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|ran, Greece to review promotion of
agricultural cooperation

TEHRAN - The new Agriculture Minister of Greece,
eritis, will visit Tehran next week for talks with Iranian officials to promote

George Anom-

agricultural cooperation between Greece and the Islamic Republic. | N

Iran’s Ambassador to Athens, Mehdi Khandag-Abadi, Tuesday met
Anomeritis and handed him a congratulatory message and an invitation by
Iran’s agriculture minister to visit Tehran, IRNA reported from Athens.

Anomeritis was appointed to his new post in a mini-reshuffle of the

Greek cabinet last Thursday.

Khandag-Abadi and anomeritis discussed the prospects of cooperation in
the field of agriculture between the two countries and reviewed the progress

of bilateral ties, an Iranian embassy source said.
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|lamic Revolution successful 1n
awakening many nations

TEHRAN - The Leader
of the Islamic Revolution
Ayatollah Ali  Khamenei
here Tuesday received thou-
sands of the university and
school students on the occa-
sion of birth anniversary of
Imam Ali (as), the first
Imam of the Household of
Prophet Mohammad (peace
be upon him) and on the eve
of Student Day (November
4).

The Leader in his speech
said that arrogant powers
are against the Iranian na-
tion, Islamic Revolution and
the sovereign state of the Is-
lamic Republic of Iran due
to its influence over other
nations on the preservation
of their identity, alertness
and resistance to the ar-
rogant satanic  designs,
IRNA reported.

Referring to the pre-
vailing problemsin the com-
munities of mankind and the
domineering policies of the
world of arrogance, Ay-

atollah  Khamenei stated,
“lack of insight and patience
has caused many nations to
fall under the domination of
the colonia powers.”

“In the pre-revolution pe-
riod, lran faced similar ma-
ligns which led to British,
Russian and then the U.S.
dominations over the destiny
of the Iranian nation for
many years” the Leader
said.

The Leader of the Islam-
ic Revolution then added
that when some learned and
intellectuals and a great per-
sondlity like the late Imam
Khomeini appeared in the
political scene of Iran, they
inspired the lranian nation
by imparting them with the
lesson of attaining  insight
and the show of resistance.”

“It was through such his-
torical lessons that the Ira-
nian nation was able to
create a new horizon in the
history of Iran and decisively
end the foreign domination

L ondon conference
tackles challenges of
Caspian pipelines

TEHRAN - A two-day international oil conference was to
open in London Wednesday with the aim of analysing the dy-
namics defining current and future investment decision in the
Caspian region, including the eterna dilemma over pipeline

routes.

Pipelines have become the key challenge around which

most

investment projects in the oil-rich Caspian states re-

volve, with virtually all routes facing economic and political
obstacles, IRNA reported from London.

Among the speakers at the conference, organised by the
Center for Global Energy Studies, are an array of oil min-
isters, executives, academics and legal researchers, con-

sidering multiple solutions.

Presenting the arguments for what is regarded as the most
cost-effective route through Iran is Deputy Oil Minister for

Caspian Oil and

Gas Affairs, Ali Mgjadi. Iranian Charge

d Affaires to London, Gholamreza Ansari, is also discussing

investment in Iran.

The conference itself was being opened by British Min-
ister for Science, Energy and Industry, John Battle. Norway’s
Qil Minister Marit Arnstad is also analysing economic and po-
litical driver  affecting his country’s investment in export

routes.

Issues being covered include Russia s monopoly of north-
ern pipelines, inter-country conflicts in Azerbaijan, Armenia,
Georgia, Chechnya, Turkmenistan and Kazakhstan, and U.S.
sanctions threats against export routes via and through Iran.

UNHCHR chief to vigit Iran

TEHRAN - The U.N.
High Commissioner for Hu-
man Rights (UNHCHR),
Mary Robinson, isto pay her
second visit to lran early
next year, British Foreign
Office Minister Baroness Sy-
mons has revealed.

Robinson  first visited
Tehran last March, when she
opened the sixth workshop
on regional human rights ar-

rangements in the Asa
Pacific region, which
brought  together  repre-

sentatives from 33 govern-
ments.

Her new trip flows next

week’s UNHCR confer-
ence on ‘enriching the uni-
versality of human rights' to
be held in Geneva in coop-
eration  with the Organ-
isation of Islamic Confer-
ence, currently chaired by
Iran, IRNA reported from
London.

The U.N. High Commis-
sioner was quoted saying in
a press release on  October
30 that she hoped the dis-
cussion on Islamic per-
spectives would “provide a

Iran’s U.N. envoy:

framework for a better un-
derstanding of the sig-
nificance of cultural and re-
ligious backgrounds.”

