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Out of this world call prices
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France
USA
Canada
Australia
Japan

12p
12p

p
11p
13p
16p

Rates are inclusive of VAT
and apply all day every day!

Call PLANET TALK free on

0800 856 2029

WESTERN MONEY
UNION TRANSFER

The fastest way to send money

wor ldwide.
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1-888-ANDISHEH
FAX:(650)856-8201

New Version, up to 10 Educational games!
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E-mail:info@andisheh.com

Web: http://www. andisheh. com
Learnin, Mind Media Labs
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lvory Coast calls for expansion

of bilateral tieswith Iran I N

TEHRAN - Minister of Agriculture and Animal Resource of Ivory Coast
Lamert Kouassi Konan and Iran’s Ambassador Abdi Abyane discussed ex-
pansion of bilateral relations and other matters of mutua interests. In the
meeting, Kouassi referred to Iran as an important country with high ca-
pabilitiesin all areas and underlined the need for further expansion of mutual
relation in trade and agricultural fields. He also extended an invitation to his
Iranian counterpart | ssa Kalantari to pay an official visit to Ivory Coast.
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Iran, most logical route for giscussoil in Tehran
export of Caspian oll, gas

TEHRAN - Iranian For-
eign Minister Kama Khar-
razi here Sunday said Iran is
the most important economic
crossroads for export of oil
and gas of the Caspian Sea
to consumer markets.

In a message to the sec-
ond day of the second inter-
national seminar on Caspian
Sea oil and gas resources
and transport routes, opened
in the Iranian capital on Sat-
urday, Kharrazi said Iran has
extensive network of ports,
railways, roads and oil pipe-
line that can be used by all
Caspian Sea littoral coun-
tries, IRNA reported.

He said that export of ex-
cess production from the re-
gion not only can meet glo-
bal demand for energy but
also helps expedite econom-
ic growth in the countries of
the region.

Voicing Iran's readiness
to buy up to 1.5 million bar-
rels of oil and 200 million
cubic meters of gas daily for
its domestic consumption,
the Iranian foreign minister
said in his message, “we be-
lieve we are the best trading
partner in any venture for ex-
ploration of Caspian re-
sources. The most logical
route for export of oil and
gas of littoral countries is by
pipeline through Iran and ex-
port via lranian ports.”

Underlining Iran’s policy
of peace and tranquility in
the world, the message said

the Islamic Republic also
strives to promote balanced
relationships with other na-
tions based on respect for in-
dependence and equality of
rights.

Pointing to relationship
with Central Asia and the
Caucasus as another priority
areain lran’s foreign policy,
he said, “the Islamic Re-
public of Iran believes re-
sources of the Caspian Sea
and cooperation for their ex-
ploitation and transport pave
the way for forging stronger
regional cooperative links
and serve as a vehicle for
peace, security and sustain-

able economic develop-
ment.”
The message under-

scored the importance of
building confidence and trust
as a fundamental approach
towards positive change in
regional relations and said,
“we believe that only mul-
tifaceted, balanced and sus-
tainable development can
bring about positive change
and progress in our re
gion...development  process
should Create non-
discriminatory opportunities
for al nations of the region.”

Highlighting the legal re-
gime of the Caspian as an-
other key issue, Kharrazi
said the sea is the point of
confluence of five countries
in the region.

The embryo of potential
misunderstanding,  dispute

Economy Council approves
credits for energy projects

TEHRAN - The Council
of Economy, presided over
by President Mohammad
Khatami, approved the util-
ization of equivalent of RIs
1,300 hillion in the form of
foreign credits for construc-
tion of Ostour and Mola
Sadra dams in Gilan and
Fars provinces respectively.

The Energy Ministry was
theinitiator of the plan.

Besides generation of
265 mw of power, the dams
would help store 1.5 hillion
cum. of water and aso ir-
rigate some 330,000 hectares
of farming lands, IRNA re-
ported.

The council aso ap-
proved the plan to construct
water transfer tunnels for ad-
dressing the city of Ker-
man’'s water needs of up to
90 million cu.m. For the next
23 years. the tunnels, to be

built with equivalent of Rls
750 billion in foreign credits,
would channel surface wa-
ters from neighboring re-
gionsto the city.

The water supply needs
of central city of Yazd was
another issue discussed by
the council which per En-
ergy Ministry’s request, a-
located RIs 205 hillion for
construction of pumping sta-
tions and reservoirs for the
purpose.The plan envisions
transferring water from Zay-
andeh-Rud of isfahan to the
city of Yazd.

