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COMMERCIAL
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PACKING,
COLLECTIONS,

CALL FOR THE BEST RATESAND SERVICE TO
THE MIDDLE EAST.

TEL: 0181 - 818 0055
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GROWRANGE LTD.
Prospect House, 67 Boston Manor Road
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M oses & Associates
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l*l Marvin M. M oses l*l
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EARTHQUAKE ENGINEERING COMPLETE
STRENGTHENING & RETROFITTING: MUNICIPAL SERVICES
* Wood Frame Houses

* Apartment Buildings
* Commercial Buildings |BUILDING & SAFETY

* Concrete Tilt-Ups * In(;sgec}idon of EARTHQUAKE dam-
; aged Bldgs.
. (F\)’fﬂc;e, Waf%‘v";‘f’f * Expediting Complicated Bldg. Permits
anioreing W 0 * Architectural Design Services
Roof Connection * Structural Engineering Services

* Welded Steel * Custom Homes, Shopping Centers,
Moment Connection Condos, etc... ]

* Compliance with L.A. City |* Civil Engineering Services
Retrofit Ordinance * Find Inspection & Certificate of
Occupancy

* Building Code Consulting

Sl (fywapen | * Compliance with Building Dept. Viola-
bogliryiceriylied tion Orders
NSURANCICNNS |+ Conditional Use Permit
* Subdivisions, Variances. Zone Changes
* Representation in Public Hearings

SPECIALIST

16055 VENTURA BLVD., SUITE 725
ENCINO CA 91436
(818) 501 - 1028
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JAMSHID S, IRANI
ATTORNEY AT LAW
1170 BROADWAY, SUITE 510-A
NEW YORK, NEW YORK 10001
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Moyal & Moyal, North American Center
8 Finch Ave. West, Toronto, Ontario MZN 6L 1 Canada
Tel: (416) 733 - 0330
Fax: (416) 250 - 1818
e-mail: henrymoy @ idirect. com, http://web. idirect. Com/~ visacan
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Easter n Languages

P.O.Box 502 Provo, UT 84603-0502 U.S.A
Phone: (801)377-4558 Fax: (801)377-2200
http://www. easter nlanguages.com
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Iran, Kuwait underline expansion
of regional cooperation

TEHRAN - Iranian Ambassador to Kuwait Ali Jannati and Kuwaiti

Crown Prince and Prime Minister Sheikh Saad al-Abdullah as-Salim as Sa-

bah Thursday called for expansion of bilateral cooperation.
Referring to the good neighborly relations between the two countries, the ! N T E R N A T ! O N A L

Asia-Pacific interparliamentary
session meetsin China

TEHRAN - The sixth session of Asia-Pacific Interparliamentary Union
started work in southern Chinese city of Guilin Wednesday.

The theme of the five-day gathering is environment pollution and ways
of combatting the problem.

Kuwaiti crown prince expressed his country’s readiness to further expand
cooperation with Iran and voiced willingness to visit the Islamic Republic in

anear future.

He also called for bilateral cooperation in controlling and combating drug

trafficking at joint borders.

The Iranian ambassador underlined Iran’s readiness for expansion of
good relations with the Persian Gulf littoral states, Kuwait in particular.

A dialog session with Leader

Cultural ¢
Or oI

by

TEHRAN - The Leader
of the Isamic Revolution,
Ayatollah Ali  Khamenel,
here this week participated
in a didog session with a
group of women on the occa-
sion of the birth anniversary
of Hazrat Fatemeh Zahra (s),
the noble daughter of Proph-
et Mohammad (peace be
upon him)

The cordia session saw
several women active in the
cultural and political arena
including university pro-
fessors, students, journalists,
artists, physicians and some
just ordinary people express
their outlooks on various is-
sues facing the nation, IRNA
reported.

The short speeches drew
comments by the esteemed
Leader who also answered
questions posed by the audi-
ence and issued guidelines
on various subjects.

The session was opened
with recitation of some vers-
es of the Holy Quran by Ms.
Tahmasby, the memorizer of
the whole Quran, who is a
dentistry major. She was the
fifth overall amongst the stu-
dents passing the university
entrance exam in the major
thisyear.

Tehran's Az-Zahra Uni-
versity Professor Ms. Fagih
continued the session with
some poetry in admiration of
the sublime Lady of Islam,
Hazrat Fatemeh (s).

