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Russian fuel, power engineering

minister to visit Iran

TEHRAN - The Russian Fuel and Power Engineering Minister Sergei
Generalov will visit Tehran at the invitation of Iranian Oil Minister, Bijan

Namdar Zanganeh, in late November.

In ameeting on Friday, Generalov and the Iranian Ambassador to Russia
Mehdi Safri discussed, preparing the grounds for the visit, expansion of
cooperation in the fields of oil and gas, particularly in the Caspian Sea and
policy coordination at the international oil markets, IRNA reported.

Generalov expressed hope that bilateral, regional and international coop-

eration between the two countries expand in the future.

He also said that Iran and Russia, as two major oil exporting countries
can play an influentia role in boosting and stabilizing oil prices.

TEHRAN - Speaker of
Iranian Parliament Ali Akbar
Nateg-Nouri and President
of Spanish Congress of Dep-
uties Fedrico Trio on Thurs-
day called for expansion of
Tehran-Madrid cooperation.

The two parliament
speakers held their first
round of talks in Madrid and
exchanged views on regional
and global issues, IRNA re-
ported from the Spanish cap-
ital.

Nateg-Nouri and Trio ex-
pressed concern about the
crises in Afghanistan and
Kosovo and called for dip-
lomatic solutions to end the
violence and bloodshed in
the said regions.

Nateg-Nouri noted that
Spain has had a Musim
community for the past 800

years and also arich Islamic
cultural heritage, adding that
Iran is keen on developing
close cultura relations with
Spain.

It is estimated that the
Muslims population in spain
exceeds 300,000.

Nateg-Nouri said Iran is
willing to upgrade trade and
commercia relations with
Spain. There exists appropri-
ate grounds for Spanish in-
vestmentsin Iran, he added.

The Iranian parlia
mentary delegation arrived
in Madrid on Wednesday at
the invitation of Fedrico
Trio.

Spanish Prime Minister
Jose Maria Anzar in a meet-
ing with Nateg-Nouri on
Thursday said that Spain
seeks to expand its ties with
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Anzar said that Spain is
ready to play an effective
role in expanding Tehran-
Madrid  economic  coop-
eration through making in-
vestments in lranian in-
dustrial sector.

He said that Iran is an
important country in the
Middle East region and fig-
ures prominently in the re-
gional and global equations.

Nateg-Nouri for his part
announced Iran’s readiness
to expand its cooperation
with Spain.

He aso thanked the
Spanish government for its
condemnation of the murder
of the Iranian diplomats and
journalist by the Afghan Tal-
iban militia

The two sides also dis-

Culture, political development
more pronounced in Third Plan

TEHRAN - Head of the
Plan and Budget Organiza-
tion (PBO) Mohammad Ali
Najafi here on Saturday said
that cultural and political
development would figure
more prominently in the
Third Development Plan
compared to the previous 5-
year plans.

Speaking at a press con-
ference, Ngjafi elaborated on
the general  outlines of the
Third Economic, Socia and
Cultural Development Plan
(to start in the year 2000),
currently being produced by
the PBO, IRNA reported.

“In the first and second
economic, social and cultural
development plans, economy
was the focus figuring in 80
percent of  the programs,
while rest of the programs
revolved around cultural and

political issues,” Najafi said.

He further added that the
upcoming plan would ba
sically focus on macro ec-
onomic indicators including
the the total investments in
public and private sectors,
the development budget and
current  expenditure num-
bers, the average inflation,
employment and economic
growth.

According to Ngjafi, the
plan would be compiled as-
suming the oil  prices to be
at DIrs 11-12 per barrel.

The PBO head aso stat-
ed that seven councils have
been formed to develop the
Third Development Plan.
Councils on reforming the
executive system, on macro
economic policies, employ-
ment, social  security and
subsidies, on environment,

Female journalists
form association

TEHRAN - The Female Journalists Association of Iran
has come into existence as the first women non-
governmental organization with press background.

The reguest for formation of the association was
made to the article 10th commission of the parties and
approved on the eve of the auspicious birth anniversary

of Hazrat Fatemeh (s), the noble daughter of the holy

Prophet of Islam
ported.

(peace be upon him), IRNA re-

In its first statement, the association said it aims to
bolster and stabilize legitimate liberties, comprehensive

and balanced

development in line with the ideals of

the late Imam Khomeini and the Leader of the Islamic
Revolution and consolidate civil society for upgrading
the status of the female journalists.

Inviting al female Iranian journalists to join the as-
sociation it called on them to provide their suggestions
for the betterment of the association work.

