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Out of this world call prices

lran

Germany

France
USA
Canada

Australia

Japan

48p

12p
12p

p
11p
13p
16p

Rates are inclusive of VAT
and apply all day every day!

Call PLANET TALK free on

0800 856 2029
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EARTHQUAKE ENGINEERING COMPLETE
STRENGTHENING & RETROFITTING: MUNICIPAL SERVICES
* Wood Frame Houses

* Apartment Buildings
* Commercial Buildings |BUILDING & SAFETY

* Concrete Tilt-Ups * In(;sgec}idon of EARTHQUAKE dam-
; aged Bldgs.
. (F\)’fﬂc;e, Waf%‘v";‘f’f * Expediting Complicated Bldg. Permits
anioreing W 0 * Architectural Design Services
Roof Connection * Structural Engineering Services

* Welded Steel * Custom Homes, Shopping Centers,
Moment Connection Condos, etc... ]

* Compliance with L.A. City |* Civil Engineering Services
Retrofit Ordinance * Find Inspection & Certificate of
Occupancy

* Building Code Consulting

Sl (fywapen | * Compliance with Building Dept. Viola-
bogliryiceriylied tion Orders
NSURANCICNNS |+ Conditional Use Permit
* Subdivisions, Variances. Zone Changes
* Representation in Public Hearings

SPECIALIST
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(818) 501 - 1028
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JAMSHID S, IRANI
ATTORNEY AT LAW
1170 BROADWAY, SUITE 510-A
NEW YORK, NEW YORK 10001
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Moyal & Moyal, North American Center
8 Finch Ave. West, Toronto, Ontario MZN 6L 1 Canada
Tel: (416) 733 - 0330
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e-mail: henrymoy @ idirect. com, http://web. idirect. Com/~ visacan
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Easter n Languages

P.O.Box 502 Provo, UT 84603-0502 U.S.A
Phone: (801)377-4558 Fax: (801)377-2200
http://www. easter nlanguages.com
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Singapore to develop regional

cooperation with lran

TEHRAN - Singapore’'s Deputy Minister of Trade and Industry Tang | N

Kuan Seng said his country is willing to develop regional cooperation with

Iran in economic field.

In a meeting here with Mahmoud Vaezi, deputy at the Iranian Foreign
Ministry, Seng said Singapore believes that Iran is capable of undertaking an

important rolein Asia given its unique geographical situation.

“Singapore is ready to sign agreements with Iran on economic coop-
eration,” he said. Vaezi also voiced Iran’s readiness to develop trade and ec-

onomic relations with Singapore.

President addresses theater artists:

[ranian people
seeking to return to
thelr genuine Identity

TEHRAN - President Mohammad Khatami here Tuesday
touching on the continued struggle between traditionalism and
modernism called the Islamic Revolution as a new era in the
life of Iranian people who are seeking to return to their gen-

uine identity.

“We should find our identity and it does not mean back-
wardness, rather it means finding a platform to stand, think
and look at future,” said the president, adding “this platform
liesin our culture, civilization and literature,” IRNA reported.

Addressing a group of theater artists from across the coun-
try here at City Theater Hall, President Khatami said thinking
creates arts which itself originates from philosophy and sci-

ence.

“We should be thoughtful if we want to attain develop-

ment,” Khatami said.

Underlining the importance of job security for the artists,
the president said an artist should not be afraid of his expres-

sion.

A real artist should observe social norms, he said, adding
that art should not be assigned to superficial single-dimension

persons.

Referring to the efforts made after the culmination of the
Islamic Revolution to regain Iranian identity in al arena in-
cluding art, he said, Iranian arts have made great progress but

are &till far from an ideal point.

The president, who also heads the Supreme Council of the
Culturd  Revolution, said that officials should meet al the

spiritual and
being devaluated.

material needs of artists and prevent art from
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Parliament approves urgency of
foreign investments quarantee bill

TEHRAN - Repre-
sentatives of the Islamic
Consultative Assembly

(Majlis) here Wednesday ap-
proved urgency of a hill
which if passed will guar-
antee macro foreign in-
vestments in lran's free
trade zones.

