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JAMSHID S. IRANI
ATTORNEY AT LAW
1170 BROADWAY, SUITE 510-A
NEW YORK, NEW YORK 10001
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EARTHQUAKE ENGINEERING P.O. Box: 2077 55 - 57 Banner Street

STRENGTHENING & RETROFITTING: COM PL ET E New York, NY 10116 - 2077 London EC1Y 8PX
MUNICIPAL SERVICES

* Wood Frame Houses USA UK

* Apartment Buildings
* Commercial Buildings |BUILDING & SAFETY
* Concrete Tilt-Ups * Inspection of EARTHQUAKE dam-
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. gff.'(;:e’ Ware\?voaLljﬁ * Expediting Complicated Bldg. Permits
eniorcing Wall to * Architectural Design Services
Roof Connection * Structural Engineering Services

* Welded Steel * Custom Homes, Shopping Centers,
Moment Connection Condos, etc... )

* Compliance with L.A. City |* Civil Engineering Services
Retrofit Ordinance * Fina Inspection & Certificate of
Occupancy

* Building Code Consulting
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* Subdivisions, Variances. Zone Changes
* Representation in Public Hearings
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VISIT THE GLORY OF ANCIENT PERSIA
Join uson our “RED CARPET” atwo weeks fully escorted
Journey to IRAN

TEL: (416) 512 - 8080
FAX: (416) 512 - 7699
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Large oil rig completed for
South Pars oil field

BUSHEHR - The navy industries in southern Iran (SADRA) announced | N

on Saturday that the company has completed building alarge ail rig to be in-

stalled in South Pars oil field.

The 4000-ton oil rig with a height of 75 meters has been built according

to the international standards.

The oil rig has two floating reservoirs, platform for anchoring tugboats
and big vessels, special platform for underwater travail and four other small

platforms to keep floating the installation on the sea bed.
It took one year to build the installation.
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Iran ready to meet
Oman’ s defense needs

TEHRAN - lranian De-
fense Minister Rear Admiral
Ali Shamkhani in a meeting
with his Omani counterpart
Badr bin Saud bin Hareb al-
Busaidi here on Saturday
said Iran is ready to meet
Oman’s defense needs.

Shamkhani  told  Al-
Busaidi in the first round of
their talks that Iranian de-
fense industry enjoys great
technical, technological and
production potentials.

Oman has an outstanding
position in Iran's defense
cooperation policies for his-
torical reasons, especially
the similar stances taken by
them against the Persian
Gulf war, said the Iranian
minister.

He added that Iran does
not see any hindrance to ex-
pansion of its defense re-
lations with Oman based on
its belief in the principle of
the al-out expansion of re-
lations with Muslim coun-
tries.

Al-Busaidi, thanking
Iran for its good will, said
that without a doubt, Muslim
countries should make use of
their potential to meet their

requirements.

He expressed satisfaction
with finalization of the
agreements reached in recent
session of Tehran-Muscat
joint defense cooperation
commission, saying that con-
tinued talks between Iranian
and Omani defense officials
would help bring about mu-
tual understanding in the
area of defense.

The Omani official is to
inspect several Iranian mil-
itary plants and complexesin
the course of his three-day
stay in Tehran.

Meanwhile, a-Busaidi
told Speaker of the Islamic
Consultative Assembly
(Majlis) Ali Akbar Nateq
Nouri that Iran and Oman
can set a good pattern for
other regional states to fol-
low by relying on their tradi-
tiond civilization.

Al-Busaidi expressed
satisfaction with expansion
of relations between Iran and
Oman and thanked Tehran
for its efforts to consolidate
its relations with Muscat,
IRNA reported.

Nateg-Nouri said that ex-
pansion of Iran's relations

Iran, Germany review ways
to develop private sector
cooperation

TEHRAN - Chariman of
Germany’s Near and Middle
East Association of In-
dustries Werner Schoel-tzke
in Tehran on Saturday held
talks with Secretary-Genera
of Iran's Chamber of Com-
merce, Industries and Mines
(ICCIM) Abdol-rahim Gavahi
on ways to develop coop-
eration between the private
sectors.

