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ROADFREIGHT,
COMMERCIAL
COURIER,
PACKING,
COLLECTIONS,

CALL FOR THE BEST RATESAND SERVICE TO
THE MIDDLE EAST.

TEL: 0181 - 818 0055
FAX: 0181 - 818 0066
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EARTHQUAKE ENGINEERING COMPLETE
STRENGTHENING & RETROFITTING: MUNICIPAL SERVICES
* Wood Frame Houses

* Apartment Buildings
* Commercial Buildings |BUILDING & SAFETY

* Concrete Tilt-Ups * In(;sgec}idon of EARTHQUAKE dam-
; aged Bldgs.
. (F\)’fﬂc;e, Waf%‘v";‘f’f * Expediting Complicated Bldg. Permits
anioreing W 0 * Architectural Design Services
Roof Connection * Structural Engineering Services

* Welded Steel * Custom Homes, Shopping Centers,
Moment Connection Condos, etc... ]
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* Building Code Consulting
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NSURANCICNNS |+ Conditional Use Permit
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* Representation in Public Hearings
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Austria welcomes promotion of

Tehran, Viennaties

TEHRAN - Iran’'s outgoing Ambassador to Austria Mehdi Mohtashami
and Austrian Speaker of Parliament Heintz Fischter Friday discussed Tehran-

Vienna palitical and parliamentary relations.
Mohtashami, turning to the positive outcome of exchange of political, ec- | N

onomic and cultural delegations, expressed the hope that new steps would be
taken to further boost Tehran-Vienna political ties, IRNA reported from Vien-
na. He termed as desirable the trend of relations between Iran and the European

Union and said Iran favors promotion of cooperation between

expansion of regional and international cooperation with Iran.

Presient calls for massive turn-out:

the Organiza-
tion of the Islamic Conference (OIC) and the EU during chairmanship of Iran
and Austria. Fischter said that Austria welcomes further expansion of Tehran-
Vienna parliamentary ties adding that Austria and the EU attach importance to
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Expet Assembly, quarantor of [Siamic system

TEHRAN - President
Mohammad Khatami in an
television address said that
the Islamic Republic is the
result of the philosophy
which marries religion with

republicanism.
The Idlamic Republic is
a religious government

which at the same time re-
ceives its power from the
people, IRNA quoted Kha-
tami as saying.

In his address, the pres-
ident referred to the Islamic
Republic  system as the re-
sult of a new and un-
paraleled experience which
20 years after its inception,
now enjoys stability.

Continuing  with  his
much promoted motto of in-
stitutionalization of the laws
and observing the constitu-
tion, Khatami touched on
various outlooks towards the
concepts of the Islamic Re-
public as a system of gov-
ernment.

He cautioned against the
views which consider the re-
ligious and republican as

Housing minister:

pectsto bein conflict.

It's harmful to think that
to accept Islam one hasto re-
ject  republicanism and to
accept republicanism, the Is-
lamic nature of the govern-
ment has to be abandoned,
the president stressed.

Khatami defended the
philosophy that considers
Vaayat-e Fagih  (guardian-
ship of jurisprudent) the pil-
lar of the Islamic Republic,
stating that a form of su-
preme authority is a must for
exertion of any kind of sov-
ereignty.

However, the president
remarked, republicanism and
having a civil society man-
dates that this supreme au-
thority be accompanied
with responsibility.

Amongst the factors
guaranteeing the “health of
the system,” Khatami re-

ferred to the initial qual-
ifications required for the
Leader.

The Leader has to be
just, pious, committed to
God which al  keeps him

from putting persona prefer-
ences and objectives above
and beyond the public inter-
ests, he said.

However, he said, these
qualities by themselves do
not suffice and there has to
be an institution which mon-
itors the performance of
the Leader.

The Assembly of Experts
is this very institution
formed by the people to
oversee the performance of
the Leader, Khatami added.

