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Out of this world call prices

Iran 48p

Germany
France
USA
Canada
Australia
Japan

12p
12p

p
11p
13p
16p

Rates are inclusive of VAT
and apply all day every day!

Call PLANET TALK free on

0800 856 2029

WESTERN MONEY
UNION TRANSFER

The fastest way to send money

wor ldwide.
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1-888-ANDISHEH
FAX:(650)856-8201

New Version, up to 10 Educational games!
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E-mail:info@andisheh.com

Web: http://www. andisheh. com
Learnin, Mind Media Labs
P.O.Box 5281 SANTA CLARA, Ca 95056 U.S.A
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PARS Travel

Reise & Fracht
Service Gmbll
Wiesenhittenplatz
39, 60329 Frankfurt
Tel: 069 / 230882 -83
(53l 3)
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VISIT THE GLORY OF ANCIENT PERSIA
Join uson our “RED CARPET” atwo weeks fully escorted
Journey to IRAN

TEL: (416) 512 - 8080
FAX: (416) 512 - 7699
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Iran, Kuwait review devel opment
of economic cooperation

TEHRAN - Iranian Ambassador to Kuwait Ali Jannati held talks with
Kuwaiti Minister of State for Cabinet Affairs Abd al-Aziz ad-Dakhil on for-
mation of joint economic commission between the two countries.

The Iranian and Kuwaiti officials have already signed 12 agreements on | N

trade relations.

Jannati and Ad-Dakhil reviewed the incentives to be offered to the Ku-
waiti businessmen keen on taking part in investment projectsin Iran.
Jannati said the Iranian industrialists have planned to set up exclusive

trade exhibits in Kuwait.

Ad-Dakhil said the upcoming visit to Kuwait of the Iranian Minister of
Commerce, Mohammad Shariatmadari, will help develop economic coop-

eration between the two countries.
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UNESCO hails Iran’s proposal

Iran’ s projects for transfer of oil
from Central Asiaclear, positive

TEHRAN - Kazakh Dep-
uty Energy Minister Do-
sayev Yobulat told Deputy
Foreign Minister Morteza
Sarmadi that Iran’s projects
for transfer of oil from Cen-
tral Asia and the Caucasus to
the world markets are “clear
and positive.”

Yobulat said that Ak-
mola does not ignore its
southern route lying in Iran
for transfer of its oil and
hopes for adoption of nec-
essary measures to prepare
a plan which would specify
feasibility of implementing
such a project, IRNA re
ported.

He said that heis visiting
Iran to hold talks with Ira-
nian officials on swap of
Kazakh oil via lranian soil
and said that he is to give
Iranian Oil Ministry officials
a definite program on the is-
sue. He also said his country
is bent on expanding ec-
onomic cooperation with
Iran.

Sarmadi said that com-
pilation of the Caspian Sea
legal regime would be es-
sential for restoration of se-
curity and investment in the
land-locked sea.

He said that Iran is for
fair exploitation of the sea
through honoring al the lit-
toral states interests.

He added that any delay
in making decisions on
transfer of Caspian oil re-
serves to the world markets
would hinder development
of regional states.

Iran which has always
underlined the importance of
extensive and friendly
cooperation with  Central
Asian and the Caucasus re-
publics, has provided them
with  many transit d-
ternatives ranging from rail-
ways, ground routes,
shipping lines and pipelines,
concluded the Iranian of-
ficial.

In another development,
the visiting Turkmen Pe-

Iran, Tajikistan continue talks

On economic cooperation

TEHRAN - The visiting Iranian delegation and ec-
onomic officials of Tajikistan in Dushanbe Monday
continued talks in different specialized committees
formed to study mechanisms for promotion of bilateral

economic cooperation.

The Iranian economic delegation arrived in the Ta-
jik capital on Friday to prepare the preliminaries for the
future session of the joint Iran-Tgjikistan economic

commission.

Deputy Construction Jihad Minister Mohammad
Reza Notash told IRNA in Dushanbe that the two sides
have formed five committees to study grounds for the
expansion of bilateral economic cooperation.

