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MEMBER OF THE BRITISH JEWELLERSASSOCIATION

Tel: 0171-930 1475
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|ran participating in I nterpol
conference in Cairo

TEHRAN - An Iranian delegation led by deputy commander of law en-

M orocco seeks to broaden
relations with Iran

TEHRAN - Moroccan Deputy Foreign Minister Ayesheh Belarabi in a

ETTELA'AT

meeting with Iran’s Ambassador to Rabat Hossein Sobhani-Nia stressed the

expansion of relations between Tehran and Rabat.

Belarabi further called for implementation of the agreements reached be-
tween the two countries through their joint commission sessions, IRNA re-

ported from Paris.

She said that exchange of visits by high-ranking Iranian and Moroccan
officials would be highly helpful to the implementation of the agreements.

The two sides also exchanged views on ways and means of expanding
cooperation and also arrangements for holding the third Tehran-Rabat joint

economic commission session in Tehran.
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Nationwide elections held for UK holdsout prospect o
supporting Iran projects

Experts Assemp

TEHRAN - The nationwide elections for
the third term of the Experts Assembly, a key
body with the power to appoint and dismiss
the leader, were conducted on Friday.

All those 15-years of age and above
throughout the country went to the polling sta-
tions and cast their votes for 167 contestants,
of whom 86 found their way to the Experts

Assembly.

A total of 33,312 polling booths, in-
cluding 13,329 mabile, were installed for el-

igible voters.

Meanwhile, 15,505 stations were set up in
citiesand 17,807 othersin villages.

To secure safety of the elections, over
99,000 law enforcement personnel were de-
ployed in more than 33,000 stations.

Some 10,000 inspectors monitored pro-
cess of the elections throughout the country.

According to the regulations of the elec-
tions, polling stations were to remain open till
18:00 hours but the deadline extended to day

21:00 hours.

Leader of the Idamic Revolution Ay-
atollah Ali Khamenei cast his vote in the elec-

tions on Friday morning.

Casting his ballot, the Leader said that this
time the turnout of the people will also dis-

institutions.

didates carefully,” he added.

President Khatami
stitutions, parties and groupings must be pro-
moted in the Iranian society, thus alowing the
public to choose with greater consciousness
and full knowledge.

He stressed that the government and the
system should support development of these

said that civil in-

Khatami reminded the electorates of the
sensitivity of the assembly and recommended

them to choose good, pious and knowledge-

hold.

1,682,882

able candidates who are fully aware of the re-
quirements of the time and the post they will

In Tehran constituency, 4,299 polling
booths were installed, 3,608 in urban and 621
in rural areas. Tehran has 16 members in the
8-year term assembly.

The elections headquarters announced fi-
na results for Tehran constituency on Sun-

Out of the total of 2,800,267 ballots cast
in Tehran, Akbar Hashemi Rafsanjani gained

The announcement said that 160,358

ballots.

appoint the enemy, who since the victory of

the Islamic Revolution in 1979 has been
hatching al sorts of plots to undermine the

Islamic Revolution.

The Leader advised the electorates to go
to the polls as soon as possible and select

their candidates wisely.

The Iranian nation is wise and aert and
knows the enemy, IRNA quoted the Leader as
saying, adding that despite the mischievous
attempts of the enemy, the nation will act
upon the interests of the nation and will not

surrender to the enemy.

Meanwhile, President Mohammad Kha
tami, casting his vote, told reporters that all
foundations and components of the system,
among them the Experts Assembly, are some-

how based on people’ s vote.

The president said that people are on the
vigilance, adding that the
greater this presence, the better for the sys

scene with full

tem.

“There are more competent and eligible
people than these. However, choices are there
and there is relative diversity. The people and
the youth in particular must select their can-

votes were discarded, including 85,047 blank

TEHRAN - The British
government is adopting a
more flexible approach in
offering to underwrite pro-
jects in countries where
credit cover is not gener-
ally available that could ap-
ply to Iran, according to
the Export Credit Guar-
antee Department (ECGD).

An ECGD spokesman
told IRNA in London Fri-
day that an initiative to
consider providing support
for ‘good projects’ in off-
cover developing markets,
includes Iran.

The prospect follows
Trade Minister Brian Wil-
son announcing Thursday
that the British government
helped UK firms to win or-
ders in Turkey by under-
writing a project in that
country for the first time
without a sovereign guar-
antee.

