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Rates are inclusive of VAT
and apply all day every day!
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EARTHQUAKE ENGINEERING COMPLETE
STRENGTHENING & RETROFITTING: MUNICIPAL SERVICES
* Wood Frame Houses

* Apartment Buildings
* Commercial Buildings |BUILDING & SAFETY

* Concrete Tilt-Ups * In(;sgec}idon of EARTHQUAKE dam-
; aged Bldgs.
. (F\)’fﬂc;e, Waf%‘v";‘f’f * Expediting Complicated Bldg. Permits
anioreing W 0 * Architectural Design Services
Roof Connection * Structural Engineering Services

* Welded Steel * Custom Homes, Shopping Centers,
Moment Connection Condos, etc... ]

* Compliance with L.A. City |* Civil Engineering Services
Retrofit Ordinance * Find Inspection & Certificate of
Occupancy

* Building Code Consulting

Sl (fywapen | * Compliance with Building Dept. Viola-
bogliryiceriylied tion Orders
NSURANCICNNS |+ Conditional Use Permit
* Subdivisions, Variances. Zone Changes
* Representation in Public Hearings
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Easter n Languages
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lran to participatein lrag’'s

Intl. trade fair

TEHRAN - Iran isto take part in Irag’s international trade fair to open
on November 1st in Baghdad.

Iranian companies to attend the fair will display the capabilities of Ira | N

nian producers and manufacturers in the area of production, export, industry,

and engineering services.

The Iranian pavilion will be set up on 500 sguare meters of roofed area

and 200 square meters of open area.

Some 47 private and state-run companies from Iran are to put on display
their products such as household appliances, machinery, vehicles, foodstuffs,
dried fruits, chemical products, handicrafts, sanitary products as well astele-

communication equipment.

Leader:

Iranian army, standout
In terms of faith, piety

TEHRAN - The Leader of the Islamic Revolution, Ay-
atollah Ali Khamenei, here on Wednesday termed the Iranian
army the class of the world armies in terms of possessing the
largest corps of faithful and pious personnel.

Speaking at the graduation ceremony of the Imam Ali Mil-
itary College, the Leader stressed the importance of having a

strong

military, noting that the lack of it has caused some

nations to lose their achievements and independence despite
their scientific and economic strength, IRNA reported.

“A great civilization and culture can be hopeful about its
development and independence if besides having vigilant and
conscientious fundamental institutions, it enjoys a powerful
and conscientious army to defend the national honor,” the

Leader said.

The commander-in-chief of the armed forces further
praised the Iranian armed forces for being fully prepared to
carry out their grave responsibility.

During the ceremony, the graduates, just completing the
Zolfagar-2 military training, received their new ranks from

Ayatollah Khamenei.

The ceremony was attended by the joint chief of staff of
the armed forces Major General Hassan Firouzabadi, army
commander Mgjor General Ali Shahbazi and the commander
of the Idamic Revolution's Guards Corps, Maor Genera

Y ahya Rahim Safavi.

Zimbabwe seeks lran’s
help in implementation
of projects

TEHRAN - Zim-
babwean Foreign Min-
ister Stan Mudenge in
meeting with lran’s Am-
bassador to Harare, Beh-
rouz Kamalvandi on
Wednesday called on
Iran to contribute to im-
plementation of econom-
ic projects in his coun-
try.

Mudenge expressed
satisfaction with polit-
ical and economic re-
lations between Tehran
and Harare and called as
“successful” coop-
eration between the two
countries in textiles in-
dustries, IRNA reported.

He said that Iran’s
export of technical and
engineering services to
South African markets of

200  million  people
would be important.
Kamalvandi ex-

pressed satisfaction with
political and economic
relations between Tehran

and Harare and stressed
the political will of Iran
for consolidation and ex-
pansion of the relations.

He briefed Mudenge
on Iran’s industrial po-
tential and its export of
manufactured goods and
said the Iranian made in-
dustrial products can
compete with similar for-
eign commodities both in
terms of quality and
price.

He said that Iran is
ready to export technical
and engineering tech-
nology and services to
Zimbabwe.