Ms. Khalesi, mother of
three martyrs of the Iragi-
imposed war, then con-
gratulated the Leader on the
birth anniversaries of Hazrat
Fatemeh (s) and the late
Imam Khomeini.

Managing the session
was Ms. Mohtashami who
also congratulated the Lead-
er on the auspicious birth an-
niversaries and  further
thanked Ayatollah Khamenei
for granting the group the
opportunity to meet with
him.

Next on the podium was
the editor-in-chief of the

magazine ‘Zan-e Rouz' (to-
day’s woman), Ms. Mehri
Savizi, who touched on the
issue of culture.

“In actuality, culture is
the group identification of a
nation,” she said, adding that
all are duty-bound to defend
the culture against assaults.

This responsibility, she
said, belongs to both the of-
ficials and the people from
all walks of life.

Ms. Savizi specialy sin-
gled out the press as having
a grave responsbility to
safeguard the nation’s val-
ues.

On the question of free-
dom of the press, Ms. Savizi
termed the freedom as a
means for the corps to carry
out itsmission.

The mission of the press
should not be reduced to ef-
forts to achieve unlimited
and unchecked freedoms,
she added.

Ms. Savizi further noted
that enemies of the Islamic
Republic have explicitly
stated that they intend to
bring down the system
through a cultural assault.

Following Ms. Savizi's
remarks, the Leader com-
mented that development of
culture can be achieved by
making a habit of promoting
and emphasizing the values
in the cultural arena and in
the press.

By the same token, the
Leader cautioned, the en-
emies seek to erode the na-
tion's values through re-
peating their counter-value
measures in the cultura are-
na.

The next speaker, writer
Fatemeh Rajabi, also fo-
cused on cultura invasion
by the enemies of the rev-
olution, stating that the en-
emies have targeted the Is-
lamic principles and
people sfaith.

They aso try to induce
the notion that the Western
civilization is in agreement
with Islamic principles.

Iran, Italy to expand
cooperation

TEHRAN- Director general of Italian Foreign Trade
Ministry and Iranian Deputy Minister of Energy for
Water and Sewage Affairs Gholam-Reza Manouchehri
in a meeting here on Wednesday  explored ways and
means of mutual cooperation in the areas of water and

sewage disposal.

Manouchehri told Italian official Sardi Demalto that
Iran is willing to exchange information and experience

with Italy in the

fields of water and sewage in-

dustries and that exchange of experts and training of
work force are among areas for having favorable coop-

eration, IRNA reported.

He said that Iran is interested to have relations and
cooperation with Italy within the framework of a mu-
tually concluded memorandum of understanding. He
expressed hope that Italy would actively contribute to
implementation of the water and sewage disposa pro-

jectsin Iran.

Italian officia for his part said that Italy is ready to
expand and cement tieswith Iran.
Italy is determined to provide Iran with necessary

credits and

the hope is that fundamental steps would

be taken for mutual cooperation, he said.

He added that transfer of technical know-how and
experiences in the areas of water and sewage industries
to Iran could be a good venue of cooperation between

Iran and Italy.

Furthermore, he said that Italy is fully ready to fi-
nance partly or totaly implementation of water and
sawage projectsin Iranian cities.

Reform of Stock
to revitaize

TEHRAN - Stock market
should play a more important
in the implementation of the
national economic plans and
reform its inefficient struc-
ture, said the Director Gener-
al of the Tehran Stock Ex-
change Ahmad Mir-Motahari
here Tuesday.

Spesking at the first ses-
sion of seminar on the Third
Five-Year Economic De-
velopment Plan, he added that
the objective of stock market
isto channel public savingsto
investment and prevent the
potential liquidity shortages
in business activities.

He added, “particular at-
tention was given to the stock
market in the second and
third development plans as an
important mechanism to sus-
tain economic growth, but de-
spite al the efforts the stock

market role in the country’s
economy is far from de
sirable.”

Mir-Motahari stated that
the stock market is func-
tioning in a traditional and
limited fashion, and it is not
responsive to the needs of the
national economy.

He sad, “the re
vitalization of the stock mar-
ket, provides the opportunity
for public participation in the
socio-economic  development
and savings will be directed
to productive investments,”
adding, that the limited re-
forms in the stock market will
not be able to attract public
savings.

