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EARTHQUAKE ENGINEERING COMPLETE
STRENGTHENING & RETROFITTING: MUNICIPAL SERVICES
* Wood Frame Houses

* Apartment Buildings
* Commercial Buildings |BUILDING & SAFETY
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anioreing W 0 * Architectural Design Services
Roof Connection * Structural Engineering Services
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Moment Connection Condos, etc... ]

* Compliance with L.A. City |* Civil Engineering Services
Retrofit Ordinance * Find Inspection & Certificate of
Occupancy

* Building Code Consulting
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NSURANCICNNS |+ Conditional Use Permit
* Subdivisions, Variances. Zone Changes
* Representation in Public Hearings
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L eader appoints Major General
Shahbazi army commander

TEHRAN- Leader of the ISlamic Revolution Ayatollah  Ali Khamenei
here Wednesday appointed Mgjor General Ali Shahbazi army commander of

Iran.

In hisletter to Major General Shahbazi, the Leader of the ISlamic
olution commended him for his past accomplishments with the aslmy  and
reminded him that in his new capacity he would be expected to coordinate
his functions in al areas in collaboration with the

Guards Corps.
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|ran-Italy ties encouraging

TEHRAN - The econom-
ic relations between Iran and
Italy are very encouraging,
said the head of the General
Confederation of Italian In-
dustries Giorgio Fossa in
Rome Tuesday.

Fossa, heading a delega
tion of Italian industriaists
will bein Iran October 4-8.

He told IRNA in Rome
that the current economic
and trade ties between the
two countries are very en-
couraging and given the ex-
pansion of palitical relations,
the economic ties should
also be strengthened.

The trip of the Itaian
delegation to Iran to attend

UNDCP official:

the Tehran  International
Trade Fair, is a testimony to
the attention, determination
and interest of Italy initsre-
lations with Iran, Fossa add-
ed.

He said the objective of
the Italian delegation’s trip
to Iranis broadening mutual
understanding of the re
alities, on economic and
trade issues between the two
countries.

The head of the Con-
federation of Itaian In-
dustries said that, in addition
to reviewing potentia in-
vestments by the Italian
companies in Iran, assisting
Iran in its development plans

Iran’ s anti-drug campaign
appreciated universally

MASHHAD, Khorasan
- Head of the 12-member
delegation of the United Na-
tions Drug Control Program
(UNDCP) Renzo Imbeni
said in Mashhad on Wednes-
day that Iran's anti-drug
struggle on its eastern bor-
der regions is a worldwide
campaign against narcotics.

In a meeting with the
Governor-General  of this
northeastern province Moh-
sen Mehr-Alizadeh, Imbeni
said the Iranian border re-
gions are considered as the
frontiers of the entire globe
owing to the global sensitiv-
ity toward illicit drugs,
IRNA reported.

He inspected the border
areas of eastern Iran for the
past two days.

He said the Ilamic Re-
public of Iran has made con-
siderable investments in the
frontier areas and he would
convey what he saw on east-
ern parts of Iran to the inter-
national community.

Mehr-Alizadeh said Iran
isavanguard in international
community’s campaign
against narcotics by spend-
ing alarge amount of money
for reinforcement of its bor-
der guards. He said Iran ex-
pects the United Nations to
undertake its leading role in
the campaign against drug-
trafficking, hoping that the
delegation’s visit to Iran
would lead to world body’s
coordination  with Iran in
thisfield.

Commander  of
vincial law  enforcement
forces Brigadier-Genera
Bahram Noruzi said severa
drug-trafficking Convoys
have been intercepted in the
last few days and five tons of
drugs and a large quantity
of arms were seized from the
traffickers.

He said the drugs con-
sisted of morphine and her-
oin which the traffickers had
planned to smuggle to Eu-

pro-

rope through Turkey.

In another development, At-
torney Generd Ayatollah Mor-
tezaMoqtadaei said on wednes-
day tha per the new law
goproved by the Expediency
Coundil, any individud caught
possessing morethan 30 grams
of heroin would receive a degth
sentence.

Speaking to reporters,
Ayatollah Mogqtadaei added
that those possessing over 5
kg of opium would also re-
celve a death sentence and
aso al their possessions
would be confiscated.

The new law was ap-
proved as part of the major
new campaign by the Islam-
ic Republic of Iran to fight
the merchants of death.

According to the official,
the offenders who possess
0.5-5 kg of opium would be
assessed up to Rls 200 mil-
lion in fines, 74 lashes and
al15-year jail term.

According to the new
law, effective September 23,
addiction is aso considered
a crime, unless the addict is
going through a re
habilitation program for
whom the sentence would be
suspended.