The two sides also re-
ferred to common view-
points shared by Iran and
Zimbabwe on inter-
national issues, especial-
ly the need for re-
structuring of the
Security Council and in-
ternational financial
institutes.

Price of gold coin
rises by 10.3 pcinone
month

TEHRAN - The market
price of each old pattern Ba-
har-e Azadi gold coin (8.1 gr
of 22 carat gold) reached the
average of Rls. 421,996 in the
Iranian month of Shahrivar
(August 23-September 22), up
by 5 and 10.3 percent com-
pared to the preceding month
and the same month last year,
respectively.

A Centrad Bank report,
added that in the firgt haf of
the current Iranian year
(March 21-September 22) the
old pattern gold coin was sold
a the average price of
406,722, or 2 percent higher
than the same period last year.

The Bahar-e Azadi (spring
of freedom) gold coin appears
in two patterns, the old pattern
has the picture of the shrine of
Imam Reza (as), the 8th
Imam of the Household of
Prophet Mohammed (pbuh)
and the new pattern has the
portrait of the late Imam Kho-
meini embossed oniit.

The price of the old pat-
tern gold coin in average is
RIs. 2,000 to 10,000 higher
than the new pattern.

In the first half of the
year, the average price of the

gold coin was the highest in
the Iranian month of Far-
vardin (March 21-April 20),
Rls 407,858 and the lowest
in the month of Khordad
(May 22-June 21), RIs
396,758.

The report said that the
average price of the coin in
1994/95 was RIs 303,960,
up by 84.9 percent compared
to the year before. Mean-
while the average price in
1995/96 soared by 44.3 com-
pared to the preceding year.
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Iran ready to help bring peaceto Balkans

TEHRAN - President
Mohammad Khatami here
on Wednesday stressed the
importance of peace in the
Balkan region, adding “the
Islamic Republic of Iran is
willing to render any kind
of help for prevalence of
peace and tranquility in the
Balkan region.”

Receiving the Croatian
Parliament Speaker, Vlatko
Paveltic, Khatami added
“unfortunately, ethnic con-
flicts which were abused
politically by certain pow-
ers and politicians, became
a major obstacle to de-
velopment of these coun-
tries and a cause of huge
human and financial
losses,” IRNA reported.

The president further
stated that the bitter ex-
periences of the 20th cen-
tury due to wars should
help human beings reach a
degree of maturity to know
how to peacefully coexist
while preserving their eth-
nicity.

Stating that the future
of the Balkan region in

large depends on the
peaceful coexistence
amongst Croats, Muslims
and Serbs, Khatami
stressed that no people
should seek to dominate the
others.

“Unfortunately some of
the peoples did not have
such maturity and with
their interference helped
the destruction of the re-
gion,” Khatami said.

Noting “the repeat of
the same bitter experience
in Kosovo,” Khatami ex-
pressed dismay that the re-
gional countries failed to
solve their own problems
themselves and waited for
outside parties “to force
tranquility in the region.”

The president also ex-
pressed pleasure over the
signing of the agreement
between Croatia and the
Federation of Bosnia-
Herzegovina.

On Iran-Croatia re-
lations, Khatami said that
the outstaning status of the
two countries in their re-
spective regions preapres

the grounds for expansion
of their cooperation.

Also, he added, bonds
between the Iranian and
Croatian legislative bodies
can greatly help the expan-
sion of economic, political
and cultural ties between
the two countries.

The Croatian official
praised Iran for seeking to
expand its relations with
regiona countries and also
being one of the first states
to recognize the Croatian
independence.

On the agreement be-
tween Croatia and Bosnia,
Paveltic said that it can
greatly boost the two coun-
tries cooperation in ec-
onomic, commercia and
transportation sectors.

In conclusion, Paveltic
stressed his country’s re-
solve to expand its ties
with the Islamic Republic
of Iran.

Meanwhile, Paveltic
here on Wednesday
thanked the Islamic Re-
public of Iran for its “prin-
cipled and humane policies

EU, PGCC welcome
Improved ties with Iran

TEHRAN - Foreign
ministers of the European
Union and Persian Gulf
Cooperation Council, at-
tending ajoint council meet-
ing in Luxembourg Tues-
day, welcomed the
development of better ties
with Iran over the past year.