The process for membership of and cooperation with
the association will be announced later on.

on technology, on domestic
policies, on foreign policy
and national security and fi-
nally a council on cultural
policies, each with eight
committees, would have the
task of compiling the Third
Development Plan.

Upon compilation of the
genera policies and orienta-
tion of the development
plan before January, they
would be presented to the
Leader and the Expediency
Council for review and ap-
proval.

Additional details would
be added to the plan by June
1999 when it would be sub-
mitted to parliament, Najafi

|ran rep

TEHRAN - The Taliban
militia opened fire on Iranian
forces at Saleh-Abad post on
Afghan border, but were re-
pelled by Iranian forces,
Commander of the Ground
Forces of the Islamic Rev-
olution  Guards  Corps
(IRGCc) Brigadier-Genera
Azizollah Jafari said on
Thursday

The IRGC commander
told IRNA that Taliban mi-
litia attacked the Iranian bor-
der-post in Khorasan Prov-
ince with mortars and
machine-guns, which drew
return fire by the Iranian
forces.

The clash lasted for three
hours, he said, adding that
the Taliban suffered heavy
casualties during the clashes
and that three border posts of
the militia were totally de-
stroyed.

Brigadier-General  Jafari

| ranian doctor performs
computer-aided transplant

TEHRAN - For the
first time in the world the
computer aided re-
constructive oncology, us-
ing living tissue, was car-
ried out by an Iranian
physician at Tehran's Pas-
tor-Nou hospital on Sat-

urday.

Dr. Hassan Seddiq,
head of the surgical team,
told IRNA Saturday that
for the operation on a
woman patient who had
earlier gone through a
mastectomy operation,

President:

ident.

in the society.

direction.
hammad Farhadi

sented awards to

|ranian women proved competent
despite shortcomings

TEHRAN - President Mohammad Khatami ad-
dressing the opening ceremony of the first seminar of be-
nevolent women, here Saturday said that the gathering
proved potential of the Iranian women.

He said that Iranian women have proved their com-
petence despite all the historical and conceptual problems
on their way, IRNA reported.

Success of over 52 percent of female applicants at
university entrance examsis another proof, said the pres-

He said that the key to success in the great socia
drive to eradicate deprivation and render help to the
needy rests in the affection and dignified personality of
women.Stressing that justice is not a material object that
can be granted, President Khatami said the goa of the
government and the Islamic system isto establish justice

He said that to this end priority will be given to pro-
grams that lead the vulnerable class in the society to-
wards self-sufficiency rather than to a one-way, routine

Prior to president’s speech, Health Minister Dr Mo-
underlined the importance of welfare
and social security as people’ srights.

At the end of the ceremony President Khatami pre-
five caretakers of charity institutes
while model employees of
awarded by president’ s wife, Mrs. Zohreh Sadeq.

health care centers were

first MRl  cross-section
images were taken of the
unaffected side of her
body and its three-
dimensional image was de-
veloped with the help of a
computer.

In the next step, the
three-dimensional  image
was used to make an exact
duplicate of the breast us-
ing tissues from her abdo-
men. The breast was then
implanted on the damaged
side. In this method, he
said, prior to the operation
the surgeon will study all
geometrical and physical
features of the patient, by
using computers.

Dr. Seddig said that
with the help of MRI, the
patient will not be ex-
posed to radiation.

Dr. Alireza Darvish, a
professor and a computer
expert at Mazandaran
University, said this meth-
od alows surgeons to
model both soft and hard
tissues, the difference be-
ing that for hard tissues
CT images have to be used
while for soft tissues MRI
isthe method of use.

Dr. Seddiq won the
prize of top research work
from the U.S.  College of
Surgeons in 1996.

The prominent Iranian
doctor in addition to the
said prize, has so far re-
ceived several awards
from world medical in-
stitutes and centers.

cussed Afghan and Kosovo
crises, developments in the
Middle East region and Iran-
EU relations.

Spanish Foreign Minister
Abd Matutes told Nateg-
Nouri on Friday that his
country was determined to
expand and consolidate ties
with Iran.

Voicing Spain's interest
in making joint investments
with Iran in major projects,
Matutes said he was plan-
ning to visit Tehran early
next year to explore avenues
to boost ties with Tehran and
to hold talks with Iranian of-
ficials.

He added that Spain was
interested in an active pres-
ence in the Central Asian
markets through Iran.

Nateg-Nouri  said the
two countries' potential and
capabilities compel them to
further consolidate their re-
|ations.Meanwhile, on Fri-
day evening, Nateg-Nouri
and Trio signed a letter of
understanding stressing con-
solidation and strengthening
of ties.