The council aso allocat-
ed RIs 49.6 hbillion for com-
pletion of Iranshahr power
plant which would have a
power generation capacity of
256 mw.

Per official exchange
rates, RIs 3,000 is equivalent
tooneU.S. dallar.

and tension is also visible in
region, he said, adding that if
allowed to develop, it will
not only engulf countries of
the region but also will
threaten interests of countries
and companies outside the
region aswell.

“Thus, reaching common
understanding on a legal re-
gime is an economic and le-
ga imperative, and an im-
pelling political and security
necessity,” he told the gath-
ering.

Pointing to lengthy dis-
cussions Iran has had on the
Caspian Sea status over the
past few years with other lit-
toral states, Kharrazi said,
“we dtill believe that the best
way is to set aside limited
exclusive margina areas so
that a larger part of the sea,
as shared wedlth of littoral
states, can be exploited in an
equitable condominium ar-
rangement.”

Voicing Iran’'s pre-
paredness to negotiate a le-
gal regime based on sectoral
division, he said, “our re-
sponsibility toward the Cas-
pian Sea is not limited to a
particular juncture of time.
We need to create condi-
tions that future generations
can benefit from resources
of this sea for economic de-
velopment.”

Expressing concern over
pollution level of the Cas
pian Sea, mostly oil pol-
lutants, which he said is 11
times more than permissible
levels, Kharrazi said for this
reason Iran and Russia have
declared their strong opposi-
tion to construction of oil
and gas pipeline under the
seabed

However, he said, “we
believe there is no constraint
for cooperation of regional
countries and those bringing
capital and technology, and
we are prepared to extend
our full cooperation for this
purpose.”

Stressing that in the
post-Cold War era uni-
|ateralism is doomed to fail,
Kharrazi said in conclusion
that this policy is mostly
pursued by the United States
and also targets the Caspian
Searegion.

“This policy has to be
stopped, if we want econom-
ic prosperity for our region
that will undoubtedly have
positive impact on the world
economy as well,” the mes-
sage read.

Intl. seminar on Central Asian
caravansaries kicks off

YAZD - An inter-
national gathering on Cen-
tral  Asian caravansaries
commenced in this central
province on Sunday at-
tended by 20 experts from
various world coun-
tries.Secretary General of
the National Commission of
the U.N. Educational, Sci-
entific and Cultural Or-
ganization (UNESCO), Jalil
Shahi, said at the opening
session that the car-
avansaries had been used by
passengers and traders in
Iran for long years, IRNA
reported.

He added that from ar-
chitectural point of view, the
caravansaries are the result
of experiences of “our pre-
decessors’, built on the ba-
sis of ecological, cultural
and social conditions of
their regions.

Shahi, however, said
that foreign and domestic
designers have refrained
from studying these prem-
ises while relative attention

"

|"I"I"j"‘

to this issue can produce
positive results.
The next speaker, the

UNESCO representative
said that caravansaries are
the best manifestation of
common cultural heritage.
Yazd Governor General
Sefid

Gholam-Ali in his

r

meter area.

Intl. exhibition to be set up
in Kish

KISH ISLAND, Hormuzgan - The Kish island’s first

international exhibition will be held with participation of

domestic and international companies in the Iranian month

of Azar (November 22-December 21).
The the 10-day exhibition will be held on a 5,000 square

Foreign and domestic companies will display industrial,
commercial and cultural products for public viewing.

Meanwhile, with a budget of RIs 2,245 million con-
struction work for building the fifth terminal of Kish island
airport has begun, said the director of the Kish international
airport, Nosratollah Y ousefi on Sunday.

Hetold IRNA that the terminal is being built on a 5,500
square meters area and its construction is financed by the
Organization of Kish Free Trade Zone.

He added that Kish airport has four terminals and it is
expected that construction of the fifth terminal will take up
to 11 months. Yousefi aso stated that currently the airport
handles 18 to 20 flights daily, transporting more than 2,000
\passengers between the idand and the mainland.

~

J

statements stressed pro-
tection, reviva and re-
construction of car-
avansaries. Experts from
China, France, Pakistan,
Turkey, Turkmenistan, Taj-
ikistan, Russia, Kazakhstan,
Syria, Kyrgyzstan, India and
Iran are participating in the
5-day seminar.

TEHRAN - Saudi Arabian Minister of Petroleum and
Mineral Resources Ibrahim al-Naimi here Sunday conferred
with Iran’s Minister of Oil Bijan Namdar Zanganeh.