The committees have been formed in the fields of
agriculture, industries, water and irrigation, trade and

banking and financial affairs.

The committees will study proposals offered by
both Iranian and Tajik experts which will be raised at
the forthcoming session of the joint economic commis-

sion.

He said that exploring practical ways for the imple-
mentation of agreements aready reached between the
two countries is the main topic of discussions by mem-

bers of the said committees.

Romanian senator:

troleum and Natural Gas
Minister Rajab Arazov and
Sarmadi in a meeting here
on Monday expressed satis-
faction with an agreement
reached recently between
Iran and Turkmenistan on
the Caspian Sea and called
for continued cooperation
between the two countries.
Sarmadi said that in any
kind of regime for exploita-
tion of the Caspian Sea re-
sources the principle of en-
vironment protection should
be duly considered and the
littoral states are expected to
oppose projects seen as
harmful to the Caspian ec-

osystem.
The minister is here to
attend the second inter-

national seminar on Caspian
oil and gas resources.

Saud al-Faisal :

Positive spirit in
lran-Saudi dialog

TEHRAN - Saudi Foreign Minister Prince Saud al-Faisal
was quoted by an Arab daily saying that a “positive spirit”
prevailsin the dialog between Iran and Saudi Arabia.

Saudi daily “Al-Sharg a-Awsat,” published in London,
Monday quoted Al-Faisal telling reporters in Cairo after hold-
ing talks with Egyptian President Hosni Mubarak Sunday that
if [ran’sties with neighbouring countries, especially with the
Persian Gulf Arab states improved, it would have its echo on
the Iranian and Arab peoples in the Persian Gulf, IRNA re-

ported from Athens.

Asked to comment on the Iranian-Saudi rapprochement,

Faisal

replied “we hope that the positive spirit which we

have noticed in the dialog with the Iranians will continue so
that pending issues between Iran and the Arab group are re-
solved amicably which, God willing, will have a shining fu-

turein thisrelation.”

The Saudi foreign minister paid alightning visit Sunday to
Cairo where he met Egyptian President Hosni Mubarak and

Foreign

Minister Amr Moussa and discussed with them

Iraq's crisis with the U.N., the Isragli-Palestinian peace pro-

cess and bilateral ties.

Faisal’s visit to Egypt came a few hours after Iranian For-
eign Minister Kamal Kharrazi concluded an official visit to

Riyadh.

Three Bayer Leverkusen members

to visit Tehran

TEHRAN - Three members of Germany’s Bayer Leverkusen soccer club
will visit Tehran on November 13.
Director General of Esteglal soccer club, Ali Fathollah-Zadeh said that
Reiner Calmund and Kund Vuack as well as head and chairman of the Bayer
Leverkusen along with the club’s ex-player Rudi Voller, will visit Tehran at
the invitation of Esteglal.
He added that the three will confer with officials of Estaglal club and will
watch a match between Pirouzi and Esteglal clubs on Friday as part of the
nationwide football league of the country.
The Iranian football player, Mehdi Pashazadeh is currently playing for
the Bayer Leverkusen.

on dialog among civilizations

TEHRAN - Director
General of the United Na
tions Educational, Sci-
entific and Cultural Or-
ganization (UNESCO)
Federico Mayor once again
welcomed and supported Ira-
nian president’s proposal  to
name the year 2001 as the
year of diadlog among civ-
ilizations.

In a telephone contact
with Iranian Foreign Min-

ister Kamal Kharrazi on
Monday, Mayor referred to a
statement issued by

UNESCO in support of the
proposal and said that his or-
ganization intended to set up
a preliminary gathering in
1999 to consider per-
formance of various pro-
grams in a bid to elevate the
notion of the dialog among
civilizationsin 2001. He pre-

Expediency Council head in Khuzestan
to inspect development projects

AHVAZ, Khuzestan P-
The Chairman of the Ex-
pediency Council, Akbar Ha-
shemi Rafsanjani, on Mon-
day visited the still-under-
construction Amir-Kabir
sugarcane processing plant
in southern Ahvaz.