The bill proposes that if
foreign investments made in
free trade zones either be-
come nationalized or subject
to certain laws in future, the
Iranian government guar-
antees to compensate for the
losses occured or provide
the investors with an equiv-
alent of their capital.

Following the approval
of the urgency of the hill, it
will be studied at relevant
Majlis commissions.

Secretary of the High
Council of Free Industrial
and Trade Zones Morteza
Alviri elaborating on the is-
sue said that the Free Trade
Zone Organization guar-
antees foreign investments
up to a certain ceiling.

But, he said, guarantee
of huge foreign investments
isbeyond the capacity of the
organization.

Alviri said that govern-

Tokyo upholdsliran’s
foreign policy

TEHRAN - Visiting Jap-
anese parliamentarian Koki
Chuma underlined Tokyo's
full support for principles of
President Mohammad Kha-
tami’s foreign policy on de-
tenteand dialog among civ-
ilizations.

He made the remark in a
meeting with  Parliament
Vice-Speaker Hassan Ro-
whani Tuesday, IRNA re-
ported.

Highlighting Iran’s out-
standing role in restoration
of peace and stability in the
region, Chuma called on
Tehran to undertake a great-
e role on internationa
scenes.

New international situa-
tion, regional and continental
blockings, specialy under
the European monetary un-
ion, are among other factors
encouraging Asian countries
to be united, the Japanese
parliamentarian said.

He added Japan as a
great economic pole in East
Asia and Iran as a regional
power in West Asia can fos-
ter closer ties between Asian
countries.

Rowhani said the current
visit of the Japanese delega-
tion to Iran is a move aim-
ing to further consolidate bi-
lateral ties. The vice-speaker
of the parliament also called
for expansion of Tehran-
Tokyo political, economic,
cultura and parliamentary
ties.

Rowhani, also head of
the foreign policy commis-

sion of the parliament, said
the foreign policy of Pres-
ident Khatami has helped
improve lran's relations
with other countries. He also
expressed full support of
the Iranian Parliament for
President Khatami’s policy
of detente, good-
neighborliness and dialog
among civilizations.

He sad Iran in its
present foreign policy looks
to East and it is ready to pro-
mote its relations with Asian
countriesin particular.

Rowhani further referred
to Iran’s efforts for settle-
ment of the regiona crises
such as Caucasus crisis, Tgj-
ikistan civil war and Af-
ghan crisis, through nego-
tiations among different
Afghan factions, and its re-
cent efforts to ease tension
between Syria and Turkey,
calling such efforts as an in-
dication to Tehran’s sincer-
ity.

Recalling that Iran and
Japan are two victims of
weapons  of mass de-
struction, Rowhani said they
can be forerunners of cam-
paign against production,
proliferation and application
of weapons of mass de
struction.

Meanwhile, Parliament
Speaker Ali  Akbar Nateg-
Nouri here Tuesday received
the visiting chief of the for-
eign policy commission in
the Japanese Parliament.

In the meeting, Chuma
underlined the need to fur-

ther promote the existing re-
lations between the two
countries and appreciated the
parliament of the Islamic Re-
public of Iran for backing
expansion of the bilateral
relations.

The Iranian Parliament
speaker in his talks said that
the existing level of the
Iran-Japan relations is not
enough and that endeavors
should be made to use high
economic potentiality of Iran
and technical know-how of
Japan to further promote
cooperation, specifically
through active participation
of Japan in the economic
projects of Iran.

Nateg-Nouri further said
that gone are the days when
a single country used to uni-
laterally impose its will on
other countries, adding that
today, the Asian nations with
their massive potentialities
and capabilities are able to
establish a greater union.

ment’s guarantee for foreign
investments can prepare the
ground for huge foreign in-
vestments in free trade zones
in the country.

