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Out of this world call prices

Iran 48p

Germany
France
USA
Canada
Australia
Japan
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p
11p
13p
16p

Rates are inclusive of VAT
and apply all day every day!

Call PLANET TALK free on

0800 856 2029

WESTERN MONEY
UNION TRANSFER

The fastest way to send money

wor ldwide.
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A.Gharib Immigration Services
418 Nolan Ave Glendale CA 91202 U.SA
Tel: (818) 240-2228, Fax: (818)543-0436
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1-888-ANDISHEH
FAX:(650)856-8201

New Version, up to 10 Educational games!
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E-mail:info@andisheh.com

Web: http://www. andisheh. com
Learnin, Mind Media Labs
P.O.Box 5281 SANTA CLARA, Ca 95056 U.S.A
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Tel: (416) 418-5316 Fax: (416) 929-9610
89 Scollard St., Toronto, Ont.
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Multimedia
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PARS Travel

Reise & Fracht
Service Gmbll
Wiesenhittenplatz
39, 60329 Frankfurt
Tel: 069 / 230882 -83
(53l 3)

Fax: 069 / 230613

Fax: (905) 764 - 5578
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|ran nominee of

17th world oll seminar

TEHRAN - Deputy Oil Minister for International Affairs Mehdi Hos-
seini said here on Monday that Iran has applied for hosting the 17th world oil

seminar in the year 2003. Hosseini made the remark after attending a session | N

of the managerial board of the world oil seminar in Istanbul, Turkey, re-
cently, IRNA reported. He said that Iran had scored successes at the seminar.

Iran has been elected as chairman of the gas committee of the 16th world
oil seminar to be held in Calgeri, Canada, in 2000. The approval of Iran’s
membership in the development committee of the world oil seminar was an-
other success for Iran, Hosseini elaborated. Besides Iran, France, Egypt, Tur-
key and Brazil have announced their readiness to host the 17th world oil

seminar.
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“Religions should converge based
on monotheism, prophecy

TEHRAN - President
Mohammad Khatami on
Monday referred to mon-
otheism and prophecy as the
common denominators to
bring the followers of vari-
ous religions together.

Addressing the inaugural
session of the 22nd world
Assyrian summit, Khatami
said that Islam invites al the
followers of monotheistic re-
ligions to come together and
solve their differences based

Speaker
calsfor
promotion
of Persian
language

TEHRAN - The Par-
liment Speaker, Ali Ak-
bar Nateg-Nouri said on
Monday “only a society
which cares about the
thought of its members
can take a dynamic
move.”

Speaking at the fifth
student book fair at Teh-
ran University, he
stressed, “the only group
bent on imposing its cruel
domination on people, ei-
ther religiously or oth-
erwise, tries to block the
understanding of the so-
ciety and humiliate peo-
ple,” IRNA reported.

Referring to the ne-
cessity of monitoring
books and writings, Na
teg-Nouri added, “just as
we are careful about the
food we eat, we should
be sensitive to the food
for our soul.”

The spesker aso
caled for the promotion
of Persian language and
added, “Persian is a
means for us to know our
rich and ancient civiliza-
tion and we should try to
support and foster this
language.”

Po

on this commonality, IRNA
reported.

Khatami expressed dis-
may about the wars and vi-
olence marking the 20th cen-
tury, and expressed hope that
the year 2001 be a model
year for peaceful coexistence
amongst nations.

Referring to the Islamic
civilization as one with great
achievements in sciences,
philosophy and arts, the
president said that non-
Muslims can aso take credit
for the formation of the Is-
lamic civilization including
the Assyrian people.

Khatami  stressed that
differences amongst human
beings should be resolved
through dialog, and added
that the differences of opin-
ions and thoughts should be
welcomed as the facilitator
of evolution and progress.

“The meaning of dialog
amongst civilizationsisto sit
together and while relying
on our commondlities, dis-
cuss our differences and use
them for our revolution and
progress,” he said.

Turning to the status of
religions in Iran, Khatami
said that the constitution
specifically allows rights for
followers of the four re-
ligions of Idam, Christian-
ity, Judaism and Zoroastrian-
ism.

“Every lranian in this
system should enjoy dignity,
rights, freedom and respect
and the underlying principle
for order is the constitution.