The chairman of the
board of the ‘ Sugarcane De-
velopment and Peripheral In-
dustries  Company’, Mehdi
Mofidi, was accompanying
Rafsanjani in the visit, IRNA
reported.

Amir-Kabir plant is one
of the seven units to be run
by the company, and its im-
plementation has so far had
47.8 percent physical
progress, Mofidi explained.

He further stated that
Amir-Kabir plant, expected
to go on stream towards the
end of the year 1378 (to start
March 21, 1999), would
have an annua production
capacity of 100,000 tons of
unrefined sugar.

The grinder units of the

Romaniawilling to boost
trade with Iran

TEHRAN - Chairman of
Greater Romania Party
(GRP) Corneliu Vadim Tu-
dor said in Tehran on Mon-
day that Romania is willing
to boost the volume of trade
exchanges with Iran to DIrs
onehillion.

In a meeting with Sec-
retary General of Iran's
Chamber of Commerce, In-
dustries and Mines, Rahim
Gavahi, Senator Vadim Tu-
dor said his party (GRP) is
interested in developing re-
lations with the ISamic  Re-
public of Iran, IRNA re
ported.

I ntl.

Tudor said Iran enjoys
considerable economic ca
pabilities and the two coun-
tries should develop ec-
onomic cooperation.

He hoped that his party
would take part in the next
cabinet of Romaniaand said
the government and nation
of Romania would not
heed to the U.S. pressure tar-
geting Iranian trade relations
with other countries and go
ahead with promoting multi-
faceted economic  coop-
eration with the Islamic Re-
public of Iran.

“The Romanian nation

power seminar

kicks off

TEHRAN - Energy Minister Habibollah Bitaraf said here
on Monday that major indexes of Iranian power industry show
the the main consumers of electric energy are all urban pop-
ulation and 97 percent of villages with more than 20 families.

Bitaraf said at the inaugural ceremony of the 13th inter-
national power seminar that the number of power subscribers
increased to 13.55 million last year from 8.8 million in 1988,

IRNA reported.

He said that 35.8 percent of the country’s energy output
was consumed last year by household subscribers and the rest
by industry and agriculture sectors.

A six percent growth was registered in per capita energy
consumption in the country and waste of energy dropped by

1.2 percent in the said period.

The Iranian minister continued that 92,210,000,000 kilo-
wattshour of electricity were generated in the country last
year and 87,718,000,000 kilowatts/hour of electric energy
were supplied to the national power networks.

The installed power generation capacity of the power
plants run by the Energy Ministry rose to 23,793 megawatts
in the first half of the year (starting March 21), according to
Bitaraf. Gross growth rate of energy production in the 1988-
1997 period stood at 7.4 percent annually, the minister said.

A total of 125 essays are to be presented at the three-day
seminar, attended by experts from 17 countries.

Parliament ready to pass bills on
veterinary system

TEHRAN - Speaker of
the Islamic Consultative As-
sembly (Majlis) Ali Akbar
Nateq Nouri said the Magjlis
is ready to amend or approve
any laws required by the
country’s veterinary society
through bills or plans.

Addressing a gathering
of veterinary students, fa
culty members of the vet-

erinary colleges and of-
ficials of the veterinary
system organization in the
Majlis, Nateq Nouri said
recognition of the great
share the veterinary society
has in country’s economic
self-reliance will help peo-
ple know about the sensitiv-
ity of the job.

He further highlighting

regards Iran as a great coun-
try with ancient civilization
and nation with high talent,”
the Romanian senator said.

Gavahi said the two
countries  would provide
each other with large num-
bers of goods and commod-
ities. He said import from
Romania depends on Ro-
manian import of Iranian
non-oil goods.

Gavahi said the private
sectors of the two countries
are required to form close
relationship to develop trade.

He said the visit to Iran
of the European delegations
and businessmen from other
countries indicated Iran’s
success in carrying out joint
economic projects and ec-
onomic cooperation.