There are investors at
present who are ready to
make investments over Dlrs
one billion in the Iranian free
trade zones, said Alviri.

But, he added, they seek
legal guarantees to their in-
vestments.

The Wednesday session
was presided over by Speak-
e Hojatoleslam Ali Akbar
Nateq Nouri.

Oman underlines importance of
military cooperation with Iran

TEHRAN - The outgoing Iranian Ambassador to Muscat, Siyavosh Zar-
gar Yagoubi, met and conferred with Omani Navy Commander Shahab Bin
Tarig on mutual military cooperation between the two countries.

In the meeting, the Omani navy commander underlined the important
role of military cooperation between Tehran and Muscat in preserving peace
and tranquility in the Persian Gulf waters.

The commander also expressed satisfaction with the good military coop-
eration between Iran and Oman.

Central Bank to confinue system of ixed exchange retes

TEHRAN - The Central
Bank of Iran (CBI) an-
nounced Wednesday that the
policy of fixed exchange
rate, in line with the econom-
ic rehabilitation plan, will
continue until the end of the
Iranian year 1378 (March
19, 2000).

Following an interview
of the deputy governor of
Central Bank for foreign ex-
change, Mohammad Jafar
Mojarrad with IRNA, the
CBI public relations de-
partment added that even af-
ter the end of the Second
Development Plan, the Cen-

French president:

vitation to his

greetings of

Paris, IRNA reported.

in the future.

Pariskeen to expand
tieswith Tenran

TEHRAN - French President Jacques Chirac said
Parisiswilling to develop political, economic and cul-
tural ties with Tehran and ready to welcome Iranian
Foreign Minister Kamal Kharrazi to France.

Chirac made the remark in a meeting with Iran's
new Ambassador to Paris, Alireza Mo’ ayeri who sub-
mitted his credentials to him.

The French president once again re-extended hisin-
Iranian counterpart Mohammad Kha
tami to pay a state visit to France.

In the meeting, the ambassador conveyed the warm
Iranian President Mohammad Khatami to
the French president and underlined the need for con-
tinuation of amicable relations between Tehran and

Mo’ ayeri expressed hope that the given the current
favorable position, poalitical, cultural and economic re-
lations between the two countries would further expand

The French president in reply called the recent visit
of the French Foreign Minister Hubert Vedrine to Teh-
ran as “useful” and recalled the friendly relations be-
tween Iran and France which he termed as two coun-
tries with ancient civilizations.

tral Bank will abide by the
laws and policy rec-
ommendations envisioned in
the Third Development Plan.

The foreign exchange
system in the third plan will
be based on expert studies
and country’'s macro ec-
onomic policies, it added.

Mojarrad told IRNA that
flexibility of foreign ex-
change system relative to the
economic conditions is satis-
factory because the foreign
exchange has performed its
task similar to an anchor
which cannot be more ef-
fective.

He said that if at any
time we can do away with
the system of fixed exchange
rate, then we must have a
strategy.

“We believe that the for-
eign exchange system has to
be more flexible so it can
adjust to the external shocks
such as the decline in the
price of oil in the inter-
national markets.”

He said, “the experience
of East Asian countries has
taught us that one of the rea-
sons for the crisis in In-
donesia and Malaysia is the
exchange rates that were
fixed for a long term, when
the capital inflows and out-
flows took place without the
corresponding devaluation in
the exchange rate.”

The Central Bank official
stated that a fixed exchange
system can be effective like
an anchor in the time of ec-
onomic  instability, but
should afterwards be more
flexible with the aim of in-
creasing competitiveness of
the country in the inter-
national markets.

He said that in order to
have a hedlthy banking sys-
tem the planners of the

200,000 to be elected
member s of |slamic councils

TEHRAN - Interior Min-
ister Abdolvahed Mousavi
Lari announced that some
one million people are ex-
pected to run for the Islamic
council elections dated for
February 26, 1999.