“The Iranian president is
not just that of Muslims.
rather, he belongsto and de-
fends the rights of al the
people living in this coun-
try.

“We want a developed
and independent Iran for al
its citizens.

“A country which takes
advantage of the achieve-
ments by al human beings
to address the material and
spiritual needs of the peo-
ple,” Khatami said

He further praised the
Assyrians for having a con-
siderable presence in the sci-
entific centers of the world
including those in the Islam-
ic Republic of Iran.

The Assyrians summit is
the second held in Tehran
and is attended by guests
from 20 countries.

Before wrapping up its
work on Wednesday, it will
look into the cultural, polit-
ical and socia problems fac-
ing the Assyrians world-
wide.

Paris seminar on ‘Iranin developing
world" highly successful

TEHRAN - Head of the
international  studies de-
partment at Foreign Ministry
Abbas Aragchi called a sem-
inar entitled ‘Iran in the de-
veloping world’, held in Par-
is recently, as highly
successful in explaining
Iran’s foreign policy to fa
mous scholars and experts of
the world.

Talking to IRNA in Par-
is, Aragchi said that re-
searchers from Iran, France,
Germany, Britain, Switzer-
land, Sweden, Canada and
the U.S. were attending the
seminar, organized by
French National Studies

Center.

Aragchi said that many
research and academic cen-
ters worldwide, especially
those in Europe, have called
for mutual cooperation with
Iran, exchange of expert del-
egations and organization of
seminars and  round-table
meetings on issues con-
cerning Iran following prev-
alence of a new political at-
mosphere in the country and
Tehran’s emphasis  on de-
tente and establishment of
better ties with the neigh-
boring countries as well as
initiation of such issues as
dialog among civilizations

|ran attends

COMCEC session

TEHRAN- Iranian Min-
ister of Finance and Econ-

omy Hossein Namazi ar-

rived in Istanbul on
Monday to attend the 14th

Icy-makers discuss

West’s relations with
Persian Gulf

TEHRAN

- A four-day off-the-record conference

opened in Britain Monday to look at the prospects of re-
cent initiatives and their possible impact on the West’'s re-
lations with Persian Gulf countries. Among the speakers
were British Foreign Office Minister Derek Fatchett,
who was assessing the prospects for stability and security
in the region, IRNA reported from London.

Former Iranian Deputy Foreign Minister Abbas Ma-
leki was also sharing the platform with a spokesman for
the Persian Gulf Cooperation Council on the need for a
mechanism for promoting regional political and economic

cooperation.

Professor Mohammad Hadi-Semati of Tehran Uni-
versity was presenting a view on lIran being a future
partner in building security in the Persian Gulf, while oth-
er speakers from Britain, Europe, the U.S. and the region
were considering various challenges. The conference is
part of a series of seminars on global issues organized
by Wilton Park, the academic agency of the British For-

eign

Office, at its 16th century location, outside the

southern Englishresort of Brighton.

L eather industry can
become major source
of hard currency

TEHRAN - Converting
pickled hide into ready-to-
wear clothing and ex-
porting it can earn the
country close to Dlrs one
billion in foreign exchange,
says a member of the man-
agerial board of the textile
association Reza Hamidi.

He added that currently
the value of pickled hide
exports amounted to DlIrs
100 million. But, Hamidi
said, if pickled hideis con-
verted to leather, and leath-
er garments, then it will
fetch the country about
Dlrs 800 million.

Hamidi, also the chair-
man of the board of di-
rector of the Mashhad
leather company, said that

with 48 million heads of
lamb and 30 million heads
of goat and slaughter of 30
million herds annually, so
far investments in the
leather industry has been
nominal.

Stressing that econom-
ic development of the
country is dependent on
exports, he added that gov-
ernment and private in-
vestors have to be more ac-
tivein this sector.

He called on the gov-
ernment to establish leath-
er engineering departments
at universities and classes
in vocational schools to
prepare the grounds for
more investmentsin the in-
dustry.

meeting of the Standing
Committee for Economic
and Commercial Coop-

eration (COMCEC) dffili-
ated to the Organization of
the Islamic  Conference
(al1C).

The COMCEC ministers
of finance and economy
were due to hold their an-
nual meeting from Tuesday
for two days with an in-
augural speech being de-
livered by President Suley-
man Demirel of Turkey.