During her March visit
to Tehran, she said was a
“very  constructive meet-
ing” with Iranian Deputy
Foreign Minister Javad Zarif
on the issue of the universal
declaration of human rights
from an Islamic viewpoint.

Answering questions in
London’s House of Lords
Monday, Baroness Sy-
mons did not specify the
date of the former Irish pres-
ident’snext visit to Tehran,
but said that Robinson
would be accompanied by
officials from Amnesty In-
ternational human rights
group.

She was unable to an-
swer when British Foreign
Office Minister Derek
Fatchett's planned trip to
Tehran would take place, but
suggested that the first step
in the recent restoration of
UK-Iran bilateral relations
was to complete an exchange
of ambassadors.

over the country,” Ayatollah
Khamenei stated.

Calling on nations to
preserve their aertness and
resistance, the Leader said
that the arrogant powers and
those at the head of econom-
ic companies and cancerous
propaganda machines have
been spending billions dol-
lars on fighting the alertness
and resistance of the na
tions in order to pave the
way for continuation of their
domination over other na-
tions.

Ayatollah Khamenei
specified that the Islamic
Revolution of Iran was suc-
cessful in clearing off ‘the
clouds of disappointment’
by awakening many nations
and that a large number of
the youths in different
countries have become the
followers of the true ideol-
ogy of Islam.

The Leader of the ISlam-
ic Revolution added that Is-
lam is against domination
of any power over the Mus-
lim nations and calls on na-
tions to resist any dom-
ineering policy. That iswhy
the arrogance senses danger
of the Isamic aertness and
resistance, the Leader said..

Referring to the Student
Day (November 4) and the
fall of the U.S. espionage
den in the hands of the stu-
dents following the triumph
of the Islamic Revolution,
the Leader said that the tak-
ing over of the U.S. espion-
age den in Tehran was a re-
action by the students to
u.s. plots and satanic

measures against the Islamic
Revolution and the interests
of the Iranian nation.

The Leader then referred
to the U.S. conspiracies and
hostilities against the Iranian
nation even after the tri-
umph of the Islamic Revolu-
tion and stated that Washing-
ton was trying through its
various plots to defeat the
revolution and the sovereign
state of the Islamic Republic
of Iran with an aim to bring
back the ousted Pahlavi re-
gime within a short time, but
the Americans did not under-
stand Islam, revolution, na-
tion and the Iranian officials
and even today they are not
able to understand the Ira-
nians.

“Outwardly the tone of
the U.S. officials has become
gentle, but inwardly they are
the same and trying to once
again spread their political
and economic domination
over the resources of the
country and that they do not
want to see the sovereign
state of the Idlamic Re-
public of Iran which is
against continuation of their
illegitimate domination,” the
Leader added.

The Leader then de-
scribed the claim that said
having no relations with the
U.S. would not be in the in-
terest of Iran as an old weap-
on and noted that “having no
relations with the U.S. is one
hundred percent in the inter-
est of the Iranian nation and
that the available experiences
around the world have
proved this reality.”

Demirel:

Iran Air to provide specia
facilities for Japanese tourists

TEHRAN - Iran Air bureau chief in Japan Ali Akbar Akbari said in To-
kyo on Wednesday that Iran’s flag carrier (Iran Air) will provide special fa-
cilities for those Japanese university professors ad students who wish to visit
Iran. He said such facilities include lower ticket prices for students and pro-
fessors who wish to travel to Iran during their winter holidays.

He said that the visit to Tehran of Japanese researchers will serve to boost
cultural and economic relations between the two countriesin the long run.

He referred to employment of Japanese air hosts and hostesses as well as
operating of direct non-stop flight between Tehran and Tokyo once aweek as
other plans carried out to attract Japanese tourists to I ran.

Iran Air operates flights to and from Tokyo twice a week.

Turkey praises |ran’s bids

TEHRAN - Turkish President Suleyman Demirel Tuesday
praised Iran’s role and efforts, those of President Mohammad

Khatami

as the chairman of the Organization of the Islamic

Conference (OIC) in particular, in defusing the recent tension
between Ankara and Damascus.

Demirel made the remark in a meeting with the visiting
Iranian Minister of Finance and Economic Affairs Hussein
Namazi and other finance ministers attending the 2-day meet-
ing of the Standing Committee for Economic and Commercial
Cooperation (COMCEC) of OIC  which commenced in Is-
tanbul on Tuesday, IRNA reported from Ankara.