Stating that the assembly
getsis legitimacy from being
elected by the people, Kha-
tami said being selected by
the assembly which is elect-
ed by the people, is the
source of legitimacy for the
Leader himself.

Elsewhere in his address,
Khatami termed the Experts
Assembly as a meeting
point of the Islamic and re-
publican aspects of the sys-
tem of the IsSlamic Republic.

“This assembly is actual-
ly the guarantor of the Islam-

|ran ready to help Syriawith
development projects

TEHRAN - Iran's Min-
ister of Housing and Urban
Development  Ali Ab-
dolalizadeh in Damascus
Saturday told his Syrian
counterpart Hessam Safdi
that his ministry is ready to
offer to Syrian experts the
experience of Iranian pro-
fessionalsin the area of wa
ter development, sewage sys-
tem, urban development and
rehabilitation of old quarters.
The Syrian minister wel-
comed the offer of his Ira
nian counterpart and said he
would appreciate proposed
projects by Iranian experts
for developing sewage sys
tem for housing complexes.

The Islamic Republic is
aso to contribute to the
building of a water pipeline
in Halab Province of Syria.

The Iranian minister of
housing and urban develop-
ment  arrived in Damascus
Friday night to attend the

session of lran-Syria joint
commission.
Abdolalizadeh was

scheduled to hold talks with

Syrian ministers of economy
and foreign trade, housing,
industries as well as  supply
and interna trade during his
3-day visit.

He told IRNA upon ar-
rival in the Syrian capita
that he will review past
cooperation and explore av-
enues to remove the existing
obstacles and to boost Teh-
ran-Damascus economic
ties.

Abdolalizadeh added
that Iran and Syria intend to
bring economic cooperation
to keep pace with politica
relations.

Syrian Minister of Econ-
omy and Foreign Trade, Mu-
hammad &-Emadi  who
greeted Abdolalizadeh at the
airport, told IRNA that he
will discuss with the Iranian
minister the role of mer-
chants and private  sector
and investment in further
boosting Tehran-Damascus
cooperation.

Congtruction of Da
mascus subway, steel mill
and production of electronic

reported from Ankara.

Two Iranian caricaturists
shinein Istanbul

TEHRAN - Two Iranian caricaturists won prizes on
Friday night at an international caricature festival in Is-
tanbul. In the closing ceremony held on Friday night, the
Iranian caricaturist, Vahid Naghi Zadeh, was awarded the
special prize of the Turkish Human Rights Association and
the other Iranian artist, Bahram Arjmandnia, received the
special prize of the Turkish Correspondents Society, IRNA

Works of 56 caricaturists from different countries were
put on display at the festival out of which 30 were award-
ed prizes. A Chinese caricaturist was awarded the special
prize of the festival. Istanbul’s international caricature fes-
tival dubbed ‘Molla Nasreddin Festival’ is held every year.

Iran to host gathering on
|slam, human rights

TEHRAN - A three-day
gathering titled “1slam and hu-
man rights’ is due to be held
in Tehran as of December 12,
it was announced here on Sat-
urday.

Domestic and foreign
scholars and scientists from
America, Switzerland and
England are to participate in
the conference, IRNA re-
ported. According to the sec-
retariat of the gathering, the

conference is to be held in
cooperation with the Isamic
Culture and Communications
Organization with an am of
clarifying Iranian scholars
outlooks on human rights in
Idam.

Other topics on the agenda
of the confab are ‘ principles of
human rights', ‘human rights
and specia socia groups and
‘human rights at international
arend , said the report.

Irish foreign minister plans
to visit Iran next month

TEHRAN - Irish Foreign
Minister David Andrews un-
derlined broadening of Teh-
ran-Dublin relations and said
he plans to visit Iran next
month.

He made the remark in a
farewell meeting in Dublin
with the outgoing Iranian
Ambassador, Hussein Amin-
rad.

He said that following
the recent developments in
the political atmosphere of
Iran, Ireland is eager to up-

gradeitsrelations with Iran.