At the meeting the two sides exchanged views on pre-
vailing oil market condition, ways of helping improvement of
oil prices and coordination for the upcoming session of the oil
ministers of the Organization of Petroleum Exporting Coun-
tries (OPEC), IRNA reported.

Al-naimi paid a short visit to Iran and left Tehran im-
mediately after concluding his talks with his Iranian counter-
part.

Asked if the two sides discussed ways to help lift the il
market, Iranian oil minister told Reuters: “Y es. We discussed
the oil markets without any resolution. We talked and we tried
to close our opinions together.”

Meanwhile, Iranian Foreign Minister Kama Kharrazi re-
turned home on Sunday after discussing slump in oil prices
with Saudi leaders including King Fahd and Crown Prince
Abdallah in Riyadh.

OPEC members and other oil producers have cut back out-
put twice this year by a total of about 3.1 million barrels a

day.

French ambassador:

National Iranian vollyeball
teamtogoto

TEHRAN - The national Iranian volleyball team is scheduled to leave for
Japan on Tuesday to participate in the world championship games.

Iran’s 24-member team will participate in the games which will be held
from November 13 in six Japanese cities, IRNA reported.

Iran isin the group four along with Cuba, Argentina and Poland.

In the preliminary round, Iran will play against Argentina in Sapporo on
November 13, Cuba and Poland on November 14 and 15, respectively.

Japan

Paris welcomes dialog
among civilizations

TEHRAN - New French
Ambassador to Tehran Phi-
lippe de Suremain said here
Sunday that France wel-
comes President Mohammad
Khatami’s proposal on di-
alog among various civiliza-
tions.In an interview with
IRNA, he added that the Is-
lamic Republic of Iran is a
major political power with a
key rolein the region.

On Tehran-Paris  re-
lations, he said that the cur-
rent volume of trade ex-
changes stands at 10 bhillion
French franc, expressing the

Iran refutes allegations on link
with suicide bombing

TEHRAN - Iranian For-
eign Ministry spokesman
Mahmoud Mohammadi on
Sunday dismissed the allega-
tions raised by the Zionist
circles and Palestine Author-
ity (PA) on Iran’s indirect
link with suicide bombing in
the occupied Palestine.

Mohammadi said such
actions have their roots in
the events inside occupied
Palestine and attributing it to
another country is amovein
desperation, IRNA reported.

Two Palestinians blew
themselves up in a crowded
marketplace in the occupied
Palestine on Friday, injuring
21 people.

Mohammadi accused the
Zionist regime and the PA
officials of attributing the
suicide bombing to a foreign

country to divert public
opinion from the events tak-
ing place inside occupied
Palestine.

He said the Islamic Re-
public of Iran supports the
Palestinian nation in ac-
cordance with its principled
stand.

“Such suicide bombings
which have their roots in the
events inside occupied Pal-
estine result from denying
the Palestinian nation its
right. The Isamic Republic
of Iran has no relation with
such actions,” IRNA quoted
Mohammadi as saying.

Meanwhile, he dismissed
the statement made by Turk-
ish Defence Minister Ismet
Sezgin aleging that Turkish
opposition  Kurds (PKK)
have penetrated Turkey

reported.

software.

in 1967 and 1979.
\.

Parliament addresses
software property rights

TEHRAN - The Islamic Consultative Assembly (Mgj-
lis) in its open session Sunday, presided over by Speaker
Ali Akbar Nateq Nouri, approved the general outlines of a
bill to protect the rights of software developers.

In case it passes after a second round of debates, the
bill would give the designers the exclusive right to copy
and distribute the software as well as its proceeds, IRNA

According to the hill, the developers will hold the ma-
terial rightsto their software for aperiod of 30 years.

The bill will also protect the name, title and any spe-
cia marks associated with the software, thus preventing
any party from using the said parameters for any other

The deputies aso ratified signing of the changes in-
itiated in the Paris Convention to protect industiral prop-
erties which was originally addressed in Stockholm meets

through Iran, as an act of in-
terference in Iran’s internal
affairs and incompatible
with the current Tehran-
Ankararelations.
Mohammadi said that
such issues should be re-
viewed in the joint commis-
sion on border security be-
tween Iran and Turkey and
that any propaganda on il-
lusive allegations are con-
sidered as against inter-
national ly-recognized norms.

hope that it will increase in
future.

