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|ran tourism center opens

In Switzerland

TEHRAN - Iran has opened a cultural center in Geneva. ‘House of Per-
sia is built in traditional Iranian architecture on a 700-square meter area by
Lake Geneva. The center offers Persian cuisine and consists of a traditional

Iranian tea house, handicrafts shop and atravel agency.

The center was opened as part of tourism promotion programs by Iran

during the tourism week.

Several high-ranking Swiss officials attended the inaugural ceremony

which also featured Iranian classical music.

L eader advises Qom Seminary:

Political, religious questions
must be responded accurately

TEHRAN - The Leader
of the Islamic Revolution,
Ayatollah Ali  Khamenei,
stressed the need for plan-
ning by the high man-
agement council of the Qom
Seminary to respond to re-
ligious and political ques-
tions.

The Leader said that at
present a new atmosphere
has been created in Iran of-
fering harmful attitudes as
well as ambiguous religious
and political questions. Si-
multaneous with this new
atmosphere, foreign radios
are constantly raising sus-
picious and ambiguous ques-
tions and are encouraging
their elements to do the
same inside the country,
IRNA reported.

Raising questions is not
bad in itself and is some-

Kharrazi:

times a blessing in disguise
because this compels some
persons to give answers to
such questions, the Leader
said.

Using its past ex-
periences and by making
planning, the seminary can
give accurate responses ac-
cording to the needs of the
time to questions relating to
the ideological bases of the
Islamic Republic and re-
ligion, the Leader said.

Ayatollah Khamenei also
laid emphasis on long-term
and medium term planning
and policy-making by the
seminary.

The Leader also stressed
establishment of orderly and
regular contacts between the
Qom Seminary and the
youth, the educated
ones in particular, saying
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No changein
| ran-Pakistan relations

that the council must make
planning for loser and more
sincere contact between the
youth and the theologians
and prevent opportunists
from creating a spiritual wall
between these two main stra-
ta of the society.

The Leader also termed
as vauable and essentia
presence of ulema among
university students to re-
spond to their questions.

In another development,
the Leader said that the main
objective behind al prop-
aganda launched by the ar-
rogant and Zionist prop-
aganda machines is to
weaken the faith of the
young generation and their
emotional bonds with main
centers of the Islamic Re-
public.

The Leader made the re-

Better cooperation between
Iran, Persian Gulf states

TEHRAN - Iranian For-
eign Minister Kama Khar-
razi said Iran has succeeded
in its efforts to improve re-
lations with the Persian Gulf
Arab states.

In an interview with in-
ternational Arab daily ‘Al-
Sharq al-Awsat’ published
Saturday, Kharrazi said Iran
has tried to base itsties with
the Persan Gulf states on
trust.

“We have achieved suc-
cess in this endeavor, and a
better understanding and a
positive climate prevails in
the region. This has paved
the way to better economic,
cultural and regional coop-
eration,” Kharrazi told the
daily quoted by IRNA in
Athens.

Kharrazi said Iran seeks
to form a regional security
mechanism with the par-
ticipation of al Persian Gulf
littoral states, but added that
this will take a long time to
achieve.

In the interview given to
the daily before his de
parture from New York
where he took part in the
U.N. Genera Assembly
meetings, Kharrazi aso
spoke on Iran’s ties with Eu-
rope and the United States
and developments in Af-

ghanistan.
Replying to a question
on lsragli threats against

Iran, Kharrazi said the Zion-
ist state was the main source
of tensions and threats.

To distract attention
from their own possession of
nuclear, chemical and bio-
logical weapons, |sraglis are
spreading propaganda and
accusations aganst other
countries including Iran, he
said.

The Iranian foreign min-
ister stressed “we are ready
to defend ourselves with all
means and if the Israelis take
any steps they must expect
our reaction.”

Commenting on the sit-
uation in Afghanistan, Khar-
razi said Iran was awaiting
the visit of U.N. special en-
voy to Afghanistan, Lakhdar
Ibrahimi, to Tehran, Is
lamabad and Kabul.