Addressing a gathering
of public relations officias
of the organizations under
the Interior Ministry in-
cluding those of the govern-
orate generals, Lari added

that some 200,000 people
would be elected for the Is-
lamic councils for cities and
villages, IRNA reported.

Noting the wide scope of
the elections, Lari said that
the resources planned for
the elections are over twice
those for elections of the Ex-
perts Assembly and parlia-
ment put together.

He caled on the public
relations officials to take full

/Rafsanjani:

o

e Woman S el

TEHRAN - Expediency
Council Chairman  Akbar
Hashemi Rafsanjani said
that no move has devel oped
women’s status and paid at-
tention to their issues as ad-

Indialifts import duty on onions from Iran

TEHRAN - India has
scrapped import duty on on-
ions procured from Iran.

An information to this
effect was given to IRNA in
New Delhi by India's di-
rector general of foreign
trade, Ministry of Com-
merce, Lakhan Pal.

“Onions from Iran are

now freely importable and
have been put under open
general licence (OGL) list.

He aso suggested that
the scrapping of import duty
would possibly lead to more
import of onions from Iran
than the initia amount of
3,000 tons.

Iranisair lifting 750 tons

TEHRAN

Soccer Federation.
Darioush Mustafavi,

zi, mass media committee.

Six Iranians eected to Asian Soccer
Confederation committees

- Six lranians were elected members of
various committees of the Asian Soccer Confederation,
announced Iran’s Soccer Federation.

This follows Iran's recent membership in the ex-
ecutive committee of the Asian Soccer Confederation.

The six persons were elected as members of the com-
mittees for the years 1998-2002 upon proposal of Iran's

technical committee, Nasser
Nouavar, security committee, Mohammad Khabiri, com-
petitions committee, Nasser Seirafi, medical committee,
Abbas Torabiyan, soccer committee and Mohammad Azi-

Since the victory of 1979 Islamic Revolution this is
the first time that six Iranians have become members of
the Asian Confederation committees.

Iranian chessteam gainstwo

victories at Malaysian contest

TEHRAN - A team from the physical training college
of northeastern province of Khorasan managed to gain two
victoriesat Asia s grand chess competition in Malaysia.

The Iranian Chess Federation announced that the Ira-
nian team defeated its Malaysian rival 3 to 1 in the third
round and 2.5 to 1.5 in the fourth round.

The Iranian team tops the list of winners by scoring
12.5 points, followed by aMalaysian team.

of onions and sending the re-
maining 2,250 tons by ship
this week.

India is currently faced
with what is being termed as
“onion crisis’.

Qinions are sdling at a
whopping DIrs 1.50 a kg at
present, amounting to a
four-fold, in some parts of
the country eight-fold, in-
crease from early this year.

This has happened due to
failure of the oinion crop, af-
fected first by a scorching
summer and then by heavy
and unseasonal rains, in the
country.

The Indian government
swung to import onions from
Iran when a Dubai-based
company alegedly back-
tracked on an agreement to
supply 3,000 tons of onions
last week.

The skyrocketing of on-
ion prices has become a hot
issuein at least two Bhartiya
Janata Party-led states where
assembly elections are due
in November this year.

Though Iranian onions
would cost India Dlirs 71
cents a kg, these would be
sold by the BJP government
of Delhi at 300 outlets in the
city at a subsidised rate of
about DIrs 29 cents.

Also, Delhi Chief Min-
ister Sushma Swarg] was in-
strumental in persuading the
central government to waive
off the import duty on Ira-
nian onions.

vent of Islam did.

Rafsanjani told staffers
of the women's non-
governmental  organizations
that Iranian officials are try-
ing to restore women's
rights under Islamic laws
and God’'s orders, IRNA re-
ported. He praised the pos-
itive trend of Iranian wom-
en's movement in the post
Islamic Revolution era, es-
pecialy during the eight-
year sacred defense (1980-
88) and reconstruction pe-
riod, and said that a large
number of Iranian women
have found their way to ac-
ademic and educational
centersto the effect that their
number now exceeds that

of men.