Iran calls for collective participation in

The Turkish president also termed as fruitful visit to Tur-
key and Syriaof Iran’s Foreign Minister Kamal Kharrazi.

Meanwhile, Namazi and Saudi Arabian state minister for
economic affairs stressed promotion of Tehran-Riyadh ties.

In a meeting on the sideline of the COMCEC meet, the
Saudi minister expressed satisfaction with the growing trend
of Tehran-Riyadh relations. Stressing that no foreign factor
can mar friendly ties between the two countries, he voiced
Saudi Arabid s readiness to expand trade and economic coop-
eration with Iran. He also lauded Iran’s active participation in
arecent exhibition in Saudi Arabia.

peace-keeping operations

TEHRAN - A member

of the Iranian  mission to
the United Nations in New
York Tuesday said the Is-
lamic Republic  of Iran be-
lieves that the U.N. peace-
keeping operations should be
a manifestation of collective
efforts by all members of the
international community.

Mehdi Yusefi, speaking
a the Tuesday session of the
4th committee of the U.N.
General Assembly which fo-
cuses on palitical topics, said
that such operations should
give equal opportunities to
al members for collective
participation in all aspects.

Comprehensive  review
of the issue of peace-keeping
operations in  all aspects
was the topic of Tuesday de-
bates, IRNA reported from
New Y ork.

Pointing to the U.N.
peace-keeping efforts over
the past five decades, Y use-
fi said that valuable ex-
periences of the past lend
further proof to the fact that
impartiality  of peace-

Iran recalls its ambassador
from Prague

TEHRAN - Iran caled
home its ambassador from
Czech in a bid to object to
the U.S.-funding of Persian
language radio station in that
country aming a dis
seminating anti-lranian pro-
grams.

Foreign Ministry spokes-
man Mahmoud Mohammadi
commenting on the recall of
the Iranian ambassador from
Prague stated here Tuesday
that such a decision has
been adopted by the Islamic
Republic of Iranto show its
objection over “the Czech
government adopting an un-
principled stance against
Iran by bowing to the U.S.
hostile measure to air anti-
Iranian program from ‘Free
Europe radio station’ in
Prague based on the U.S.
Congress decision,” IRNA
reported.

Mohammadi pointed out
that “the Islamic Republic of
Iran had been trying to con-
vince the Czech officias
through different measures
and objections to prevent
such  satanic  measures
against the Iranian people.

Iran’s Foreign Ministry
spokesman then added, “fi-
naly the satanic voice
went on antenna through
cooperation of the Czech
officias.”

“In areaction to such in-
terference in the domestic af-
fairsof Iran, Tehran has de-
cided to reduce the level of
its economic and politica
cooperation with Prague,”
concluded Mohammadi.

Meanwhile, lran's Am-
bassador to Prague Jafar Ha-
shemi Tuesday night an-

Middle East countries concerned
about Israel’ s nuclear program

TEHRAN - Iran’s permanent representative
to the United Nations, Hadi Nejad-Hosseinian
warned the international community at the
General Assembly of the Zionist regime’'s nu-
clear program. “The continued trend of activ-
ities of the nuclear centersin Israel are neither
under the security inspections of IAEA nor
aimed at peaceful use of the nuclear energy,”
IRNA quoted the Iranian U.N. envoy as say-
ing. He added that such a state of affair raised
serious concern among the countries in the
Middle East region. “Israel’s abstentionism in
opening up its nuclear centers for IAEA in-
spections and control, nullifies all efforts con-
centrated in creating the Middle East as a zone
ons,”
Hosseinian. “In the twenty fifth fina com-
munique of the foreign ministers of Organiza
tion of the Islamic Conference in March 1998,

free of nuclear w

sid Nejad-

the Isamic Republic of Iran had called on the
U.N. Security Council to force Isragl to abort
its endeavors in amassing nuclear weapons in
addition to submitting a full report of its atom-
ic weapons in its arsenals to the council and
the 1AEA,” Nejad-Hosseinian stated. Nejad-
Hosseinian said, “the Islamic Republic of Iran
gave special priority to its cooperation with
the International Atomic Energy
(IAEA) in the promotion of the application of
nuclear energy
U.N. General Assembly had convened to hear
IAEA report. Iran’s U.N. ambassador told the
General Assembly that “the issue of develop-
ment, research, production and application of
nuclear energy is an inaienable right of the
signatory nations of Nuclear Non-Proliferation
Treaty (NPT) and the NPT clearly stipulates
that such aright not be trampled on.”