Referring to the recent
talks with his Iranian coun-
terpart Kama Kharrazi on
the sidelines of the U.N.
General Assembly in New
York, Andrews expressed
satisfaction over the two
countries cooperation within
the international fora.

The Irish officid aso
caled on Iran to support Ire-
land’'s membership in the
U.N. Security Council in the
year 2001.

and software equipment will
be raised in talks between
Iranian and Syrian officials.

Abdolalizadeh is to pro-
ceed to Beirut, Lebanon, at
the end of his visit to Da
mascus.

Wor

TEHRAN - A ceremony
marking the World Food
Day was held at the Ag-
riculture Ministry on Sat-
urday with a message from
Food and Agriculture Or-
ganization (FAO) Director
General Jacques Diouf being
read by the FAO envoy in
Iran Jamal Ahmad.

All speakers at the open-
ing session, including Vice-
President and head of the
Environmental Protection
Organization (EPO) Ma
soomeh Ebtekar, Construc-
tion Jhad Minister Mo-
hammad Saeedi-Kia and
Health Minister Mohammad

- Semingr
tspusses public
(e sretegies

TEHRAN - The third
gathering on ‘public culture
strategies' opened in Tehran
on Saturday.

Speaking a the in-
auguration ceremony of the
gathering, Minister of Cul-
ture and Islamic Guidance
Ataollah Mohgerani said
“cultural campaign in the
country requires continuous
work and in any discussion
of the culture, one should
pay attention to national and
religious cultures as well as
that of the West and mod-
ernization,” IRNA reported.

Stating that culture has
its very own language, Mo-
hajerani said that promotion
of culture further requiresits
very specia means.

Mohgjerani referred to
culture a an al-
encompassing phenomenon
in the society, thus con-
cluding that addressing cul-
tural issues mandates em-
ployment of a host of
cultural experts.

The gathering ended
work yesterday.

ic quality of the govern-
ment, since the leadership
position testifies to the Is
lamic nature of the govern-
ment and the Leader is se-
lected by the Experts
Assembly,” the president
stated. Moving to the up-
coming elections, Khatami
said that people should par-
ticipate in the elections as a
way of exercising their right
of exerting sovereignty.

However, he added, the
government is duty-bound to
prepare the grounds for peo-
ple's enthusiastic participa
tion in the elections.

Stating that the number
of the screened candidates
falls far short of the about
400 people qualified for the

assembly, the president said
that a bigger pool would
have been far more effective
in encouraging people’s
massive turnout in the elec-
tions.

The president however
accentuated that the fielded
pool of candidates repre-
sents broad-enough range of
political outlooks to draw
all the peopleto the poalls.

In conclusion, Khatami
wished for a very successful
election resulting in an As-
sembly of Experts which
would successfully safe-
guard Islam, the constitution
and the Islamic Republic
and which would strength-
en the system's leadership.

" Tehran, Riyadh review
cooperation within OPEC

TEHRAN - Iranian Ambassador to Riyadh Mo-
hammad-Reza Nouri Shahroudi and Saudi second dep-
uty prime minister and Minister of Defense and Civil
Aviation Prince Sultan ibn Abd al-Aziz as-Saud in Ri-
yadh Saturday reviewed mutual cooperation within
OPEC and Iran-Saudi relations.

The Iranian ambassador observed that the present
condition in the Persian Gulf is such that makes it
quite easy for the Persian Gulf
and stable without the advice or dictates of any for-
eign power, IRNA reported.

The Iranian ambassador also recalled an invitation
to the Saudi deputy prime minister by Iran’s Defense
Minister Ali Shamkhani, and the

states to keep it safe

Saudi official said

in response that he looked forward to making the visit
to Tehran at an early future.

The two officials also discussed details of arrange-
ments for exchange of visits by the navy of Iran and
Saudi Arabia to the ports of both the countries as well
as arrangements for increasing crude
OPEC.

prices by

Farhadi, stressed the fact that
women are major suppliers
of food to the world.