The ‘good projects’ in-
itiative was originally
launched in August, with
the aim of being of par-

[ran for expansion of
tieswith other countries

TEHRAN - President Mohammad Khatami here on Saturday received
new lranian ambassadors to nine countries before their departure for the
countries of their assignment.

Stressing the need for expansion of relations with other countries, the

president told the newly appointed ambassadorsto Kyrgyzstan, Cuba, Ire-
land, Bahrain, Austria, Italy, Indonesiaand Sudan as well as the consulate
general to Munchen, Germany, that offering a true picture of Iran to the

world is a step towards further stabilizing the Islamic Republic of Iran,

IRNA reported.
He said that as representatives of the Islamic Republic of Iran, Iranian
ambassadors should do their best to expand Iran’srelations with the coun-

tries of their assignment.

lran’ s proposal
Included in General
Assembly agenda

TEHRAN - The U.N.
general committee on Fri-
day unanimously approved
to include in the agenda of
the current Generd As
sembly meeting Iran’s pro-
posa on designating the
year 2001 as the year of di-
alog among civilizations.

The proposa was made
by President Mohammad
Khatami of Iran in his
speech at the U.N. General
Assembly in  September,
IRNA reported.

Iran’s permanent repre-
sentative to the U.N., Hadi
Nejad Husseinian briefing
the general committee on the
proposal said the Organiza
tion of the Islamic Confer-
ence (OIC) and the Non-
Aligned Movement (NAM)
have broadly supported Pres-
ident Khatami’s proposal.

The General Assembly is
to discuss the proposal in the
form of a resolution within
few days.

Stressing that the United
Nations has been founded on
diaog instead of clash and
cooperation and tolerance in-
stead of bloodshed and con-

Iran, only Mideat

country authorized

to export seafood
toEU

TEHRAN - With respect
to new health and hygienic
regulations, Iran is the only
country in the Middle East
allowed to export various
species of fish and sea an-
imals to the European Un-
ion.

Director General for pub-
lic heath department of
Iran's Veterinary Organiza-
tion Parviz Golrang further
told IRNA here Saturday
that the organization super-
vises over production and
packaging units and com-
pels them to observe inter-
national health standards.

Fishery plays a major
role in promoting Iran’s non-
oil exports, he said, adding
at present one kilogram of
shrimp fetches more hard
currency than abarrel of ail.

flict, he said the world body
plays a pivota role in pro-
motion of dialog among civ-
ilizations and cultures.

Supporting Iran’s pro-
posal, representatives from
Italy, India, Senegal, Russia,
Lesotho, Armenia and Mon-
golia  described  dialog
among civilizations as the
best means of achieving in-
ternational understanding
and tolerance and voiced
readiness to actively coop-
eratein this respect.

U.N. Secretary Genera
Kofi Annan in Washington
last Friday praised Kha
tami’s proposal and stressed
that promotion of civil so-
ciety at nationa and inter-
national level depends on di-
dog among communities
and civilizations.

He underlined the need for closer relationship between Iranian repre-
sentative missions and Iranians residing in other countries.

President offered necessary guidelines to the Iranian diplomats on the
countries where they are to serve.

ticular benefit to exporters
tendering for contracts in
African and Caspian mar-
kets, including the oil and
gas, petrochemicals, min-
ing and tele-
communi cations sectors.

The countries, like Af-
ghanistan, Iraq, Libya,
Myanmar and Serbia are
still - excluded from the
scheme. Until its economic
situation improves, Nigeria
is also off-limits

Cases under the ‘good
projects’ initiative will be
examined by ECGD on a
case by case. Ideally to mit-
igate risks, it suggests that
projects should be viable
and have hard currency
earnings.

The UK took the first
step in August of resuming
short-term  official  in-
surance cover for British
exports to Iran but the de-
cision fell far short of the
full-cover offered by such
countries as France and Ita-

ly.

Foreign Ministry:

Anr Moussa:

forcement forces Mohsen Ansari is taking part in the 67th annual conference
of Interpol which started in Cairo Thursday, an Iranian diplomatic source
from Cairo told IRNA in Athens.

149 Countries are taking part in the 6-day conference which was in-
augurated Thursday by the Interpol chief Kani Moto and Egypt’'s Interior
Minister Habib Adli.

Topics under discussion include ways to combat organized crime, drug
trafficking, terrorism and crime against children.

Interpol does not conduct worldwide criminal investigations. Rather, it
serves as a means of communicating information from the police of one
country to those of another.