President Demirel is the
chairman of the COMCEC.
the COMCEC experts held
meetings on Sunday and
Monday to draw up the
agenda for the ministerial
meeting.

The COMCEC meeting
last year emphasized the
need for boosting of trade
exchanges among the 55
member states.

The (13th) COMCEC
meeting last year rec-
ommended to facilitate the
flow of capital, goods and
workforce among the OIC
member states.

COMCEC was founded
in 1981.

lranwins
24lver, 2
bronze
medalsat Thilig

judo contests

TEHRAN- lIran’'s na
tiona judo team won two
silver and two bronze
medals on the last day of
the international ‘Thilisi
Cup’ judo contests, held in
the Georgian capita since
Sunday.

The Iranian team at-
tended the event to prepare
for the Asian games, to be
held in Bangkok from De-
cember 6-20, IRNA re-
ported.

Besides Iran and the
host country Georgia,
teams from Russia, Japan,
Azerbaijan, France, Brit-
ain, Armenia, Belgium and
the Zionist regime at-
tended the contests.

by President Mohammad
Khatami.

Asked on the outcome of
the seminar, Araqchi said the
seminar provided an occa
sion for the professors and
experts to get acquainted
with the viewpoints of Ira
nian experts on issues con-
cerning Iran.

Such issues as the Per-
sian Gulf, regional security,
Afghanistan as well as Cen-
tral Asian oil and its transfer
to other countries were
among issues raised at the
meeting.

All the participants be-
lieved that Iran is the safest
and the most economical
route for transfer of Central
Asian ail to other countries,
said Araqchi.

Kharrazi to visit
Riyadh:

Iran, Saud
Ardbiato
discusshilatad

cooperation

TEHRAN - lIranian
Foreign Minister Kamal
Kharrazi will pay a2-day
working visit to Saudi
Arabia on Saturday, Sau-
di daly “Al-Sharg a-
Awsat” reported Monday .

Iran’s Ambassador to
Riyadh, Mohammad
Reza Nouri, told Al-
Sharq a-Awsat, pub-
lished in London, that
Kharrazi will be carrying
a message from Iranian
President Mohammad
Khatami, IRNA reported.

Nouri said Kharrazi
and Saudi Foreign Min-
ister Prince Saud al-
Faisal will discuss bi-
lateral cooperation be-
tween Riyadh and Tehran
and regional problems
and issues of the Islamic
world, including the sit-
uation in Afghanistan, the
Persian Gulf region and
in the Middle East.

The Iranian diplomat
stressed on  the im-
portance of Kharrazi's
visit, saying it comes at a
time of important re-
gional and international
developments.

Nouri praised the de-
velopment of ties and
cooperation between
Saudi Arabia and the Is-
lamic Republic, pointing
that Kharrazi and Saud
a-Faisal met the last time
on the sidelines of the
Non-Aligned Movement
summit in South Africa
in August.

Kharrazi and the del-
egation  accompanying
him is expected to arrive
in Jeddah on Thursday
for the lesser pilgrimage
(umrah) before going on
to Riyadh.

Envoy:

lranian runner finishes third
IN peace race In Greece

TEHRAN - Hassan Fazli, a marathon runner from Iran, finished third in
the 10 kilometers international peace race in Athens Sunday.

The international peace marathon is held every year in memory of a
Greek pacifist, Gregoris Lambrakis, who was nated in 1963, IRNA re-
ported from Athens. The Iranian runner, who participated in the peace racein
Athens last year, told IRNA that he did not take part in the marathon because
he was preparing for another marathon race abroad.

Nikos pollias of Greece won the Athens marathon in 2 hours, 18 minutes
and 38 seconds. Runners from over 100 countries aged between 18-70 took
part in the two races. Lambrakis, who was also a deputy in the Greek Parlia-
ment, initiated the first Athens marathon for peace in 1963.

Iran, vanguard of dialog
among civilizations in 2001

TEHRAN - lran’'s Am-
bassador and permanent
representative to the United
Nations Hadi Nejad-
Hosseinian said on Sunday
that Iran will be the van-
guard of dialog among civ-
ilizations in the year 2001.

He said the draft resolu-
tion on the issue together
with relevant proposals
were unanimously approved
to be included in the agenda
of the UN. Generad As
sembly debates for Wednes-
day, IRNA reported from
New Y ork.

