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Out of this world call prices

Iran 48p

Germany
France
USA
Canada
Australia
Japan
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p
11p
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Rates are inclusive of VAT
and apply all day every day!

Call PLANET TALK free on

0800 856 2029

WESTERN MONEY
UNION TRANSFER

The fastest way to send money
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1-888-ANDISHEH
FAX:(650)856-8201

New Version, up to 10 Educational games!
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L adiesand Gentlemen:

Thereareonly afew guestswhomay not speak Farsi. Fortheirinterest, |
may briefly say that thel ranian Academic A ssociationof North Americaisa
non-profitpolitical organi zationfoundedby I ranianscientists.

Theprimary aimof IAA isto promote the cooperation among Iranian
scientists, andin particular to serveasabridge between Iranian scientistsin
N.A.andour colleaguesinlran.

Thisisthethird annual conference of our society, and the society pub-
lishesabilingual quarterly review.

Asmost of youknow, | cametothiscountry some54yearsagoand start-
ed an academic carrier of scientific research and teaching at M.1.T., half a
century ago. At that timetherewere only ahandful Iranian professionalsin
USA. Now the number of Iranian scientistsin the USA hasincreased per-
haps1,000times.

| want tothank all participantsof thiscongress, thespeakersandtheor-
ganizing committeesfor their tediousjob, Dr. Claude L apeuness, president
of Ryerson University of technology (Canada), Dr. C. Amiri, Dr. RezaVa-
ghef, Dr. M. Khojastehand Dr. A. Mahdavi for their kindwordsconcerning
myself and my academic, literary and scientific work. Indeed, | am most
grateful for thishonor bestowed onmeby thel ranian Academic Association
of NorthAmerica.
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|zmir University to expand
courses in Persian language

TEHRAN - A visiting Iranian cultural delegation and academic staff of | N

lzmir

University explored ways for expanding and strengthening Persian

language and literature at the university.

During the meeting, practical ways of expanding the Persian language
and literature course in the university and Iran’s cultural and scientific con-

tribution to the course were also discussed

Some 25 students at BA and MA levels are currently attending the Per-

sian language courses at |zmir University.
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Grounds prepared for consolidation MeusaaLat:
of Tehran-Riyadh ties

TEHRAN - lranian For-
eign Minister Kama Khar-
razi in Riyadh on Satruday
hand delivered a message
from Iran’s President Mo-
hammad Khatami to Saudi
King Fahd ibn Abd al-Aziz.

In his meeting with the
Iranian envoy, the Saudi king
observed that the Persian
Gulf states should col-
laborate more fully with each
other.

Kharrazi said that ex-
change of delegations be-
tween the two countries has
recently become more fre-
guent and work on joint ex-
hibitions is going ahead un-
hampered by any problem,
IRNA reported.

Kharrazi aso hand de-
livered a message from Pres-
ident Khatami to Saudi
Crown Prince Abdallah ibn
Abd d-Aziz as-Sa' ud.
The Saudi crown prince ex-
pressed his pleasure with the
speech by Iranian president
at the United Nations earlier
which, he said, was wisely
composed.

He aso said that he was
pleased with the role Iran
was playing as a mediator
between Turkey and Syria.

The Saudi crown prince
also observed that oil prices
were low and added that
OPEC members share the
same fate and must therefore,
collaborate with each other
in that area.

The Iranian foreign min-
ister referred to President
Khatami's proposal for des-
ignating the year 2,000 for
dialog among civilizations.
He aso voiced his concern
about the military pacts be-
tween the Zionist regime and
the countries of the region,
and said the regional coun-
tries must adopt a more ac-
tive role in dealing with the
situation.

The Iranian foreign min-
ister also said that the Tal-
iban are not true repre-
sentatives of the people in
Afghanistan.

The two sides aso ex-
pressed pleasure with the
steadily developing relations
between Iran and Saudi Ara-
bia. In a separate meeting,
Kharrazi and his Saudi coun-

terpart Sa'ud al-Faisal  ex-
pressed satisfaction with the
growing trend of bilateral
ties and announced their re-
spective countries' readiness
to further bolster and deepen
relations at bilateral, regional
and international levels.