He hoped that Vadim
Tudor’s visit to Iran would

serve to further develop Teh-
ran-Bucharest commercial
relations.

plant would tap on Karoun
river for their daily water
needs of 240,000 cu.m., and
can process 10,000 tons of
sugarcanes on daily basis, he
added.

The plant is being con-
structed over a 34 hectare
plot of land, and a total of
48,420 sqm. of building
area will serve its industria
and administrative opera-
tions.

Rafsanjani also visited
the main water supply sta
tion for Amir-Kabir plant,
the station being located 45
miles from Ahvaz on Ahvaz-
Khoramshahr road.

The station, inaugurated
in 1375, has eight water
pumps and can supply water
at arate of 36 cu.m. per sec-
ond, Mofidi told the former

president.

Helping to make the
Amir-Kabir plant operative,
and by irrigating sugarcane
farms, the water supply sta-
tion contributes to creation
of some 7,500 employment
opportunities.

An equivalent of RIs
3.449 hillion, partly in for-
eign currency, was spent to
bring the water supply sta-
tion on stream.

Construction of the sev-
en units for sugarcane de-
velopment has so far had a
physica progress of 56.7
percent in land preparation,
89 percent for the water sup-
ply stations, 59.6 percent for
lateral deep channels, 85.7
percent for main irrigation
pumps, 41.7 percent for
main channeling pumps,

Cabinet approves

outlines of budget bill

TEHRAN - The cabinet,
in a session presided over
by President Mohammad
Khatami, approved two
notes of the budget bill for
the year 1378 (to start March
21, 1999).

According to note 3A of
the bill, approved in the ses-
sion, the government can
underwrite part or al of the
bank loans used for in-
vestments in the man-
ufacturing, infrastructural,
social and cultural sectors
and those specially aimed at
creating jobs, IRNA re
ported.

Another part of the said
note mandates the govern-
ment to regulate bank loan
programs based on the vol-
ume of bank deposits and
investments, thus to help the
realization of the economic
goas of the Second Five
Year Development Plan
(endsin 1999) and to control
theinflation.

Note 3 of the budget bill
also addresses bank facilities
offered to the private and
cooperatives  sectors,  al-
locating for the purpose 65
percent of the capital gains
earned by the banks on the
amount they are mandated

to loan out. The capital gains
mentioned in the note are
specified to be Rls 6,000 bil-
lion.

Another part of note 3
exempts certain cooperatives
from payment of the man-
datory investors share. The
exemption specificaly ap-
plies to cooperatives whose
a least 70 percent of mem-
bers are war veterans, family
members of the martyrs,
graduates of higher educa
tion institutes and aid work-
ers working for the Welfare
Organization or Imam Kho-
meini Relief Committee.

The note also mandates
the Retirement Organization
to allocate some Rls 200 bil-
lion in bank facilities to offer
loans at a 12 percent interest
to government retirees.

Note 4 of the budget hill,
aso approved by the min-
isters, allocates RIs 50 bil-
lion for the youth social pro-
grams as well as  college
students' cultural-social ac-
tivities.

The note aso allocates
Rls 300 hillion to increase
the family allowances paid
to the retired personnel of
the government and the
armed forces.

73.3 percent for main ducts,
89.7 percent for main chan-
nels and finally 71.5 percent
for deep collector channels.

The units altogether are
expected to deliver 700,000
tons of sugar, 700,000 tons
of animal feed, 350,000 tons
of paper, 100,000 tons of
compressed-fiber dabs and
20,000 cu.m. of alcohol on
annual basis.

The units would address
the sugar needs of 28 million
people with per capita con-
sumption of 25 kg, the paper
needs of 25 million with per
capita need of 13 kg and
compressed-fiber slab needs
of 19 million with per capita
need of 5.2 kg.

More than 50,000 jobs
would be created directly or
indirectly by the seven sugar
production units.

Some RIs 1,967 billion
and DIrs 547.2 million have
so far been spent on develop-
ment of the units, being
funded by the Social Secur-
ity Organization and aso
through bank facilities.

