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Out of this world call prices
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France
USA
Canada
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Japan
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Rates are inclusive of VAT
and apply all day every day!

Call PLANET TALK free on

0800 856 2029
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EARTHQUAKE ENGINEERING COMPLETE
STRENGTHENING & RETROFITTING: MUNICIPAL SERVICES
* Wood Frame Houses

* Apartment Buildings
* Commercial Buildings |BUILDING & SAFETY

* Concrete Tilt-Ups * In(;sgec}idon of EARTHQUAKE dam-
; aged Bldgs.
. (F\)’fﬂc;e, Waf%‘v";‘f’f * Expediting Complicated Bldg. Permits
anioreing W 0 * Architectural Design Services
Roof Connection * Structural Engineering Services

* Welded Steel * Custom Homes, Shopping Centers,
Moment Connection Condos, etc... ]

* Compliance with L.A. City |* Civil Engineering Services
Retrofit Ordinance * Find Inspection & Certificate of
Occupancy

* Building Code Consulting

Sl (fywapen | * Compliance with Building Dept. Viola-
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NSURANCICNNS |+ Conditional Use Permit
* Subdivisions, Variances. Zone Changes
* Representation in Public Hearings
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Easter n Languages
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| ranian karate team bags silver,
bronze medals in Brazil

TEHRAN - The national Iranian karate team won the silver and bronze

medals of the world karate championship held in Brazil.

Alireza Shaterzadeh and Alireza Katiragi won the silver and bronze med-

als, respectively.

Shaterzadeh defeated his rivals from Norway, Colombia, U.S., Indonesia
and Britain. He was also nominated as the best karateka of the championship
with the technical committee admired his performance while competing with
his British and American rivals.

Meanwhile, the Iranian Karate Federation Monday announced that the
junior karate team will leave for Macao, the venue of the Asian karate con-
tests, next week. The Iranian team to the Macao competitions comprises six

karatekas and three coaches.

TEHRAN - With the
start of the cold season in
Iran, the capacity of the
country’s natural gas net-
work would increase by 10
million cubic meters, the di-
rector of the engineering and
construction department of
the National Oil Products
Distribution Company said
here on Monday.

In an exclusive interview
with  IRNA, Mahmoud
Emamzadeh said “with the
completion of the first stage
of the project to collect and
transfer the gas from the
Fars Aghar gas field, the ca-
pacity of the country’s nat-
ural gas network will rise by
10 million cubic meters.”

The gas from Aghar field
would be transferred viaa 24
inch diameter pipelineto Da-
lan refinery 240 km from
Aghar. For thefirst time ever
in the country, 1,800 PSI
pipelines were used for the
gas transfer project, a de-
parture from the normally
used 1,050 PSI pipelines.

The natural gas reserves
of the Aghar field stands at
six trillion cubic feet and it
can output 800 million cubic

Natural gas nework capa
foincregse by 10million cubic

feet of natura gas on daily
basis.

The officia aso reported
that the isomax and hydro-
gen units of the Bandar Ab-
bas refinery would go on
stream next month, helping
to upgrade the quality of the
fuel oil output and to convert
it to more valuable oil prod-
ucts.

In the isomax unit,
28,000 barrels of fuel oil will
be converted to liquefied
gas, kerosene and gas ail on
daily basis.

The official said that the
project has cost DIrs 140
million and RIs 90 hillion,
adding that domestically-
produced equipment and Ira-
nian manpower were used
for the project.

Amongst other projects
in work by the department,
Emamzadeh mentioned the
projects for establishment of
pumping stations in Bandar
Abbas, Sirjan’'s Qotbabad
and Isfahan’s Mehr-Aran.

The Bandar Abbas sta-
tion would go on stream in a
month, thus boosting the
transfer capacity for the re-
finery’s products to 200,000

ECO customs departments
chiefs meet in Istanbul

TEHRAN - Heads of
customs departments of the
Economic Cooperation Or-
ganization (ECO) held a
meeting in Istanbul on Mon-
day.
Transit of goods is high
on the agenda of the meet-
ing.

Coordination in filling
out customs papers, easing
customs formalities, coop-
eration in campaign against
smuggling of contraband
goods and against illega
transit of goods, setting up
educational programs for
customs officers are to be
discussed in the meeting,

IRNA reported from Ankara.