If the addict successfully
finishes the program, his sen-
tence would be dropped, Ay-
atollah Mogtadaei said.

The attorney genera fur-
ther stated that armed drug
trafficking and the offense
of cultivating opium poppies
would earn the offenders the
death sentence too.

is also another aim of the
delegation in its upcoming
trip.

On composition of the
delegation, Fossa added that
industrial and agricultura
equipment  manufacturing,
electronic and communica-
tion production companies
and firms in construction,
technical assistance and tour-
ism organization will make
up the participants.

Remarking that the
boosting of bilateral trade in
al facets is essentid in
strengthening relations, he
added, “Iran and Italy pos-
sess commonadlities in their
respective economic and ge-
ographical make up. Italy
has limited resources, but
due to its strong industrial
base it is among the sixth
most industrialized countries
in the world. On the other
hand Iran has huge energy

Azeri ambassador:

resources, an industrial base
and a good potentia for rap-
id economic growth.”

He further said that Italy
is representative of that
group of the European fi-
nancial-economic  system,
which is not only closer to
Iran, but has a strong trade
ties with Centra European
countries and Southern and
Eastern Mediterranean coun-
tries. Furthermore, Iran plays
a key role in the trade in
Central Asian countries.

He reiterated that events
such as the upcoming Italian
delegation’ s trip to Iran, cou-
pled with changes in laws
and regulations in Iran’'s in-
vestment policies, which cur-
rently prevent the two coun-
tries from achieving their
full potential in trade and in-
vestments, can pave the
grounds for a more dynamic

bilateral economic policies.
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President opens 24th Tehran

Intl. Trade Fair

TEHRAN - President Mohammad Khatami on Thursday opened the 24th
Tehran Internationa Trade Fair in a ceremony held in the presence of senior
government officials, foreign diplomats and business executives.

Some 504 companies from 74 countries have put their products on dis-
play in 61,745 square meters of roofed and 50,000 sguare meters of open ar-

A total of 1430 Iranian companies are also participating in the fair.
Welcoming the guests in his opening speech, President Khatami called
for a broader economic cooperation.

Parliament approves lifting
restrictions on agricultural exports

TEHRAN - The parlia-
ment in its Wednesday ses-
son which  was presided
over by Speaker Ali Akbar
Nateq Nouri, approved the
motion for lifting restrictions
on export of agricultural and
livestock products.

According to the approv-
a, any ban on export of ag-
ricultural and livestock prod-
ucts will be lifted and those
products will be exported
within the framework of im-
port-export law, IRNA re-
ported.

It also authorizes the gov-
ernment to formulate tem-
porary  regulations which
will be enforced locally in or-
der to control prices of some
of the products. The Com-
merce Ministry will also take
messures to establish a bal-

No obstacle on way of
Tehran-Baku ties

TEHRAN - The new
Azeri Ambassador to Tehran
Abbasali Hassanev said in
Baku Tuesday evening that
he is determined to further
expand Tehran-Baku re-
lations during his mission in
Tehran.

In an interview with re-
porters of IRNA and the Is-
lamic Republic  of Iran
Broadcasting (IRIB) on the
eve of his departure for Teh-
ran, he added that there are
historical, cultura and re-
ligious bonds shared by the
two countries, IRNA re-
ported from Baku.

Referring to positive out-
come of the meeting of the
two heads of states on the
sidelines of the summit meet
of the Organization of  the
Islamic Conference (OIC) in
Tehran, Hassanev said that
the two governments are
willing to promote bilateral
ties.

He added that the Azeri
government has caled on
Iranian companies to par-
ticipate in reconstruction and
renovation of Astara-Baku
road.

The road is of great im-
portance for both countries,
he said adding that the Azeri
Republic has also invited Ira-

nian companies to par-
ticipate in putting into op-
eration of salt and chemical
substances factories in
Azerbaijan.

The Azeri ambassador
further stressed that his
country iswilling to utilize
Iran’s experiences in the
area of processing in-
dustries.

He voiced his country’s
readiness for investment of
Iranian companies in ec-
onomic projects in the Re-

public of Azerbaijan.

Referring to great po-
tential of both Iran and Azer-
baijan, Hassanev stressed
that there is no impediment
to expansion of Tehran-Baku
cooperation.

He said that a direct air
link will be established be-
tween the Azeri capital of
Baku and Iran's north-
western city of Ardebil in a
near future.

ance in domestic market and
import items, if deemed nec-

The agreement on the
cancellation of dud taxation
on income and capital tax
which was signed by Iran and
Turkmenistan in  Ashkhabad
early last winter, was aso ap-
proved by the parliament.

The deputies adso ap-
proved the agreement be-
tween Iran and Oman on can-
cellation of dua taxation on
the income gained through air
transportation between the
two countries.