The Saudi foreign min-
ister said the current visit of
Kharrazi has prepared the
ground for consolidation of
the two countries relations.

Referring to the recent
developments in the region,
al-Faisal said at this sensitive
juncture Iran is expected to
play aleading role in the re-
gion. Kharrazi caled as es-
sential the exchange of views
between the officials of the
two Islamic countries on re-
gional and Muslim world's
issues.

They also reviewed the
crisis between the United
Nations and Irag, the Middle
East situation, and oil related
issues. The two sides voiced
their agreement on the ne-
cessity of lrag's full com-
pliance with all the relevant
resolutions of the U.N. Se-
curity Council, and said con-
tinuing crisis between Irag
and the  United Nations
would simply make the re-
gion unstable with the people
of Irag being the main vic-
tims of the conflict.

The foreign ministers of
the two countries also dis-
cussed the internationa oil
prices and the adverse impact
of its downward trend, and
agreed that Iran and Saudi
Arabia should collaborate
more closely for coping with
the situation.

The two sides dso
agreed that the Middle East
situation in light of the ex-
pansionist policies of the Zi-
onist regime, and agreed to
confer on a regular basis in
the future in response to the
regional developments.

Kharrazi wound up his
two-day visit to Saudi Arabia
and returned home early
Sunday morning.

Upon arival at Meh-
rabad airport, Kharrazi told
reporters that the first session
of joint Iran-Saudi Arabia
politicl commission was
held in Riyadh. It was de-

Karbaschi outlines latest
developmentsin Iran

TEHRAN - The former mayor of Tehran Gho-
lamhussein Karbaschi Friday in Ottawa, Canada, out-
lined the latest political, social, economic and cultura
developmentsin Iran, IRNA reported.

Karbaschi, who is currently in Canada on an in-
formal visit, made the remark while addressing a group
of students and teaching staff of Carlton University.

The former mayor of Tehran who is also secretary
general of Kargozaran-e Sazandegi (executives of con-
struction) party, was invited to Carlton University by
Middle East studies group of the university.

After the speech he answered to a number of ques-
tions on the process of democratization in Iran, freedom
of political parties and the press, compatibility of re-
ligion with democracy and cultura activities in the Is-

lamic Republic.

During his stay in Canada, the former Tehran mayor
met and conferred with a number of Canadian officials.

cided to hold the session eve-
ry six months, he added.

Expressing  satisfaction
over his talks with senior
saudi officials, the Iranian
foreign minister noted that
the visit was aimed at ex-
changing views on issues of
mutual interests including
regional developments and
further promoting bilateral
ties.

On Tehran-Riyadh ec-
onomic cooperation, in the
field of ail in particular, he
said that mechanisms to in-
crease oil price were dis
cussed with Saudi officials.

Referring to critical situa-
tion in Afghanistan, Kharrazi
said that due to change in
Saudi stand on Afghanistan,
Taliban's behaviors are de-
plored by all.

Prince  Abdalah ex-
pressed concern over situa-
tion in the war-torn Af-
ghanistan, Kharrazi said,
adding that this is an in-
dication of change in Saudi
stand on Afghanistan.

The Islamic Republic of
Iran believes that establish-
ment of a broad-based gov-
ernment is the only way for
salvation in Afghanistan, he
concluded.

Councils
elections, key
task of Interior
Ministry

TEHRAN - Interior Min-
ister  Hojatoleslam  Ab-
dulvahed Mousavi Lari here
Saturday referred to holding
elections for the city and vil-
lage councils in February as
one of the key programs of
President Mohammad Kha-
tami’s administration.

Mousaiv Lari told the
one-day gathering of govern-
ors general of that the elec-
tions will be on top of Inter-
ior Ministry’s activities in
the coming months.

Stressing that the city
and village councils are a
new experience, he pointed
out that the ministry is de-
cisive not to let any flaws in
holding the elections.

Lari said that the coun-
cils will be manifestation of
public participation in man-
agement of the society.