Agency

for peaceful purposes.” The

nounced that Iran will reduce
the level of its economic and
political relations with the
Czech Republic unless the
country avoids anti-lran pol-
iciesdictated by theU.S.

He told IRNA that the
Czech Foreign Ministry has
been notified of Iran’s stand
towards Prague, recalling
its ambassador and reducing
the level of bilatera coop-
eration. The new Persian-
language service of RFE/RL,
funded by the U.S. Con-
gress, began its broadcasts
this week with an aim of un-
dermining the Islamic Re-
public of Iran.

Prague’'s permission to
the U.S. to start radio pro-
grams against lIran is con-
sidered interference in do-
mestic  affairs  of Iran,
Hashemi stated.

The Iranian ambassador
quoted a Czech Foreign Min-
istry official as saying that
Prague by all means does not
favor lowering the level of
its relations with Tehran.
The Czech Foreign Ministry

official added that the radio
program is a test program
and that his country will an-
nounce its final decision on
the issue in the near future,
the Iranian ambassador said.

He said that Iran does
not want to see the Czech
Republic be turned into a
U.S. Base for operations
against Iran.

Hashemi said that de-
cision of the Czech govern-
ment is against international
rules, U.N. Charter and the
friendship treaty between
Tehran and Prague.

Since Iran’s diplomatic
efforts to convince Prague to
refrain  from collaborating
with Washington in the lat-
ter's anti-lran  programs
failed, Tehran decided to re-
call its ambassador from
Prague, he added.

Referring to  Tehran-
Prague traditional relations,
Hashemi noted that many
Czech companies which are
active in Iran are displeased
with their government’s de-
cision.

M Ps comment on
budget deficit

TEHRAN - Correction
of budget structure and
transferring part of govern-
ment’s duties to the private
sector can have a positive
impact on increasing govern-
ment’s financial power and
offsetting the budget deficit,
said a representative of the
Consultative Assembly
(Mgjlis) from Rasht con-
stituency.

Mohammad Bager No-
bakht Hagigati who is aso
on the Majlis plan and bud-
get committee, told the daily
‘Tehran Times' that he sees
no reason why the govern-
ment should borrow money
from its banks to offset its
6,000-billion-rial budget def-
icit when the country itself
possesses a 150,000 billion
rias of liquidity in the pri-
vate sector. With its strong
popular support, the govern-
ment should provide secur-
ity of investment and encour-
age the private sector to
enter economic arenas, he
stressed,  describing  bor-
rowing from the country’s
banking system as “the most
destructive way of offsetting
the budget deficit.”

Issuing government

bonds can prove to be more
effective in this regard, he
said, “since part of the li-
quidity in society will be
spent on development pro-
jects” Meanwhile, another
member of parliament from
Kashmar, Mohammad Reza
Khabbaz, told the daily that
a national resolution, backed
by the government, is need-
ed to face economic profit-
eers. “President Khatami in-
herited an aling economy,
but people will help solve
the problems” he pointed
out, suggesting “the pres
ident should devise a tax
system in line with prin-
ciples of a heathy econ-
omy.”

As for borrowing from
the banking system, Khab-
baz said, “if 4,500 billion
rials is lent to the govern-
ment by the Central Bank, as
promised by the bank of-
ficias, the remaining 1,500
billion rids of the deficit
will not have an acute im-
pact on the economy.”

keeping forces, satisfaction
of belligerent parties and
non-interference in interna
affairs of the warring sides,
are of prime importance in
every single peace-keeping

operation.
To this end, he added,
peace-keeping  operations

should be conducted with
transparent objectives and
command structure in order
to prove effective in the
peaceful settlement of dis-
putes. The lIranian envoy

said that while the Islamic
Republic respects U.N. se-
lection procedure in picking
up countries for peace-
keeping operations as well
as the type of operation for
each state, proposals which
are offered by members
should be studied without
any prejudice.

The Islamic Republic of
Iran has repeatedly an-
nounced readiness for tak-
ing part in peace-keeping op-
erations, said Y usefi, adding

that however, the U.N. Se-
curity Council members with
veto power are only author-
ized to select the par-
ticipating countries.

In conclusion, Y usefi
welcomed the U.N. proposal
for dispatching a mine-
detecting team to Iran and
said the Islamic Republic has
aready taken steps in clear-
ing mine fields and has
signed a number of agree-
ments with U.N. related or-
ganizations in this respect.

