat
by 0.7 percent, poultry by 6.7
percent and tea by 1.9 percent
in September 12-18 period
compared to the last week of
Mordad.

The report indicated that
price of dairy products, rice,
beans, fresh fruits and poultry
showed between 0.1 and 7.4
percent decreases, while that
of eggs, fresh vegetables, sug-
ar, tea and vegetable ail in-
dicated between 0.1 and 3.6
percent increases in the said
week compared to the pre-
vious week’ sfigures.
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the navy will hold joint op-
erations in coordination with
the law-enforcement per-
sonnel in the area.

He said electronic war-
fare and operations to foil
chemical, biologica and nu-
clear attacks would be ex-
ercised in Zulfagar-2 ma
neuver. The spokesman said
al military equipment of the
army’s air force and navy
will be tested and far-
reaching targets will be hit in
the exercise.

He said the war games
will be carried out in the form
of offensive operations.

Zolfagar-2 military ex-
ercise will be held in a
50,000 square kilometer area
in eastern Iran with participa
tion of 200,000 troops of the
Iranian army.

more territory in  Af-
ghanistan. Thisis afight that
requires massive resources,
politica will and inter-
national cooperation and co-
ordination.”

The same resolute de-
termination is required in the
fight against terrorism, he
said, adding, “it is evident
that al should condemn ter-
rorism in al its forms and
manifestations and re
gardless of its victims or
perpetrators.” He said inter-
national cooperation can be
instrumental in eradicating
this global problem.

On the threat of weapons
of mass destruction, he said
it can only be removed by
eradicating them. “While we
have aready made good
progress on biological and
chemica weapons -- and
Iran has been and will re-
main an active participant in
al these arrangements,
agreement on the total elim-
ination of al nuclear weap-
onsisyet to befinalized.”

Kharrazi said that the re-
cent testsin South Asia have
shown the urgency of this
global imperative, but at the
same time underlined the
necessity of internationa
cooperation to prevent a fad-
ing of the credibility of non-
proliferation regime.

“Iran has indicated its
readiness to actively contrib-
ute to the task force to
strengthen the NPT and as a
preliminary step, Iran has
been promoting the idea of
nuclear weapon free zones,”
he further remarked.

Laabor minister:

Al-Hayat:

Saud
defense
minister
to visit
lran

TEHRAN - Saudi Min-
ister of Defense and Civil
Aviation Prince Sultan ibn
Abd a-Aziz will pay a visit
to Iran, the Beirut-based dai-
y Al-Hayat reported Mon-

|
day.

Al-Hayat, quoting Iran’s
Ambassador to Riyadh Mo-
hammad Reza Nouri Shah-
roudi, said the visit will take
place within the next three
months, IRNA reported.

The paper further quoted
Shahroudi as saying that
Tehran is prepared to wel-
come Prince Sultan, the long
time Saudi defense minister.

Meanwhile, the consulting
council of Saudi Arabia in
its Sunday night session
overwhelmingly  approved
the agreement for coop-
eration between Tehran and
Riyadh.

The text of the agree-
ment was read at the meeting
prior to its approval.

Saudi Foreign Minister
Prince Saud al-Faisa in its
recent visit to Iran signed
the agreement for Tehran-
Riyadh bilateral cooperation
in economic, trade, academ-
ic, technical, cultural, sports
and investment areas.

Asian cooperation, aprerequisiteto
amore independent economy

TEHRAN - Labor Minister Hossein Kamali called
for broad cooperation amongst Asian countries to lessen
the impact of the West on continent’s economy.

In a meeting with South Korean Ambassador to Teh-
ran Shin Jang Bum, Kamali said that the economic cri-
sisin East Asiais the product of international policies
impacting the East Asian states, IRNA reported.

Commenting on the introduction of the European

currency ‘Euro’,

Kamali said that the move would re-

duce the impact of U.S. dollar on world trade, but at the
same time enhances the European influence over inter-

national commerce.

Kamali aso conferred with the South Korean dip-
lomat over Iran-South Korea cooperation in oil and con-

struction sectors.

The South Korean ambassador expressed hope that
the formation of Iran-South Korea joint economic com-
mission next month would help boost cooperation be-

tween the two countries.

Shin Jang Bum further referred to flow of foreign
capital in and out of East Asia as the mgjor reason for the

economic crisisin the region.

In conclusion, the ambassador said that his country is
willing to cooperate with the Islamic Republic in human

resources devel opment.

[ran amongst most
experienced in hospital building

ARAK, Central Province
- Minister of Housing and
Urban Development Ali Ab-
dolalizadeh that Iran is
amongst the most ex-
perienced countries in build-
ing hospitals.

