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Roof Connection * Structural Engineering Services
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* Compliance with L.A. City |* Civil Engineering Services
Retrofit Ordinance * Find Inspection & Certificate of
Occupancy

* Building Code Consulting
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lran first major trade partner

of UAE in 1996

TEHRAN - Iran was the first mgjor trade partner of UAE in the world of
Islam in 1996 as volume of trade between the two countries surmounted Dlirs
1.4 billion. Sharjah Chamber of Commerce announced on Tuesday that value of
UAE exports to Iran stood at DIrs 1.080 billion and that of its imports at about

DIrs 330 million in 1996.

Saudi Arabia and Indonesia followed Iran in the list of major
ners to UAE in 1996, said the report, adding that volume of the country’s trade
with 54 Muslim countries stood at DIrs 7.78 billion in the year. Iran was second
major partner of UAE with respect to other Muslim states last year. Volume of
Sharjah exports and imports to and from Iran stood at DIrs 47 million and DIrs
25.3 million respectively in 1997.

Iran was the first major trade partners of Dubai and Sharjah over recent

years for re-export of goods.
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Peoyle'spartication key fo meeing frget

TEHRAN- President
Mohammad Khatami here
Tuesday said that true par-
ticipation of people is the
key to redization of polit-
ical, social and economic ob-
jectives.

To this end, he told the
inaugural session of the sem-
inar on Third Development
Plan, the government is plan-
ning to put into practice the
idea of councils on the an-
niversary of the victory of
the Islamic Revolution (Feb-
ruary 1-10), IRNA reported.

He underlined true par-
ticipation of people as rec-

ognition of their rights to
determine their own fate, to
an honorable life and to
freedom of expression, add-
ing that people themselves
should safeguard their rights
and demand them.

Stressing that people
cannot be instructed to think
al the same, the president
said in the process of polit-
ical, social and cultural de-
velopments, people should
be approached and instructed
within the framework of the
law.

He underlined the need
for  considering various

University students stage rally
Infront of Tehran University

TEHRAN - University
students members of the Ba-
sij (volunteer forces) staged
arally at the eastern gate of
Tehran University on Tues
day.
About 1,000 students
who took part in the raly
caled for solidarity, up-
holding the law and par-
ticipation in the election of
Assembly of Experts, free-
dom of the press and un-
veiling the designs of con-
spiracy in cultural ground,
IRNA reported.

A student addressing the
raly said appointing the
Leader and looking over af-
fairs of the leadership are the
two major duties of the As-
sembly of Experts and called
on all political wings to take
part in the (October 23) elec-
tions.

The students issued a
resolution saying Velayat-e-

Fagih (guardianship of re-
ligious jurisprudent) is the
reminiscent of the late Imam
Khomeini and the pillar of
the Islamic Republic of Iran.

They called for massive
turnout in the elections of
the Experts Assembly.

The resolution said free-
dom is a blessing from the
Almighty and the great
achievement of the Islamic
Revolution stipulated in the
Congtitution of the Islamic
Republic of Iran.

They deplored the abuse
of freedom by opportunist
and suspicious elements in
the press (who embarked on
wilful provocation of the
public.)

The students supported
freedom of the press and
journalism within the frame-
work of press laws and with-
in accepted norms of ju-
risdiction.

Tunisiacallsfor expansion of
tieswith Iran

TEHRAN - Visiting Tu-
nisian Minister of Social Af-
fairs Chedli Neffati in a
meeting here Tuesday with
President Mohammad Kha-
tami handed over a message
from President Zine al-
Abidine ben Ali of Tunisia.

At the meeting President
Khatami expressed satisfac-
tion over promotion of the
two countries' bilateral re-
lations and called for further
broadening of dl-out re-
lations, IRNA reported.

Khatami then praised the
Tunisians for their endeavors
to further introduce and ex-
pand the Islamic civilization
and termed Tunisia as one
of the cradles of the Islamic
civilization in West Africa.

Referring to the history
of the two countries, the Ira-
nian president opined that
the Irano-Tunisan com-
monalities in the padt,
present and future have
brought the two nations
more closer to each other.

Neffati on his part em-
phasizing expansion of the
bilateral  relations, termed
his visit to the Idamic Re-
public of Iran as a stride to-
wards further promotion of
ties between Tunis and Teh-
ran.

Praising President Kha
tami’s views which have at-

tracted the attention of many
nations, he added that “Kha-
tami’sviews as an historical
event have influenced may
nations.”

In the meeting, the Tu-
nisian minister stated that the
president of Tunisiais fully
determined to further expand
relations with the Idamic
Republic of Iran.

viewpoints to reach ob-
jectives, adding that ex-
ecutive officias of the coun-
try should  benefit from
viewpoints of scholars for
the country’ s development.