Deputy Minister of Ec-
onomic and Financial Af-
fairs and head of Iran’s Cus-
toms Administration Mehdi
Karbaschian is representing
Iran in the meeting.

Heads of customs de-
partments from Iran, Azer-
bijan, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyz-
stan, Pakistan, Tagjikistan,
Turkmenistan and Uzbeki-
stan are also present in the
meeting.

The first meeting of this
kind was held in Pakistan in
1994, the second and third in
Iran and the fourth in Ka
zakhstan in 1997.

Islamic fair winds up
work 1n Beirut

TEHRAN - The Seventh
International Islamic Trade
Fair wound up its work in
Tripoli, northern Lebanon,
Monday.

Some 600 state-owned
and private manufacturing
and commercial companies
from 28 Idlamic countries
participated in the week-long
Islamic fair co-sponsored by
the Organization of the Is
lamic Conference and Leb-
anese Economy and Trade
Ministry, IRNA reported
from Beirut.

Hundreds of thousands
of Lebanese people visited
the exhibition which covered
an area of 100,000 square
meters.

The pavilion of the Is
lamic Republic of Iran, the
biggest pavilion a the 7th
International Islamic Trade
Fair, has been accorded
warm welcomed by visitors.

On display were sted
products, ironware, alu-
minum, al types of in-

Guardians Council:

dustrial machinery, gas oper-
ated equipment, electric ap-
pliances, computers, home
appliances, carpets, handi-
crafts, foodstuffs, heavy ma-
chines, vehicles and con-
struction materials.

The fifth gathering of the
export promotion offices,
commercial ompanies and
private sectors were aso
held on the sidelines of the
exhibition.
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Turkey, Syria appreciate
Iran’ s mediation efforts

TEHRAN - In separate telephone conversations with
foreign ministers of Turkey Ismail Cem and of Syria Farouk

LLEGR

barrels daily from the current
100,000.

The Qotbabad and Mehr-
Aran pumping stations
would further boost the total
oil products transfer capacity
to 300,000 barrels on daily
basis.

Karbaschi:

Experts Assembly symbol of nationa

TEHRAN - Secretary
General of the Kargozaran-e
Sazandegi  Party, Gho-
lamhussein  Karbaschi, on
Monday answered questions
raised by a group of students
a the University of Science
and Industry (ElIm-va
San'’ at). Asked about the par-
ty's stance towards per-
formance of the Guardians
Council in screening qual-
ifications of the candidates
for the Experts Assembly,
Karbaschi said the party has
acritical view in this regard,
IRNA reported.

He stressed that the
council could have acted in a
way that different tastes and

[ranian
goodsin 37
OVErSeas
trade fairs

TEHRAN - The Export
Promotion Center of Iran
(EPCI) has given approval to
organizing or participating in
37 fairs abroad by the year
end on March 20, 1999.

Deputy head of the EPCI
Hossein Soltani told IRNA
here on Monday that the
EPCI had approved 64 per-
cent of a total of 58 pro-
posals offered by the private
and public sectors to or-
ganize or participate in over-
seas fairs by March 20.

Soltani said that 76 per-
cent of proposals had been
offered by the private and 24
percent by the public sectors.

Some 26 out of the total
proposals were related to set-
ting up fars in the Asian
continent or participation in
fairs set up in the continent,
22 percent to the African
continent, six to European
continent, three to Central
Asia and one to the Amer-
ican continent.

al-Shara

Monday night, Iran’s Foreign Minister Kamal

Kharrazi hoped that the two countries would arrive a a pos-

itive result in their talks.

The foreign ministers of the two countries appreciated the
mediation of the Islamic Republic of Iran for settling dis-
crepancies between them and requested that the Iranian for-
eign minister continue his efforts in that direction, IRNA re-

ported.

Kharrazi also said that he was pleased with the joint as-
sembly between the two countries and added that as the head
of the Organization of the Islamic Conference (OIC) Iran
would offer every help for bringing the two Muslim countries

closer together.

views had the chance to run
for the upcoming elections
for the Experts Assembly.
The Experts Assembly is
the symbol of the national
unity, he said adding “if we
fail to go to polling stations
we will pave the way for

election of those who have
differences of view with us.”