According to official sta-
tistics released by French
customs, the volume of Teh-
ran-Paris trade stood at Dlrs
1.6 billion in 1997, showing
an increase of four percent
compared to the preceding
year.

Referring to visit to Teh-
ran of French Foreign Min-
ister Hubert Verdine in Au-
gust 1998, Suremain said

that the visit led to further
expansion of cooperation be-
tween the two countries.

On historical relations
between Iran and France, the
French ambassador said that
greater Tehran-Paris cultural
and scientific cooperation
will lead to further expan-
sion of bilateral ties.

The Islamic Republic of
Iran is the second magjor ail
exporter to France after Sau-
di Arabia.

cabinet ministers and

Cabinet ministers, law makers

discuss economic issues

TEHRAN - President Mohammad Khatami and his

Speaker of the Idamic Con-
sultative Assembly (Majlis) Ali Akbar Nateq Nouri and
heads of special Mgjlis commissions attended a joint
meeting on Sunday to discuss current economic issues.

President Khatami thanked Mgjlis deputies for their
cooperation in readjustment of the1998-99 state budget.

The executive head also expressed the hope that a
more frequent exchange of views would be held to pro-
mote close cooperation between the two branches.

President Khatami explained the economic dif-
ficulties arising from decrease in oil revenues and ec-
onomic situation inherited at the commencement of his
presidential term, IRNA reported.

The executive head underlined the need to reduce
government expenditures and government’s grip on its
economic monopoly. The president also saw the need of
attracting investments within the framework of the co-
ordination between the Majlis and government.

Kazakhstan calls for transfer of
more oil vialran

TEHRAN - Kazakh Dep-
uty Energy Minister Do-
sayev Yevbolat said here
Sunday that Kazakhstan in-
tends to increase the amount
of the already signed 2-
million ton contract on trans-
fer of oil through Iran.

Yevbolat told par-
ticipants at the second inter-
national conference on Cas-
pian oil and gas resources
that in transfer of oil and gas
to international markets, As-
taneh gives priority to ec-
onomic aspects.

He said that Kazakhstan
has signed the agreement on
transfer of oil from Iran (in
the form of swap) and hopes
to transfer its oil output to
Iran in future after construc-
tion of ail pipeline via Turk-
meni stan.

Yevbolat said that As
taneh considers as essentia
cooperation among five lit-
toral states to protect the

lran actively parti CI pating In
Australian exhibition

TEHRAN - Iran is ac-
tively participating in the
the Sidney international ex-
hibition, being represented
by 24 private and public
companies.

The goods being dis
played include computer

diskettes, rugs, mosaic,
handicrafts, books, food-
stuffs, tiles, decorative
stones and ceramics, |IRNA
reported.

This is the second time
Iran is taking part in an ex-
hibition held in Australia.

Muslim countries meet
In Jeddah on unifying
lunar calendar

TEHRAN - Eighteen
member countries of the Or-
ganization of the Idamic
Conference (OIC) met in Jed-
dah Sunday to discuss views
on unifying Muslim lunar cal-
endar on fasting month, the
Hajj month and other Mus-
lim feasts.

The three-day meeting
will closetoday. Religious ju-
risprudents, astronomers and
experts are attending the ses-
sion, IRNA reported.

Saudi Arabia, Egypt, Syr-

ia, United Arab Emirates
(UAE), Jordan, Kuwait and
Iran. are the participant coun-
tries.

Iran is being represented
by its permanent repre-
sentative to OIC Sabah Zan-
ganeh, and head of Islamic
Culture and Communication
Organization  Hojatoleslam
Mohammad Ali Taskhiri.

The precise timings of so-
lar and lunar eclipses, sunrise
and sunset will aso be de-
fined in the uniform calendar.

Karbaschi’ s exit from country
authorized by judiciary

TEHRAN - The former
mayor of Tehran Gho-
lamhossein Karbaschi had
a formal permission is-
sued by the judiciary to
leave the country for a
visit to Canada.

The remark was made
by Karbaschi’s lawyer,
Bahman Keshavarz, here
on Sunday who in an in-
terview with IRNA further
stated that his client al-
ways insists on strict ad-
herence to the law.

“About a month before
Karbaschi’'s exit from

Iran, the judicial author-
ities gave him a per-

mission to leave,” Kesh-
avarz said.
Karbaschi, convicted

of embezzlement, has an
appeal pending on his
conviction as of August
16. His sentence, handed
down by a Tehran court
on July 23, includes five
years in jail, payment of
Rls one billion in cash
fine and return of RIs
1,600 million worth of
Tehran Municipality prop-
erty. The court also

banned him from holding
any government posts for
the next 20 years.