Rafsanjani arrived in Ah-
vaz Monday morning on a
six-day official visit and was
greeted at the airport by the
governor-general of Khuze-
stan, the leadership repre-
sentative at the province and
some other local government
officials.

Per official exchange
rates, RIs 3,000 is equivalent
to one dollar.

dicted a mgjor role for Iran
in the future world peace
and inter-civilization con-
tacts.

The Iranian foreign min-
ister referring to the Islamic
Revolution of Iran asacul-
tural phenomenon which fa-
vors such a dialog, told the
UNESCO chief that Pres-
ident Khatami’s proposal has
been welcomed worldwide
and has provided a fertile
ground for upgrading dialog
and understanding among
various cultures of the
world.

Kharrazi  caled the
UNESCO'’s plan for a pre-
liminary gathering on the
civilizations dialog as a use-
ful and constructive idea and
said there is much to be
done to turn the year 2001
into a period of dialog and
understanding. The Iranian
foreign minister appreciated
UNESCO's effortsin this re-
spect.

In another development,
the center for Central Asian
studies affiliated to
UNESCO approved with
majority of votes Iran’s pro-
posa on holding inter-

national seminar on impact
of Silk Road in diaog
among civilizations and cul-
tural interactions.

Iran's Ambassador to
Tashkent, Mohsen Pakayeen,
told IRNA Monday that the
decision was made in the an-
nual meeting of the center
which opened in Samarkand,
Uzbekistan, on Saturday. Ex-
perts from 30 countries par-
ticipated in the meeting
which ended Monday.

Pakayeen pointed out
that the seminar will be held
in the year 2000 in prepara-
tion for 2001, the year of di-
alog among civilizations.

The U.N. Generd As
sembly  unanimously ap-
proved President Khatami’s
proposal to designate the
year 2001 as the year of di-
aog among civilizations.

The annual meeting aso
approved Iran’s second pro-
posal on holding a seminar
on investigating issues re-
lated to the Caspian Sea en-
vironment in 2001.

Uzbekistan is the current
rotating president of the cen-
ter with Iran as the vice-
president.

Intl. conference on human
rightsin view of Islam

TEHRAN - An international conference on enrich-

ment of

the universal declaration of human rights in

view of Islam opened in Geneva on Monday. The U.N.
High Commissioner for Human Rights Ms. Mary Rob-
inson has sponsored the conference.

20 scholars and cultural figures from Iran, Egypt,
Saudi Arabia, Syria, Malaysia, Morocco and Algeria
have taken part in the conference, IRNA reported.

From Iran, Iranian expert Dr. Mehr-Pour and Deputy
Foreign Minister for Legal and International Affairs Mo-
hammad Javad Zarif have been invited to the confer-

ence.

Islamic views toward socia rights and political and
cultural status of the individuals and campaign against
discrimination have formed the agenda of the confer-
ence.

Secretary-General of the Organization of the Islamic

Conference
conference.

(OIC) Azeddine Laraki has attended the

Iranian Foreign Minister Kama Kharrazi had put
forward the proposal to the United Nations Human
Rights Commission in Geneva early 1998 to hold inter-

national conference on the universal

declaration of

human rights and the views of Islam toward human

rights.

Ms. Robinson has already said that the conference
will neither adopt common views nor raise the differ-

ences on human rights.

The participants are expected to offer the views on
human rights from points of view of the Islamic Sharia

law.

He conference is focused on the theme that the uni-
versal declaration of human rights is formulated by the
human being while Islam is a divine message which
should be studied in details to promote human rights in

the international community.

Unocal suspends gas
pipeline project

TEHRAN - U.S.-based ail
and gas major Unocal’s am-
bitious Dlrs 2 billion Turk-
meni stan-Afghani stan-
Pakistan gas pipeline project
stands suspended till nor-
malcy returns to the war-torn
Afghanistan.

This was told to IRNA
by Unocal corporation’s in-
dian subsidiary in New Del-
hi.

“Work on the project has
been suspended due to re-
giona political difficulties,”
the coordinator of Unocal

Annual steel production to increase to 6m tons

ISFAHAN - The
country’s annual steel
output by the end of the
current year, ending on
March 20, will reach six
million tons, Minister of
Mines and Metals Eshaq
Jahangiri said.