He said the Afghan issue
is aready before the Security
Council and Iran will await
the outcome of diplomatic
efforts to ease tension with
Taleban.

Kharrazi said if the Tale-
ban militia implemented Se-
curity Council  resolution
1193 and internationa laws
there would be no need for
use of force.

However, Kharrazi clar-
ified that the use of force re-
mained open as an option to
Iran if diplomatic efforts
failed in Afghanistan.

Kharrazi told the Arab

Shariatmadari: Iran ready to
export technical,

engineering services

TEHRAN - Iranian Minister of Commerce Mohammad
Shariatmadari said on Saturday Iran is ready to export tech-
nica and engineering services for the manufacturing and
business sectors of the friendly states.

Speaking at a luncheon given in honor of the commerce
ministers of Sudan, Poland and Tgjikistan and deputy com-
merce minister of Portugal and the four nations ambassadors
to Iran, Shariatmadari said the Islamic Republic of Iran wel-
comes expansion of constructive business activities and joint
ventures in manufacturing and industrial sectors, IRNA re-

ported.

He said Iran is interested in exploring economic op-
portunities in the friendly nations to help promote their ec-
onomic capabilities in terms of quality and quantity.

Shariatmadari said Iran attaches importance to striking a
trade balance between Iran and its economic partners.

The 24th Tehran International Trade Fair opened on
Thursday with participation of over 2,000 firms from 24 states

and Iran.

daily that the image of the
Taleban militia was so bad
that even their supporters
have now withdrawn their
support.

He said Pakistan’s image
has also been damaged be-
cause of its support to Tale-
ban. Commenting on re-
lations with the United
States, Kharrazi said “we
want to see acts from the
American  administration.
Till now they have not
changed except their tone
and this is not enough.”

If the Americans have
the poalitical will they should
take practical steps to show
that they are really sincerein
their desire to reform the
ties, he added.

Replying to a question
on Salman Rushdie, the Ira-
nian foreign minister under-
lined that Iran’s position has
not changed, and the fatwa
has not changed... But one
should look for other ele-
ments that led to the im-
provement of British-Iranian
ties.

Kharrazi said that Iran's
ties with the rest of European
Union states were very good,
adding that Britain was the
only exception but that has
also changed now.

mark in his message to the
second nationwide congress
of Isdlamic associations of
university students  which
kicked off on Thursday.

The Leader added that
indications of this ominous
futile attempt can be seen in
the cultural, news and prop-
aganda activities of the iden-
tified and unidentified en-

emies of the Idamic
Republic.
Based on a deep anaysis

which is the outcome of the

Robin Cook:

experiences of foreign polit-
ica dtrategists in the past
two decades, al enemies of
the Idamic Iran have
reached the conclusion that
the only way to dominate
the Islamic Republic and in-
filtrate the system is to
weaken the faith of the
young generation, their emo-
tional and mental bonds with
the main centers of the Is-
lamic Republic and their ed-
ucational motives, the Lead-
er concluded.

Sixteen Iranian films to participate

In Cairo film festiva

TEHRAN - Following
the return home of some Ira-
nian diplomats along with
their families from Pakistan,
Foreign Ministry  spokes-
man Mahmoud Mohammadi
said this did not mean any
change in the level of dip-
lomatic relations between
Iran and Pakistan.

The group of Iranian dip-
lomats have returned home
because of some problems,
he said.

Mohammadi  expressed
hope the Iranian diplomats
would go back to Pakistan

Britan making fresh dart

Kharrazi

Britain making “a fresh start with Iran and
the wider I1slamic world.”

“Iran is currently president of the Or-
ganization of the Islamic nations, Britain is
currently president of the G8 nations,” he
said, quoted by IRNA in London.

“One of the most fundamental chal-
lenges we face is how do we fashion a pos-
itive relationship with the 1slamic world.”