Asked why the list of
Kargozaran's nominees in-
cludes other people who do
not share with the Kar-
gozaran's views, he said that
the party maintains that

| ranian director wins silver
Hugo at Chicago film festival

TEHRAN - ‘The Pear Tre€', director by Dariush Mehrjui of Iran, was
awarded the silver Hugo at the Chicago international film festival on Mon-
day. The golden Hugo went to ‘ The Hole' directed by Taiwan's Tsai Ming-

The specia prize of the jury was awarded to Algjandro Agresti, the Ar-
gentine director, for his film ‘Wing With the Gone' for its uplifting creativ-
ity. Alessandra Martines received the award for the best actress for her per-
formance in ‘ Chances or Coincidences', directed by Claude Lelouch.

The best actor prize was awarded to the ensemble of ‘Friendly Fire' di-
rected by Beto Brant of Brazil.

Over 30 countries were represented in the two-week event.

Baku determined
to expand ties with Tehran

TEHRAN - President
Geidar Aliyev of Azerbaijan
Republic said here on Mon-
day that all-out expansion of
relations with Iran was one
of fundamenta steps he was
going to take in the future.

Aliyev said at the meet-
ing with visiting Iranian
Cooperative Minister Mor-
teza Haji that improvement,
strengthening and expansion
of relations with Iran was
among his main duties dur-

unity

those who are more accept-
able and moderate should be
elected.

His party is not of the
view that the experts should
be from a single faction and
isfor different factions being
represented in the assembly.

Mashhad to become a
thriving tourism center

MASHHAD, Khor-
asan - Head of the
Tourism  Organization
Mohammad Moezeddin
said that the city of
Mashhad, in the north-
eastern  Province of
Khorasan,  will be
turned into a thriving
tourism site.

Speaking at the clos-
ing session of the sec-
ond tourism exhibition
of Khorasan, he said
that many world Shi’ite
Muslims would like to
visit Mashhad to pay
pilgrimage to the holy
shrine of Imam Reza
(a.s.), the 8th Imam of
the Household of
Prophet Mohammad
(peace be upon him),
IRNA reported.

He said some 12
million pilgrims visit
Mashhad annually, of
whom about one million
are foreign tourists.

Meanwhile, head of

Khorasan Tourism De-
partment Jalil Razavi said
that tourism departments
of eight provinces par-
ticipated in the week-long

exhibition which con-
cluded work  Sunday
night.

Four Iranian refereesto judge
Asian club match in Riyadh

TEHRAN - The Asian
Soccer Confederation has
chosen four of Iran’s inter-
national referees to judge an
Asian clubs championship
match in Riyadh this Friday.
Iran’s Soccer Federation
further said Monday that the

Dally screening of Iranian
moviesin Tagikistan

TEHRAN - Popularity of
Iranian movies in Tgjikistan
has prompted the organizers,
starting on Monday, to make
the screening of the movies a
daily affair.

The Iranian cultural at-
tache, Mohammad Ali Jafari,
further told IRNA in Du-
shanbe that the Iranian mo-

vies were previously
screened once a week at Du-
shanbe’s movie club.

The showing of the mo-
vies, including informative
movies on Iran, were or-
ganized by the young film-
makers club of Tgjikistan in
cooperation with the Iranian
cultural attache, he said.

Amongst reasons for

No religious, constitutional snag
on budget amendment

TEHRAN - The Guar-
dian Council sanctioned the
amended budget bill for the
fiscal Iranian year (March
21, 98-9) assessing it not be-
ing in contradiction with the
constitution and the Islamic
laws.

The Guardians Council
aso said that there existed
no religious snag for the
government to  borrow
through the banking system.

The Islamic Consultative
Assembly (Magjlis) had ap-
proved the budget amend-
ment last Wednesday to
compensate for the total bud-
get deficit which is estimated
to run around at Rls 17,900
billion through the savings
of the public sector, advance
sale of oil, bank borrowings
and the advance sale of Hajj
season applications.

Over RIs 2,000 billion is
stipulated to come from sav-
ings in  government ex-

penditures, Rls 5,500 billion
from advance oil sales and
foreign borrowing, 2,000 bil-
lion through bonds, RIs

6,000 hillion through bank
alocations and RIs 2,400 bil-
lion from advance sae of
Hajj season applications.

popularity of Iranian movies
amongst Tgjik fans, the Ira-
nian official referred to com-
mon language and also many
cultural commonalities be-
tween the two nations.

game will be held between
Saudi Arabian Al-Hilal and
Yemeni Al-Vahedah teams,
IRNA reported.