According to the letter,
talks will continue in future
for signing of a Tehran-
Madrid cooperation agree-
ment. the letter further sup-
ported formation of a parlia-
mentary friendship group in
future.

The parliament speaker
also visited the historica
sites of the Islamic civiliza-
tion in the two cities of Gra-
nada and Cordoba Friday
evening.

The Iranian Parliament
speaker on Saturday briefed
the Spanish mass media on
Iran’s stands towards the lat-
est regional and international
developments.

On critical situation in

S Tallban attacks

said the IRGC fifth Nasr di-
vision responded to the Tal-
iban’s aggression, adding
the areais currently calm.

He said the Iranian
armed forces are on aert to
deal with any Taliban border
provocation in eastern Iran.

Meanwhile,  following
the pressure by international
community on Taiban and
the goodwill efforts by an
Afghan national, another
five Iranian truck drivers
were released by Taliban mi-
litia Friday evening after 15
months of captivity.

The Foreign Ministry
spokesman, Mahmoud Mo-
hammadi, said that Iran wel-
comes any initiative to re-
lease all Iranian captives
held by the Taliban.

He expressed the hope
that the remaining captives
will return home soon.

An Afghan national,
who is making outstanding
efforts to secure the release
of the Iranian captivesin Af-
ghanistan, has set forth pro-
posals which are worth con-
sidering, he added.

Mohammadi stressed
that if al lranian captives
are released, bodies of those
martyred by Taliban are re-
turned, those responsible for
massacre of Iranian na
tionals are identified and
punished and the Taliban ex-
tend an apology for their
bloody crimes, the proposals
of the Afghan national will
be considered.

Afghanistan, he said that the
Islamic Republic of Iran con-
siders the government of

President Burhaneddin
Rabbani as the legal Afghan
government.

On the deployment of
Iranian military forces along
the border with the war-torn
Afghanistan, he said that the
forces have been dispatched
to the region to safeguard the
country’ s national security.

On Tehran-1slamabad re-
lations, he noted that Paki-
stan is an Islamic country
and a friend of Iran, but it
has not taken an appropriate
stand towards Taliban, he
added.

Answering a question on
Iran’s role in settlement of
SyriaTurkey dispute, he
said that the Islamic Re
public of Iran, as the current
chairman of the Organiza-
tion of the Islamic Confer-
enceismaking great efforts
to mediate between the two
countries in order to ease
the existing tension.

Referring to status of re-
ligious minoritiesin Iran, the
speaker stressed that al re-
ligious minorities living in
Iran enjoy full freedom.

Turning to relations be-
tween Iran and the European
Union, he said that the Is-
lamic  Republic  enjoys
friendly relations with the
EU.

On Tehran-Madrid bi-
lateral cooperation, Nateg-
Nouri said that the two coun-
tries are determined to fur-
ther expand bilatera re-
lations.

The Magjlis speaker and
his delegation returned home
Sunday morning at the end
of a seven-day visit to two
European countries of Italy
and Spain.

In another development,
the U.N. specia envoy on
Afghanistan Lakhdar Bra
himi said here on Thursday
that the international com-
munity supports Iranian de-
mands relating to the Tal-
iban and Afghanistan.

Brahimi made the re-
mark in a press conference
on the last day of his visit to
Tehran before departing for
Pakistan.

Referring to Iran and Pa-
kisan as two important
countries in the region, Bra-
himi said that cooperation
between Iran and Pekistan
can help put an end to the
ongoing crisis in Af-
ghanistan.

Brahimi further told re-
porters that on behalf of the
U.N. Secretary General Kofi
Annan, he would tell the
Taliban that the Afghan na-
tion has suffered enough and
its plight deserves specid at-
tention.

Brahimi  further re-
iterated the prevailing belief
that Afghan peace is pos
sible only through establish-
ment of a broad-based gov-
ernment in the country.

On Tdiban's request
from him to pay an officia
visit to Afghanistan, Bra
himi said that no agreement
has yet been reached on the
matter due to security prob-
lems in the country, adding
that he would hold talks
with the Taiban in Is
lamabad.

Tehran Intl. Trade
Fair concludes work

TEHRAN - The 24th
Tehran International Trade
Fair concluded here Friday
evening by awarding medals
and plague of appreciation
to a number of domestic and
foreign pavilions.