The outlines of the bill on
‘structure of guardians coun-
cil’ was another topic on the

Kharrazi meets counterparts

agenda which was approved
by parliament deputies after
some deliberations.

If finalized, it will enable
the Guardians Council to for-
mulate its structure and put it
into force after receiving ap-
provad of the administrative
and employment commission
of the parliament.

Only broad-based government can
restore peace in Afghanistan

TEHRAN - Iranian For-
eign Minister Kama Khar-
razi, reviewed bilatera re-
lations and the latest regional
developments with his coun-
terparts from Pakistan, Hun-
gary, Azerbaijan and Ban-
gladesh in  New York
Tuesday on the sideline of
the ongoing 53rd session of
the U.N. General Assembly.

In his taks with Sartgj
Aziz of Pakistan, Kharrazi
raised the sStuation in Af-
ghanistan and said Taliban
will get nowhere through
war, adding that peace and
tranquility could be restored
in Afghanistan only by es
tablishment of a broad-based
government made up of true
representatives  of  people,
IRNA reported from New
York.

Kharrazi noted that the
internationd community is
unanimous on inhuman prac-
tices and behaviors of Tal-
iban and the urgency of halt-

Kargozaran regrets elimination of

Experts Assembly candidates

TEHRAN - Kar-
gozaran-e Sazandegi (ex-
ecutives of construction)
Party in a statement ex-
pressed regret over re-
jection of the eligibility of
a number of candidates for
the upcoming Experts As-
sembly elections, slated for
October 23.The statement
said that the party con-
siders preventing a large
number of competent schol-

Zolfagar-2 preliminaries employ
unmanned airplanes

ZABOL, Sistan-
Baluchestan - The theater of
operation of Zolfagar-2 ma
neuver Wednesday was wit-

ness to the flight of un-

manned aircraft which en-

gaged in military exercises.
This s the second straight
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year that unmanned airplanes
are employed in the annua
Zolfagar war games.
Meanwhile, spokesman of
the Zolfagar-2 Brigadier Gen-
eral Hassan Barati Wednes-
day told IRNA that al the
Zolfagar forces have been sta-
tioned in the theater of opera-
tion stretching through Zabol,

Nahbandan, Birjand and
Qaen, covering some 50,000
sg.km area.

He further stated that the
deployment of the forces has
significantly boosted the anti-
narcotics efforts in the region,
resulting in the seizure of
over 500 kg of illicit drugs
just in the past few days.

Also speaking to IRNA
was a Zolfagar-2 commander,
Colonel Hedayat Taa Ah-
mari, who highlighted the
success of the army’s ground
forces in transferring the
necessary forces and equip-
ment from across the country
in less than 72 hours.

Rapid deployment and
transfer of forces and equip-
ment is of high importance in
military exercises which has
been carried out quite suc-
cessfully in this year's ma-
neuver, he said.

.
T

ars and religious per-
sonalities from running for
the Experts Assembly elec-
tions as contrary to the sub-
lime principles of the Is
lamic system and
aspirations of its supreme
founder.

It said that many of the
candidates who wished to
compete for a seat in the
86-member assembly were
confirmed by the country’'s
seminaries and prominent
religious personalities and
enjoy outstanding record
for their knowledge, strug-
gle and political efforts.

The statement further
added that the Guardians

Council should  stand
against all measures which
intend to eliminate com-
petent candidates and thus
discourage various strata of
people from taking part in
the upcoming elections.

The party expressed the
hope that through making
proper decisions the of-
ficials prepare the ground
for massive turn-out of
people by lifting the ban on
participation of many qual-
ified candidates whose
names are in the list sup-
ported by the seminaries
and the Islamic com-
munity.

Iragi trade minister arrives

KERMANSHAH - lragi
Minister of Trade Mu-
hammad Mahdi Salih
crossed Khosrawi  border
into this Iranian provincia
city on Wednesday on his
way to Tehran to attend 24th
Tehran International Trade
Fair, to be held from October
1-11. Sdih is accompanied
in his visit to Tehran by a
seven-member delegation.

Taking to IRNA, Salih
said that Iran and Iraq share
many commonalities in the
area of commerce and ex-

Ebtekar:
lran, an
TEHRAN - Head of

the Environmental Pro-
tection Organization Ms.
Masoumeh Ebtekar said
that seasonal climate, di-
versity of flora and fauna
and beautiful landscapes
have turned Iran into an at-
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pressed hope that a new ho-
rizon would be opened for
mutual cooperation in light
of his talks with his Iranian
counterpart.

Iraq attends the fair for
the second consecutive year,
he added.