On the status of the ap-
peal, Keshavarz said that
no verdict has yet been is-
sued, and that he could
not predict when the case
would be concluded.

Karbaschi is currently
on an informa visit to
Canada.

The presence of more
than 50,000 Iranians and
half a million Muslims in
the country have provided a
good opportunity for mar-
keting Iranian products.

In addition to the rugs,
decorative stones, tiles and
ceramics are also among
other popular Iranian goods
in Australia.

The annual meeting of
the Iran-Australia joint
chamber of commerce, with
the participation of the Ira-
nian charge d'affaires and
representatives of the two
countries, was also held this
week, on the sidelines of the
exhibition.

Caspian Sea environment.

In another development,
Deputy Oil Minister in
charge of Caspian affairs,
Ali Majedi, said the Caspian
oil should be transferred
with the lowest possible in-
vestment, using all potential
and actual facilities.

Investment for shipment
of Caspian oil should be co-
incided with gradua in-
crease in oil production if it
is going to be cost-effective,
IRNA quoted him as saying.

Addressing the same
gathering, Majedi said one
of the magor factors in
choosing best route for ship-
ment of Caspian oil is the
volume of oil which is to be
exported from Caspian Sea
littoral countries and its an-
nual growth rate.

Access of the oil con-
sortiums to their needed oil
in the future as well as oil
prices for the next decade
are also important to find out
whether it is cost-effective to

invest for production of oil,
Majedi added.

He said determination of
the Caspian Sea lega re-
gime, security and safety and
of those countries through
which pipelines pass are
among other important fac-
tors which make it difficult
to decide which route is bet-
ter. Countries' political goals
and objectives are also im-
portant as certain countries,
in order to resolve their po-
litical problems, overlook ec-
onomic aspects and try to
give concession to others by
alowing pipeline to go
through their territories.

On the other hand, big
powers also try to hold foot-
hold in the region and thus
cooperate with the said coun-
tries.

Therefore, he concluded,
economic factor and ecolog-
ical issues are also important
in determination of the best
route to carry Caspian oil to
the global market

NISC produces 2.5m

tons of stedl

TEHRAN - Managing Director of National Iranian Steel
Company (NISC) Mostafa Moazenzadeh told IRNA here on
Sunday that nearly 2.5 million tons of steel products were pro-
duced by the NISC-affiliated steel mills between March 21
and October 22.

M oazenzadeh said the units had produced 785,000 tons of
iron bars, 553,000 tons of rods and more than 1.1 million tons
of steel sheetsin the said period.

He said the units had exported only 312,000 tons of their
products in the first seven months of the year due to improper
world market conditions.

He added that 2.4 million tons of iron wares, including
500,000 tons of steel junctions and 1.5 million tons of steel
sheets, were imported to the country last year. Some 500,000
tons of ironware were imported in the first half of the year
(March 21-September 21), the Iranian official said.

Concluding his remarks, Moazenzadeh said that 5.5 mil-
lion tons of steel are to be obtained from six million tons of
unprocessed steel by the year end on March 20, 1999.

Iranian film awarded at Tokyo

TEHRAN - An lranian
film directed by Abolfazl Ja-
lili won the Asian film award
a 11th Tokyo International
Film Festival on Saturday.

‘Dance of Dust’, beating
17 other entries, was awarded
one million Japanese yen
(DIrs 8,500) at the festival,
IRNA reported from Tokyo.

Jdili's  73-minute  film
which was produced in 1992
without any dialog, was also
awarded this year's Silver
Leopard at the Locarno Inter-
national Film Festiva in
Switzerland.

Jalili, who debuted as a
feature film director in 1983,
tied for best director at the
1995 Venice film festival for
hisfilm ‘Det Means Girl’.

His films have also been
recognized at the Nantes and
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film festival

San Sebastian film festivals.
The Asian film award,
which is not part of the fes-
tival’s official competition, is
awarded for 35-millimeter
feature films produced in
Asia, in recognition of Asian
film makers and to promote
the development of Asian
films. Meanwhile, the films

‘Silence’ directed by Iran's
famous script writer and di-
rector Mohsen Makhmalbaf
and ‘Apple by Makh-
malbaf’s daughter, Samira,
have also been screened at the
best film section of Tokyo
film festival.

The nineday festiva
closed Sunday with awards
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