Addressing the con-
cluding ceremony, Deputy
Commerce Minister for ex-
ports affairs, Mojtaba Khos-
rowtaj said that participation
of 74 countries and 30
commercial delegations from
throughout the world in Teh-
ran trade fair has been un-
precedented since 1979.

In a bid to promote fair
and exhibition-related activ-
ities, a bill will be presented
to the Majlis in the near fu-
ture, he added.

On achievements of the
24th trade fair, the Minister
of Industries Gholamreza
Shafel said that a large num-
ber of Iranian companies

have so far received inter-
national  standard  certif-
icates.

He added that by re-
ceiving such certificates, the
Iranian companies will be
able to offer their productsin
foreign countries and thus
help promote non-oil ex-
ports.

Referring to the coun-
try’s great potentias in dif-
ferent sectors, the minister
noted that the Islamic Re-
public produces a variety of
raw materials.

Shafei stressed that the
increase in number of coun-
tries attending this year’ sfair
compared to last year in-
dicate that Iran is enjoying
an international importance.

Foreign Ministry
spokesman:

N0 new
ruling on
German

DUSINESIMaN

TEHRAN- Spokesman
of Iran’s Foreign Ministry
Mahmoud  Mohammadi
said here Saturday that de-
spite unconfirmed reports
in a number of news
papers, no new ruling had
been issued in dealing
with German businessman
Helmut Hofer.

He said the court of
first instance had given
him a death sentence
against which Hofer had
appedled and which was
subsequently  forwarded
to the Supreme Court of
Iran earlier on, IRNA re-
ported.

Mohammadi said after
Hofer’ s appeal's against the
ruling of the court of first
instance his case had been
sent to another court for
routine examination of any
possible errors which, he
said, isthe usual practice
for proceedings before
they get to the Supreme
Court.

He said both Hofer and
his lawyer are informed
about the procedure fol-
lowed for his case, and
added that no new ruling
had been issued by the
prosecution at the present
level.

Hofer, 57, has been
sentenced to death by the
court of first instance for
illegitimate relations with
aMuslim woman.

UK minister:

| Nncrease in Japan’ s oil
Import from lran

TEHRAN - Japan imported an average of 605,000 barrels of Iranian il

per day in August, showing a 86-percent increase compared to the figure of
the same month last year.

The rise of Iran’s oil export to Japan comes as Iran’s import from that
country has remained the same as that of |ast year.

According to the London-based magazine Global Markets, during August
Japan has imported crude oil at an average rate of 4.42 million bpd which is
one percent less than the figure in August last year.

While Japan has risen import of Iran’s oil in August, it has decreased
crude import from Saudi Arabiaand UAE two main oil suppliers of Japan.

Kharraz back from peace mission

Pogtive igns seen
rom Syria, Turkey

TEHRAN - Foreign Minister Kamal Kharrazi returned
home Friday night at the end of his mission to Syria and
Turkey to find a political solution to the current rift be-

tween the two countries.

Upon arrival at Tehran's Mehrabad International Air-
port, Kharrazi told IRNA that his visit to Syria and Turkey
took place at the initiative of President Mohammad Kha-
tami--chairman of the Organization of Islamic Conference
(OIC)--to hear viewpoints of both the countries.

Kharrazi said that based on viewpoints of Turkish and
Syrian officials and following consultations with President
Khatami, Iran will relay these viewpoints to Damascus and

Ankara.

He added that both countries have welcomed initiative
to ease the present tension, said the Iranian foreign min-
ister, adding that positive signs are now visible.

However, he stated, there is a difficult path ahead in or-
der to arrive at a settlement to solve the current crisis be-
tween Syria and Ankara. “Time is needed to achieve a re-

sult,” he added.

He expressed the hope that the rift between the two
Muslim neighboring countries will be eased because, “the
entire Islamic world is concerned about the present situa-

tion.”

Kharrazi reiterated that all Muslim countries should
make effort to help solve the crisis through peaceful means
because, he said, only enemies of Islam will benefit from

the situation.

Kharrazi said that Iran will continue its efforts and con-
tacts for the settlement of the crisis.

Commander:

Forces in Zulfagar-2 maneuver

ready for command

BIRJAND, Khorasan -
A military commander tak-
ing part in ‘ Zulfagar-2' ma-
neuvers said here Friday
that last stages of the mil-
itary war games have been

conducted, adding that
forces in the operational
theater are awaiting order

Caspian pipelines must be commercially baged

TEHRAN - British Foreign Office Minister Joyce Quin says
that the exploration of Caspian oil and gas presents great tech-
nica challenges that are compounded by substantia geo-

graphical and political problems.