Time has come for
stronger ties with lran

TEHRAN - Egyptian
Foreign Minister Amr Mous-
sa has called for a stronger
ties with the region’s non-
Arab dtates like Iran and
Turkey.

“1 think the time has
come for stronger relations
with the regional non-Arab
countries, such as Turkey
and Iran, with which we
have strong historic and cul-
tural ties,” Moussa said in an
interview with the Egyptian
Al-Ahram weekly.

In response to a question
on Egypt's ties with Iran,
Moussa told the English-
language Egyptian paper, “as
far as Iran is concerned, |
can say that Egyptian di-
plomacy has been moving in
the direction of stressing our
points of agreement instead
of giving too much attention
to the points on which we
disagree,” IRNA reported
from Athens.

“Today, Egypt and Iran
are engaged in a dialogue.

U.N. human rights report
against redlitiesin Iran

TEHRAN - Foreign Min-
istry spokesman Mahmoud
Mohammadi here on Friday
said the report released by
special representative of the
U.N. Human Rights Com-
mission in the case of Iranis
incompatible with realities
and current developments in
Iran.

Mohammadi said the re-
port has been compiled with-
out taking into consideration
current  developments in
Iran, especialy those oc-
curring after last year's May
23 presidential  elections,
IRNA reported.

Iran, Syriasign agreement for
cooperation In economic areas

TEHRAN - Iran and Syr-
ia signed a memorandum of
understanding for economic
cooperation at the end of a
session of Tehran-Damascus
joint economic commission
in the Syrian capital Friday
night.

The agreement was
signed by Iran’'s Housing
and Urban Development
Minister Ali Abdolalizadeh
and Syrian Economy and
Foreign Trade Minister Mu-
hammad al-Imadi.

According to the agree-
ment, the two countries will
cooperate in such areas as
construction of cement fac-
tories, steel mill, silos and
wagon manufacturing plants
as well as in banking, tele-
communications, air and sea
transportation, oil and pet-
rochemicals and exchange of

information on repair of his-
torical monuments, IRNA re-
ported from Damascus.

The two sides aso
signed a 15-million-dollar
agreement for manufacture
of electric appliances.

The joint high political
committee, headed by Iran’s
First Vice-President Hassan
Habibi and his Syrian coun-
terpart Abd al-Halim Khad-
dam, will meet in Damascus
within two months.

Meanwhile, on the side-
lines of the Damascus ses-
sion, Habibi and  Syrian
Prime Minister Mahmoud
az-Zoubi will chair the joint
high economic committee to
review the latest economic
developments between the
two countries.

During his week-long
visit to both Lebanon and

Tajikistan for expansion
of tieswith Iran

TEHRAN - The Taik
Minister of Labor Kho-
dayabardi Khaleq Nazarov
called for expansion of coop-
eration with Iran in technical
and labor fields.

Speaking Saturday at the

graduation ceremony for 16
Tajik  students at ‘Karg)’
technical training center, he
added that common culture
and language provides suit-
able grounds for cooperation
between Iran and Tajikistan,

French Elf company
to enhance activitiesin Iran

TEHRAN - The Paris-based economic daily ‘La Tribune'
wrote in its Thursday issue that French oil company ‘Elf’ is
ready to enhance its activitiesin Iran.

La Tribune, referring to EIf’s plans to cooperate with Ital-
ian company ‘Eni’ for the development of ‘Dorud’ oil field at
Maren island coasts in the Persian Gulf, quoted Elf officials as
saying that the ongoing talks have been highly fruitful so far,

IRNA reported from Paris.

The source was further quoted as predicting that the coop-
eration contract would be signed within the next two weeks
barring any unexpected problems.

The daily put the total needed investment in Dorud oil
field a more than Dlrs 500 million, 55 percent of which it
said will be invested by Elf and the remaining 45 percent by
Eni.The goal behind investment in the field has been stated as
increasing Dorud oil field's annual output to 1.5 billion bar-

rels from the current 600 million.

Referring to the U.S. d Amato Bill, which bans American
companies from investing in Iran, the daily said the contract
would not be hindered because European companies are ex-

empted from the bill.

IRNA reported.

He also expressed the
hope that with the continua-
tion of implementation of
the hilateral agreements,
technical cooperation be-
tween the two countries will
continue.