Govahi said Iran-
Germany economic  coop-
eration has been in the field
of infrastructural projects in-
cluding railway and in-
dustries, IRNA reported.

He said currently 30 per-
cent of Iran-Germany trade
are being carried by the pri-
vate sectors and called for
trade exchanges in the field of
industries.

He said cooperation of the
German credit ingtitutions
with the Iranian private sector
in small and medium-sized in-
dustries would help boost
trade.

Gavahi called on the Ger-

man industrialists to enter
into joint investment projects
with their Iranian partners in
Iran.

In reference to the fall of
the Iranian revenues due to
the low  oail prices, the ec-
onomic sanctions on Iran and
possible delay in repayment
of Iranian debts, Gavahi said
the issueis temporary.

He said the Iranian and
German businessmen look to
long-term  economic  coop-
eration.

Gavahi said according to
the legislation of the Islamic
Republic of Iran, foreign in-
vestments enjoy security and
Iran is keen to cooperate with
Germany on transfer of tech-
nology and marketing in
third country, especialy the
Central Asian markets.

He said the low cost of
production in Iran and easy
accessto the Central Asiaare
parameters effective in the
success of joint investment
projects between Iran and
Germany.

and economic cooperation.

ported.

Bulgarian officials.

and Bulgaria.

Iran, Bulgariasign six agreements
on trade cooperation

TEHRAN - Iranian Minister of Roads and Transport
Mahmoud Hojati and his Bulgarian counterpart Vilhelm
Kraous in Sofia on Saturday signed six agreements on trade

The agreements ranging from joint investment, coop-
eration in agriculture and veterinary, boosting non-oil ex-
ports to Bulgariaand holding trade exhibits in Tehran and
Sofia were signed at the end of the 11th session of joint ec-
onomic commission between the two countries, IRNA re-

Hojati who headed the Iranian delegation to Sofia said
the Iranian delegation held fruitful negotiations with the

He said the accords reached in Sofia would open a new
chapter in Iran-Bulgaria economic relations.

Hojati said Iran voiced readiness to take part in the up-
coming meeting of transport ministers of Armenia, Georgia

Kraous said Bulgaria is ready to swap wheat and cook-
ing oil with Iranian pistachio and dried fruits.

with regional statesisin line
with its strategic policies.

Calling Tehran-Muscat
relations as “friendly” in
view of their specia geo-
graphical location, Nateg-
Nouri called for expansion
of ties between the two
countries in the economic,
political, cultural and mil-
itary fields.

The Persian Gulf littoral
states are members of a sin-
gle family, said Nateg-
Nouri, adding that differ-
ences may arise between
members of a family,
therefore, that's the duty of
the family members to patch
up their differences.

He condemned any mil-
itary action against Iraq and
called on Baghdad to adhere
to the U.N. resolutions.

He said that any military
attack on Iraq would be a
kind of tyranny against the
Iragi people, urging al Mus-
lim states to prevent mil-
itary intervention of the U.S.
in the region.

The Omani minister of
state for defense arrived in
Tehran on Saturday.

Foreign Ministry:
Abu Mussa,
Tumbsidands,
integral part
of Iran

TEHRAN - The spokes-
man for Iran’s Foreign Min-
istry, Mahmoud Mo-
hammadi, said here Friday
that the three islands, the
Lesser and Greater Tumbs
and Abu Mussg, in the Per-
sian Gulf are an integral part
of lran’ sterritory.

The Iranian official who
was responding to the com-
munique of the 16th as
sembly of foreign ministers
of member states of the Da-
mascus Declaration in Doha
said the Islamic Republic is
committed to broadening re-
lations with al Muslim
states and especialy those in

the Persian Gulf region,
IRNA reported.
He sad the mis

understanding between UAE
and Iran over the three is
lands can be solved on the
basis of the 1971 letter of un-
derstanding between Iran
and UAE. He expressed
hope that Arab countries en-
courage UAE to continue
talks with Iran in this re-
Spect.

travels to I ran

TEHRAN - Repre-
sentatives from 17 British
companies led an oil trade
mission to Tehran Sat-
urday to take advantage at
the U.S. ban on its own
firms from doing business
with lran.