President Khatami said
that in the absence of parties,
some ingtitutions  which
should have national ob-
jectives adopt party-like
agenda and therefore, na-
tional resources are spent for
group objectives.

He said that establish-
ment of socia justice, har-
mony among the three
branches of government and
ensuring security for peo-
ple's presence in all arenas
are prerequisites for re-
alization of security.

President Khatami said
that taking into consideration
various socia, cultural and
political issues as well as
public demands during the
compilation of the Third
Five-Year Economic De

velopment Plan (2000-
2004) is a must for success
of the plan.

He aso highlighted the
importance of cutting de-
pendence on oil revenues,
amendment of the tax sys
tem, expansion of research
and investment in new pro-
jects.

During the three-day
seminar, 68 out of 450 es
says sent to the secretariat
will be presented.

Minister:

hangiri here on Tuesday.

in cooperation with China.

Iran

Iran gives priority to
relations with China

TEHRAN - Expansion of political and economic re-
lations with Chinais focal point of stress by Iranian of-
ficials, said Mines and Metals Minister Eshagq Ja-

Jahangiri said in ceremonies, where Iran and China
signed a memorandum of understanding for coop-
eration in the non-ferrous metals sector, that con-
sidering China's expertise in the area of non- ferrous
metals Iran welcomes expansion of cooperation in the
areawith the country, IRNA reported.

He said that Iran gives priority in its relations with
Chinato the country’ s investment.

He added that about 86,000 tons would be added to
country’s copper production capacity once the copper
plant of Khatunabad in Kerman Province is fully built

Jahangiri said that Chinese companies are required
to get fully ready and equipped in order to contribute to
the implementation of the joint venture projects with

Meanwhile, deputy Minister of Mines and Metals
minister for Mines and Operation Affairs Ja far Sergini
said the agreements signed with China envisage imple-
mentation of 10 more projects.

Iran and China are ready to extract gold from Takab
reserves and their companies have started talks on the
issue, said Serqini, adding that the countries are also to
cooperate in implementation of the copper production
project in Sungun of Ahar (East Azarbaijan Province)
and zinc melting in Bafg (Hormuzgan Province).

Chinese Deputy Metallurgy Minister Kang Yi said
that Iran has taken giant strides for development of its
economy after triumph of its Islamic Revolution.

Iran and China have implemented seven projects
over recent years, said Kang Yi, adding that the two
countries are busy implementing four projects and have
agreed on implementation of 12 projects.

| ranian construction firms

exploring prospects of

TEHRAN - Severa Ira-
nian contracting and con-
struction companies are ex-
ploring the prospect of
securing more and more con-
struction projects in  Saudi
Arabia, reported Saudi daily
“Arab News.”

The  English-language
paper said the Iranian com-
panies intensified their ef-
forts during the 10th inter-
national exhibition  for
building materials and archi-
tectural technologies which
concluded in Riyadh last Fri-
day, IRNA reported from
Athens.

Around 300 local and in-
ternational companies and
firms took part in the exhibi-
tion.

Iran was second after Ita-

Woman juclge appointed High
Court's as3stant public prosecutor

TEHRAN - Head of the Judiciary Ayatollah Mohammad
Yazdi on Tuesday appointed Akram Pourang-Nia as an assist-
ant public prosecutor of the Supreme Court.

The appointment came on the occasion of the birth an-
niversary of Hazrat Fatemeh Zahra (a.s.), the noble daughter
of Prophet Mohammad (peace be upon him), IRNA reported.

Public relations office of the judiciary reported that Pou-
rang-Nia serves in the capacities of ajudge, advisor to the ad-
ministrative justice department and deputy head of women’'s

affairs office at the judiciary.

She is the second woman to serve as assistant public pros-

ecutor in the High Couirt.

Culture, hi_gher edycatiqn minister: _
Muslim scientists must raise

academic cooperation

TEHRAN - Human resources of Muslim countries are more
vauable than their underground assets and sound planning for
education of the young generation can prevent waste of prop-
erties and underground sources, said Minister of Culture and

Higher Education Mostafa Moein.

Moein told members of the federation of Muslim countries
engineering institutions that export of raw materials and import
of machinery would intensify Muslims dependence. He said
that balanced and durable development is only possible through
reliance on training of the efficient workforce.

Underlining the need for expansion of cooperation among
Muslim countries universities, Moein called on Muslim sci-
entists to make optimum use of their capabilities to raise coop-
eration among Muslim universities.

ly in terms of the number of
foreign companies which
took part in the exhibition
with 25 Italian and 22 Iranian
companies, noted the paper
quoting a report from the in-
ternational Arab paper “Al-
Sharg a-Awsat.”