Iranian women's pres-
ence in international circles
is also an auspicious move
which can set a suitable pat-
tern for other communities
to follow, sad Rafsanjani,
adding that ethical issues
and possible anxieties over
the failure to fulfill materna
duty or train children are
among sources of concern in
Western societies.

All  lranian  women
should adhere to Islamic
principles and values and in-
sure their healthy presencein
the society, and thisis pos-
sible only through ad-
ministration of justice, Raf-
sanjani said.

Main phase of Zolfagar-2
military excerciseto be
conducted soon

TEHRAN - The main
phases of the army’s larg-

est ever military ex-
cercise dubbed “Zol-
fagar-2" will be

conducted by the forces
on eastern border lines,
on October 31, the com-
mander of the army’s
ground forces Brigadier
General Abdulali Pour-
shasb announced on Tues-
day.

The three divisions of
the armed forces are to
actively take part in the
war games, IRNA quoted
the commander as saying.

Units under command
of the Zolfagar-2 head-
quarters have had con-
tinuous and successful
military exercises aong
the border lines in Khor-

asan, Sistan and Baluche-
stan provinces, said the
commander.

Expressing that the
army units stationed on
eastern border are on full
alert, the commander said
that the successful conduct
of the war games is in-
dicative of the army’s
readiness to defend the en-
tirety of the Islamic coun-
try.

The personnel of the
army are always ready to
sacrifice their livesto pre-
serve stability, security
and might of the country,
he concluded.

advantage of the provincia
mass media and propagation
organizationsto introduce to
the public the role of the
councils and the necessary
qualifications for the voters
and candidates.

Also spesking at the
gathering was Deputy Inter-
ior Minister Mostafa Tqj-
zadeh who spoke about the
responsibilities of public re-
lations offices.

“Public relations offices,
serving as the eyes, ears and
tongues of the government
agencies, are bridges be-
tween the people and the of-
ficials,” Tajzadeh said.

Amongst their duties, he
said, isto speak for the agen-
cies and to answer people's
questions.

The public relations of-
ficials should relay views of
the public to the top of-
ficials of their respective
agencies, Tajzadeh added.

Third Development Plan
have to pay more attention to
the economic principles and
rationale, and refran from
approving credit not based
on non-economic factors.

He added that allocation
of funds without taking into
account economic principles,
is not effective for op-
timizing resources,
stressing that the banking
system must be allowed to
extend credit to projects
based on economic rationale.

Mojarrad said, “theo-
reticl and practical prin-
ciples have shown that the
monetary policy has to have
adequate independence to
play its role in the economy
and be effective in pre-
vention of inflation and ex-
cessive liquidity in the sys
tem.”

Referring to the in-
dependence of fisca and
monetary policies from one
other, he said, “the existing
laws and regulations in the

Karbaschi’s lawyer:

country do not envision ad-
equate independence for
monetary  policies.”

The Central Bank officia
said that Iran’s ratio of bud-
get deficit to the Gross Do-
mestic Product (GDP) will
be approximately 5.5 per-
cent in the current year,
whereas, on the average the
same ratio in developing
countries has been hovering
around 3 percent.

In formulating the Third
Development Plan, the plan-
ners should pay attention to
such issues as sustainable
non-inflationary growth rate
through increasing banking
interests rates and in-
vestments, reforming the
budget structure, diversifying
financial means and  in-
vestment markets, protecting
a hedlthy banking system
and keeping the monetary
fiscal policies independent
from each other, he  rec-
ommended.

Appeals court provided
with clarifications

TEHRAN - The lawyer
of the former mayor of Teh-
ran  Gholamhussein Kar-
baschi here Tuesday said
that branch 26 of Tehran's
appeals court which is in-
vestigating the case of Teh-
ran Municipality has been
provided with the necessary
clarifications.