The stock market officia
said that, currently most of
the transactions in the market
teke place among a limited
number of people.
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tourism.

The third approach by
the enemies is promoting
secularism in the society, she
added.

She further referred to
the feminism promoted by
the West as atheistic and
stemming from the phi-
losophy of humanism.

The next speaker was a
Chinese student studying
Persian literature in Tehran
University. Ms. Somayeh
Avari, arecent convert to |s-
lam, expressed appreciation
for the opportunity presented
to her in Iran to expand her
knowledge of the religion.

Ayatollah Khamenei
commended Ms. Avari for
her command of the Farsi
language, and wished her
success in enhancing her
knowledge of Islam and the
Farsi language.

The next spesker Ba
hareh Ranjbaran, daughter of
a martyr of the Iragi-
imposed war, spoke of some
Islamic values including Is-
lamic dress code for wom-
en's hejab.

She criticized the West
for not allowing their cit-
izens the liberty to observe

hejab.
Another daughter of a
martyr, Fakhri  Allahyari,

asked the Leader to explain
how to achieve ‘ekhlas
(spiritua purification).

The Leader stated that
ekhlas is achievable through
foregoing selfishness and
material motives for noble
spiritual objectives.

This, he said, like many
other things needs per-
sistence and practice.

Responding to the ques-
tion by a student on how to
read and  understand the
Holy Quran, Ayatollah Kha
menel remarked that the

Holy Quran is rich with deep

evelopment can be achieved
oting, emphasizing va

UES

ideas. To fully grasp the con-
tents, he added, one should
read, pause and ponder the
meanings very carefully and
patiently.

The same student asked
the Leader to give guidelines
on criteria  for choosing a
spouse.

Ayatollah Khamenei said
that in choosing a husband
or awife, one should not at-
tach importance to wealth,
connection to a prominent
family or just superficial
beauties.

Of course, the Leader
added, there should be an at-
traction between the two
which would serve as afoun-
dation for an emotional  at-
tachment throughout their
common life.

The next speaker, med-
ical student Atefeh Mi-
vehchi, asked the Leader for
guidelines on political activ-
ities by university students.

Ayatollah Khamenei
stated that students should
not be indifferent towards
issues pertaining to their so-
Cieties.

For instance, the Leader
asked, how can they be in-
different towards pres-
idential elections or prob-
lems caused for the country
by arrogant powers?

Students  should care
about and ponder the issues
and subsequently adopt po-
sitions on them. For in-
stance, they should have a
stance  towards the Pal-
estinian issue, about what
happened in Bosnia-
Herzegovina or Europe's ap-
proach to Islamic hejab, the
Leader remarked.

Ayatollah Khamenei
however cautioned against
entering political  activities
with motives other than
learning the truth.

Parliament
approves
amendment
to budget
law

TEHRAN - The Magj-
lis (parliament) in its
open session Wednesday
continued  deliberations
over the bill on amending
the state budget law for
the current Iranian cal-
endar year (began March
21).

During the session,
the representatives ap-
proved the substitute mo-
tion proposed by the in-
dustries and  mines
commission of the Majlis
which will replace the
bill proposed by the gov-
ernment.

The Majlis on Tues
day approved outlines of
the amendment bill but
the details failed to re-
celve the majority ap-
proval.

According to the mo-
tion approved Wednes
day morning, the total
budget deficit for the cur-
rent year is estimated at
Rls 17,900 billion which
is decided to be com-
pensated through savings
by government com-
panies, advance sale of
oil, borrowing from the
banking system and sell-
ing Hajj applications in
advance.

According to the ap-
prova Rls 2,000 billionis
stipulated to be collected
from savings in govern-
ment expenditures, RIs
5,500 billion from ad-
vance oil sales and for-
eign borrowing, 2,000
billion through selling
bonds, RIs 6,000 billion
through borrowing from
the banking system and
Rls 2,400 billion from ad-
vance sdle of Hajj ap-
plications.
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President:

The gathering will also focus on impact of environmental problems on

The group first met in 1993 in Seoul, at the initiative of South Korea. The
subsequent gatherings have been held in one of the regional countries every
year including Thailand, Malaysia, New Zealand and South Korea.