Stressing that holding the
elections is a duty, he said
that the public should be in-
formed of the true status of
the councils and their role in
the society as to encourage
the competent and creative
individuals to take part in the
councils.

Iranian player ranks third at
Intl. chess contests

TEHRAN - Iranian chess player, Atousa Pour-Kashian in the girls under-
10 category of the 14th world youth chess championship in Castelion, Spain,
jointly ranked third with her Georgian counterpart.

Shadi Paridar, another Iranian chess player of under 12 age group, aso
stood at 7th place among 84 players, IRNA reported from Madrid.

Javad Alavi Mogadam, the reigning under-10 world champion but com-
peting in under-12 category this year, also ranked 13th among 99 participants
in the category. 800 chess players from 90 countries attended the 16-day con-
test which concluded Friday evening.

lran welcomes investment by Intl. oil
companies in Caspian Sea

TEHRAN - Iran wel-
comes investment and pres-
ence of al international oil
companies in oil projects in
the Caspian Sea, Oil Min-
ister Bijan Namdar Zan-
ganeh told a press confer-
ence held here on the
sidelines of the second inter-
national seminar on Caspian
Sea oil and gas resources
which opened Saturday.

Iran has not exempted
American oil companies
from taking part in the pro-
jects, Zanganeh said, adding
that American companies
should solve their problems
with their own government,
IRNA quoted Zanganeh as

ing.

He added U.S. sanctions
against Iran “are harmful to
American companies and
disrupt the natural course of
economic activities.”

Iran takes into considera-
tion its own national inter-
ests in implementing oil pro-
jects and that is why doors to
negotiations are open to any
company, the minister said.

“Our territory offers us a
natural advantage for a route
to transport Caspian oil and
gas. We offer the shortest

lran’s active participation

NI TU

TEHRAN - Deputy for
interantional affairs of Min-
istry of Post, Telegraph and
Telephone (PTT), Mehdi Ta-
beshian, said on Friday that
with the approva of the In-
ternational Tele-
communication Union
(ITU), al members of the or-
ganization now have the
right to use their orbital posi-
tionsin the space.

Tabeshian made the re-
mark in Mineapolis, Min-
nesota, where he was at-
tending the plenipotentiary
conference of the ITU which
met October 11-November 6
with participation of over
2000 experts from 185
States.

Speaking to IRNA on the
closing day of the confer-
ence, he said that as a result
of insistance of the Iranian
delegation, the less de
veloped and developing
countries, particularly the
oppressed people of Pa-
estine were able to attain
their communications rights.

He said that during the
conference the developed
countries, which have reg-
istered many orbital posi-
tionsin the space, tried to set
a penaty for those under-
developed and developing
countries, which have so far
failed to use their orbital po-
sitions, with the intention of
depriving them from their
own orbital positions.

However, he added,
through the efforts of Iran
and some other members,
the proposal was rejected
and instead it was decided

Tehran, Kuala Lumpur review
cultural ties

TEHRAN - Iran’'s Am-
bassador to Malaysia Huss-
ein Fereydoon and Ma-
laysian Minister Abdul-
Hamid Othman on Sat-

National
markswomen

leave for Kazakhstan

TEHRAN - The national
markswomen to better pre-
pare for the upcoming Asian
games in Thailand, left for
Kazakhstan on Friday.

The team is to practice in
a joint training camp with
other markswomen from the
Central Asian states.

The Women's Athletics
Organization announced that,
the ninth training camp of the
national markswomen will be
held for one week in Almaty,
during which the team will
hold preparatory games in
two categories of group and
individual, with the teams
from the Central Asian coun-
tries, IRNA reported.

The report also added that
the Iranian markswomen are
at the premier levels of the
world and the competitions
will be held according to in-
ternational standards.

The team, will include
eight markswomen, two
coaches and one supervisor.

urday explored avenues for
bilateral cultural coop-
eration.

Fereydoon said Iran as
the chairman of the Or-
ganization of the Islamic
Conference (OIC) is ready
to help Malaysia overcome

its problems.
Othman, welcomed the
idea for Iran-Malaysia

cooperation on tourism in-
dustry and referring to the
short stay of the Malaysian
pilgrims in Iran on their
way to Saudi Arabia called
it as a positive move in up-

grading cultural relations
between the two countries.