The Iranian ambassador
to Tajikistan Rasoul Mou-
savi also said that with the
building of a joint factory,
Iranian and Tajik labor min-
istries  will provide op-
portunities for the Tajik
youth to be trained in their
own country.

He aso suggested that in
order to familiarize people of
the two countries with vari-
ous professions, a joint ex-
hibition on self-employment
be held in the Tajik capital.

The 16 Tajik nationas
who just completed the one-
year program at Kargj tech-
nical training center, studied
such fields as auto-
mechanics, electronics, com-
puters and wood industries.

An official at the Iranian
embassy also said that addi-
tiona students from Tajiki-
stan will attend the program,
this year.

Syria, Abdolalizadeh dis-
cussed ways of boosting
Tehran's cooperation with
Beirut and Damascusin vari-
ous economic fields. The
housing and urban develop-
ment Minister left damascus
for Tehran on Friday night.

Political exploitation of
human rights issue is re-
jected and is in contradiction
with the U.N. Charter, said
Mohmmadi, adding that Iran
cares upgrading and im-
proving various aspects of
human rights on the basis of
religious values and peopl€’'s
religious and cultural beliefs.

The Islamic Republic of
Iran has always given the
priority in its agenda to the
realization of human rights
and the legitimate and basic
freedoms of its nationals in
accordance with its Islamic
beliefs and internationa
commitments

The U.N. secretary gen-
eral has offered a 16-page re-
port of the U.N. Human
Rights Commission’s special
envoy Capithorn to the U.N.
General Assembly.

Political experts believe
that although Capithorn has
been trying not to turn a
blind eye to the existing pos-
itive realities of human
rightsin Iran, the report con-
tains claims which do not go
with current realities in lran,
indicating that thereis akind
of politica confrontation
against human rights.

The two countries are not
taking apprehensive or neg-
ative positions towards each
other.

“They are rather adopt-
ing a positive approach in or-
der to patch up their differ-
ences and dea with their
bilateral problems.”

He noted that there has
been a programn of ex-
changing visits  between
Cairo and Tehran.

“Modest as it may be.
still, it is there and it is a
good start,” highlighted the
Egyptian foreign minister.

Moussa said he met with
Iranian President Mohamad
Khatami and also with Ira
nian Foreign Minister Kamal
Kharrazi, as he had met with
the former Iranian foreign
minister Ali Akbar Velayati.

“‘There has aso been an

exchange of visits by ec-
onomic delegations. All of
this has helped cool off the
tensions in bilatera re-
lations,” he said.
Commenting on Cairo’s
ties with Isragl, Moussa de-
duced, “Israel is quite a dif-
ferent story. With Israel we
do not have the historic and
cultural elements that bind
us as it is with both Iran and
Turkey.” “There is a dimen-
sion of reconciliation that
can be pursued further, if Is-
rael will accept a just and

fair dea that safeguards
Arabrights.”
“However, there has

been a setback on this road
of reconciliation, as a result
of the drastic shift in Isragli
policy against the peace pro-
cess,” the Egyptian foreign
minister concluded.

|ran stresses importance of
protecting children’srights

TEHRAN - A member
of the Iranian delegation to
the United Nations, Esmail
Afsharian, said in New York
Friday that Iran has so far
launched many innovative
plans to materialize the sub-
lime goals of the convention
on protection of children’s
rights.

He made the remark in
the meeting of the organiza-
tion's third committee
which focuses on the issue
of ‘reinforcing and pro-
tecting the rights of chil-
dren’, IRNA reported from
New York.

He said certain measures
have been taken in Iran to
ensure children’'s rights for
education and guarantee that
by the year 2000 all the chil-
dren in the age group of 6-10
hold valid birth certificates
and attend school.

Taking into considera-
tion that Iran has been host-
ing the largest number of
refugees for the longest pe-
riod of time in the world, he
said, Iran has managed to
provide free educational and
health services for more than
106,000 Afghan and 25,000
Iragi children living in
[ran.

Since 46 percent of pop-
ulation of Iran are in the age
group of 18 years and below,
the government has con-

centrated al its health pol-
icies on this specific group.
Most objectives of the policy
have been achieved, he add-
ed.

Afsharian cited forma
tion of specia courts to deal
with issues relating to pro-
tecting children’s rights and
amending the laws on child
custody as among legal
measures taken in lran to
protect children’srights.