Delegations from 45 countries including two representative of the Ira-
nian Mgjlis are participating in the meeting.

~ Unity, hard work
prerequisites for progress

TEHRAN - President
Mohammad Khatami on
Wednesday said “the coun-
try is presently in a sensitive
Situation mandating  us to
set aside differences and
work for a proud Iran, ... an
Iran which isamodel of de-
velopment and grandeur in
the world.”

The president made the
remark in an address to an
audience of thousandsin the
western city of Songor Kol-
iaie in Kermanshah  Prov-
ince, IRNA reported.

“The country more than
any other time is in need of
solidarity, hard work and
unity, and the most im-
portant task of the officialsis
to prepare the grounds for
the flourishment of the youth
talents,” the highly popular
president added.

The president, on a visit
to Kermanshah Province,
further praised the Sonqori

people for their revolu-
tionary spirit and high cul-
tural capacities.

Touching on the un-
employment problem in Son-
gor Koliaie, Khatami spoke
of severa projects planned
for the city including con-
struction of Soleiman-Shah
embankment dam, comple-
tion of the natural gas dis-
tribution project, establish-
ment of martyr ‘Mofateh’
cultural  center, opening a
branch of Islamic Azad Uni-
versity as well as construc-
tion of a sports complex in
the city. Khatami had
earlier inaugurated the first
stage of the gas distribution
project in the city.

The project required
placement of pipelines ex-
tending over a 57 km dis-
tance to the city and aso a
17-km long network of pipe-
lines inside the city. The
project cost the government
some RIs 30 billion.

Earlier on Wednesday,

lran calls for establishment of
security belt around Afghanistan

TEHRAN - Iran’'s per-
manent representative to the
U.N. European offices Mo-
hammad Amir-Khizi called
for establishment of a secur-
ity belt around Afghanistan
in an effort to halt smuggling
of narcotic drugs to the out-
sideworld.

Amir-Khizi in his ad-
dress to the 53rd U.N. Gen-
era Assembly referred to

the production and smug-
gling of illicit drugs by Af-
ghanistan and said the issue
isathreat to political and ec-
onomic security in the re-
gion, IRNA reported from
Vienna. The lranian envoy
stressed that a firm inter-
national determination is re-
quired to fight against nar-
cotic drugs, adding that
regional and international
cooperation should be sup-
ported in this connection.

Amir-Khizi said that
measures such as prevention
of cultivation and production
of narcotic drugs, fight
against money laundering,
and strengthening judicial
cooperation on drug control
are among mechanisms
which will work in anti-drug
effort.

Pointing to the fact that
Iran is situated between Af-
ghanistan and Pakistan, as
two major producers of nar-

cotic drugs on the one hand,
and drug consumers in the
West on the other, he said
Iran has an estimated num-
ber of 1.2 million addicts, 10
percent of whom are ad-
dicted to heroin.

As for Iran’s preventive
measures to control drugs,
Amir-Khizi said building
concrete barriers, setting up
watchtowers and digging
ditches as wel as de
ployment of 30,000 law en-
forcement personnel on east-
ern border areas are among
steps taken by Iran.

He said that continuation
of these efforts will cost Iran
hundreds of millions of dol-
larsin the coming years.

Stressing that al these

Iran not intent on rescheduling
foreign debts

TEHRAN - Deputy gov-
ernor of the Centrad Bank of
Iran (CBI) Mohammad Moj-
arad here Thursday announced
that Iran is not intent on re-
scheduling its foreign debts.
Mojarad said that al the
Iranian banks have been in-
structed to fulfill their under-
takings on time and in case of
any delay, the due fine should
be paid to their foreign bank
partners. He said that Iran's
foreign debts amounted to DIrs
12.3 hillion on July 22, 1998,

market essential
lnvestments

Existence of limited fi-
nancia instruments, has led
to the low participation of in-
vestors in the market, re-
sulting in market stagnation
and leading to the anegligible
impact of stock market on na-
tional economy, he noted.

The director general of
the Tehran Stock Market also
cited, lack of parallel markets,
financial experts and in-
vestors as other obstacles in
the smooth functioning of the
stock market.

He also stressed the im-
portance of independence of
the stock market policies
from the intervention by the
monetary authorities.