A spokesman for Brit-
ain’s Trade and Industry
Department, which is
supporting the mission,
said that the aim was to
“encourage UK firms to
participate in the op-
portunitiesin this very im-
portant market,” IRNA re-
ported.

During their five-day
stay, the companies, rang-
ing from equipment man-
ufacturers to research con-
sultants, will be meeting
officials from Iran’s oil
industry in various sec-
tors. It includes com-
panies never been to Teh-
ran before and those
already with established
contacts.

The mission, organized
by the Energy Industries
Council in London is the
first of its kind to travel to

Expediency Council adopts measures
to guarantee investmentsin Iran

TEHRAN - The Expediency Counci, presided over by Akbar Hashemi Rafsanjani,
on Saturday adopted measures to guarantee investmentsin Iran.

Secretary of the Expediency Council Mohsen Rezaei said the council studied the
topics on requirements of economic sector and how to deal with threats to capitals and
property, and approved measures to provide security for the investments in a bid to
boost production and create jobs, IRNA reported.

The approvals will take effect after final approval by the Leader of the Islamic Rev-
olution, Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, Rezagi said.

He said the Expediency Council has seven topics on its agenda concerning the gov-
ernment’ s macro-economic programs.

Sunday’s approval included two topics of the current agenda of the Expediency

Council, he said.

Iran in many years. It fol-
lows the agreement in
September between Lon-
don and Tehran to restore
full  diplomatic ties for
the first time since the
1979 Islamic Revolution.
The British aim isto try to
capture a share of lran’s
estimated Dlrs 2 billion
annual expenditure on

equipment for its oil and
gas industry. July’s launch
of a new round of 47 Ira-
nian buy-back projects is
seen as an added bonus.
Interest is also said to
be keen in Iran’s planned
expansion of its pet-
rochemicals industry,
which has been valued at
nearly DIrs 10 billion.

Y eltsin’s special
envoy to visit Iran

TEHRAN - Russian
president’s deputy chief
of staff Sergei Prikhodko
will pay a visit to Iran
next Iranian month (to be-
gin November 22) as Bor-
is Yeltsin's special en-
voy.

This was announced in
a meeting on Friday be-
tween Prikhodko and Ira-
nian ambassador to Mos-
cow Mehdi Safari in
which the two sides dis-
cussed bilateral, regional
and international coop-
eration as well as world
developments, including
the Iraqi crisis.

Underlining the spe-
cial importance that Rus-
sia attaches to its re-
lations with Iran,
Prikhodko said his county
believes that nothing
should halt or harm ex-
pansion of Tehran-
Moscow relations.

He said the two coun-
tries enjoy enough po-
tentials for cooperation,
adding that the level of
bilateral relations was an
indication to the power

and ability of the two
countries to settle stra-
tegic problems.

Safari in reply under-
lined importance of bi-
lateral ties between Iran
and Russia and said Ira-
nian officials value re-
lations with Russia as
strategic and important,
IRNA reported.

In a separate meeting,
Safari and Russian Cul-
ture Minister Vladimir
Yegorov discussed ways
for further expansion of

bilateral cooperation in
academic, cultural and
sports areas.

Pointing to historical
bonds between Iranian
and Russia people, the
two sides called for fur-
ther expansion of bi-
lateral cultural relations.
During the meeting, Sa-
fari submitted a letter
from Iranian Culture and
Islamic Guidance Min-
ister Ataollah Mohajerani
to Yegorov inviting him
to visit Iran which was
welcomed by the Russian
official.

UK wantslran to resumerole as major power

TEHRAN - Britain
wants to see Iran “resume its
proper place as a major re-
giona power and a respected
member of the international
community,” says Foreign
Office Minister Baroness Sy-
mons.

Speaking at the end of a
House of Lords debate on
the relations with Iran, she
said that her government was
interested in “developing
practical cooperation to help
achieve that end, including
enhanced contacts between
the two  governments,”
IRNA reported from Lon-
don.