The Malaysian minister
expressed hope that with
the efforts of Malaysia's
Islamic center, the Ma-
laysian tourism institutions
encourage more Malaysian
tourists to visit Iran.

Othman further ac-
cepted an invitation to vis-
it lran by lranian minister
of Culture and Islamic
Guidance Ataollah Mo-
hajerani, and expressed
hope to visit Iran in the
near future.

Iranian films to be screened in
Greek film festival

TEHRAN - Iranian film “Sib” (Apple) by the young ris-
ing director Samira Makhmalbaf is taking part in the inter-
national competition in the 39th International Thessal oniki
Film Festival which kicks off on November 13.

Twelve films including those from France, Germany, Ja-
pan and Greece are taking part in the official competition sec-
tion, IRNA reported from Athens.

Two more Iranian films, “Leila’ by Dariush Mehrjui and
“Sokout” (Silence) by Mohsen Makhmalbaf, a joint Iran-
Tajikistan-French production, will be screened in the new ho-

rizons section.

Thessaloniki or Salonica, 500 kms north of Athens, is

Greece' s second largest-city.

The Thessaloniki film festival is considered to be the
most prominent film festival in the wider area of the Balkans.
The acclaimed Greek film maker Theo Angelopoulos has
been appointed the president of the Thessaloniki film fes-

tival.

that al countries should be
able to use minimum of their
telecommunications  rights
till November 2000.

He further said that dur-
ing the conference, Iran,
which is the current head of
the Organization of the Is-
lamic Concference (OIC),
held several sessions with
the heads of OIC delegations
to coordinate technical, ad-
ministrative and financial af-
fairs and to discuss the tele-
communication rights of the
Islamic states.

The Iranian delegation
also made specia efforts to-
wards the issue of tele-
communications of Pal-
estinians and managed to get
through an important resolu-
tion to the benefit of Pal-
estinian nation. According to
the resolution, the Pal-
estinian delegation at tele-
communications  commis-
sions on the Middle East will
have voting right.

In addition to this, Pal-
estine will be provided with
an independent international
telecommunication code
through which they will not
need to make their inter-
national calls through Is
reel’s  telecommunication
system.

Saying that the confer-
ence highlighted the equal
right for al world countries
for access to the space and
peaceful use of space, he
noted that some countries,
mainly the developing ones,
caled on the ITU secretary
genera to interfere and halt
the monopoly of the U.S.

Swiss national
diesfalling out
of cable car

TEHRAN - A Swiss
woman fell in a valey and
died in Touchal in northern
Tehran on Friday afternoon
when she hurried to get out
of acable car which stopped
midway due to technical de-
fect.

The woman aong with
two other Swiss nationas
and two Iranians were en-
trapped in a car when one of
the cable car lines stopped
due to technical defect
around 16:00 hours loca
time on Friday, said the pub-
lic relations department of
Touchal Cable Car Com-
pany.

Rescue teams started
evacuating those trapped in
the carsimmediately but one
of the Swiss nationals broke
the car’ s window and four in
the car mamaged to get out
to safety by climbing down
the mast. The fifth, the
Swiss woman, however, lost
her balance when getting out
of the car and fell to her
death.

An official at Bonyad-e
Mostazafan and Janbazan
(foundation for the op-
pressed and disabled) told
IRNA that the accident oc-
curred due to the rush of the
Swiss nationals and not
waiting for relief teams to
come to their assistance.

over Internet and make the
union’s council  take the
necessary measures to end
U.S. dominance over the net-
work

The plenipotentiary con-
ference of the International
Telecommunication Union is
the supreme organ for mak-
ing decisions in the union
which sets policies on tech-
nical side of tele-
communications in world.

The previous session met
in Tokyo four years ago. A
seven-member Iranian del-
egation had taken part in the
conference.