Referring to the non-
existence of parale and re-
giona capital markets, he
said, “the capital market con-
sists of mainly the market for

stocksin Iran and other com-
modities and precious metals
markets are non-existent,”
adding, that the geographical
limitations of not having cap-
ital markets in other prov-
inces aso hinders an ef-
fective  mobilization  of
capital.

Criticizing the rules and
regulations pertaining to the
capital market as being out-
dated, Mir-Motahari said,
“the laws of Tehran Stock
Market were enacted in
1950-60 and important polit-
ica and economic develop-
ments in the country, have
not changed them much.”

He expressed the hope
that with the preparation of
the Third Development Plan,
afertile ground will be creat-
ed for adynamic capital mar-
ket in the country.

efforts have been made in a
bid to halt flow of narcotic
drugs to the West, the Ira
nian official said the Islamic
Republic has received no
outside financial assistance
in this connection.

However, he voiced
Iran’s support for al inter-
national contracts on drug
control, adding that senior
Iranian officials on the basis
of Islamic principles are de-
termined to continue their
anti-drug campaign.

Pointing to the civil war
in Afghanistan, he said that
since war has paralyzed the
country’s economy it has re-
sorted to production of nar-
cotic drugs.

Iran’s achievements in

equivaent to oneyear'soil rev-
enues a the price of Dlirs 12
per barrel.

Mojarad who is in charge
of foreign exchange dffairs,
further told IRNA that Iran
will receive foreign credits
amounting to DIrsthree billion.

He said that Iran's arrears
amounted to Dlrs four hillion
which should be paid by the
end of the next Iranian calendar
year (March 20, 2000).

Referring to  oil price
sump in world market, the of-
ficia said that Iran’'s ail rev-
enues in the first half of the
current year (began March 21)
amounted to DIrs five billion,
DlIrs three billion less than the
figure anticipated in the budget
law for the same period in the
current year. He put the total
hard currency expenditures in
the first haf of the current year
a Drls 9.4 hillion which was
met through borrowing over
Dirs 1.3 hillion from foreign
exchange reserves and DIrs 3.1
billion through other means
(advance oil sdes and re
celving credit facilities) plus
Dirs. five billion oil revenues.

Mojarad expressed the
hope that the foreign credits
due to be received in the sec-
ond half of the year will com-
pensate for the deficit in oil
revenues so that the govern-
ment will not be forced to
make major adjustments, es
pecially in the production sec-
tor.

its fight against illicit drugs
have been highly appreciated
by head of the U.N. Drug
Control Program (UNDCP),
Pino Arlacchi, as well as by
a 12-member UNDCP team
who visited Iran last week.

President Khatami in a ad-
dress to tens of thousands of
people in  Kermanshah
called for remova of ec-
onomic problems facing this

western  province, which
were caused by the 8-year
Iragi imposed war.

Khatami said that Ker-
manshah with a civilization
dating back to 8,000 years
ago, a glorious history and
scores of historical monu-
ments is a source of honor
for its citizens.

Referring to un-
employment, educational
and health problems in the
province, the president
caled for adoption of nec-
essary measures to remove
them. On the first day of the
president’s visit to this west-
ern lIranian province, 220
projects concerning develop-
ment, energy, industry, ed-
ucation and agriculture were
put into operation simultane-
ously.

Severa ministers, parlia-
ment  representatives from
the province and loca of-
ficials accompanied pres
ident in his visit.

In a speech at the in-
augural ceremony of a spin-
ning plant in Kermanshah,
President Khatami thanked
Iranian experts for setting up
and commissioning the
plant.

The lranian  president
arrived in this western pro-
vincial capital Wednesday

morning to inaugurate a
number of development, in-
dustrial and agricultural pro-
jects.

President Khatami was
greeted at Kermanshah air-
port by provincial officials.

The president told re-
porters that his visit is aimed
at talking to local people and
officials and becoming fa
miliar with the problems fac-
ing the province.

Referring to the pro-
vincia unemployment rate
of 18.5 percent, he stressed
that the government is pay-
ing due attention to the un-
employment problem and it
is hoped that some 7,000 job
opportunities will be created
in the province in the next

three years.
President Khatami ex-
pressed the hope that his vis-

it will help solve problems
of the province.