The minister told her col-
leagues that Britain was en-
couraged both by recent pos-
itive developments in Iran,
in the bilateral relationship
and the improvements seen
between the two countries.

She said her government
hoped that this would pave
the way towards a “new and
constructive relationship
both with the United King-
dom and the European Un-
ion” and looked to Iran to
“adopt the same constructive
approach.”

The debate, on what
measures the UK was imple-
menting to improve bilateral
and trading links with Iran,
was held in London’'s upper

lran stresses right of refugees

TEHRAN - Member of
the lranian delegation to
the United Nations, Ms. Fo-
rouzandeh Vadiati, said Fri-
day that Iran has been host-
ing the greatest number of
refugees in the world for
nearly two decades.

She made the remark in
the meeting of the third
committee of the General
Assembly which focuses on
social, human and cultural
issues.

The meeting was in-
vestigating the report by
the United Nations High
Commissioner for Refugees
(UNHCR) and the related
i ssues.

Pointing out that the
number of refugees in Iran
at certain occasions
reached 3 million, she said
that at present Iran is host-
ing some two million ref-
ugees.

Iran takes pride in pro-
viding accommodation,
food, health care, education
and other basic facilities to
all the refugees, she was
quoted by IRNA as saying.

Among the refugees,
particular  attention has
been paid to women, chil-
dren and other vulnerable
groups, adding that pro-
viding living facilities for
this large population of ref-
ugees has placed a heavy
burden on the economy of
the country which is es
timated to be Dlrs. 1.5 bil-
lion annually.

Vadiati continued that
the current crises in Iran’s
neighboring countries, par-
ticularly in Afghanistan,
have further complicated
the situation. The internal
conflicts in Afghanistan
and forced displacement of
the Afghans on ethnic and
religious grounds have re-
versed the trend of Af-
ghan’ sreturn to their home-
land, she added.

Pointing to the fact that
the number of the Afghan
refugees wishing to return
to Afghanistan has dropped
to the lowest rate ever, she
noted that the fresh wave of
Afghan refugees is a fur-
ther pressure on Iran’s do-

mestic resources and the
national economy.

Commenting on the
UNHCR report, she said
that increased power of the
commissioner will be ef-
fective in encouraging vol-
untary return of the ref-
ugees.

Vadiati also stated that
the international com-
munity should not leave the
countries hosting the ref-
ugees alone in shouldering
the high social, economic,
even political and cultural
costs of hosting the ref-
ugees in their communities.
Rather, the burden should
be divided among all coun-
tries.

She further expressed
concern over the growing
tendency among Western
countries to adopt a se-
lective policy in accepting
refugees and said pro-
viding shelter to the ref-
ugees is an international re-
sponsibility. She said that
discriminations based on
nationality and religion
must be avoided.

parliamentary chamber last
Wednesday .

Proposing the discussion,
charman of the British-
Iranian Chamber of Com-
merce Viscount Waverley
spoke of Iran being a coun-
try, which evokes strong
emotions on complex issues
that ae “easly mis
understood and often mis-
represented.”

The whole region was
made up of double standards
and suspect hidden agendas,
he said, referring to Isragli
“state-sponsored terrorism”
and comparing it with the
program of disinformation
“long engineered” by the
U.S. and the Zionist regime
against Iran.

The cross-bench lord
suggested Iran, as a Sig-
natory of treaties banning
most weapons of mass de-
struction, was “probably
confused by President Clin-
ton's announcement this
week to lift sanctions against
India and Pakistan for de-
veloping a nuclear strike ca-

Mohajerani:

lran, Morocco play key r

TEHRAN - The visiting
Iranian Minister of Culture
and Islamic  Guidance
Ataollah Mohajerani on Sat-
urday submitted to Mo-
roccan King Hassan a mes-
sage from President
Mohammad K hatami.

The message, referring
to the critical situation in
the Middle East and escala-
tion of Irag-U.N. crisis, un-
derlined the need for col-
lective efforts by Muslim
states to end the crisis
through peaceful means,
IRNA reported.