A joint communique said
ministers noted with satisfac-
tion that constructive steps
taken by the Iranian govern-
ment under President Kha
tami had led to improvement
of relations between Iran and
PGCC members, IRNA re-
ported from London.

The improvement, it
said, had aso “paved the
way for the opening of a
constructive dialog between
Iran and the EU,” which in-
cludes elements of mutua
interest as well as matters of
concern.

The meeting, the 8th
joint council between the
two bodies, included min-
isters and officials from the
15-nation EU together with
Saudi  Arabia, Kuwait,
Oman, Qatar, Bahrain and
the United Arab Emirates.

Their joint statement em-
phasized the need for coop-
eration and peaceful coop-
eration among al Persian
Gulf states “based on respect
for recognized principles and
norms of international law.”

It also acknowledged the
right of countries to acquire
the means to defend them-
selves in line with their le-
gitimate defense and security
needs, but said that this

“should not affect regiona
security and stability.”

Referring to the dispute
between the UAE and Iran
over Abu Musa and the
Tunbs islands, the ministers
noted their concern at the
lack of progress, but re-
iterated their “support for a
peaceful resolution” in ac-
cordance with international
law.

In  emphasizing their
commitment to promote the
Middle East as a zone free
of nuclear weapons and
weapons of mass de
struction, they caled upon
al states to adhere to non-
proliferation treaties, with-
out mentioning Israel by
name.

The lengthy joint com-
munique of the EU and
PGCC  welcomed last
week’s  Israeli-Palestinian
ded in the U.S, but called
upon all parties to complete
negotiations as soon as pos-
sible on the outstanding is-
sues of the interim agree-
ment.

Further criticizing the Zi-
onist regime, they called for
al unilateral acts, such as
the expansion of Jewish set-
tlements, to be avoided, say-
ing they were “illegal and
constitute a major obstacle to
peace.” Israeli troops were
also urged to leave south
Lebanon.

On Afghanistan, the min-
isters express “deep con-
cern” at the continued con-
flict and stressed the need
for a peaceful negotiated so-

Draft of plan for rehabilitation of
capital market ready

TEHRAN - Draft of a
plan for rehabilitation of
country’s capital market,
prepared by Martyr Be-
heshti University and fi-
nanced by the country’s
specialized organizations,
is ready to be offered to
government.

Vice-Chancellor of the
administrative sciences col-
lege at Martyr Beheshti
University in charge of re-
search Ali Jahankhani told
IRNA that the plan has

r/

western Ardebil Province.

ing the previous year.

riod, he added.

ince, he added.

N
New transport facility on |
Iran, Azerbaijan borders

TEHRAN - Bile Savar-e Moghan border region,
one of the country’s 13 points designated for imports,
exports and transit of goods, will soon be equipped
with aterminal for the construction of which a fund of
RIs one hillion has been allocated.

Bile Savar-e Moghan is situated in the north-

Ali Firouzi, head of the provincial Transport and
Terminal Organization said that completion of the ter-
minal in the near future will increase and facilitate ex-
ports, imports and transit of goods as well as travel of
passengers between Iran and Azerbaijan Republic.

Firouzi further stated that 9,750 Iranian trucks have
transported goods to and from this border terminal dur-

Some 54,000 Azeri lorries aso transited goods
through Bile Savar-e Moghan terminal in the same pe-

Each year an average of 1.6 million tons of variety
of goods are transported by 49 companiesin and out of
Ardebil Province, Firouzi said.

50 provincial companies transport about three mil-
lion passengers annually in an out of Ardebil Prov-

"

been prepared in ac-
cordance with the coun-
try’s vernacular and cul-
tural  conditions  after
rethinking on country’s
current laws and in-
vestigating regulations of
certain developed or de-
veloping states.

The plan, sad Ja-
hankhani, has been con-
firmed by financial experts
and is soon to be offered
to the Economy and Fi-
nancial Affairs Ministry
in order to get govern-
ment’ s consent.