Kuwalit, South Koreato cooperate
with Iran on environment

TEHRAN- The Iranian
Vice President and head of
Environmental Protection
Organization, Masoume Eb-
tekar on her arriva told
IRNA here Tuesday that
“grounds have been paved
on the environmental coop-
eration with both Kuwait and
South Korea.”

Ebtekar also said, “the
Regiona Organization for
the Protection of Marine En-
vironment (ROPME) has
also agreed to set up ainfo
networks on the geo-
graphical issues and centers
for marine research in the
member countries.”

During her stay in Ku-
wait, she inspected one of

the biggest research in-
stitutes in that country.
“Kuwait is ready to

cooperate with the Islamic
Republic of Iran on creating
a network on water and air
pollution,” said the vice
president.

EPO head further said,
“leaders of the ROPME
member countries have
been motivated to pump in
investments on the environ-
mental projects.”

At the meeting with the
Kuwaiti emir, lauding Ku-
waiti women's participation
in the matters related to ac-
ademic  issues, Ebtekar
stressed women participation
in political scene at this ex-
change of talks.

The lIranian vice pres-
ident also stated that she had
held talks with the South
Korean president, foreign
minister, minister of heath

and environment on the side-
line of the regional confer-
ence on the ‘development of
Asiaand Oceaniain the third
millennium’.

At the meeting with the
Korean minister of health
and environment, the two
sides had agreed to coop-
erate to carry research on the
effects of pollution on the ur-
bane dwellers of the two
metropolitans,  Seoul and
Tehran.

Both South Korea and

Iran have agreed to step up
cooperation in the transfer
of lranian experience and
South Korean technology.
Iran’s vice president said
that at the meeting with
South Korean President,
Kim Dae Jung, he lauded
President Khatami’s logical
policies in promoting open
political atmosphere, stim-
ulating economic growth and
cultural rapprochement. Kim
aso expressed his interest in
Islam, Iran and values up-
held by Iranian nation.

Students stage
rallies to mark
November 4

TEHRAN - Rallies to mark November 4--the national day
of campaign against world arrogance and the student day--
staged throughout the country on Wednesday.

The day marks three important eventsin the history of the
country; sending to exile the late Founder of the ISlamic Re-
public, Imam Khomeini, the student day and seizure of the
former U.S. embassy in Tehran by the students following the
line of the Imam. Following the takeover the embassy came
to be known as the den of espionage.

The rally, which commenced with recitations from the
Holy Quran, last until noon when the students converged be-
fore the embassy compound to demonstrate their unity and ex-
press their strong hatred towards the world arrogance and its

policies.

Secretary of the Expediency Council Mohsen Rezaie ad-

dressed therally.

University and high school students participating in rallies
expressed their strong opposition to the U.S. hegemonic pol-

icies.

They also renewed their allegiance to the Leader’'s view
on relations with the U.S. to the effect that ties with U.S. are
contrary to Iranian nation’s interests and there will be no re-
lation as long as Washington continues to plot against Iran.

lranian embassy In Sweden
offers sympathy to fire victims

TEHRAN - The em-
bassy of the Islamic Re-
public of Iran in Stock-
holm, Sweden, in a
statement  Tuesday  ex-
pressed deep concern over
the deadly arson at a cul-
tural center in the city of
Gothenburg in  which
scores of young people, in-
cluding some Iranians, were
killed, IRNA reported.

The statement offered
sympathy to the bereaved
families and close friends
of al those who were either
killed or injured in the trag-
ic incident.

The fire a the over-
crowded Halloween party in
the city of Gothenburg,
which claimed lives of 62
youths of 13 to 18 years of
age, has been turned into a
national catastrophe and a
banner headline in print me-
dia. Following the incident,
a day of national mourning
was announced in Sweden
and flags were flown on
half mast out of respect for
the victims.

The Swedish press re-

ported that in addition to the
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62 victims, out of whom 37
including 6 Iranians have so
far been identified, 160 oth-
ers were also hospitalized
due to their wounds.
Two-thirds of the vic-
tims were migrants with dif-
ferent nationalities who

took part in a teenage party
held at the premises of the
Macedonian cultural center.

The venue of the tragic
incident where up to 400
youths had gathered was li-
censed to take only 150, re-
ports said.

Outlines of law on Iran’smembership in

Intl. organizations approved

TEHRAN - The Idamic Consultative Assembly (Majlis)
has approved the outlines of the bill on Iran’s membership in
international organizations and fora. The hill obliges the gov-
ernment to revitalize the Iranian Organization of International
Communities and the approval of theits new charter.

It said that the organization is required to study, evaluate
and give its specialized opinion on Iran’s membership in the

international organizations.
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