A 59-member Iranian del-
egation headed by Hassan
Tizmaghz, advisor & the Ira-
nian Housing and Urban De-
velopment  Ministry, was
made up of several prom-
inent lranian businessmen
and officials from construc-
tion companies.

The report in the Saudi
paper quoted Tizmaghz say-
ing that Iran’s  participation
in the Riyadh fair was aland-

Ebtekar:

Pollution,
M3 or calse
of ciSRASRS

TEHRAN - Head of the
Environmental Protection
Organization Ms. Masoumeh
Ebtekar said that 40 percent
of diseases are caused by en-
vironmental pollution.

Addressing the students
and teaching staff of Fat-
emiyeh Medical Sciences
University of Qom, she un-
derlined the need to find an
urgent solution to the prob-
lem. Women are more vul-
nerable than men to de
structive effect of
environmental pollutants,
she stated. Ms. Ebtekar fur-
ther called for closer coop-
eration between medical sci-
ences centers and the
environmental protection or-
ganization. Lauding the
trend of activities in the uni-
versity which is for girls, she
said that such activities are
proof of women's ca
pabilitiesin various fields.

contracts

mark in further boosting bi-
lateral relations with Saudi
Arabia

Iranian companies dis-
played many products in-
cluding cement, ceramics and
equipment for manufacturing
cement besides various ser-
vices including consultations
in engineering and archi-
tecture.

Representatives of Ira
nian companies held taks
with around 350 Saudi busi-
nessmen and investors.

Iranian  representatives
expressed their readiness to
undertake construction work
of projects like mosques, res-
idential unitsand villas.

“We have sufficient tech-
nology, expertise, cheap la
bor and materials of superior
qudity for undertaking any
construction projects in Saudi
Arabia,” Tizmaghz said.

Mailis vice-speaker:

[ran hopes for extensive Int

TEHRAN Vice-
Speaker of lranian Parlia-
ment Hassan Rowhani said
on Tuesday if the diplomatic
drive to resolve Iran’s prob-
lem with Afghanistan fails,
the Islamic Republic would
consider other means.

In a meeting with British
Charge d Affaires to Iran
Nicholas W. Browne, Ro-
whani said Iran believes that
an intensified international
effort on Afghanistan will re-
duce the possibility of mil-
itary confrontations, IRNA
reported.

He said Iran, in light of
the British presidency of the
United Nations Security
Council, hopes for extensive
efforts on the issue of Af-
ghanistan.

On dialog amongst civ-
ilizations, Rowhani said the
Islamic Republic of Iran
views as constructive any di-
aogs amongst the thinkers
from various civilizations.

He further stressed the
Iranian belief that the two
civilizations of Islam and
West are both impossible-to-
ignore realties.

On Tehran-London trade
relations, Rowhani called for
changing the current imbal-
ance in the bilateral trade.

He aso welcomed the
British diplomat’s sugges-
tion to develop palia
mentary relations between
Iran and Britain.

Rowhani said the state-
ments of the British officids
on respecting the Islamic
culture and dissociating from
the content of Salman Rush-
die' s book served to promote
bilateral relations.

Browne said Britain is
keen to have extensive coop-
eration with the Islamic Re-
public of Iran in various ar-
eas including campaign
against drugs and on refugee
and other regional issues.

In another development,
Iran’s Deputy Foreign Min-
ister for Asia and Pacific Af-

fairs, Mohsen Aminzadeh
told the press on Tuesday,
“we will not oppose tangible
outcome of the talks between
the U.N. special envoy,
Lakhdar Brahimi and Tal-
iban group as long as the re-
sults of the negotiations fall
within the stipulations of
U.N. Security Council.”

Aminzadeh added, “ how-
ever, if the talks between the
U.N. special envoy and Tal-
iban groups fail, the United
Nations will have to study
the feasibility of imposing
punishment on them.”

“All in al, we are op-

Foreign minister:

Ankara-Damascus

‘lran Baakeri’ joins

shipping fleet

timistic that Brahimi suc-
ceeds in his current under-
taking so that a real peace
could prevail, the thing
which isin the interest of not
only the people of Af-
ghanistan but aso of the
countries in the region,”
highlighted Aminzadeh.