Inaslight against U.S. palicy of trying to exclude Iran from
the development of the Caspian’s energy reserves, she told an
international oil conference in Kazakhstan Wednesday that the
sheer scale and cost of the task was beyond anyone government
or firm, IRNA reported from London.

“The exploration, development and export of oil and gas
from the region requires above all a common effort by the in-
dependent states of the region and the energy companies, sup-
ported by neighboring countries and by interested countries,”
Quin said. She also made an indirect criticism of Washington’s
hostility towards Iran being used as an export route, saying that
pipeline decisions were “largely for the companies concerned”
and must be “commercialy viable. " The British government be-
lieves strongly in the development of multiple pipelines, the

minister with special responsibility for

Europe and Centra

Asia said.At the conference, U.S. oil major Mobil made a direct
attack on the U.S. stance against Iran, saying that Washington's
reluctance to do business with Tehran was “doing more harm

than good.”

of the army’s chief com-
mand to launch the ma-
neuvers. Speaking after Fri-
day congregational prayers
here, Colonel Mohammad
Hassan Mohammadi said
that units of the ground, na-
val and air forces will dis-
play their potential in the
course of the maneuvers,
IRNA reported.

He pointed to the de-
ployment of 200,000 forces
and armored support units
in the operational theater
within 72 hours as un-
precedented features of the
maneuvers.

He said that forces de-
ployed in the region are in
full readiness to give a de-
cisive response to any ag-
gression of the enemy

The army officer also
thanked the residents and
the executive officials of
eastern border areas for
cooperating with the mil-
itary forces.

Colonel  Mohammadi
said that military forces sta-
tioned in Birjand border ar-
eas are deployed as support
forces for operationa units
in Zulfagar-2 maneuvers.

Wide scope for Greece-lran cooperation
In defence industries

TEHRAN - Gholam-Ali
Kiyani, the managing di-
rector of Iran’s Defence In-
dustries Organization (DIO)
expressed satisfaction over
the participation of Iranin the
“Defendory 98" arms exhibi-
tion which ended in Athens
Saturday.

In an interview with
IRNA, Kiyani noted that it
was the second participation
by the Idamic Republic of
Iran in the biannua Def-
endory which opened last
Tuesday in Piraeus, near Ath-
ens.

In the previous participa
tion two years ago, the Ira
nian stand only displayed
brochures and it was the first
time tha DIO displayed
equipment in Defendory.

Kiyani, who led a 14-
member Iranian delegation to
the exhibition, said that he
held talks and negotiations
with tens of delegations from
other countries.

Iran also signed a number
of dedls with some com-
panies.

“Although the volume
and value of the deals may
not be very high but the im-
portant thing is that we have
established contact with the
parties,” he said.

Noting that Western as
well as East European coun-
tries took part in the exhibi-
tion, Kiyani said “since Iran
has good relations with
Greece both on the economic
and political level, our par-
ticipation would be useful for
Iran.”

ETTELAAT ONTHE INTERNET

http://www .ettel aat.com

Besides getting a first-
hand information on the de-
fence industries of other
countries, “it was aso an op-
portunity to display our own
products,” he said.

There were 29 officia na-
tiond participation in the
“10th International Special-
ized Exhibition of Conven-
tiona Systems for National
Defence on Land, Sea and
Air Defendory 98.”

U.S, Russia and Ger-
many were among the coun-
tries with officia participa
tion.

88 government and
armed forces delegations
were invited to the exhibition
organized under the auspices
of the Greek Defence Min-
istry.

Kiyani said because Ira-
nian products are of high
quaity and price worthy,
more and more buyers are in-
terested in Iranian defence
products.

The Iranian stand exhibit-
ed some el ectronic equipment
and different kinds of rock-
ets, and dso gave in-

formation about the ca
pabilities on overhaul and
maintenance of Iran’s Avia
tion Industries Organisation.

DIO, with haf a century
of experience, in the pro-
duction of military equip-
ment, is the most experienced
organization of this filed in
Iran and even in the Middle
East.

The range of DIO’s pro-
duction activities include dif-
ferent groups in the fields of
ammunition, missiles, ve-
hicles and equipment, me-
chanics, communications,
chemicals and marine.

Kiyani said DIO wasin a
position to supply the defence
needs of other countries, but
only after the approval of the
Iranian government.

He sad he held “very
useful” talks with Greek De-
fence Minister Akis Tso-
hatzopoulos on cooperation
between Greek and Iranian
defence companies.

He added that there was
“wide scope for cooperation
between the defence in-
dustries of Greece and Iran.”
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