Diouf’s message lauded
the valuable role of women
in guaranteeing food security
for their families and re-
gretted that women's ability
to produce high quality crops
and prevent wastage of ag-
ricultural products has been
given little attention.

It stressed that there are
more than 800 million men,
women and children world-
wide, who are suffering from
malnutrition.

Also speaking on the oc-
casion, Ms. Ebtekar said Ira
nian women produce 40 per-
cent of the country’'s
foodstuffs and assume the re-
sponsibility of managing wa-
ter and energy sources as
well as family consumption
pattern.

Meanwhile, presidential
advisor and head of women’s
contribution center Zahra
Shojaie told the gathering
that malnutrition in lranian
villages result from lack of
protein and other vitamins
and is mostly observed
among the  vulnerable
groups.

Saeedi-Kia said  that

women constitute 1.3 billion
of the world's poor popula-
tion and the number of the
poor rural women world-
wide has doubled since
1970.

He said that based on
unofficial statistics, Iranian
rural women cultivate 60
percent of the country’s
rice, 90 percent of fresh veg-
etables and summer crops,
50 percent of cotton and oil
seeds and 30 percent of hor-
ticultural products.

He added that 75 percent
of handicrafts in Iran are
made by women.

Speaking at the same
ceremony, Minister  of
Health Mohammad Farhadi
said that women worldwide
should be given proper cred-
it for their roles in ag-
riculture especialy in most
of the developing  coun-
tries where women have un-
dertaken heavy jobs.

Taking into account
women’'s economic home
activities which usualy re-
main unpaid women carry
out about 55 percent of the
world's total work, he add-
ed. Mgor parts of the
world's foodstuffs are being

Turkey lauds Iran’s
mediation efforts

TEHRAN - Turkey has thanked Iran’s mediation efforts
aimed at easing the recent Ankara-Damascus tension.

Meeting with Iran’s Foreign Minister Kamal Kharrazi, the
Turkish Ambassador to Tehran Sencar Ozsoy briefed Khar-
razi on the latest developmentsin his country’s relations with

Syria, IRNA reported.

Ozsoy said that there have been improvements in Ankara-
Damascus ties following the initiatives taken by Iran and
Egypt and that Turkey and Syria have accepted to start direct

talks to settle their disputes.

The Turkish diplomat further called for continuation of
Iran’s efforts to encourage enforcement of agreements pre-
viously reached between Ankara and Damascus.

Kharrazi expressing satisfaction over the easing of the ten-
sion, said Iran supports implementation of the previous agree-
ments and is ready to continue its efforts to help implement

the said agreements.

Tehran-Beirut economic
commission to meet soon

TEHRAN - Iran-
Lebanon joint economic
commission isto be held in
Beirut  Tuesday, Iran’'s
Charge d Affaires in Beirut
Mohammad Irani announced
Saturday.

Iran’s Housing and Ur-
ban Development Minister,
Ali Abdolalizadeh, will at-
tend the commission as the
Iranian head of the commis-

sion, Irani  said after meet-
ing Lebanese State Minister
for Financial Affairs, Fuad
Siniora.

During the three day
commission the two coun-
tries are expected to sign
contracts on air trans
portation and cancellation of
double-taxes.

The two sides are dso to
exchange views on the im-

plementation of  the pre-
vious agreements, Irani add-
ed. He further said that the
talks will focus on expansion
of customs, economic, trade
and agricultural ties between
thetwo countries.

Japan offers plaque of honor to

Tehran Municipality

TEHRAN - Japanese embassy in Tehran in a ceremony held here on Sat-
urday offered Japan’'s “ Cherry Blooms’ plaque of honor to Tehran’s Municipal-
ity for its valuable efforts to landscape the Iranian capital city.

Japanese Ambassador to Tehran Takaya Suto said at the ceremony that the
plaque of honor is offered to Tehran’s Municipality for turning Tehran into a
beautiful city, hoping that it would be a prelude to further landscaping of the
city, IRNA reported.