Cook told the annual Labor Party con-
ference in the northern English seaside re-
sort of Blackpool that he knew from his
travel “how much the standing of Europe
has been damaged in the Islamic world be-
cause we appear not to defend the human
rights of Muslim peoplein the Balkans.”

But following on the agreement to up-
grade ties with Iran, he said he wanted

with Iran

TEHRAN - Foreign Secretary Robin
Cook said Thursday that the dea he se-
cured with his Iranian counterpart Kamal
in New York last week means

Britain to build on its “new relationship a
wider dialog between the West and the |s-
lamic world to promote understanding and
to combat prejudice.”

“1 flatly reject the view that because the

Islamic world has a different culture and a

different religion, we are therefore fated
for a clash of civilizations,” the foreign
secretary said.

In his speech, which also covered Eu-
ropean affairs and world trouble spots, he
insisted that British Muslims make a “ma-
jor contribution to our society.” The coun-
try’s economy and culture, he said, was
“richer for their presence.”

“We have learnt that we can all benefit
from tolerance at home,”
ing that a lesson for foreign policy was
“tolerance at home and tolerance abroad.”

He argued that this is what his party
will work Britain to be aforce for good in
the international community,” he said.

Cook said, add-

Russian Duma to support
boosting of tieswith Iran

TEHRAN - The Russian
State Duma is to consider a
draft statement proposed by
Russia's nationalist Liberal-
Democratic Party  which
stresses the need to boost all-
out cooperation.

In the draft, the Duma ex-
pressed its full support for ex-
panson of Moscow-Tehran
relations in al areas which
will guarantee mutua inter-
edts. It aso sad it will spare
no support in this regard,
IRNA reported from Moscow.

Referring to the four-

century old ties with Iran,
the draft statement further
said that a new chapter has
opened in Tehran-Moscow
ties since Iran declared its
readiness to expand its ties
with the former Soviet Un-
ionin variousfieldsin 1991.

It maintained that the
Iran-Russia cooperation is of
a very large and nearly un-
limited range, adding that
the lranian government of-
fered good facilities for
those companies cooperating
with Russia.

|ranian Zoroastrians celebrate  Mehregan’

YAZD - lIranian Zo-
roastrians residing in the
Province of Yazd, in centra
Iran, celebrated the special re-
ligious feast of ‘Mehregan’
on Friday night.

Zoroastrians highly value
‘Mehregan’ fetivity and con-
sider it as second to ‘Norouz’
(new year) ceremonies.

Followers of Zoroaster
believe that ancient Iranians
had two seasons and celebrat-
ed ‘Norouz’ as the beginning
of summer and ‘Mehregan’
as heralding approach of win-
ter.

According to their belief,
‘Mehregan’ festivity begins
when after a year of hard
work farmers harvest their
crop and get prepared for the
coming year's cultivation.
Therefore, the occasion is
also called ‘Feast of Farm-
ers.

Dinyar Shahzadi, a Zo-

roastrian resident of Yazd,
says that coincidence of the
festivity with the beginning of
the academic year in Iran is
highly important as the youth
also embark on academic ac-
tivities for building future of
the country.

Speaking to IRNA, Hor-
muzyar Farkhani, the care-
taker of the Zoroastrian fire
temple in Yazd, said the cer-
emony is accompanied by
special religious programs,
speeches and performances.

He sad women and
young girls will dress up in
white and bright colors while
children and young adults put
on colorful clothes.

During the festivity, Zo-
roastrian families will dec-
orate tables a home with
fruits such as sweet melon,
water melon, apple, pear and
grape, arranged in a specia
fashion.
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The occasion will si-
multaneously be celebrated in
the cities of Tehran, Isfahan,
Shiraz, Kerman and Zahedan
as well asin severa towns
of Yazd Province. Over 5,500
Zoroastrians are living in the
provincia cities of Ardakan,
Y azd, Meybod and Taft.