Special advant
Incoming vessels

TEHRAN - lIran will
give specia discount on du-
ties and other port expenses
for those vessels which tran-
sit their goods from one of
the Iranian ports, Managing
Director of Shipping and
Ports Organization, Mokh-
tar Kalantari said here Sat-
urday.

Speaking to IRNA, Ka-
lantari said the decision has
recently taken by the gov-
ernment to attract more
businessmen, expand for-
eign rade, generate hard cur-
rency incomes and increase
transit ships and vessels.

According to the of-
ficial, ships entering one of
the Iranian ports, either bulk
cargo ships or empty vessels
to be loaded with exported
goods will be given some
75 percent discount, he add-
ed

All incoming foreign
empty vessels, with gross
weight of more than 1,500
tons, which arrive at one of
the Iranian ports to transfer

and the most natural route.”

Criticizing Washington
for using unilateral political
leverage in determining the
route for transfer of the Cas-
pian Sea oil, he stressed that
economic  activities have
their own rules.

Zanganeh said no com-
pany has so far accepted the
U.S. proposed route.

Washington has sup-
ported plans for a oil pipe-
line linking Baku, Azer-
baijan’s capital, to the
Turkish port of Ceyhan as
the principal route for the ex-
port of Caspian and Centra
Asian oil.

Referring to the compari-
son some people make be-
tween Caspian basin and that
of the Persian Gulf, he said
that the even the most op-
timistic estimates show that
Caspian oil will only last un-
til 2015.

He further said that Iran
insists on determination of
the Caspian Sea legal regime
but lack of legal regime will
not hinder exploitation of the
resources.

Representatives from 30
countries along with those
from oil companies in-
cluding U.S. oil company
Conoco and British Petrole-
um have participated in the
two-day seminar.

Addressing the opening
session of the second inter-
national conference on the
Caspian oil and gas on Sat-
urday, Zanganeh said that to
compile the most suitable le-
ga regime for the Caspian
Sea, all the littord states
should cooperate and come
to a consensus over the is
sue.

He said “comprehensive
peaceful cooperation and
recognition of one another’s
rights would lead to the most
suitable legal regime for the
Caspian Sea.”

Bilateral agreements
without due attention to the
rights of al littora states, he
said, would add to the am-

Iranian goods will be of-
fered a 60 percent discount
on legal tariffs, duties, port
and shipping expenditures.

Iranian empty vessels ar-
riving at one of the coun-
try’s ports for shipment of
non-oil goods for exports
will also enjoy a 60 percent
discount.

All empty foreign ships
with the displacement ca-
pacity of more than 1,500

Orumiyeh wetlands, host
to migratory birds

MAHABAD, West Azar-
baijan - Some 50,000 mi-
gratory birds have already
arrived in the wetlands south
of the Orumiyeh Lake in
northwestern Province of
West Azarbaijan.

The announcement was
made by the head of city of
Mahabad's  Environmental
Protection Department, Jafar
Sedigi, who further told
IRNA that the birds, in-
cluding 151 varieties, started
their journey from the frigid
plains of Siberiato spend the
winter in areas around the
Orumiyeh Lake.

The wetlands ‘Hassan-
Loo', ‘Baba-Heidar’, ‘Dar-
geh-Sangee’, ‘Qoupi Baba
Ali’, ‘Garous', ‘Y adgar-Loo’
and ‘Qarah-Qeshlaqg are

amongst the major winter
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habitats for the migratory
birds, Sedigi added.

Gray geese, swans, her-
ons, grean-heads, flamingos,
white pelicans and white-
head ducks are some of the
birds being seen in the area
in the cold season.

Amongst the outstanding
features adding to the inter-
national importance of the
Orumiyeh Lake wetlands,
Sedigi  enumerated suitable
environmental  conditions,
ample bamboos, fresh water
and existence of a wide va
riety of fish.

Of West Azarbaijan’s 11
wetlands, Hassan-Loo, Y ad-
gar-L oo, Dargeh-Sangee,
and Qoupi Baba-Ali are reg-
istered by Raamsar Inter-
national Convention on Wet-
lands.
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biguity of the issue of Cas-
pian oil and gas development
and would also become a
source of tensions in the re-
gion.