Jahankhani made the
remark at the second semi-
nar on lran’s financial
management which sur-
veyed outcome of re-
search on rehabilitation of
country’s capital market.

Chancellor of the ad-
ministrative sciences col-
lege at the university Beh-
rouz Dari said the goal
behind organization of the
conference is to pave the

way for solving problems
faced by the capital market.

The seminar, Dari said,
is being held after a series
of specialized research by
country’s outstanding ec-
onomic experts, who areto
raise scientific and applied
strategies for rehabilitation
of country’s capital mar-
ket.

Chancellor of Martyr
Beheshti University Hadi
Nadimi in his remarks to
the the inaugural session of
the seminar stressed the
need for reviewing and im-
proving country’s econom-

ic regulations.
Nadimi expressed the
hope that necessary

grounds would be prepared
for renovation of the econ-
omy and return of Iranian
experts and assets from
abroad following imple-
mentation of the economic
rehabilitation plan and re-
vision of the economic pol-
icies.

Superior types of rice soon
to be introduced to farmers

TEHRAN - Deputy head of the Agricultura Research In-
stitute Alireza Tarang announced that experiments on seven new
types of high-yield rice has been concluded with positive results.

Tarang said that the superior species would soon be intro-

duced to farmersfor cultivation.

The new types include the improved versions of ‘Nedd of
Gilan and Mazandaran provinces, of one in Chaharmahd-
Bakhtiari, of three types common in Fars and of one exclusive to
Mazandaran as well as an imported type suitable for cultivation
in cold-weather Kohkiluyeh-Boyerahmad, the officid ex-
plained.The new species are more resistant to common rice pests.
They yield over 6.5 tons of paddy per hectare, amajor jump over
theyield of 3.5 tonsfor ordinary types, Tarang added.

lution, saying all parties,
without naming the Taliban
militia, should refrain from
reprisals against the coun-
try’s population.

Regarding attempts to
reach a peace settlement in
Afghanistan, they em-
phasized their support for the
“constructive efforts” under-
taken by the U.N. specia en-
voy and the “positive OIC
initiatives’ under Iran's
chairmanship.

While noting with con-
cern the continued foreign
intervention in the conflict,
the joint council said tension
also needed to be lessened
on the Afghan border with
Iran to avoid a wider con-
flict.

President:

toward the crisis in the
Balkans, adding “the
government and nation of
Croatia are interested to
expand their relations with
the Islamic Republic of
Iranin al fields.”

In a meeting with the
head of the Expediency
Council, Akbar Hashemi
Rafsanjani, Paveltic re-
ferred to Iran as the stra-
tegic friend of Bosnia and
Croatia specially during
the Serbs occupation of
the Balkan region.

He further stressed his
country’sinclination to be-
sides carrying out the pre-
viously reached agree-
ments with Iran, take new
measures for expansion of
the bilateral relations.

On the situation in Ko-
sovo, Paveltic said that the
Serbs have once again
created a human disaster
in the region, and called
on international organiza-
tions to decisively pursue
efforts to end the crisis.

He also spoke in favor
of close ties between Mus-
lims and Croats in Bosnia,
adding that the two peo-
ples cooperation was im-
portant in their successful
resistance to Serb aggres-
sions.

Rafsanjani told the vis-
iting Croatian official that
Iran sees no obstacles in
the way of expanding re-
lations with Croatia.

The former president
lauded the agreement
signed between Croatia
and Bosnia as helpful to
frustrate the conspiracies
by the two countries en-
emies, further expressing
hope that Croatia-Bosnia
ties would grow further in
the future.

On the crisis in Ko-
sovo, Rafsanjani expressed
concern with “inhumane
measures by the Serbs’ in
the region, and called for
decisive measures to bring
permanent peace and tran-
quility to the region.

lranian music wins acclaim of

world artists

Kharraz:

TEHRAN - An Iranian traditional music group performing in Mexico's
Cervantine International Music Festival has won the acclaim of great artists
from al over the world.

Performing at the festival was the ‘Neiriz’ music group conducted by
Ms. Mdihe Saeedi with Noureddin Razavi Sarvestani as the solo singer,
IRNA reported from New Y ork.