It also stressed that grow-
ing trend of commercia, po-
litica and culturd coop-
eration between the two
countries helped economic
development in both coun-
tries and reinforced Russia’s
national security alongside its
southern borderlines.

after remova of the prob-
lems, IRNA reported.

Pakistani news sources
put the number of returnees
at 60.

Meanwhile, the Is
lamabad-based daily Jang
quoted Iranian ambassador
to Peakistan Mehdi Ak-
hundzadeh as saying that re-
duction in the number of
Iranian diplomatic corps in
Pakistan would not affect the
level of Tehran-lslamabad
relations.

In another development,
the lranian Foreign Ministry
caled on the Turkish gov-
ernment to exercise self-
restraint in its war of words
with Syria.

Mohammadi said, “any
tension between the Islamic
states will only serve to
strengthen the aggressive
stand of the Zionist regime
and will have negative im-

Bahraini minister:

TEHRAN - For the first time, 16 Iranian films will be screened at the in-
ternational Cairo film festival, said Hussein Fehmi, president of the Cairo
film festival.

The 22nd Cairo film festival will be held from November 25 till De-
cember 8, IRNA reported from Athens.

Two Iranian films will participate in the official competition of the Cairo
festival, Egyptian press quoted Fehmi saying during a recent press confer-
encein Cairo.

pact on the security of the
Middle East and the Pal-
estinian nation.”

Mohammadi  expressed
the hope that the Turkish and
Syrian officials would not
hesitate to remove the am-
biguity between the two
states to foster Islamic sol-
idarity and good neighborly
relations.

He said Turkey and Syr-
ia are required to settle their
dispute through peaceful ne-
gotiations.

Mohammadi said the Zi-
onist regime has embarked
on aggressive policies, at-
tempting to create division
between the Muslim and
Arab states.

He hoped that Turkey
would revise its relations
with Israel in a bid to re-
inforce Idamic solidarity
and cooperation between the
Islamic states.

Bahrain eager to expand
tieswith |ran

TEHRAN - Visiting Bahraini Minister of Labour and So-
cia Affairs Abd an-Nabi ash-Shula met and conferred here on
Saturday with Iran’s First Vice President Hassan Habibi on
further expansion of cooperation between Iran and Bahrain.

In the meeting, the Iranian first vice president said that
Iran and all countries of the region enjoy amicable and broth-
erly relations leading to further promotion of regional coop-

eration, IRNA reported.

Referring to importance and sensitivity of the region, he said
that our region requires tranquility and peace and this will be ma-
terialized through collaboration of al countries of the region.

The presence of foreign forces have caused many prob-
lems for regional countries and this necessitates all-out coop-
eration between Iran and Bahrain and among other countries

of the region, Habibi said.

To establish security in the region, al foreign forces
should pull back from the region, said Habibi.

Underscoring the importance of expanding relations with
the Islamic Republic of Iran, the Bahraini minister in reply
said that Bahrain attaches special importance to development

of itsrelations with Iran.

Taking into consideration the historical, deep-rooted and
common interests with Iran, Bahrain is eager to expand its
cooperation with the Islamic Republic of Iran, he said.

Bahrain strongly believes that any harm to Iran as well as
countries of the region will leave a bad effect on Bahrain and
consequently in order to establish relations based on mutual
respect and trust requires the two countries to enhance the

current level of
minister concluded.

cooperation and friendship, the Bahraini

Air Force fully ready to defend
country’ s airspace

ZABOL, Sistan-
Baluchestan - A senior Air
Force commander, Brigadier
General Ali Bakhtiari, said
Saturday that the Air Force of
the Islamic Republic will ex-
pand its activities in order to
safeguard the country’s air-
space.

Bakhtiari said that the Air
Force isto provide air support
for the ground and tactical
forces participating in the
Zulfagar-2 war games in east-

ern parts of the country on an
area of 50,000 sg. km, IRNA
reported.

He added that according
to schedules, the Air Force
fighters are to destroy posi-
tions, equipment and per-
sonnel of the hypothetical
enemy before the ground
forces start their operations.