It would further delay
the developments and would
thus harm the investments,
Zanganeh added.

Stressing that no party
can deny the nations the
right of seeking sustainable
development, Zanganeh
caled for removing political
and legal disruptions inter-
fering with the economic op-
portunities regarding the
Caspian resources.

“If the risks of the re-
gional projects are to dimin-
ish and for the investment
companies to carry out the
most economical al-
ternatives, the political and
economic cooperation
amongst the regiona coun-
tries has to be enhanced, and
tensions have to be avoided
in the Caspian region,” he
said.

Commenting on econom-
ic sanctions, Zanganeh said
that as a result of the sanc-
tions, the politically-decided
routes have not been imple-
mented for not being ec-
onomical, and that as long as
the sanctions stand, the Cas-
pian energy resources would
not be economically de-
veloped and exported.

“The time has come to
set aside the unilateral polit-
ical considerations to pave
the way for entrance of the
Caspian Sea in the world
economy,” Zanganeh said.

Noting the cost in-
effectiveness of the polit-
ically-decided routes for
transfer of Caspian ail, the
Iranian officia said that
eventually economics would
have the final say and that all
sanctions are doomed to fail-
ure.

Zanganeh further re-
iterated that the shortest,
least expensive and safest as
well as the most environ-
ment-friendly route for trans-
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tons which arrive at the
ports to be loaded with non-
oil goods will be offered a
discount of 50 percent on all
their duties and ports ex-
penditures.

Kalantari added all the

fer of Caspian oil is through
the Iranian territory.

Elaborating on the barter
plan for export of the Cas
pian oil, Zanganeh said that
the plan envisions Iran re-
ceiving oil from the north
and delivering the equivalent
amount at the Persian Gulf
terminalsin the south.

With construction of the
390-km Neka-Tehran pipe-
ling, starting in 2001 the Is-
lamic Republic would be
able to process 380,000 bar-
rels of Caspian ail in its Teh-
ran and Tabriz refineries on
daily basis, and to deliver the
equivalent amount of ail to
the clients of the Caspian
states at the Persian Gulf ter-
minals, the oil minister said.
the pipeline costs a fifth of
that for other routes, he add-
ed.

The next phase of the
plan would see the transport
capacity rise to one million
barrels per day, to be made
possible by reversing the al-
ready existing pipeline con-
necting Tehran, Isfahan and
Ahvaz as well as that con-
necting Tehran, Arak and
Ahvaz.

Highlighting the fragility
of the Caspian Sea environ-
ment, Zanganeh stressed that
any energy transfer plan
should cause the least of
harms to the land and marine
environment.

Touching on the ca
pability for annual transfer
of four billion cubic meter of
Turkmen natural gas via
Iran, Zanganeh said that
studies are in progress on the
Turkmenistan-Iran-Turkey-
Europe route, and a barter
plan can also be considered
as an aternative.

In conclusion, Zanganeh
announced Iran’s readiness
for cooperation with regional
countries to carry out up-
stream and downstream oil
and gas projects, pipeline
construction and for export
of oil and gas related equip-
ment.

vessels arriving here on
their transit route to other
countries, will also enjoy a
discount of 75 percent.

The tariffs have gone
into effect in the lranian
ports since November 3, 98.

Seminar on |slam, human
rights to open in Geneva

TEHRAN - An international seminar on Islam and human
rightsisto open in Genevatoday.

Issues on the agenda of the two-day gathering include the
fundamental Islamic principle of non-discrimination as well
as social, cultural and political rights of human beings.

Many experts are to attend the seminar which isjointly or-
ganized by the U.N. High Commissioner for Human Rights
and the Organization of the Islamic Conference.

Iranian Foreign Minister Kamal Kharrazi, during the 54th
session of human rights commission last spring, requested the
U.N. High Commissioner for Human Rights to sponsor a sem-
inar on Islam’s views on human rights.

According to a statement by the U.N., the experts are to
contribute short papers to the seminar and participate in an ex-
change of view. They however, will not be called upon to
reach conclusions, adopt positions, or review current prac-

tices.
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