Salih was welcomed by
Deputy Governor General of
Kermanshah for Politica
and Security Affairs Karim
Shurangiz and director gen-
era of the provincia Trade
Department at Khosrawi bor-

der crossing.

tractive  destination  for
tourists and nature lovers.

Talking to IRNA on the
occasion of tourism week
in lIran, she added that
Iran’s ecology is a precious
asset that can play a key
role in boosting tourism in-
dustry.

She said that tourism
policies should be imple-
mented with due attention
to environmental issues, to
prevent its negative im-
pacts on ecology as well as
historical heritage.

Some 80-90 percent of
the country’s tourist attrac-
tions are located in pro-
tected areas, she said ex-
pressing the hope that
tourism will be given top
priority in the Third De-
velopment Plan.

Ms. Ebtekar stated that
tourism is the best means
of learning about people's
customs and the natural
beauties.

ing such practices. He added
that Taliban through its hor-
rific crimes have presented a
horrible picture of themselves
compelling even their sup-
portersto change stand.

Referring to the visit of
Kofi Annan’s special envoy
to the region, the Iranian for-
eign minister said al should
see to it that the U.N. efforts
towards formation of a broad-
based government in Af-
ghanistan materializes.

Kharrazi said Taliban
must release Iranian captives
in Afghanistan with no delay,
return bodies of the martyred
Iranians and name their kill-
ers.

Referring to his contacts
with Taliban, Aziz reaffirmed
Iran’sviews on release of Ira
nian captives, return of bod-
ies of those killed and bring-
ing to book the murderers. He
added that to this end Is
lamabad will do all it can.

Kharrazi in a meeting
with Foreign Minister of
Hungary, Janos Martoni, dis-
cussed Tehran-Budapest re-
lations and cooperation of
private sectors of the two
countries.

Martoni called for broad-

ening of ties with Iran in ec-
onomic and cultural aress.

In talks with Azeri For-
eign Minister, Tofik Zul-
fugarov, the two ministers
discussed the Karabakh issue,
situation in Afghanistan and
the Caspian Sea issue. They
both stressed mutua coop-
eration on various aress, in
the field of economy, oil and
the Caspian Seaiin particular.

The Azeri foreign min-
ister condemned Taliban for
massacring Iranian diplomats
and an IRNA correspondent
in Afghanistan.

Meanwhile, Banbladeshi
Minister of State for Foreign
Affairs, Abul Hassan
Choudhry briefed Kharrazi on
the situation in Bangladesh
following the recent floods.

He adso said that Ban-
gladesh is interested in boost-
ing cooperation with Iran in
different aress.

Choudhry expressed con-
cern over the current situation
in Afghanistan and con-
demned Taliban killing of Ira
nian nationals.

Kharrazi extended sym-
pathy with the government
and people of Bangladesh
over the recent floods.

First cargo lifted
from Kharg in
Turkmen oil swap

TEHRAN - British independents Monument Oil and
Burre Energy have lifted their first cargo under their oil swap
deal with the National Iranian Oil Company, according to En-

ergy Compass.

It reported that 250,000 barrels of Iran light were shipped
from Kharg island last week destined for Japan, IRNA re-

ported from London.

Dublin-based Dragon Oil, which has a similar deal for
swapping Turkmen crude production, is also gearing itself to

lift itsfirst cargo.

Monument and Burren have shipped around 10 oil car-
goes from Turkmenistan to Iran’s Caspian port of Neka,
which are then fed into a pipeline running to Tehran refinery

for domestic use.

Energy Compass said that Iran is paid an equivalent of
3.27 dollars per barrel for the swap deal, which is less than
half the cost of sending the crude by rail to the Georgian Back

Sea port of Batumi for export.

A similar oil swap deal with Iran is being sought by Mo-
bil, which is reluctantly using the more expensive route until
approval is given in its application for a license exclusion

from U.S. sanctions.

At an oil conference in London two weeks ago, com-
mercial director of Monument, lain Patrick said there was a
potential of exporting up to 1.5 million bpd of Caspian oil

through Iran.

He said it was “pretty obvious Iran was the shortest
route” and that geography would prove pipelines there
would be built. even in the absence of new pipelines,
Iran swap deals were a “win-win scenario,” he told del-

egates.

She added that Iran is
proud of its natural features
such as the three seas, 268
lagoons, mountains, forests
and deserts.

She underlined the need
for people’s serious en-
gagement in environmental
issues.

On industrial pollutants,
the vice-president added

attractive country for tourists

that expansion of industrial
sector is one of the major
elements that endangers ur-
ban environment by caus-
ing weather and water pol-
lution.

Some 15 research pro-
jects are underway on the
effects of various pollutants
in different fields, she con-
cluded.
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