Jalal Moradi will be the
game's referee with Mo-
hammad Pirouz-Ram and
Esmail Safiri as linesmen.
Bahram Mehr-Peima will be
the reserve referee in the
second leg match.

The two teams have
drawn 2-2 in their first leg
match in San’a

The winner will be qual-
ified for the third round of
the games (for west of Asia)
in which four teams of the
region will compete.

TEHRAN - Iran is to set
up an exclusive trade fair in
Baghdad in February con-
current with the 21st an-
niversary of the Islamic Rev-
olution’svictory in 1979.

Managing Director of the
Tabriz International Fairs
Company Habib Mahouti
told IRNA on Monday that
his company has been au-
thorized by the Commerce
Ministry to set up the fair in
Irag.

Mahouti said that the
company is to get the final
permission from the Export
Promotion Center of Iran
(EPCI) to hold such afair in
Irag in anear future.

He said that the fair
would be a step towards in-
troducing Iranian goods and
services to the neighboring
countries.

He predicted that at least
100 manufacturing com-

ing his second term in office
as the president of Azer-
baijan, IRNA reported from
Baku.

He said that Iran-
Azerbaijan cooperation
should not be confined to
joint economic commission
and it is necessary for the
two countries to broaden ar-
eas of mutual cooperation.

He underlined the need
for use of all facilities avail-
able in order to expand bi-
lateral relations and said that
he believed that Hgji’s visit
to Baku to attend his swear-
ing-in  ceremony indicates
the need for further con-
vergence of the Iranian and
Azeri Musiim nations and
those in the neighboring
countries.

He added that presence
of an Iranian parliamentary
delegation in Azerbaijan to
supervise glections in the re-
public indicates that Tehran

is not indifferent towards de-
velopments in the neigh-
boring countries, including
Azerbaijan.

Haji handed Aliev a con-
gratulation message from
President Mohammad Kha-
tami of Iran and stressed the
need for expansion of Teh-
ran-Baku mutual  coop-
eration.

He said that Iranian of-
ficials believed there is no
impediment to expansion of
mutual cooperation and all
conditions are set to broaden
cultural, politica and ec-
onomic relations.

Considering cultural, re-
ligious and historical com-
monalties between the Ira-
nian and Azeri nations, it is
hoped that bilateral  ties
would further expand in a
near future, he said.

Tehran hopes to host the
Azeri president in a near fu-
ture, Haji said.

News Network (ANN).

Y onhap (South Korea).

" OANA to discuss
mediarolein dealing
with economic crises

TEHRAN - Vice-chairman of the Organization of
Asia-Pacific News Agencies (OANA) Mohammad Reza
Sadeq said on Monday the OANA executive board in its
annual meeting will discuss the role of media in dealing
with economic crises in the member states.

Speaking to IRNA ahead of leaving for Tokyo to at-
tend the OANA meeting, Sadeq said the OANA will also
survey application of modern technology in Asia-Pacific

Oana was founded in 1961 to promote cooperation in
professional matters and mutual exchange of news and
features among the member news agencies.

It has currently 33 members including Anadolu Ajansi
(Turkey), Antara (Indonesia), APP (Pakistan), Bakhtar
(Afghanistan), Bernama (Malaysia), BSS (Bangladesh),
ENA (Bangladesh), Hindustan Samachar (India), IRNA
(Iran), ltar-Tass (Russia), Kaz-Tag (Kazakhstan), Kabar
(Kyrgyzstan), KCNA (Democratic People’'s Republic of
Korea), KPL (Laos), Kyodo (Japan), Lankapuvath (Sri
Lanka), Montsame (Mongolia), PNA (Philippines), PPI
(Pekistan), PTI (India), RSS (Nepal), Samachar Bharati
(India), TNA (Thailand), UNB (Bangladesh), UNI (India),
Vietnam news agency, Xinhua news agency (China), and
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panies would take part in the
four day fair in Baghdad.

Mahouti also said that in
order to improve product
quality of industrial units
and boost the country’s ex-
ports, the first export ser-
vices exhibition will be held
in in this northwestern cap-
ital city.

Contrary to the usual ex-
hibitions on exports held so
far, this one will have some
new features, for example an
opportunity for producers to
look for individuas, com-
panies or organizations, able
to export their products, he
said.

The director general of
the Tabriz International Fair
Company said that the ex-
hibition will be held with the
aim of boosting exports of
goods and encourage pro-
ducers to improve the quality
of their products.