Pointing to the im-
portance of the Iranian Pres-
ident Mohammad Kha-
tami’s proposal for naming
2001 ayear of dialog among
civilizations, Nejad-
Hosseinian told IRNA that
cultures and civilizations
have furnished human be-
ings with various achieve-
ments.

These valuable achieve-
ments which are the com-
mon heritage of al human-
ity -- from Islamic culture
and civilization to those of
the Greeks, Romans and
Egyptians -- have interacted
with each other throughout
history, said the Iranian en-
voy.

He stressed that dialog
among civilizations and cul-
tures can pave the way to
reach general consensus and
collective cooperation
among nations.

Regretting that the 20th
century was an era of wars,
challenges, discriminations
and hegemonic tendencies,
Nejad-Hosseinian expressed
hope that the next century
will witness peaceful co-
existence at international
arena and materialization of
U.N. Charter.

On the context of Iran’s
proposed resolution, he said
it was based on the U.N.
Charter in which emphasisis
on expansion of amicable
ties among nations, col-

Award winning surgeon
joins charity organization

TEHRAN- Hussein Sed-
dig, the much celebrated Ira-
nian  surgeon, has become
the newest member of ‘The
Society of Welfare  Sup-
porters'.

The Society of Welfare
Supporters is a charity or-
ganization formed by a
group of journalists, artists,
athletes and people from

other walks of life to help
the needy in the society.

Seddig won the top med-
ica research award from the
U.S. College of Surgeons in
1996.

He aso made news last
month for being the first to
carry out a computer aided
reconstructive oncology us-
ing living tissue at Tehran's
Pastor-Nou hospital .

Tehran to host seminar
on nature of dialog
among civilizations

TEHRAN - Tehran is to host an international seminar on
‘nature of dialog among civilizations' from December 13-14
with the participation of Iranian and foreign scholars.

Currently the United Nations is studying Iran’s proposal
on naming the year 2001 as the year of dialog among civiliza-

tions.

The seminar is sponsored by the organization for the cul-
tural documentation of Islamic Revolution, which is affiliated
to the Culture and Islamic Guidance Ministry.

The organization also arranged two seminars last year .

Head of the organization Sha' ban Shahidi said that Mo-
hammad Khatami’s proposal for dialog among civilizations
has received extraterritorial attention.

Scholars from Greece, Italy, China, India, Japan, France,
Germany, Britain, Malaysian and Russia are to attend the

seminar.

“The seminar is not aimed at propagating the concept,
rather it is taken as a serious research activity,” stressed Sha-

hidi.

Iran, Azerbijan
to expand cooperation
on standard

KARAJ - The head of
Azerbaijan’s Department
for Standards and In-
dustrial Research Senan
Akhondof, leading an ex-
pert delegation inspected
the Kargj branch of the In-
stitute for Standards and
Industrial Research  of
Iran.

During the visit, the
Azeri official underlined
the need for expansion of
mutual cooperation in sci-
ence and industry between
the two countries, IRNA
reported.

The head of the Ira-

nian standard de-
partment, Ahmad Dust-
Husseini briefed the

Azeri delegation on the
goals and new policies of
the organization in a bid
to expand international
contacts on the issue and
further consolidate re-
lations between Iran and
Azerbaijan.

Speaking to IRNA, Sed-
diq caled on “other phy-
sicians, both in the country
and abroad, whose hearts
beat for the underprivileged
of the society” to join the re-
cently-formed charity group.

Meanwhile, an official of
the society’s medical com-
mittee here on Sunday re-
ported that so far tens of Ira-
nian physicians have joined
the society, thus announcing
their readiness to render free
medical services to the

needy in the society.

lective efforts to check
threats against peace, and
cooperation for settlement of
international issues in cul-
tural, social and economic
fields.

Based on the proposed
resolution, the U.N. Generd
Assembly while  stressing
the effectiveness of dialog
instead of confrontation, will
announce its resolve to fa
cilitate and encourage dialog
among nations and will de-
clare 2001 as the year of di-
alog among civilizations.