The brilliant performance of the group in the Mexican capital and two
other cities during its 20-day stay there, gained tremendous applause of art-
ists participating in the festival.

140 music groups from 62 countries took part in the music festival.

U.S. policy to block ail, gas
pipelinevialranillogical

TEHRAN - Iranian For-
eign Minister Kama Khar-
razi here on Wednesday crit-
icized the U.S. policy to
block piping of oil and gas
through Iran.

In a meeting with Jap-
anese Parliament’s chairman
of foreign affairs commis-
sion, Koki Chuma, Kharrazi
said the U.S. policy to dis
suade the Iranian neigh-
bouring states from piping
their oil and gas to Europe
via Iran is illogical and in
contradiction with the expert
studies which proved the Ira-
nian route is very econom-
ical, IRNA reported.

He said Iran has top stra-
tegic situation for transit of
goods, oil and gas from Cen-
tral Asia to the world mar-
kets and Iran is ready to
cooperate with Japan to help
the Centra Asian nations
carry out development plans.

Kharrazi said the Islamic
Republic of Iran feels duty-
bound to to help reinforce
stability in the region and

makes every endeavor to
ease regional tensions.

He hoped that develop-
ment of Iran-Japan relations
would lead to an enhanced
cooperation in economic and
diplomatic grounds.

Chuma said the relations
between the two countries
have been satisfactory in the
past two years and that ex-
change of visits by the two
countries officials prepares
the grounds for bolstering re-
lations.

He said Japan is willing
to cooperate with the Islamic
Republic of Iran to help pro-
tect security in the region.

Chuma said there exist
wide range capacities for ec-
onomic cooperation between
Iran and Japan and hoped
that the excellent relations
between the two parliaments
would bear fruits.

The Japanese parlia-
mentarian said Kharrazi's
upcoming visit to Japan
would serve to strengthen bi-
lateral relations.

Iran, Jordan to expand
cooperation in tourism

TEHRAN - Deputy Minister of Industries in charge of
handicrafts affairs Ali Danesh-Monfared in a meeting on
Tuesday evening in Amman with Jordanian Minister of
Tourism and Antiquities Agl Beltaji, reviewed issues of mu-

tual interests.

Danesh-Monfared, who is also head of Iran’'s Handicrafts
Organization, called for exchange of expertsin different fields
of handicrafts between the two countries, IRNA reported

from Damascus.

Calling for further expansion of Tehran-Amman relations
in the area of tourism and exchange of handicraft experts,

Beltgji termed
history.

Iran as the center for the Islamic culture and

Meanwhile, Danesh-Monfared aso met with Jordanian
Minister of Religious Affairs Abd as-Salam al-Abbadi.

Briefing the lranian officia on his ministry’s project to
reconstruct the holy shrine of Jafar bin Abu-Talib (a.s.), afol-
lower of the Prophet of Islam (peace be upon him), Al-Abbadi
called on Iran to take part in the project.

Danesh-Monfared announced readiness of the Industries
Ministry to participate in reconstruction and landscaping of
the holy shrine and mosque of Jafar bin Abu-Talib.

Danesh-Monfared is currently in Jordan to attend the 22nd
conference on handicraftsin Asian countries.

Musdlim states snould try to elevate their status

TEHRAN - New Tu-
nisian Ambassador to Teh-
ran Saeed Naser Ramazan
submitted his credentias to
President Mohammad Kha-
tami on Wednesday.

President Khatami, re-
ferring to religious com-
monalties between Iran and
Tunisia and their coop-
eration within the Organiza-
tion of Isamic Conference
(OIC), said that Muslim
states should try to gain bet-
ter position at international
level.

Close relations between
Iran and Tunisia can bring
dignity to Muslims and in-
crease Muslim governments

|ran to hold

Industrial,
tradefair in
Saudi Arabia

TEHRAN - Iran is to
hold an industria-trade fair
in Riyadh next month, Leb-
anese daily Al-Hayat wrote
inits Wednesday issue.

The daily quoted Saudi
officials a the Commerce
Ministry as saying that over
130 private and state-run
trading companies from
Iran are to put on display
their products and services
at thefair.