Iranian specialists ready to serve their homeland

TEHRAN - A group of
Iranian physicians and spe-
cialists residing abroad an-
nounced their readiness to
serve their motherland.

The Iranian physicians,
specidlists and experts who
are currently in Tehran to
participate in an inter-
national congress on chil-
dren diseases told Dr. Mo-
hammad Reza Zafargandi,

chancellor of Tehran Uni-
versity of Medical Sciences
that they are ready to render
services to their compatriots
during their temporary stay
here, IRNA reported.
Expressing pleasure over
the attendance of the Iranian
physicians at the congress,
Zafargandi briefed them on
the achievements and activ-
ities of the medica uni-

PBO head predicts 5.5 p economic growth annually

TEHRAN - Vice-
President and head of the
Plan and Budget Organiza-

tion (PBO) Mohammad Ali
Nagafi said on Sunday his
organization has envisaged

I ndustrial goods constitute

50 pc of non-oil exports

TEHRAN - Manufactured goods constitute more than 50
percent of Iran’s non-oil exports and contrary to the past Iran
is now considered among major exporter of industrial prod-
ucts in the world. Deputy head of the Export Promation Cen-
ter of Iran (EPCI) Hossein Soltani told IRNA that 60 percent
of the goods exported in the first half of the year (March 21-
September 22) wereindustrial products.

Soltani said that earlier, a mgjor portion of non-oil goods
exported were made up of carpets, pistachios and other tradi-

tional commodities.

He said that industrial products had a mere 33.3 percent
sharein thetotal export of non-oil goodsin 1994.

a 5.5 percent economic
growth annually in the
Third Five-Year Develop-
ment Plan.

Elaborating on the top-
ics of the Third Five-Year
Economic, Social and Cul-
tural Development Plan,
Najafi said annually
837,000 jobs are planned to
be created during the Third
Development Plan.

He said the Third De-
velopment Plan has pre-
dicted social welfare, ren-
dering of  educational,
health and security services
and having active presence
in international competi-

tions.

Najafi said the five-year
plan has also considered
the needs of the young pop-
ulation.

He said the current sys-
tem of subsidies has social
and economic  backlash
and therefore the PBO has
planned to foster social se-
curity and channel the gov-
ernment subsidies to a
modified mechanism to
benefit the public.

versities of the county.

He caled as significant
the country’s achievements
in preventive measures es-
pecialy in field of children
and infants diseases.

At present there are
13,000 students in medica
sciences and 1,280 faculty
members who are active in
the medical universities.

Dr. Houshang Madanlu,
a pediatric and head of the
specialized ward and sci-
entific research section of
Cdlifornia University, who
left Iran 40 year ago, said he
is proud of his Iranian na-
tionality.

He said before coming to
Iran, due to propaganda of
certain mass media, some
people tried to change his
mind and convince him not
to cometo Iran.

“However”, he said, “I
came to Iran with an intent
to render even a trivial help
to Iran and | am ready to
provide any kind of equip-
ment and financial assistance
and cooperate with any char-
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ity and international founda-
tions.”

Dr. Ahmad Nezafati
Azar, head of the pediatrics
ward of Saint Johns Hospital
said that al Iranians abroad
areready to travel to
Iran and serve their country.

All Iranians residing in
America are of great sci-
entific potential so much so
that one forth of professors
in California University are
Iranian, said Dr. Sirous Ab-
basi who left Iran 37 years
ago. He is head of the ob-
stetrics ward in South Cal-
ifornia University.

He aso predicted that
the exhibition will receive an
enthusiastic response from
the public.

The exhibition will be
held from November 25-29
in Tabriz international fair
ground, Mohouti said.

He further added that the
company has sponsored a to-
tal of 26 domestic as well as
5 international fairs over the
past seven month.

250 earthguakes
In Khorasan

Provincein
S months

TEHRAN - Some 250
earthquakes with intensity of
over two degrees on the
Richter scale have hit this
northeastern province in the
first half of the current Ira-
nian year which began
March 21.

M ohammad Hussein
Hassan-Nia, head of the pro-
vincial seismological base
told IRNA that out of the to-
tal number, 120 earthquakes
occurred in the northern
parts of the province with
the intensity ranging from
two to 5.2 degrees.

During the same period
20 earthquakes with mag-
nitudes ranging from 4 to 5.8
degrees occurred in the
southern sector of the prov-
ince, he added.
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