King Hassan thanked for
President Khatami’s mes-
sage and hailed Iran as a
country with great and deep-
ly rooted civilization.

He said that Iran is ex-
pected to play an important
role in restoration of stabil-
ity in the region and the
country’s wisdom is man-
ifested in President Kha-
tami’ s government.

Referring to the Iragi
crisis and President Kha-
tami’s emphasis on peaceful
solution of the crisis, Has-
san said that he had held
talks with the U.N. Sec-
retary General Kofi Annan
recently on ways of ending
the crisis as emphasized by
the lranian president.

pability.”

He aso rhetoricaly
asked why did the U.S. with
its scant intelligence appear
to “oppose for Iran tech-
nology that it actualy pro-
vides to North Korea as
peaceful technology?’

Regarding Washington's
embargo against Iran, Labor
peer, Lord Desai argued
there were opportunities for
openings for European busi-
ness as well as British busi-
ness that should be wel-
comed.

Lord Philips of the Lib-
erd Democrats spoke of
Britain's support for Sad-
dam Hussein in his war
against Iran as a “deep, dark
stain” on Britain's relations.
Many bombs, bullets and
poison gas cannisters were
marked ‘made in England,”
he said.

Adding that Iranians suf-
fered more deaths and cas-
ualties in the Irag-imposed
war than the allied forces
did during the First World
War, he said that he did not

Unfortunately, crises hit
the region every now and
then, which requires adop-
tion of rationa and wise
measures to end them, the
Moroccan king said.

He expressed the hope
that  Iran-Morocco ties
would further broaden in
light of the two countries
efforts.

Mohgjerani said for his
part that Iran and Morocco
have an “important” role to
play within the Organiza-
tion of the Islamic Confer-
ence (OIC) and regional de-
velopments.

He said that Iran is
ready to expand ties with
Morocco and calls for fur-
ther coordination and ex-
change of views between
Iranian and Moroccan of-
ficials and for activation of
Tehran-Rabat joint econom-
ic commission.

Later on Saturday, Mo-
hajerani underlined the need
to promote tourism coop-
eration among the Islamic
countries.

He made the remark in a
meeting with  Moroccan
tourism minister.

feel Britain “sufficiently”
faces up to its past support
but it was a “matter of hon-
or” that it did so.

“If the boot had been on
the other foot in terms of the
Iran-Iraq war, | warrant that
our own reactions and sus-
picions would be no less,
and possibly greater,” the
peer said.

Lord Fraser of the op-
position Conservatives said
that his party shared the de-
sire for an improvement in
bilateral relations, adding
that here may be “some is-
sues which remain to be ad-
dressed and we should face
up to them.”

He referred to U.S. sanc-
tions affecting business at-

|ranian documentary wins
award at Shanghai festival

TEHRAN - ‘Naghshineh’, a documentary made by the Iranian television
in Hamedan, captured the Magnolia award of Shanghai international tele-
vision festival, a biannual event, Friday.

Magnolia awards went to the best TV films and serials as well as the best
actor and actress, director, and photographer.

Also TV films by China, France, Italy, Britain, Germany, Poland, and Ja-
pan captured the Magnolia awards.

In all, 34 countries presented 219 films to the festival, Iran for the first

Iran, ltaly can
play a pivotal
role between
|dlam, West

TEHRAN - Islam and
the West can foster re-
spect for each other re-
ligious beliefs, as well as
understanding and ac-
ceptance of cultura dif-
ferences, while coop-
erating with each other,
said the Minister of Par-
liamentary Relations,
Guido Folloni.

Meeting the new Ira-
nian ambassador Ali Aha-
ni in Rome, he stressed
Iran and Italy can have a

pivotal role in coop-
eration between Islam
and the West.

Folloni also  ex-

pressed the warm friend-
ship that exists between
the two nations, and
stressed the new Italian
policy of expansion be-
tween the two countries.

Ahani also referred to
the existing friendly re-
lations between Iran and
Italy, and underlined the
need for expansion of bi-
lateral relations in all ar-
eas.
Iranian Foreign Min-
ister Kamal Kharrazi will
travel to Itay in De
cember for atwo-day vis-
it, Ahani sad on Sat-
urday.