The one-week fair is to
start working on November
23 in a 3,000 sguare meter
roofed area.

The lranian companies
are to put on show al va
rieties of carpets and handi-
crafts, plastic products, pet-
rochemicals, vehicles,
construction material, and
electric appliances during
the one-day fair.

During the fair, a high
ranking lranian delegation
istovisit Riyadhinabidto
exchange views with Saudi
officials on ways of ex-
panding trade cooperation
and launching joint ven-
tures.

This is Iran's second
trade fair set up in Saudi
Arabia in the past two
years.

credibility in the world, Pres-
ident Khatami commented.

He said the favorable
status of Iran in the Middle
East and of Tunisia in north-
ern Africa can be the most
important ground for mutual
cooperation.

Ramazan said for his
part that Iran and Tunisia
have old civilizations, add-
ing that both countries can
be proud of preserving their
humane and Islamic tradi-
tions, he added.

Tunisia welcomes Iran’'s
efforts to expand and deepen
its relations with Muslim and
Arab states, he concluded.

In another meeting, new

Bangladeshi Ambassador
Tafal Heydar handed a
copy of his credentials to
Foreign Minister Kama
Kharrazi.

Heydar said that re
lations between Tehran and
Dhaka are growing and the
historical and religious com-
monalties between the two
states are important for pro-
motion of bilateral relations.

He said that his country
is ready to make use of
Iran’s experiences in vari-
ousfields.

Referring to high po-
tential of Iran and Ban-
gladesh, he expressed hope
that besides cooperation be-

tween the public sectors,
suitable facilities would be
offered to Bangladeshi pri-
vate sector and entrepreneurs
for cooperation with their
Iranian counterpart.

Kharrazi said in reply
that Iran is ready to transfer
its expertise to Bangladesh
in variousfields.

He also stressed the need
for making use of the ex-
isting potential to expand
mutual economic and trade

cooperation.
Kharrazi expressed hope
that Heydar's presence

would lead to further expan-
sion of Tehran-Dhaka re-
lations.

|ran warns on growing violence
against Muslims

TEHRAN - A member
of the Iranian mission to
the United Nations, Es-
mail Afshari, said that
discrimination and vi-
olence against Muslims is
a cause of concern for
the Islamic world in gen-
eral and Iran in particular.

Addressing the third
committee of the U.N.
General Assembly which
focuses on social, hu-
manitarian and cultural is-
sues, Afshari said that in
the recent years Iran has
warned against the de-
structive phenomenon of
“clash with Islam”, a viv-
id example of intolerance
of others, IRNA reported
from New York.

Referring to the grow-
ing spread of racist ten-
dencies in form of neo-
fascism and neo-nazism
and their widespread
propaganda through the
Internet, the Iranian dip-
lomat said the U.N. Gen-
eral Assembly  should
pay special attention to
the phenomenon.

He said that advanced
technology is being de-
ployed for dissemination
of tendencies based on su-
periority of one race over
the other which in turn
motivates  racial re-
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sentment.

Pointing to the sta-
tistics released by some
U.N. rapporteurs,  Af-
shari said over 100 com-
puter sites are engaged in
racial propagation.

Therefore, he
stressed, the appropriate
international bodies, in-
cluding world conference
on fight against racism
and its adhoc regional
conferences, should ad-
dress such  concerns
which have dreadful im-
pacts on human civiliza-
tion.

He said in view of the
Islamic Republic of Iran,
members of the inter-
national community
should once again prove
their commitment to the
genuine fight against ra-
cism.

Iran believes that re-

specting collective human
rights and protecting rights
of minority groups lay a
solid foundation for a
peaceful coexistence, di-
alog, mutual understanding
and tolerance among com-
munities, the Iranian of-
ficial said.

Underlining President
Mohammad Khatami’s
proposal for designating
the year 2001 as the year
of dialog among civiliza-
tions, Afshari said that the
proposal will greatly help
elimination of racism, dis-
crimination, clash with ex-
patriates and intolerance of
others.

He expressed the hope
that through the firm de-
termination of the inter-
national community, the
next millennium will be
the era of peace, stability,
dialog and tolerance.
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