In an answer to a ques-
tion on the dispatch of a
Taliban representative to
Tehran, Aminzadeh said,
“no Taliban representative
has so far been sent to Teh-
ran. However, Iran would
not mind if such a repre-
sentative were to come to

tension cooling off

TEHRAN - Iran’s For-

eign  Minister, Kamal
Kharrazi referring to
President Mohammad
Khatami’s message to

Turkey’s President Suley-
man Demirel and Syrian
President Hafez Assad
said here Tuesday night,
“Cairo-Tehran endeavors
is bearing fruit in getting
the two nations, Turkey
and Syria to show flex-
ibility.”

He added that the mes-
sage is getting both An-
kara and Damascus to see
eye-to eye in order to
peacefully defuse the cur-
rent crisis through nego-
tiation and that the heat
of tension is cooling off,”
IRNA reported.

The Iranian foreign
minister underlined that
Tehran would continue its
efforts to see the materi-
alization of the direct ex-
change of views between
Turkey and Syria as two
members of the fifty-five

Guardians Council
announces criteriafor
selecting candidates

TEHRAN - The
Spokesman for the Council
of Guardians, Ayatollah
Mohammad Emami Ka-
shani elaborated on the
council’s criteria for con-
firmation or rejection of el-
igibility of the candidates
for the Experts Assembly
elections, slated for Oc-
tober 23.

Speaking in a question
and answer session with
students of Tehran Uni-
versity, Ayatollah Emami
Kashani said that the most
important criteria are re-
ligious reputation and mo-
ral credibility, having po-
litical and social insight
and up-to-date knowledge
on developments, loyalty to
Islamic Republic and hav-
ing no record of political
and social misbehavior.

Stressing that the pro-
cess has not changed since
the previous two terms,
Ayatollah Emami Kashani
said the candidates should
have academic record or
works. Otherwise, they
should sit for an exam

which, he said, by no
means is a sign of humilia-
tion.

On clams that the
Guardians  Council has
made judgments on the ba-
sis of factional preferences,
the spokesman said when
the council starts its in-
vestigations it works only
according to the law with
no consideration for any
group.

The same holds true for
the exams, he said, adding
that if the number of those
who successfully passed
the exams in one group ex-
ceeds that of another group,
it has nothing to do with
the Guardians Council.

He also rejected claims
on lack of enthusiasm by
the people to participate in
the Experts Assembly elec-
tions due to the excessive
severe attitude practiced by
the council and said the
Guardians Council only ful-
filled its duty and pre-
vented unqualified people
from running for the elec-
tions.

nation Organization of
the Islamic Conference
(O1C).

President Khatami as
the chairman of the OIC
sent a message to his
counterpart Demirel
through the Iranian Am-

bassador to  Turkey,
Hussein  Lavasani on
Tuesday.

The public relations
office of the Turkish
presidential  department

said nothing about the
contents of the message,
but it is said that the mes-
sage referred to Turkey-
Syriacurrent crisis.

New remarks by the
senior Turkish officials
have shown that they are
hopeful of defusing An-
kara-Damascus crisis
through mediation efforts
of Tehran and Cairo.

BANDAR ABBAS- The ship ‘Iran Baakeri’ joined Iran’s shipping fleet in
aceremony held at Martyr Rajaie port, in south of Iran, on Tuesday.

The ship has been named after a commander of the Islamic Revolution's
Guards Corps, Major Genera Mehdi Baakeri, who was martyred during the
Irag-Iran war, IRNA reported. The 30-million-dollar ship is the third of the six
ships ordered by Iran from South Korea. It is 168.46 meters long and 26 meters
wide with an 11,640 horsepower engine. It can reach speeds of up to 16.5 nau-
tical miles and has a cargo capacity of 22,621 tons. Managing Director of the
Isdamic Republic of Iran Shipping Lines (IRISL) Ahad Mohammadi said here
on Tuesday that South Korea is due to deliver to Iran three more ships of the
sametypeby theyear end (March 20, 1999). Mohammdi said that an order for
five similar ships have also been placed with China

efforts on Afghanistan

Tehran to discuss about the
release of the Iranians held
as captives by Taliban
group.”

“Taliban attitude has
changed compared to the
past as the consequence of
the United Nations pressure
and the powerful presence
of lran's armed forces at
the eastern border to guar-

antee Iran’s  territorial in-
tegrity, independence and
border security,” stated

Iranian deputy foreign min-
ister.

The Iranian deputy for-
eign minister stressed that
“the formation of a broad-
based government em-
bracing al Afghan groups
and factions, the halt in
ethnic cleansing, genocide,
insurgency and drug pro-
duction in Afghanistan and
trafficking it through Iran

are the issues of great sig-

nificance in the stability of
regional security.”