He added that Khar-
razi's trip is a the in-
vitation of his Italian
counterpart Lamberto
Dini, IRNA reported.

Ahani further stated
that Kharrazi will discuss
expansion of ties with the
Italian foreign minister as
well as the visit to Rome
of President Mohammad
Khatami.

He aso sad that
while in Itay Kharrazi
will participate in a con-
ference on dialog among
religions sponsored by a
foundation in  Turin
which will open on De-
cember 1.

The seminar will be
inaugurated by the Ira
nian and Italian foreign
ministers, Ahani said,
adding that Kharrazi will
deliver a speech entitled,
‘civil society and dialog
among civilizations from
ethical and modern-
ization perspectives.’

Quakein Farsclaimsfour lives, injures 80

SHIRAZ, Fars - At least

four persons are reported
killed and 80 others injured in
the city of khonj, in this
southern province, as a result
of a 5.7 degree quake which
hit the region at 16:33 hours
local time friday.

Khonj is located 275 km
south of the provincial capital
Shiraz and 105 km northwest
of Lar. Bighard village, 20
km east of Khonj, with a pop-
ulation of 3,000 has been
damaged by 70 percent and
its water and electricity have
been cut off.

According to reports, Lar-

Mohajerani arrived in
Rabat Wednesday to attend
the second meeting of the
culture ministers of the Is-
lamic countries.

Mohgjerani referring to
the global income of tour-
ism industry which stood at
DIrs 450 billion last year
said that the share of the
Muslim world in world tour-
ism industry is very meagre.

Taking into account the
population and facilities to
which Muslim  countries
have access, he said, Islamic
countreis should have a
greater share in global tour-
ism revnue.

To this end Muslim
countries should use ex-
pereiences of successful
countries in tourism in-
dustry, Mohajerani said.

Referring to Iran's
unique status in tourism, he
said geographical and cli-
mate variation and its val-
uable historic heritage have
offered Iran an outstanding
tourism potential and the
country is to use its uto-
most to boost its tourism in-
dustry by admitting tourists
from Muslim world.
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Khonj road is aso cut off due
to landslide.

Relief teams and loca
people are in the area to help
the survivors of the quake.

Head of Khonj hospital,
Dr. Amir Assadollah Khaje-
Rahimi said that six with se-
vere injuries have been trans-
ferred to Shiraz and 25 others
have been hospitalized in Lar.

He added that most of
those injured received out-
patient treatments.

Meanwhile, head of the
Red Crescent Society of the
provincial city of Lar, Mo-
hammad Mehdi Delavar, told

IRNA Saturday that so far
200 tents as well as foodstuff
and clothes have been distrib-
uted among the quake sur-
vivors.

A quake measuring 4.7
degrees on the Richter scale
rocked northwestern parts of
the province last Sunday
while another with an in-
tensity of 4.1 jolted south-
eastern parts on October 29.

According to Delavar
some 850 houses were dam-
aged in the earthquake, most
of which severely.

All schoolsin Khonj were
closed Saturday.

olewithin OIC

The Moroccan official
said that annual Moroccan
revenue from tourism in-
dustry stood at DIrs 1.5 bil-
lion.

At present there are 14
training centers in Morocco
to educate people in hotel
management, he said, add-
ing that Rabat is ready to
accept and train lranian of-
ficial in charge of tourism
industry.

The minister of culture
and Islamic guidance out-
lined Iran's views on the
cultural issues of the Islam-
ic world in the second ses-
sion of the culture ministers
of the Organization of the
Islamic Conference (OIC)

which opened in Rabat Fri-

ay.

He referred to U.N. ap-
proval of President Mo-
hammad Khatami’s  pro-
posal to name 2001 as ‘the
year of dialog among civ-
ilizations' as one of the
achievements the Islamic
world made at the turn of
the century.

The minister added that
if Muslims paid close atten-
tion to the grandeur and val-
ue which the Holy Quran as
the highest charter of
awareness has given them,
no doubt everyone will wit-
ness further blossoming of
Islamic societies.
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