The resolution calls on
governments and  U.N.-
affiliated organizations as
well as non-governmental
agencies to formulate ap-
propriate programs in cul-
tural, educational and social

areas for promotion of di-
alog among civilizations.
Negad-Hosseinian  said
that given the importance of
the proposed resolution,
many countries, especialy
those with ancient  civiliza-
tions such as Greece, Italy,
Egypt and India, have ex-

pressed readiness to coop-
erate with Iran.
He said that repre

sentatives of major world
countries are expected to de-
liver speeches at the General
Assembly in support of the
proposed resolution.

Meanwhile, a number of
other countries have offered
amendments to the proposed
resolution which are being
studied by experts of the Ira-
nian mission to the U.N.

College students mark
anniversary of embassy
takeover

TEHRAN - University students who are supporters of the
Office to Foster Unity (Daftar-e Takhim-e Vahdat) staged a
raly in Tehran on Monday to celebrate the anniversary of
takeover of the U.S. embassy in Tehran.

The Iranian students took over the U.S. embassy in Tehran
on November 4, 1979 in protest at the U.S. interference in the
internal affairs of Iran and its firm support for the deposed
Shah by having organized a military coup in 1953 against the
then legitimate government of Iran led by Mohammad Mos-

sadeq, IRNA reported.

The deposed Shah had fled the country in 1953 but was re-
instated through the U.S.-led military coup.

Since 1953, the U.S. had maintained a strong presence on
the Iranian political scene through direct interference in the
routine performance of the Iranian government under the

Shah.

The Isamic Revolution of Iran in 1979 put an end to the
U.S. domination over the Iranian domestic affairs.

|ran-Germany
trade plummets as

tiesfater

TEHRAN - Germany has
lost ground in trade with Iran
with both imports and ex-
ports showing a steep de-
cline in the first six months
of this year, according to fig-
ures from the Economics
Ministry in Bonn.

The figures show a 21
percent fall in German ex-
ports to DM 1.2 billion
(Dlrs 727 million) and a 38
percent drop in imports to
DM 380 m compared with
the first half of 1979, IRNA
reported from London.

Middle East Economic
Digest this week suggested
that there were several rea
sons for the slump, including
faltering ties following last

|ran good industrial
partner for Asian
countries

TEHRAN - Iran can be
a good partner for Asian
countries, Muslim-
populated in particular, for
production  of man-
ufactured goods, said an of-
ficial of Iran’s Chamber of

Commerce, Industry and
Mines.

Secretary General of the
Chamber, Abdor-Rahim

Govahi made the remark in
a session attended by man-
agers from industrial sectors
of Asian countriesincluding

lranian junior
karate team
crowned as
champion in
Asia
TEHRAN - Iran’s junior
karate team ranked first at
the fourth Asian karata
championship contests for
the youth, held in Macao.
Iran's Karate Federation
announced here on Sunday
the Iranian team bagged
four gold, one silver and one

bronze medals, followed by
Japan and Kuwait.
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India, Nepal, Pekistan and
Thailand.

The magjor parts of in-
dustrial exchanges of Asian
countries are  being made
with European countries, he
said, adding that Asian coun-
tries should identify each
other's industrial potential
through exchange of experts
delegation and thus upgrade
interregional technology.

A Thai industrial manag-
er said due to world econom-
ic recession, the Asian coun-
tries were plagued by
negative developments and
felt dependent on other coun-
tries.

The participants in the
gathering explored avenues
for further promotion of re-
gional cooperation.

year's controversia Mykonos
triad in Berlin and Iran’s fi-
nancia constraints due to the
collapsein oil prices.

It quoted the German Ec-
onomics Ministry hoping
that trade relations pick up,
saying that Bonn was still
Iran’s biggest commercia
partner, especialy as a buyer
of non-oil products.

The fal in German ex-
ports to some DM 2 bn a
year compares with 1994,
when sales were four times
the value.

Project to

determine

population
growth rate

TEHRAN - A national
project is due to be kicked
off late November to de-
termine the growth rate of
the country’ s population.

120,000 randomly-
picked families would be
the subject of the planned
census the goa behind
which is to get in-
formation on the popula-
tion growth rate for ec-
onomic, cultural and
social development plan-
nings.

The country’s popula-
tion growth rate decreased
to 1.2 percent in the Sec-
ond Five-Year Develop-
ment Plan (1995-1999)
from 3.1 percent in the
First Plan (1989-1994).

Based on the latest
censusin 1996, Iran’'s pop-
ulation stands at
60,055,000.
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