Speaking at the pro-
vincial Housing Department
session, Abdolalizadeh said
that construction of 100 hos-
pitals during the past seven
years has brought Iran val-
uable experience in hospital
construction, thus putting the
country in a position to ex-
port engineering services in

the field, IRNA reported.
Noting that 48 percent of
the investments in the coun-
try are in the construction
sector, the official expressed
dismay that “our cities do
not have a suitable identity.”
He further stated that his
ministry intends to enforce a
set of guidelines for build-
ing constructions to help
lessen the problem in urban
aress.
Abdolalizadeh defended
mass housing constructions
as an approach  optimizing
the use of available lands

Iran, India enjoy many capabilities
for boosting tourism

TEHRAN - The Indian Ambassador to Iran, Rajendra
Singh Rathore, said that given Iran-India historical ties,
many capabilities exist in Iran and India for boosting tour-
ism. He told IRNA that at the time when the concept of
tourism is changing, people should be aware of al the fa
cilitiesand potentials associated with the industry.

Rathore added that tourism industry is not only a source
of foreign exchange, but also plays a significant role in ex-
pansion of cultural ties between different countries and has
positive influence on expression of goodwill among na-

tions.

He stressed that some of the ways to promote tourism
between Iran and India includes, facilitating issuance and
reducing fees for tourist visas, organizing fairs on tourism
and effective use of international trade fairs.

The envoy further said that utilizing print and visua
media to introduce tourist attractions of both countries, ad-
vertising tourist sites, cultural exchanges and signing bi-
lateral agreements include some other ways to expand tour-

ism between the two countries.

and also helping to upgrade
the cultural and recreational
services offered to the pub-
lic. To that end, he said, the
cabinet would soon present a
bill to parliament which
would encourage mass con-
structionsin cities.

Touching on the shortage
of rental residentia units,
Abdolalizadeh said that his
ministry has taken steps for
construction of some 77,000
rental units across the coun-
try.

Meanwhile on Sunday,
Abdolalizadeh opened the
project for construction of
1,100 rental residential units
in the city of Arak.

Eventually the child himself, to prove his existence, starts to take matters
into his own hands.
The San Sebastian Film Festival concluded its work Sunday.

delegation to arrive

TEHRAN - A 120 mem-
ber Italian trade delegation
comprising company owners
and their representatives are
to visit Tehran simultaneous
with the 24th Tehran Inter-
national Trade Fair, the Ira-
nian secretary of Iran-Italy
joint economic commission
Mohammad Taghi Ansari
said on Monday.

Speaking to IRNA, he
said that the top level Italian
delegation is to pay an of-
ficial visit to Tehran at the
invitation of the Ministry of
Mines and Metals.

90 members of the Ital-
ian delegations are senior
managers and the remaining
30 are the representatives of
various ltalian companies, he
said.

The vaue of Iran's ex-
port to Italy reached Dlrs
390.8 million in the first
quarter of the current cal-
endar year, registering a fall
of DIrs 21.7 percent com-
pared to the corresponding

Defense minister:

period last year.

The value of Iran’s im-
port from Italy showed afive
percent decline amounting
to Dlrs 276.5 million com-
pared to the similar period
last year.

The trade exchanges be-
tween Iran and Italy stood at
Dlirs 13 billion during 1992-
1996 period, he said.

The Italian Minister of
Foreign Trade Augusto Fan-
tozzi is to lead the Italian
delegation during the Tehran
visit, he said.

The Italian delegation is
composed of four major ec-
onomic divisions such as
confederation of in-
dustrialists, businessmen un-
ion, handicrafts union as
well as agriculture union.

The delegation is to at-
tend a gathering to review
the prospects of joint ec-
onomic cooperation as well
as investment opportunities
existing in Iran and Italy, to
be held at the Iranian Cham-

All lranian groups
equally committed
to Islamic values

TEHRAN - Defense Minister Rear Admiral Ali Shamk-
hani told a gathering of Tehran University students that all Ira-
nian groups with whatever leanings are equally committed to
the values of the Islamic Revolution.

He said the only distinction between those groups in Iran
is their preference for different strategies in dealing with the

various affairs of the state.

Shamkhani said the presence of the leadership in all facets
of lifein the country is a divine blessing.

He aso upheld Iran’s response to the situation in Af-
ghanistan and commented that every necessary measures had
been adopted to cope with the devel opments in that country.

Indian expert:

ber of Commerce with par-
ticipation of 200 Iranian in-
dustrialists on October 6.

The visit of the Itaian
delegation is in line with an
agreement reached between
the two countries during the
third session of Iran-Italy
joint economic commission
in Tehran.

The fourth session of the
joint economic commission
is due to be hed in Italy
next year.

Qualification
of 145
candidates
for Expert
Assembly

approved

TEHRAN - The Guar-
dians Council approved
qualification of 145 can-
didates for the upcoming
election of the 86-seat As-
sembly of Experts, the Inter-
ior Ministry said on Mon-
day.
According to the min-
istry’s special headquarters
in charge of holding the
third Experts Assembly elec-
tions, 396 applicants had ap-
plied for candidacy.