Meanwhile, a logistica
commander of the maneuvers,
Brigadier Genera Morteza
Forouz-Manesh, said here

Tourism, best way to introduce Iran's cultural heritage

TEHRAN - Minister of
Culture and Idamic Guid-
ance, Ataollah Mohgerani,
here Friday stressed that
Iran’s cultura heritage
should be introduced to the
world in order to promote
tourism in the country.

Spesking at the closing
ceremony of the Tourism
Week a Vahdat Hall, the
minister added that Iran is
among leading countries in
the world for its ancient civ-
ilization, cultural heritage and
naturd attractions, IRNA re-
ported.

Due to the imposed war
and the postwar re
construction, Iran has failed
to properly introduce its cul-
turd heritage and natura at-
tractions to the world so far,
he pointed out.

The minister stressed that
the Cultura Heritage Or-
ganization and Tourism Or-
ganization must establish
close contacts with one other.

He proposed formation of
a new ministry or an or-
ganization to operate under
supervision of president to
take care of affairs relating to
tourism industry.

In future, the oil income
cannot serve as an economic
backing for administering the
country he said, adding Iran is
compelled to consider tourism

asanew source of revenue.

Mohajerani said Iran is a
unique country for tourists
and researchers interested in
ancient civilizations as well
as followers of various re-
ligions including Christianity,
Judaism and Zoroastianism to
visit variousrdligious sites.

To promote tourism, as a
first step the natura attrac-
tions and historical sitesin the
country should be introduced
to the Iranians themselves as
many are yet unknown to the
public, he concluded.

Meanwhile, the director
general for internationa af-
fairs of Iran’s Tourism Or-
ganization, Moreteza Tal€
said in Bandar Abbas, Hor-
muzgan Province Friday that
Iran is exploring cooperation
in tourism with international
organizations.

Spesking a the con-
cluding ceremonies of the
Hormuzgan's tourism fair in
Bandar Abbas, he added that
the cooperation includes,
signing memorandum of un-
derstandings at joint commis-
sions and establishing con-
tacts with and membership in
the international and regional
organizations affiliated to
tourism industry.

Cooperation  with  the
United Nations Conference
on Trade and Development
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(UNCTAD) and the Inter-
national Labor Organization
(ILO) in hotd management
and training manpower with
the aim of expanding tourism,
include some of the future
projects, Ta€e' added.

He further said that ad-
vertising is a decisive factor
in introducing the country’s
tourist atractions and po-
tential.

The director general of
the Tourism Organization for
international  affairs  noted
that, last year, tourism fairs
were held only in Tehran, but
this year on the occasion of
the World Tourism Day and
Iran's Tourism Week, fairs
were held in the provincia
capitals al over the country.

He aso said that to fur-
ther attract tourists to the
country, it  was suggested
that ‘lran’s Tourism Week’
be held abroad.

Saturday that al the equip-
ment needed for the man
stage of the maneuver have
been transferred to the region.

He added that 200,000
personnel of the armed forces
are in full preparedness to
carry out the final stage of the
military exercise.

Meanwhile, army com-
mander Major General Ali
Shahbazi Saturday refuted re-
ports on breaking of sound
barrier over Afghanistan by
the Iranian Air Force planes.

He told reporters that the
main stage of Zulfagar-2 mil-
itaay  maneuvers will be
launched within coming days.

On being appointed to the
post of commander of the
army by the Leader of thels
lamic Revolution, Ayatollah
Ali Khamenei, General Shah-
bazi said the decree was are-
sponse to the efforts of the
army combatants.

He said given the pro-
fessional experience of the Is-
lamic Revolution’s Guards
Corps (IRGC) in the field of
command and high  com-
petence of its forces, it was
decided to establish the post
of  commandership for the
army.

The amy commander
said that establishment of the
commandership post will fur-
ther boost capabilities and
creativity of the three forces
of the army in beefing up the
defensive power of the coun-

try.
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