Referring to  immense
sacrifices made by the local
people during 1980-88 im-
posed war, he expressed the
hope that the government
will be successful in erad-
ication of poverty and dep-
rivation throughout the prov-
ince.

The ministers of defence,
energy, road and trans
portation, industries, oil, and
construction jihad as well as
a number of parliament dep-
uties are accompanying the
president in the two-day tour
of the province.

IRNA on Wednesday.
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TEHRAN - Managing Director of the banned dai-
ly ‘Jame’ e (society) Hamid Jalaie-Pour was released
from prison Tuesday night, an informed source told

The public relations office of the Islamic Revolu-
tion court further added that Jalaie-Pour was released
on bail per an order by the Leader of the Islamic Rev-
olution, Ayatollah Ali Khamenei.

The Leader on Tuesday had received Jalaie
Pour’s mother who in the meeting appealed for the re-
lease of her son. Granting her request, the Leader sub-
sequently issued an order to the Islamic Revolution
court for the release of Jalaie-Pour.

However, the report added, investigation into Ja-
laie-Pour’ s charges would continue.

Kerbascn/'s case Undey Investation &t appedls ourt

TEHRAN - The lawyer
of the former Mayor of
Tehran, Gholamhussein
Karbaschi, announced that
branch 26 of Tehran's ap-
peals court has started in-
vestigating the case of Teh-
ran Municipality.

Speaking to IRNA on
Tuesday, the lawyer, Bah-
man Keshavarz, expressed
the hope that the case will
be carefully investigated by
the court.

Keshavarz also hoped
that the appeal s court’s ver-
dict on Karbaschi will be
total acquittal.

Pointing to various le-
gal and pena outlooks,
Keshavarz said said that
the acquittal by the appeals
court by no means implies
a biased attitude or bad in-
tention on the side of the
lower court.

Rather, he said, it is an
indication to different ju-
dicial outlooks on matters.

He said that branch 26
of the Tehran appeals court
is currently investigating
the case but neither Kar-
baschi nor his lawyers have
yet been called to the court.

However,  Keshavarz
said he will inform the
press and the public of the
process of the investigation
which was launched last
week.

Following Karbaschi’s
conviction on embezzle-
ment charges in the lower
court, he appealed the ver-
dict on August 16.

Karbaschi was sen-
tenced to five years in jalil,
payment of RIs one billion
in cash fine and return of
RIs 1600 million worth of
Tehran Municipality prop-
erty on July 23 by a Tehran
court.

The court also banned
him from holding any gov-
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ernment post for the next

20 years.
In another develop-
ment, Karbaschi who is

secretary general of Kar-
gozaran-e Sazandegi (ex-
ecutives of construction)
Party, in a press confer-
ence on Wednesday clar-
ified the stances of the
party on the upcoming
election for the Experts As-
sembly.

Calling on peopleto re-
alize the importance of the
elections, Karbaschi said
one should not expect the
elections to bring sudden
and comprehensive change
because “we have accepted
political campaign and so-
cial challenges to be within
the country’s constitution
and we should follow our

stands and viewpoints
within the said frame-
work.”

More on importance of
the assembly, IRNA quot-
ed him as saying that mac-
ro policies of the system
regarding political, social,
economic and cultural is-
sues are determined by the
Leader, he said.

He added the Experts
Assembly in turn is the
body which isto elect the
Leader and supervise his
performance, thus with
participation in the Experts
Assembly’s elections one

can at least express his
own opinion about the mac-
ro policies of the system.
Furthermore, Karbaschi
said people's massive turn-

out in the elections will
manifest their support for
the system.

He said that the Kar-
gozaran Party reserves se-
rious criticism over the
mechanisms for screening
the candidates. He said that
it is regrettable that while
candidates of all factions
and all the interested polit-
ical figures should have
been allowed to run in the
race, have not been ful-
filled in the screening pro-
CEess.

As for rumors on dif-
ferences within the lead-
ership of the party, Kar-
baschi rejected any
difference among Kar-
gozaran leaders and said
the party’s charter has been
submitted to the article 10
commission of the parties
but no licenses has yet been
issued for the party so that
it go ahead and accept new
members.

Karbaschi criticizing
performance of the Islamic
Republic of Iran Broad-

casting (IRIB) for its cover-
age of the Experts As
sembly elections, described
its publicity programs as
one-sided.
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