Deputy mayor of Tehran for urban services Mohammad Haggani said at the
same ceremony that the plaque of honor would surely serve to further con-
solidate bonds between the Iranian and Japanese nations.

The embassy also offered Tehran's Municipality 100 cherry saplings to be
planted at provincial gardens.

Iranians released from
Afghanistan return home

TEHRAN - A group of
26 lranians who had been
taken captive by the Taliban
in northern Afghanistan, ar-
rived in Tehran on  board
two Red Cross planes Sat-
urday evening.

They were warmly wel-
comed by their families and
some Iranian officials upon
their arrival at Mehrabad air-
port of Tehran, IRNA re-
ported.

The freed prisoners are
truck drivers who most of
them had been arrested by
the Taliban in northern Af-
ghanistan on August 1 fol-
lowing the fall of Mazar-i-
Sharif while they were con-
veying commercial goods to
the neighboring country.

Their freedom was as the
result of efforts by the Ira-
nian government and the as-
sistance of Lakhtar Brahimi,
the persona envoy of the
U.N. Secretary General Kofi
Annan.

Since August 23, as
many as 51 Iranians who
were in the prisons of the
Taliban in Afghanistan have
been set free.

Meanwhile, spokesman
for Iranian Foreign Ministry
Mahmoud  Mohammadi

here Saturday appreciated
the efforts of the U.N. envoy
on Afghanistan Lakhtar
Brahimi and the Red Cross
that led to the freedom of
Iranian prisoners in the cap-
tivity of the Taliban in Af-
ghanistan.

The Iranian Foreign Min-
istry official commented also
that the attitude of the Ira-
nian government towards the
Taliban would depend on
their fulfilment of inter-

d Food Day marked in Tehran

supplied by women, how-
ever, they face more cultural,
social and legal obstacle.

According to a survey,
Farhadi said, from the ec-
onomic point of view the
share of women population
has increased against men in
the whole active population
of the world in the past 20
years. He further said that
malnutrition mainly affects
women and girls and
women are exposed to gen-
der discrimination in access
to food.

The theme of this year's
event is “women feed the
world.” FAO urges that
women should have access
to credit, training and the
technology needed to im-
prove  agricultural  pro-
ductivity.

It dso wants to raise
awareness in the face of the
scope of hunger in the world
and encourage the public to
help end it.

Deputy Agriculture Min-
ister, Abbas Keshavarz, ad-
dressing the ceremony said
the ministry has taken big
strides toward protecting
women's rights especialy
through the first and second
five-year development plans.

Informed source:

national expectations from
them.

Brahimi is aso to visit
Tehran Tuesday.

Following his return to
Pakistan from Kandahar,
Brahimi briefed Iran’s Am-
bassador to Isamabad Mo-
hammad Mehdi Ak-
houndzadeh, on the details
of of his talks with the Tal-
iban's leader Mulla Mo-
hammad Omar.

Brahimi said that during
his talks with Omar, he put
especial  emphasis on Iran’'s
demands which are aso le-
gitimate from the point of
view of the international
community.

He said the Taliban had
agreed to release al Iranian
prisoners and accepted for-
mation of an internationa
fact-finding mission.

Taliban also pledged to
improve human rights situa-

tion in Afghanistan, he add-
ed.

Akhoundzadeh  hoped
that Taliban will honor its
commitments and called on
the U.N. to monitor imple-
mentation of the Taliban's
commitments.

He stressed that the fore-
sight of the Iranian officials
and the patience of the na-
tion have so far prevented
further deterioration of the
situation.

The Iranian ambassador
further said that Iran has al-
ways advocated peace and
stability in the region and fa-
vors establishment of a
broad-based government in
Afghanistan.

He said that Mulla Omar
told him that no Taliban mi-
litia collaborated in the kill-
ing of the Iranian diplomats
and reporter in Mazar-i Shar-
if on August 8.