Expressing concern over
various forms of child abuse,
including sexual exploita-
tion and engagement in il-
legal activities, the Iranian
diplomat called on the third
committee to pay particular
attention to such issues and
adopt proper deterrent meas-
ures.

Pointing to fate of chil-
dren caught in armed clash-
es, he referred  to the de-
structive  effects of the
ongoing war in Afghanistan
on children and the brutal
behavior of Taliban, de-
scribing the situation as
alarming.

Stressing significance of
children’s rights convention
as the most important inter-
nationa means to protect
children's rights, he said
that the international com-
munity should not leave un-
punished those who violate
children’ srights.

Tehran, Ankara to expand
custoMms cooperati on

TEHRAN - lran and
Turkey have signed a mem-
orandum of understanding
for expansion of customs
cooperation.

The agreement, to go
into effect as of October 27,
1998, dlows round-the-
clock traffic of passengers
and vehicles and customs af-
fairs handling on Iran’s Ba-
zargan border point and
Turkish Gurbulagh, IRNA
reported from Ankara.

It was signed by the vis-
iting head of Iran’s Customs
Administration Mehdi Kar-
basian and his Turkish coun-
terpart Ramazan Uludag.

The two sides agreed on
reconstruction,  renovation
and establishment of new in-

stallations at Bazargan and
Gurbulagh border points and
launching executive opera-
tions for implementation of
development projects in the
border point as of next year.

They also expressed will-
ingness to solve customs
problems and accelerate
transit of goods through their
territory to Europe and Cen-
tral Asia.

Fecilitation of vehicle
trips, settlement of problems
related to lorries carrying
fuel to Turkey and alocation
of new sites for the passing
vehicles were among other
provisions of the agree-
ments.

Karbasian had travelled
to Turkey to attend the fifth

UAE, Iranian organization to form
joint construction company

ev
filiated to Mostazafan

elopment and housing organization,
and Janbazan Foundation (MJF), is to

form a construction company in cooperation with the United

Arab Emirates.

Managing Director of the organization Mohammad-Ali
Y azdanju told IRNA here on Saturday that 51 percent of the
company’s shares belongsto MJF and the rest to the UAE.

Once legal procedures for its registration are completed,
the company would start constructing buildings, said Y az-
danju, adding that the UAE is busy implementing many pro-
jects for construction of buildings and skyscrapers and the
number of these projects are  expected to considerably in-

crease by the year 2000.

The MJF-UAE joint company would be more active in
construction of high rise buildings and townships, the Iranian

official continued.

Moreover, said Yazdanju, MJF is to prepare the grounds
for implementation of development projects in Sudan under
an agreement earlier signed with that country.

Considering the slump in oil revenues, export of technical
services can serve as a step to make for part of the country’s
foreign exchange shortage, Yazdanju said, adding that Iran
has necessary engineering and executive potential to export

technical services.

ETTELAAT ONTHE INTERNET
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meeting of the heads of the
ECO customs departments,
which ended in Istanbul on

Thursday.
Expansion of customs
cooperation among ECO

member countries, easing
customs formalities and pro-
motion of mutual investment
to raise volume of trade
among member countries
were some points stressed in
the course of the four-day
meeting.

Karbasian told IRNA
that issues related to transit
of goods among member
countries, customs regu-
lations and easing customs
formalities had been dis
cussed in the course of the
meeting.

Karbasian said that Iran
presented to the session map
of roads, railroads and transit
ports. Other countries were
also required to speed up of-
fering map of their transit
routes, he added.

The Iranian official said
the proposals put forward by
Iranian delegation in the
course of the meeting, in-
cluding facilitating border
transit and handling of lor-
ries as well as offering
round-the-clock service at

border customs offices, were
ratified.

The participants, he said,
hailed Iran for offering train-
ing courses to the ECO
member countries’ customs
experts and called on Iran to
continue organizing courses
on customs regulations and
related services to Centra
Asian republics customs
personnel.

He said that participants
also underlined cooperation
among member states to
fight smuggle of goods.

Close cooperation and
speedy exchange of in-
formation can prevent cus-
toms violations, which not
only damage economy but
have adverse socia, fi-
nancial and cultural impact
on the member countries,
Karbasian continued.

The lranian customs
head said that in line with its
efforts to expand trade with
the ECO members, Iran has
prepared the  necessary
grounds through equipping
its customs offices in Now-
shahr and Anzali ports off
the Caspian Sea coast to
boost Central Asian re
publics' link with Iran and
the outside world.
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