Lakhdar Brahimi, the
United Nations special en-
voy to Afghanistan has
been holding rounds of ne-
gotiations for the imple-
mentation of the United
Nations Security Council
stipulations and the 6+2
resolutions in Islamabad
for the past six days. He is
to leaving for Qandahar
Afghanistan. Brahimi was
in Tehran to talk to the Ira-
nian officials here last
week.

The 6+2 session was
held on the fringe of the
53rd General Assembly last
month in order to defuse
the Afghanistan crisis. The
participating countries were
the United States, Russia,
China, Pakistan, Iran, Uz-
bekistan, Tajikistan, and
Turkmenistan.

Oldest Iranian man l1ves
InHashtrouo

TEHRAN - The oldest man in Iran, 126 years of age,
lives in Hashtroud in East Azarbaijan Province, the pro-
vincial state registration department reported.

The man, Abbas-Ali Edalat Shalvand, married three
times and has six sons, 4 daughters, 68 grandchildren, 26
great grandchildren and 2 great great grandchildren.

He dtill remembers some major events of the Iranian
history such as the attempt on the life of Nassereddin
Shah of Qgjar dynasty and ‘ Shahsavans attack on Qar-

adagh.

He says after the attack, drought hit the area and fol-
lowing the subsequent spread of cholera, out of 300
households residing in the town of ‘Sareskand’, only 20

survived.

Edalat believes that his firm belief in Almighty God,
hard work, help to the needy, physical exercise, care for
his health and light meals are reasons behind his long

life.

Hashtroud is situated between Miyaneh and Tabriz in

East Azarbaijan Province.

Price, technical features, reasons
for purchasing Topolov planes

TEHRAN - The con-
tinuation of the negotiation
between Iran and Russia on
manufacturing Topolov pas-
senger airplanesin lran, re-
quires Russian flexibility on
the price, said the Director
General of Iran’s Aviation
Industries Company (IAIC)
Rasoul Golestane.

Hetold IRNA, “athough

|ran’snon-oil exports up 40 pc in volume

ISFAHAN - Iran’s non-
oil exports increased by 40
percent in volume in the first
half of the current Iranian
year (started March 21)
compared to that of the same
period last year, said the
head of Export Promotion
Center of Iran, Mojtaba
Khosro-Taj, here Tuesday.

Speaking a the in-
auguration ceremony of Is
fahan Province's first non-
oil export exhibition, he add-
ed that due to the conditions
prevailing in the inter-
nationa markets, the value
of the non-oil exports in the
said period registered a 17
percent drop, IRNA re

ported.

He added that in the pe-
riod August 23-September
22, the volume of the coun-
try’s exports increased by
117 percent compared to that
of the same period last year.

Terming the govern-
ment’s policies on non-ail
exports as  ‘successful’,

Remarkable change in processing
of Iranian pistachio

TEHRAN - Minister of
Agriculture Issa Kaantari
said that a remarkable change
in production and precise
processing of Iran’s pistachio
has been implemented in this
year's production.

The goal is to thoroughly
immunize lran’s production
from any form of possible
contamination.

The minister made his re-
marks at a meeting to the fact
finding European delegation
now in lran to study the con-
dition of pistachio production,

processing, warehouse keep-
ing, and aflatoxin test labs.

Welcoming the con-
structive suggestions of the
European del egation, the min-
ister said that due to the im-
portance of the issue, a
headquarter under supervision
of executive deputy of Pres-
idential Officeistofollow the
case meticulously.

He aso assured the Eu-
ropean delegation that ef-
fective measures  have al-
ready been taken to ensure
safe and healthy production
of lranian pistachio.

The European delegation
is expected to visit and in-
spect pistachio producing and
processing centersin Kerman,
Rafsanjan and Bandar Abbas.
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Khosro-Tg remarked, “fac-
tors impeding exports have
been identified and most of
them have been discussed in
the cabinet sessions.”

The head of the Export
Promotion Center of Iran
said that the issue of non-oil
exports have figured prom-
inently in the cabinet de-
cisions for the country’s ec-
onomic rehabilitation.

frequent rounds of nego-
tiations have been conducted
between IAIC and Topolov
company over the plans to
manufacture 100-seat pas-
senger jet plane, the two
sides have not yet finaized
any deal.”.

He added that the plane’s
technical capabilities and its
investment profitability are
the most important criteriain
Iran’s decision to accept the
plan.Referring to availability
of variety of sources for sup-
ply of aircraft parts in the
world, Golestane added that
the primary reasons for in-
vestment in plane man-
ufacturing industries in the
country, in addition to ec-
onomic considerations, is ac-
cessibility to the technology
for building modern pas-
senger planes, which, in turn
aims to supply spare parts
for the planes in operation in
the country.
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