Tehran hosts | ntl.
seminar on children
diseases

TEHRAN - The 10th in-
ternational seminar on chil-
dren diseases opened here
Saturday with the aim to dis-
cuss the latest scientific and
research findings in pe
diatrics.

The five-day seminar is
being sponsored by the Med-
ical Sciences University of
Tehran.

Chancellor of university
Dr. Mohammad-Reza Zafar-
Qandi, said the gathering
will also explore avenues for
further expansion of inter-
national communications
and dialog among civiliza-
tions within scientific and
medical frameworks.

Underlining medical
achievements in Iran fol-
lowing the victory of the
1979 Islamic Revolution, he
said the infant mortality rate
has declined to 26, from a
previous 150, per thousand.

He also pointed to the
drop in mortality rate of chil-
dren below five years of age,
to 33 from 200 per thousand,
and of post-natal to 37 from
150 per 100,000.

Dr. Zafar-Qandi said the
achievement was mainly due
to the efforts by medical and
health network in the coun-
try and updating of scientific
knowledge of doctors and re-
searchers through attending
scientific events.

Also spesking a the
same session, head of the in-
ternational congress on chil-
dren diseases Dr. Ali Rab-
bani said that in addition to
participation of 50 special-
ists, doctors and researchers
in pediatrics, 40 articles have
been received from foreign
specialists or Iranians re-
siding abroad.

He said that these spe-
cialists, from U.S., Canada,
Italy, Bosnia, France, Cy-
prus, Jordan and Irag, have
travelled to Iran on their own
expenses and announced
readiness to offer articles to
the congress and inspect
medical centers exclusively
for children.

Pointing to the fact that
a present thalassemia is the
most prevalent child dis
ease, Dr. Rabbani said that

lamic countries.

Islar_nic countries stress
formation of common market

TEHRAN - The commerce ministers participating in
the fifth gathering on commercial affairs of Islamic coun-
tries in Tripoli in northern Lebanon stressed the im-
portance of forming an Islamic common market.

The gathering attended by the export promotion di-
rectors and managers of various private companies, was
held on the sidelines of seventh commercia fair of the Or-
ganization for the Islamic Conference (OIC) and con-
cluded Friday by issuing a statement, IRNA reported.

The participants called upon the Islamic countries to
devise development plans and create a uniform strategic
economic statusin  preparation for the next millennium.

The participant also stressed promotion of the banking
sector and called for implementation of the agreements
signed among the OIC members.

The statement also said that the exemption of customs
duties and expansion of transportation facilities are im-
portant factorsin strengthening of the trade among the Is-

Amendment, revision of export aw in findl phases

TEHRAN - President of
Iran’s Customs Administra-
tion Mehdi Karbasian said
that amendment and revision
of export law and relevant
regulationsis now initsfina
stages and is due to be sub-
mitted to the Mgjlis.

Addressing the seminar
on expansion of export of
non-oil  commodities in
Khuzestan, south of Iran, he
said that in the revision of
the customs regulations de-
centralization was the major
theme of the policy

Ratification of the afore-
said regulations would not
only define the re
sponsibilities and limits of
the customs, law enforce-
ment and judiciary, re-
moving overlap of measures
but it would aso lead to
elimination of issues such as
improper  treatment  and
smuggling of goods.

“There are now 20 dif-
ferent organizations acting
under the name of country’s
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customs breeding overlap of
responsibilities and being the
cause for the passengers to
be entangled in the maze,”
he said.

In this framework we
should also revise the export,
import and trade policies, he
said.

Expansion of borders
markets, boosting of coop-
erative among border dwell-
ers, and campaigning against
drug trafficking would lead
to better welfare of border
settlers, he said.

The current debts of the
border cooperatives are to be
received in installments
which could solve their prob-
lems to some extent.

He then described the es-
tablishment of a border mar-
ket in Khorramshahr as a
significant measure and ex-
pressed hope that the market
would fully be constructed
with collaboration of pro-
vincial customs  office,
Khuzestan governor as well
as the Ports and Shipping
Organization.
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