Speaking at a special
ceremony held to award
ISO-14001 to the Mo-
barakeh Steel Complex,
he said at present annual
steel production of the
country stands at 3 mil-

the importance of vets and
said veterinary is one of the
strategic and infrastructure
courses in Iran. Prior to
Nateq Nouri's speech in-
structors and officials of vet-
erinary system organization
briefed him on their situation
and problems and called for
further attention to be paid to
vets.

lion tons.

Holland's DNV com-
pany awarded the certif-
icate to the Mobarakeh
Steel Complex.

Production of steel
last year cost 100 dollars
per ton but at present the
price has decreased to 50
dollars per ton, Jahangiri
said terming it as a great

achievement in the his-
tory of the country’'s
steel industry.

He noted that due to a
decrease in construction
operation last year some
400,000 tons of iron have
been accumulated in the
warehouses.

Production of differ-
ent kinds of high quality

|ran starts exporting cement
to Arab, African countries

TEHRAN - The
Shipping Lines of the Islam-
ic Republic of Iran has start-
ed export of cement to Arab
and African countries in
line with policies aimed at
promotion of non-oil ex-
ports.

The first 20,000-ton ce-
ment consignment belonging
to Saveh Portland arrived at
Jeddah port on Sunday on
board Iran-Madras ocean lin-
er.

Captain  Bazargani-Pour

said that 600,000 to one mil-
lion tons of cement is ex-
pected to be exported to Sau-
di Arabia, Sudan, Yemen
and some African countries
annually.

He said with new steps
taken in the cement sector, a
bright future is expected for
the industry.

steel is among the future
projects of the country’s
steel industry, he said
adding that steel pro-
duction is projected to
touch 12 million tons an-
nually by the year 2002.

Vice-President  and
head of Environment Pro-
tection Organization Ms.
Masoumeh Ebtekar, ad-
dressing the ceremony,
lauded the initiative taken
by the management of
Mobarakeh Steel Com-
plex to creating an en-
vironment-friendly at-
mosphere.

He said that the evolu-
tion trend of the in-
dustries required in-
dustrial units to be built
according to the inter-
national standards in-
cluding those related to
ecology.
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Bharat Ltd., Ashwin Channa,
said quoting the corpora
tion's president, John Imle.

John Imle was recently
in India in connection with
Unocal’s business develop-
ment program in the country.

The activities will re-
sume only when a stable
government comes to power
in Afghanistan, John Imle is
reported to have said.

With this, Unoca’s plan
to extend the pipeline to In-
dia, right up to Delhi, aso
remains a non-starter.

The plan was announced
with much fanfare in New
Delhi in July, even though
the situation in Afghanistan
was still highly unstable.

Unocal has an equity
share of 54.11 percent in
Central Asia Gas Pipeline
Ltd, which is to implement
the DIrs 2 billion project.

Gazprom (Russia) Delta
Oil Company (Saudi Arabia)
and Rosgaz (Turkmenistan)
are the other partners in the
consortium.

Meanwhile, India has re-
sumed talks on Dlrs 2.4 hil-

lion Indo-Iran gas pipdine
project.

India's Minister for Pe-
troleum and Natural Gas V.
K. Ramamurthy recently
held wideranging taks
with his Iranian counterpart
Bijan Namdar Zanganeh at
the minister-level inter-
national energy conference
a Cape Town on October
29-31. He conveyed to Zan-
ganeh New Delhi’s interest
in a sub-sea pipeline from
Iran to India avoiding wa-
ters of Pakistan.

The two ministers also
looked into possibilities of
Iran’s swapping gas with
Gazprom and subsequently
transporting that to India.

Gazprom and New Del-
hi have aready held talks
on the former's desire to
export gasto India. Iran has
also discussed swapping of
gas with Gazprom.

The two ministers aso
felt the need of ajoint team
of India, Iran and Gazprom
undertaking a feasibility
study of the proposed pro-
ject.
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