The lawyer, Bahman
Keshavarz, told IRNA that
the clarifications were fur-
nished following a demand
by the head of the branch 26
Abdolali Nasseh.

Keshavarz said that elu-
cidations were made over
such cases as loans received
from the Interior Ministry,
discounts given to some di-
rectors and selling of Tehran
zoo and ‘ Chap-e Sabz’ print-
ing house were the issues in
guestion.

He said

that clar-

ifications were made in order
to shed further light on “ dark
points’ of the case and pave
the way to acquittal of the
former mayor.

Keshavarz said that
points raised by the court
were clarified in a detailed
fashion.

Following  Karbaschi’s
conviction on embezzlement
charges in the lower court,
he appeaed the verdict on
August 16.

Karbaschi was sentenced
to five yearsin jail, payment
of RIs one billion in cash
fine and return of Rls 1600
million worth of Tehran Mu-
nicipality property on July
23 by a Tehran court.

The court also banned
him from holding any gov-
ernment post for the next 20
years.

Retired couples to recaive guardianship
of abanaoned children

TEHRAN - The Welfare Organization is planning to
give the temporary guardianship of the abandoned chil-
dren under its coverage to the volunteers amongst qual-
ified retired and middle-aged couples.

An official of the organization, Gholamreza Ansari,
further told IRNA that the organization would provide
the couples with the necessary resources for fostering the
children free of chargetill they reach 18 years of age.

The qualified couples who do not possess a home,
Ansari added, can take residence in residentia units to
be built by the organization in the city of Qom.

The residential complex for the purpose would be
built on a 17,000-meter plot of land, he said.

Ansari put the number of the children presently
boarding in the dormitories operated by the Welfare Or-
ganizations at 3,000. “I hope that by the end of the Third
Five-Year Development Plan (to end in the year 2004),
al children in foster homes will experience a family
life,” the official concluded.

Seminar opens on culture
of Persian speaking nations

TEHRAN - An inter-
national seminar on cul-
ture of Persian speaking
nations was inaugurated in
Dushanbe, Tagjikistan, on
Tuesday.

The goal behind the
two-day meeting, attended
by representatives from
Iran, Tajikistan, Uzbeki-
stan and Afghanistan, is to
survey current status of
the culture of world’s Per-
sian speaking peoples,
IRNA reported from the
Tajik capital city.

The head of the Per-
sian Language and Lit-
erature Research Center of
Tajikistan said at the
opening session that ef-
forts by Persian speaking
scholars to collect Persian
works would be an im-
portant step towards their
proximity.

Iran’s Ambassador to
Tajikistan, Rasoul Musavi
said that the folklore of
Persian speaking people
of lranian origin is the
richest cultural treasury of
mankind because of its
great impacts on man’s
history.

Musavi said the treas-
ure-trove of literary works
which has attracted major-
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ity of Persian language
scholars, has charmed Eu-
ropean thinkers and that it
was high time that Iranian
anthropologists did some-
thing in this area.

Among the speakers at
this seminar was a Tajik
anthropol ogist, who
briefed the audience on
the activities of Tajik an-
thropologists who were
engaged in gathering of
the vernacular culture of
Tajik people.

He said that more than
150,000-pages  research
work has been conducted
on the culture of Persian
speaking Tajiks. The Tajik
scholar added scientists
from other countries can
make use of them.

An lranian poet Ali-
Reza Qazveh lectured on

the impact of the ver-
nacular culture on classic
literature and said the cul-
ture can be traced in the
works of renowned Per-
sian speaking poets and
men of literature.

Qazveh said that pres-
entation of the Persian
speaking peoples’ ver-
nacular culture, which has
its roots in spirituality,
through modern methods
would be an important
step towards impressing
global culture. Iran’s cin-
ema has been capable of
gaining much success in
the field worldwide over
the past couple of years,
he added. The seminar is
cosponsored by Iran’s cul-
ture house in Tajikistan
and Tajik Science Acad-
emy.
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