The Interior Ministry
said in a press release that
the Guardians Council has
rejected eligibility of 224 ap-
plicants.

It said 14 applicants had
aready withdrawn their can-
didacy.

The ministry said it is
waiting for the Guardians
Council’s vote on qual-
ification of an extra 13 ap-
plicants.

UK-Iran rapprochement timely

TEHRAN - India's
prominent international af-
fairs analyst Inder Malhotra
has said that the UK-Iran
rapprochement, resulting
from the lIranian govern-
ment’s announcement not to
threaten the life of con-
troversial Salman Rushdie, is
atimely and magjor develop-
ment. “ The Rushdie business
delayed close contacts, par-
ticularly commercia, be-
tween Iran and the UK. It
was not warranted anymore.
The two sides have shown
remarkable flexibility in at
least effecting the re-
sumption of ambassadorial-
level ties” said Mahotra
talking to IRNA in New Del-
hi Monday.

Former diplomatic editor
of India's reputed English

Netherlands
soyabean
gift arrives

TEHRAN - A ship, M/V
“Kaga’, loaded with 599.760
mtn of refined soyabean gift
from  the  Netherlands
through the United Nations-
-World Food Programme
(WFP) has arrived at the port
of Bandar Abbas, the office

of the U.N.-WFP repre-
sentative in  Tehran an-
nounced Monday.

This edible oil will be
used to feed 88,000 Afghan
and Iragi vulnerable ref-
ugees settled in 30 camps in
the eastern and western prov-
inces of the Islamic Republic
of Iran.

First group of foreign
tourists welcomed

TEHRAN - The first
group of foreign tourists who
arrived here Sunday si-
multaneous with the Inter-
national Tourism Day and
Tourism Week in Iran, were
welcomed at Tehran’s Meh-
rabad International Airport
by deputy head of Tourism
Organization, Mohsen
Emami.

The group, comprising
32 Austrian tourists, were
taken by total surprise with
the welcome ceremony dur-
ing which they were aso
presented special gifts.

Each visitor was offered
a map of Iran, a guide book
to Iran’s historical, religious
and cultural sites, handicrafts
and a bouquet of flower by
the Tourism Organization.

Meanwhile, Emami told
IRNA that the organization
is determined  to introduce
tourism attractions of Iran to
people  throughout  the
world. Tourism offers the
best channel for introducing
the Isdamic Revolution as
well as Iran's rich culture
and traditions to the world,
he added.

daily ‘The Times of Indid
and a noted columnist, Mal-
hotra, did not agree with the
media assertion here that
more than the UK, it was
Iran which desired to im-
provethe bilateral ties.

“UK’s compulsions to
improve the relations are
equaly strong,” he said,
adding, “the UK could ill-
afford not to be the part of
other West European coun-
tries’ business with Iran.”

He aso said that UK’s
decision to upgrade bilateral
ties dso amounted to its

“distance” from Washing-
ton’s Iran policy.

“The UK now seems in
the league of Germany and
France as far as West Eu-
ropean opposition to the
American approach to Iran
is concerned,” held Mal-
hotra.

He went on to say that
the development could even
make a bearing on the U.S.-
Iran ties, pointing out Wash-
ington was now compelled
more than ever to do way
with its policy of isolating
Iran globally.

UNDCP team in Tehran

TEHRAN - A high-ranking delegation of the U.N. Drug
Control Program (UNDCP) arrived here early Monday morn-
ing to become acquainted with Iran’s campaign against smug-

gling of narcotic drugs.

Vice-Speaker of the European Parliament Renzo Imbeni
who heads the delegation told IRNA upon arrival that the ob-
jective of the visit is to get first hand information on Iran’s
policiesand performance in its campaign against illicit drugs.

He said Iran was firm in its determination to fight against
smuggling of drugs, hoping for broader cooperation between
the U.N. and Iran in this connection.

The 11-member delegation, visiting Iran at the invitation
of Iran’s anti-drug headquarters, will stay in the country for a
week and will pay an inspection tour to eastern border areas.

The delegation will also meet and confer with senior Ira-
nian officias including the foreign minister, minister of the
interior, chief justice, secretary of anti-drug headquarters and
governor general of border Province of Khorasan in north-

eastern Iran.

| ranian music band shines
In Turkmen festival

TEHRAN - Strong per-
formance by the Iranian mu-
sic group ‘Hamdel’ has
made the group the talk of
the art circles in Turkmeni-
stan.

Hamdel performed sev-
eral pieces of Iranian music,
including some Kurdish
tunes, in the great Turkmen
music festival on Saturday

and Sunday, IRNA reported
from Ashkhabad.

The Iranian group, the
only foreign band invited to
the festival, received some
awards for its highly pop-
ular performances.

Selected music groups
from across Turkmenistan
had taken part in the fes-
tival.
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